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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Charles H ayhouse possesses integrity of |ocation, design, settinP, material s and
worknanship. |t isof exceptional architectural significance as one of only three churches
in Boston designed by Asher Benjamn (1733- 1845?, and as the onl¥ renai ning exanple of the
Geek Revival style.” Additionally, it was the first pernanent bui It by the Fifth
Uni versal i st Society. _ _ . .

Asher Benjamn vas one of Awrica s nost fanous and influential early architects.
Two of his Boston churches built inthe Federal style survive: the Charles Street Meting
House (NR 1804 and the Qd Wést Church (NR 1806 on Ganbridge Street. Benjamn's in-
fluence on the physical aspect of the Naw England | andscape -- and subsequently on the
Anerican hinterfand -- isincalculable. Through his builder's guides and architectural
handbooks publ i shed continuously from 1794 until 1841, he taught and inspired countless
country housewights and sel f-taught carpenters to build ?raceful whi te wooden chur ches
and stately classic frane houses, as well as urban brick townhouses and churches of a
uni quely Anerican style. Hs architectural pattern books, the first published inthis
(F:é)unglr,y, spread both the Federal andthe later Greek Revival nodes across the young

ubl i'c.

P The design of the Charles Hayhouse Buildingis aslight adaptation of Benjamn's
lan for achurch inPates LVIII and LI Xappearing in his Builder's Gide or Conplete
%(stemof Architecture, Boston, 1838  The n@j or innovation concerns the additionof
street level stores, arequirenent of the client, the con?regatlon of Rv. Qis A inner.
This granitestructure literally put the neet i nghouse on the solid base of an anti cipated

per annumrental incone. . _ _ .

- Qganized in Boston in 183, the Fifth Universalist Society for several years wor-
shipped inthe Geat Hill of Bulfinch's Boylston Mrket (1809), which was located on the
corner of Véshington and Boylston Streets.” Because of the magnetic personality and
Popul arity of the pastor, . Qis A Sinner, nentoershlP increased so dramatical |y that
arger quarters becane necessary. Land was purchased in the newy devel oping part of the
city south of the Gnmon in July 1838 for $7,600, and a new neeting house was erected at a
cost of $29,000. Nunerous contenporary accounts describe the dedication services of
Januar%/ 30, 1839. The Trunpet is particularly admring: "The House thus dedicated i s
beautitul  The location is a very one, the building of the Huse and of a few
el egant brick buildingsin the neighborhood has affected an astonishing alteration inthe

pearance of the street at that point. The house is of brick, with agranitefront for
the basenent. In the basenent, which is very comnmodi ous, there are two | arge and el egant
stores, besides a very convenient vestry for the Society's use. The front of the building
strikes every behol der as being unusual [y neat and pleasing "

~The Rev. (tis. A Sinner stayed with his congregation, anong the largest in Boston,
until April 1857 when he noved to El gin, Illinois.  H subsequently becane president of
Lontoard Uni versityin Galesburg, Illinois anddied in 181 at the of 54 A able
orator, author of nun@rous religious papers and books, he was al so Tor nany years a nentoer
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8) S gni fi cance-continued . . . _ . .
of the Boston School Gonmittee. Tufts University renentbers him for his help inraising
$100,000 for the establishnent of the Col | ege. _ . . .

After the departure of the Rev. Skinner, the Fifth Universalist Society had several
other pastors until 1862 wen it nerged wth anot her c.on%rjg?athn ad vacated the buil ding.
The church was bought by the HabraNcon?re?atlon Gnabel omin February 1863 for
$15,000, a very low price no doubt due To the economic slunp during the Gvil Ver. It
rengined a sy ue until 1837 wnen the Young Vilhai s Christian Association purchased i t
for $27,500." In 1889 the building becane the property of the Scotch Presbyterian Curch.
This vas the building slast religious association. _

Because of its location in Boston's spreading entertai nnent area, the house eventual |y
hosted such dissimlar enterprises as a prohibition era speakeasy, the Ro Gasino ad Lido
\eni ce nightclubs, the Boston Ballroomand offices of several of Boston's theatrical
booki ng agents. The use of the buildi nﬁ for other than its originally designed purposes
is an early exanpl e of adaptive use w thout destr_oP/l ng the exterior., ~Snce 198 the
Charles Hayhouse has been in residence inthe building producing classic as well as avant
g?rde |pI ays by its om residential conpany ax also serving as stage to visiting the-
atrical groups.

9) B bli ography-conti nued
Suffolk Qounty Deeds, Lib 437, f. 84; Lib. 823 f. 230; Lib. 1779, f. 408; SLib. 1874, f. 12
Thayer, Rv. Thonas B The Life, Labors angI\Character ofAI%v. GQis A Sinner, D C

Bost on, 1861. , ,
The TRNFEI, Boston, August 25, 1838. R -in
\an I\Aeter,,l\dargb "By Village of the Church Street District," Proceedings of the -
Bost oni an Soci et'y, Boston 1969.

. "A Nw Asher Benjamin Building inBoston," DORNINNewsletter,
January 1978, Vol. 3, no. 1.

"A Nw Asher Benjamn Church inBoston," Journal, Society of
Architectural Hstorians, Cctobert 1979
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