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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A massive stone bridge with pointed arches of rough wedge-shaped
blocks under which runs Gap Creek, a mountain stream. Constructed without
concrete in 1820, the date inséribed on its keystone, the bridge was part
of the old State Road from Charleston to North Carolina.

The Carolina Foothills Garden Club of Greenville, South Carolina, is
restoring the bridge and immediately surfounding area, About one-half
mile of the original roadbed has been cleared--half of it for parking
area adjacent to bridge. Underbrush obscuring bridge's western face has
been removed; road bed on bridge has been filled to approximately its
former grade to protect arches from damaging water seepage, Poinsett
Spring nearby has been cleared. Noted for its abundance of wildflowers,
the area around the bridge is planned to be a Wildlife Park with nature
trails and additional plantings to prevent erosion.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1820, the bridge is one of the oldest spans extant
in South Carolina. Impressive construction of wedge-shaped rocks,
erected without concrete, has pointed Gothic arches that are rare in
the state today. Part of the State Road from Charleston through Colum-
bia to North Carolina designed in 1817-1819 by Joel Poinsett, director
of the South Carolina Board of Public Works, the bridge was named in
his honor. Poinsett was also secretary of war, minister to Mexico,
and first president of the National Institute for the Promotion of
Science, forerunner of the Smithsonian Institute, Since he was elected
to Congress in 1820, the road (1829) and possibly the bridge were com-
pleted under the supervision of Abram Blanding, acting commissioner of
the board. According to local legend, the bridge was built with the help
of Indians living ithe area.

Tulane University Library has a brush drawing by Robert Mills
of a bridge with Gothic arches and a keystone identical to those of
Poinsett Bridge, which lends credence to the popular belief that
Mills designed the bridge. In 1820 Mills became State Architect and
Engineer for the South Carolina Board of Public Works.
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