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|7. DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

‘Drydock Number One is constructed of large blocks of Massachusetts
~granite. The sides are built up in a series of stepped tiers with

two flights of stairs at the land end. The overall length of the
drydock is 319Y% feet. It survives as originally built except for

the replacement of the original caisson.) Drydock Number One is still
in daily use.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Norfolk Naval Shipyard in Portsmouth, established in 1767,

is the oldest naval shipyard in the United States. In 1827, in
response to ""An Act for the Gradual Improvement of the Navy

of the United States ''passed by Congress, work was begun on

Drydock Number One, one of the first two built in the United
States. The dock was built of Massachusetts granite at the

high cost of $974,365.65 and was completed in 1834. On 17

June 1833, before its completion, it was opened and the

Delaware became the first vessel to be drydocked in the United
States., Since that time, it has had a long and illustrious history
and is still in use. During the War Between the States, the
world's first battlé-tested ironclad ship, the Virginia, was rebuilt
in this dock by the Confederate government from the Union steam
frigate, the Merrimac. In 1862 the refurbished Virginia attacked
the Union fleet with great succéss until her triumphs were brought
to a standstill by the appearance of the Union Monitor, another
ironclad.
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(Continuation Sheet)
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8. Statement of Significance

In the early 19th cnetury the professional separation between architecture
and engineering was much less marked. Architects such as Benjamin H. Latrobe
and Robert Mills were involved in the designs of canals, shipyards, and rail-
roads as well as buildings. 1In 1827 work was begun on the first drydock in
the United States. Drydock Number One at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Norfolk,
Virginia, was completed in 1834. It is constructed of slabs of granite
quarried in Massachusetts. A living testimonial to the excellence of its
design is the fact that it has been in continuous use to this day. Because
of the utilitarian nature of these specialized type of structures it is easy
for them to be overlooked by the general public and by the usual historical
survey. However, with reflection, it can be appreciated that structures
such as the Drydock Number One formed the base upon which this country was

built.




