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7. Description

Architectural Classification
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LATE VICTORIAN: ltalianate. Second Empire
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7. DESCRIPTION
TOPOGRAPHY AND SETTING

Thevillage known as Braddreset isin the town of Hatfield, in Hampshire County, Massachusetts
Thetopography of Hatfield isvaried, sepping down to the Connecticut River from west to eest
in three digtinct levels. Onthe west isthe highest elevation, asection of Horse Mountain. In the
middle is an areaof uplands known as "The Rocks" and on the eest isthe flat floodplain.
Braddtreet occupies the floodplain in the northeest section of Hatfield and isan agricultural area
that has benefited from the soil that hes been, and continues to be, deposited by theriver.

The southem border of the district of Bradstreet followsthe curving banks of the Connecticut
where it formsan oxbow, then cuts acrossthe northem end of Greaet Pond. The west boundary
followsadream a the foot of “The Rocks' beside the Great Pond and continues to the boundary
with the town of Whatdly. The north boundary of Bradgtreet isformed by its border with
Whatdy; on the eedt isthe Connecticut River. Marshy remnants of the Great Pond arc across the
southem section of the district.

Thevillage of Bradstreet islocated primarily dong two roads, a ssgment of Main Strest mnning
in anorth and south direction and connecting Hatfield with Whatdy to the north, and Depot
Road, which runsin an esst and west direction and cormects Braddreet to North Hatfield on the
wes. Ther crossoads sarves as the village center. Cronin Hill Road, ashort spur road, mns
south from Depot Road. Severd one-lane, dirt roads circulateinto thefiel dseest of Main Stret
in the district: Bashin Road, Old Farms Path, and Upper Farms Path. Spreading out behind the
buildings aong these field access roads are broad, openfiel dswhere srawberries, com,
pumpkins, squash, beans, potatoes, and other vegetables are grown. Along the margin of the
river grow, oak, maple, birch, willow, and low bushes of sumec.

Themagjority of buildings of Braddreet date from the 19th century and are primarily wood-
frame, 2to 1 1/2-gory, residentid and agriculture-rdlated outbuildings. Included in the district
ae Grek Revival, Itdianate, and Colonia Revival-style dwelings together with afair number
of vemacular tenant houses, the latter are styligtically lessdifferentiated. Buildings are st dose
to Main Strest and Depot Road withfi el dsextending behind them, and their mral agricultural
fedling is condggent throughout the digtrict.

The addition of vinyl siding to buildings in the district has had an impact onthe district. Unlike
the use of dding in Hatfield'sUpper Main Strest (NR 1994), which isadmog undetectable
because details continue to be exposad and comer pieces are properly scaed, the siding on many
of the buildingsin Braddreet has been less skillfiiUy applied, and details are not as well handled.
On active farms and on vemacular tenant houses, the use of vinyl or duminum siding is not

(continued)
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laudable, but it is dso more comprehensble than in the primarily resdentid digtricts. Itis
condstent with the pragmatically basad decisonmaking that hesfraditionallygoneonin this
agricultural district.

Infill congmction hes dso taken place dong the district'stwo mainroads. It hes been limited to
anarrow margin of scattered lots adong the roadsde and hes not occurred to intermpt the field
sysem. The buildings are largely outsde the period of significance of the district, but their
workmanship and feeling are compatible with thedisfrict.

The district hes historic integrity in terms of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship,
feeling, and association.

BUILDING DESCRIPTIONS

Resdential Buildings

A chrondogical desription of resdential buildings, organized by syle follows.
Federal Style (1776-1820)

Braddregt was not ahighly settled areaduring the Federd period. Aslate as 1794, when
approximately sixty buildings were indicated on amap of Hatfield dong Main, Elm, and Maple
Streets only four widely sgparated buildings gopeer in the Braddregt area. None of them
remains today. However, housss that were consmcted inlater decades often repested the
Federd forms that were common in Hatfield, and one of theseformsisfoimd inthe 16 Depot
Road, the Dwight Bartlett House (MHC# 36, 1847). With its dateof constmcfion falling a the
end of the 1840s, house hes been conddered a Gregk Reviva cottage, but even if dterations and
loss of decorative trim are taken into consderation, this 1 1/2-gory housewith itsfive-bay,esst
facing facade is Federd inform. It hes agableroof oriented toward the street with anod to the
Gresk Revival; however, the entrance is on the long facade and isframedby narrow, panded
pilasters. Two bays degp, the housgsoveradll proportions are modest. The door and window
openings are Federd in proportion, being relatively smal and narrow. A Queen Anneporch
with tumed postsand scroll-cut brackets adds to the stylistic brew. A fairly broad frieze
encircles the main block of the house, but comerboards are conservatively narrow. There isa
one-gory €ell onthe north and an atached garage. A livestock bam abutsthe elsto forman L-

shgped dooryard.

(continued)
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The same Federd building form usad in the Dwight Bartlett house was eminently adgpteble to
schoolhouses, workshops, and outbuildings of this and following periods as well. An exampleis
the house & 14 Depot Road, which gopeers to have begun as awoodshed in the 1840s (MHC
#37) (Photograph No. 5), a 9 Depot Road and was moved to its present location to be a
tenement house. The building is 1 12 dories in height, benegth afront geble roof Itistwo bays
wide, athough one bay, awindow bay, has been filled in. There isanarrow, single-story
addition on the eest facade and aone-dory ell on the north. The attic-story gable window is a
later addition. Set back from the road, the houseis on brick foundations.

Greek Revival Style (1820-1850)

The Greek Revival Style was one of the most represented in Hatfield. Two other NR Disdtricts,
Hatfield Center and Upper Main Street, have numerous well detailed examples of the style on
both monumental and more modest scdes. In comparison, Braddreet District did not develop
during this period to the extent of the other two digtricts; hence, the actua number of Greek
Reviva buildingsislower. However, there are severd well-developed versons of the styleand a
few of the more modest cottages as well.

The Edwin Harris House a& 487 Main Street (MHC #41, ca 1850) was built by Harris, a
carpenter who came to Braddreat from Vermont and brought with him a substantia notion of
what condtitutes the Gresk Revival. Thisisa2 1/2-gory, center chimney, end-gabled house,
placed gable end to the dreet but with its entry facade facing south. Rectangular in plan, the
houseis five bayswide and three bays degp with a 1 1/2-gory ell and asngle-story garage on
the west facade. Attached bams and workshops form an L-shaped sde yard. Wide comer
pilasters on the main block of the house are panded and support afiill entablature, which makes
aretumin the gable to form apediment. Within the pediment, the raking comice proportions are
maintained from the entablature, and itsrich molding provides a frilly dimensiond effect. The
entry is apedimented portico on panded pogs, and the door surround isframedby smple
pilasters and topped by atransom. Two segmentaly arched dormers on the ell gopeer to date
fromthe 1860s

The Gilbert Morton House a 481 Main Street (MHC #42, ca.l850) is dightly lessbold, but
more refined in detail than the Harris house, and has two features that are stylistically more
advanced. Two and ahalf gories in height beneeth an end-gabled roof, the Morton House isfive
bayswide and oriented towards the sreet as was common during the preceding Federd period.
Two bays deep, the houseisrectangular in planwith three atached dlls, livestock bam, and shop
forming a C-shgped 9de yard. Panded pilasters with unusud onic capitas support awide
entablature, andfirst-storywindow surroimds and the entry door surround are in low relief and
pedimented. On the south facade is acolumn-supported sde porch, which has been partially
encdosed. Irmovative for the period are thefiall-lengthwindows of the first floor and the broad
proportions of the entry with itsfiiU-lengthsiddights.

(continued)
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Although itisnow in poor condifion, the Elihu Marsh House a 24 Depot Road (MHC #35, ca
1850) was equdly asfineinitsorigina date as werethe Harris and Morton houses The Marsh
house, imlike the other two, isfront gabled and hes its entry on the gable end for asidehal plan.
Like the Harris House, there isarear ell and an atached livestock bam, forming an L-shaped
ddeyard. Gregk Reviva details include the comer pilasters and comicethat retumsto form a
pediment. First-floor windows and the entry have eered architrave surrounds. Later additions
and dterations to the house include awragparound porch, ell dormers, afirst-storybay, and Quean
Anne shingling.

The Greek Reviva house a 462 Main Street (ca.l850) (Photograph No. 4) hes had ahistory of
mixed residential/office use Congmcted as afarmhouse with an adjacent tenant house on the
south (now gone), thisisa 1 1/2- sory,front-gabled,sdehdl plan house. 1tisagood example of
the smdler Greek Revival cottage, which placed itsentry in the gable end The building hes been
added to with single-story endosed porches on both the south and west facades, shingled siding
added and one and 1 1/2-dory dlsatached to its eedt facade; the ellsin tum adjoin a former
onion dorehousethat has been converted to amultifamily resdence. The complex hes an L
shgpe and is Situated on acomer, which would have improved itstum-of-the-century adaptation
to post office and commercid use by providing alarge yard for vehicles.

The Reuben Belden House a 448 Main Street, now called Third Hand Farm (MHC #56,
ca.l845), isone of four housesbuilt by Beldenin Bradgreet. Originally asfine an example of
the Greek Reviva syle as the Harris, Morton, and Marsh houses itisnow in rather worn
condition. Two and ahalf goriesin height, the main block hes a seriesof three dlls atached,
forming along rectangular plan. Thelast ell was atobacco sorting shop and hes been dtered for
use as acommercid shop with alarge display window. The main block of the house has a front
gable above two bays, but is entered from its south-facing,five-bayfacade. Wide panded
pilagters frame the house comers and the door surround hes panded pilasters with araised Gresk
key motif flanking half-length sddlights. A four-light transom tops the entry. There are two
interior chimneys, and the houseis st on high granite foundations. There have been severd
window replacements; two Colonial Revival windows with diamond-pane transoms were
inserted onthe dreet facade. A single-story Colonia Reviva porch on pogswas added across
the entry facade and the first ell. One of its bays was subsequently enclosed.

At 70 Depot Road isthe Abner Field House (MHC # 24, cal850) (Photograph No. 6). This
building typifiesthe modest farmhouses that were congmcted during the second half of the 19th
century in Hatfield. 1tis 1 12 soriesin height benesth an end-gable roof Three bays wide and
one bay deep, it has arectangular plan. There isafour-bay ell on the back of the house, which
cormects to an onion gorage bam for an L-shaped sde yard. Now asphat-shingle sded, the
main block of the house has acenter chimney just behind three gabled dormers closaly placed
dde by Sde. Thesewide dormers are alater addition to the house, most likely from the early
1900s Thehouseis st on brick foundations, which gppear more frequently in Hatfield after
1850. Befitting the overal ssimplicity of the house, the door and window surrounds are flat

(continued)
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frames. Seehis2/2. Themain door isacross-and-bible type of four pandsand gopearsto be
origina to the house.

At 54 Depot Road is another Field family house (MHC # 28, ca.l840). Itisa front-gabled
house, 1 12 dories in height and is Sidehdl in plan with itsentry in the gable end. Gresk

Reviva detals are the broadly framed door surround with recessed half-length sidelights.
Although recessed entries are not infrequent dsawhere during this period, they are uncommon in
Hatfield. Relatively wide comerboards andfriezeare dso indicative of the Gresk Revival, but
the short eave retums reved the housgsbasic simplicity. A one-gtory addition on the Sreet
facade incorporates both acomer and sde porch, and two-story ells on the reer of the house
include atwo-car garage.

The Solomon Mosher House & 476 Main Street (ca. 1840) is one of Braddreet's finest Gresk
Reviva building ensembles. First, there isthe house, which is2 12 dories, beneath a front
gabled roof Two bayswide, the sreet facades eaves make frill retums to form apediment, and
panded pilagters neatlyframethe comers. The main entry is on the south-facing, sde facade
smilar to the Reuben Belden House & 448 Main Street. The entry istypically wide, and its
aurround isfrabeatedand endoses half-length sddights. The five baysof this facade have 6/6
window saeh and their first floor lintels are pedimented, excegpt where two bays have been
replaced with a contemporary window. These same pedimented lintels are repested onthe
atached livestock/equipment bam which is placed a aright angle to the houseto form asde
yard. Between the bam and the main block of the house is a connecting, two-story ell.

The house a 55 Depot Road, the Walter Field House (MHC # 27), datesfrom the Greek
Reviva period, ca.l830; however, it has been dtered over the decades and itisprimarily by its
formthat it can be rdlated to the Gregk Revivd period. Itisa2 1/2-gory housewith an end-
geble roof The houseisfive bayswide and three bays degp and is south facing, its geble end
towards Cronin Hill Road. It isacentra-chimney housewith an atached one-gory ell ad
garage on the west facade. A Colonid Revival portico with engaged columns was added to the
main entry. The houseis auminum sided.

Italianate and French Second Empire

Because the Greek Reviva style of building came late to Bradsfreet and continued to be ussd
into the 1850s the Itaianate and French Second Empire styles, which followed the Gregk
Reviva across the country, overlap it herein the 1840s and 1850s Braddreat hes severd fine
examples of the Itaianate, but the French Sscond Empireisnot aswell represented.

Probably the earliest Italianate housein Bradsfreetisa 458 Main Street (MHC. #54, ca. 1850)
(Photograph No. 3). Known a0 as the Reuben Belden House after its builder, the five-by-two-
bay house has alow hipped roof with acenter cupola; with itsbracketed eavesand paired arched
windows, it ssams to have been amodd for subssquant Itaianate housesin the immediate area
Italianate in Syle are the tall proportions of the housgs two sories, which are enhanced by a

(continued)
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wide comice beneeth awide eave overhang. Unlike the later versons, this house has small
windows of 6/6 sash. A full-length, enclosed porch on thefive-baysde facade hides the entry.
There isarear two-story ell, giving the house an irregular plan.

The most high-style Itdianate housein Braddregt isamogd thesatrica inits exaggerated use of
Itdianate mofifs. The Leland Wight House a 471 Main Street (MHC # 43, 1868) is two
dories in height benesth alow hipped roof, which is intended to gppeer as flat as an Italian villa.
As a the Reuben Belden House, thereis acupola a itsroof center. Omate paired brackets
support the wideroof overhang, and avery widefriezeis arched between the bracket pairs. The
brackets are repeated on apolygona sde bay and on areer ell and atached carriage house. The
Italianate arch motif regppears a the ssoond story on apaired window which opens above a fiall-
width porch, and on the sde facade on adightly recessed paired window which opensabovethe
small polygona bay. The main entry on thefive-baydreet facade hes thetall proportions of the
dyle and is an architrave surround with frill transom and sidelights. Windows on the first floor
have been extended to the floor, and surrounds on both stories are footed, an unusud detail in
Hatfield. Thefiill-width porch, which extends across the Sreet facade, is supported on paired
columns linked by asmplerailing. A cariage houseis atached to the rear ell and was designed
with the same Italianate motifsas the main house

The Charles A. JonesHouse a 451 Main Street (MHC # 46) was built in 1867 (Photograph
No. 7) ayear before the Leland Wight House a 471 Main. These two houses sharewith the
Reuben Belden House the low hipped roof with a center Itdianate cupola. The Jones house,
however, isonly three bayswide. Itistwo stories and, like its more eaborate counterparts in the
Upper Main Street didtrict, it hes scrolled metd attic vents. Paired brackets a the eaves
articulate the three bays of the facade and are repeated on the second-story window lintels, which
are pedimented and segmented in design. Seehis 2/2. The housewas updated during the
Colonia Reviva period with the addition of a fiill-width coliurai-supported porch in front of two
Colonia Reviva bay windows with fransoms. There isarear ell with aone-gory porch, giving
the house arectangular plan.

The Sanford S Belden House a 9 Depot Road (MHC #34) was built in 1865 as an Itdianate
house on high granite foundations. Two and ahalf dories in height under an end gable roof with
two interior chimneys, the houseis oriented toward its Sde yard, its gable end toward the Strest.
Three bayswide and two bays degp for arectangular plan, the househes an ell onthe south. The
degp eave overhang formsa complete retum on the gable end. An Itaianate paired arch window
isst in the gable field. A pair of oriel windowsis on the street or north facade a the first-floor
level, and window lintels are bracketed. The upper seshin the orielsis diamond paned, and there
is acolumn-supported porch vargpping the eest facade of the main block of the houseand the ell.
Theselatter two features are dterations made during the Colonial Revival period after afire

damaged the house.

(continued)
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A condgderably more simplified verson of the Itdianate style isthe John W. Field House a 501
Main Street (MHC #38, ca.l860). Itis 1 12 dories in height benesth an end-gabled roof A 1
1/2-gory center pavilion and areer €l givethe houseamodified crossplan. In the pavilion
gable above the entry is an Itdianate arched window; the entry hes been severdy dtered with the
remova of its surroimd and the overall ingtalation of duminum siding. Remaining from the
entry are thetall proportions of the style and half-length sidelights. Typical of the period are the
high brick foundations.

A good example of the more modest Itdianate farmhouse complex isthe David Powers House
a 10-10B CroninHill Road (MHC #25, ca 1875). Powers rebuilt the house after afire
destroyed an earlier houseonthe ste. The present building is atwo-story clgpboard farmhouse,
only three bayswide and one bay deep. Itis st on high brick foundations and oriented with its
gable to the road; however the main entry is on its south-facing door yard, apractice noted
previoudy a the Dwight Bartlett House, 16 Depot Road. Typica of the district's conservative
farmhouse congtmction is, first, that the houseistwo rather than 2 12 sories in height, and
second, that its eavesare not boxed. In addition, the entry is afl at-panel door surround. A
sngle-gory shed-roof ell connectsthe houseto two bamsa aright angle to the house. The €l
hes two shed-roof dormers and arecent skylight.

The O. Stanley Graves House a 497 Main Street (MHC #39, ca. 1860) was moved to this ste
before 1873, but was probably congmcted a decadeearlier. Itis 1 12 dories in height beneath
an end gabled roof and isplaced ddeways onitslot. Vinyl siding, added dormers and an
enclosed porch olbscure any details that might make its date and style readily gpparent.

The French Second Empire style has two examples in Braddredt, alarger-scde houseand a
andler cottage. The Frank Jones House a 443 Main Street (MHC #55, ca. 1865) was moved
to its dte sometime after 1913 from the north sde of Depot Road neer its intersection with Main
Sfreet. The 2 1/2-gory houseis L-shgped in plan, with atower & itsinterior angle and rear two-
dory ells. Now duminum sided, the house hes logt itstower roof, and its entry portico hes been
dtered with the substitution of 1950swrought iron podsfor the originals. There is, however,
sufficient detail remaining from the housgs original gppearanceto indicate thet it was rather
grand. Stacked bays on the north and eest facades have modillion blocks and brackets a their
cornices, and dormers on the mansard roof have pedimented lintels. Dormers on the mansard ell
are through-cornice, which gives them a decorative recessed gopesrance. A messure of the
origina impact of the house isthe fact that the porch roof is dso a shalow mansard.

At 38 Depot Road isthe Albert A. Marsh House (MHC #30, ca 1880). Thissmal mansard-
roofed cottage istwo stories in height and two bayswide by two bays degp for a square plan with
arear one-dory ell addition. The regularity of the south facede is enlivened by two polygonal
projecting baysof one story. The house has been sded with artificial shingles, and an endosed
porch hes been added on the eedt facade, obscuring the main entrance. However, two dormers on
each of these facades has segmentdly arched lintels with consoles, which are omate decorative
features and suggedt that the original gppearance of the housewas stylistically developed, if

(continued)
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modes insze. The dormers are through-cornice in their placement, smilar to those a the Frank
Jones House a 443 Main Sfrest.

Queen Anne and Colonial Revival

The Quean Anne style in Hatfield did not reech the heights it did in the neighboring towns of
Northampton and Amherst, and in Braddreet it bardly exids as adefinablestyle. Thesingle
excepfionisthe housea 19 CroninHill Road (MHC #26, ca 1910). Thisisasmple two-story
house with an end gable roof with neither retums nor boxed eaves It isthree bayswide and two
depfor arectangular plan. Thereisarear ell. A fiiU porch with tumed supports hes scrollwork
brackets, typical of the Quean Anne style.

Many of the houses that were built in Bradstreet during this period were tenant houses, and their
constmction was strictly utilitarian. An example of thistype of Quean Anne-period tenant house
with no particular omament isa 11 Old Farms Path (MHC #50, ca 1900). Thisisatwo-story,
front-gable house, three bayswide, with arear one-story €ll. It has an added gabled porch entry
and isvinyl 9ded. Early 20th century stock trim and stock windows datethe generd timeof its
constmction rather than decorative featvires characteristic of the Quean Anne style. Additional
examples are found a 7, 9 and 28 Old Farms Path, as well as a 27 and 31 Depot Road.

A few houses had Queen Anne additions made to them. One such isthe porch onthe 1847
Dwight Bartlett House a 16 Depot Road, which has decorative scroll-cut brackets typical of the

Quean Aime style.

The Colonia Reviva style gopearsin severd housesin Bradsfreet and was usad in two additions
to earlier houses. A good example of the styleisthe H. H. Field House a 42 Depot Road
(MHC #29, ca. 1900). Thisisa2 1/2-gory housebeneath apyramida hiproof covered in date.
Its plan and eevation are made complex by the infroduction of atransverse bay onthe eest
facade and a single story bay window intermpting the southeest comer of the housebehinda
wrgparound porch. Onthe second story, arectangular three-bay window extends dlightly from
the plane of the facade above the pedimented porch entry. The porch is supported on Colonial
Reviva columns, which are paired a the entry. A cenfrally placed, hipped-roof dormer repeets
the three-bay motif.

The Oscar Belden House a 41 Depot Road (MHC #31, ca 1900) is ancther good example of
the style and hes the finest example of a Colonial Revival bam in Hatfield. Now auminum

Sded, the 2 1/2-gory house hes agegply pitched, end-gable roof whose eaves make afiil retum
for agarrison overhang effect. The houseis three bayswide and four degp with agabled pavilion
onthe eed. A one-gtory porch wraps around the north and eedt facades and is entered benegth a
pedimented gable and supported by dender Doric columns. There are severd Quean Anne
motifsincorporated in the housgsdesign. Among them isthe use of fishscaleshingles in the
porch gable, and the multipaned sash in the main facade gable and on the west gair window. A 1
1/2-gory, three-bay bam ell on the south sde of the house connects the houseto the Colonial

(continued)
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Reviva livestock bam. Thisgable-roofed, cgpboard bam has Pdladian windows in each geble
end. On the eet end there are double- entry doors on atrack topped by amultilight transom,
which isitself topped by aportico on consoles. An addition to the bam for potato sorage on the
wes givesthe bam anL plan.

At 467 Main Street (MHC #44, ca. 1910) is probably one of the last housesbuih in the Colonial
Reviva stylein the district, yet itsfive-by-three-bay, end-gable houseform had perssted from
the early 19th century in Hatfield. Modificationswere made to the house, however, to update the
traditional form. On the dreat facade, only the second story followsthe traditiona five-bay
formula, and a that, its centrd bay isadoor opening onto a porch roof, rather than the usud
window. On the first gory there are only three bays and the two windows flanking the center
entry have been enlarged, as was typical of the Colonia Revival, and given diamond pane
fransoms. A single-bay, one-story porch is supported by Doric columnson pedestas. Thereis a
one-gtory, polygona bay on the eedt facade, and the whole houseis st on high, pressed-concrete
block foundations.

The Archie Graves House a 491 Main Street (MHC #400) was built in 1900. Itisalarge
Colonia Reviva house, 2 12 goriesin height, with its date-covered, gable-end roof oriented
toward the sreet. A brick wrgparound porch endosed with jalousie windows, which gopears to
have been added in the 1960s covers mog of the first floor and the original entry. On the south
facade isacentra gabled pavilion. Both the pavilion and the greet facade gables havefial eave
retums forming pediments. Thevinyl-sided house hes atwo-story ell onthewes.

At the tum of the century, utilitarian tenement or tenant houses continued to be built in the
digtrict for farm laborers, as they had been in earlier decades An example of oneof these houses
isthe Charles and Frank JonesHouse a 31 Depot Street (MHC #32, ca. 1900). Thisisa 2
1/2-gory house, three bays wide and two bays degp under an end-gabled roof A glassendosed,
one-gory porch has been added to the dreet facade and the house hes been asphdt-shingle sided,
<0 that entry and window details are not readily visible, but it isdear that the house was never
more omate. Windows are narrow and have 2/2 sash. There isaone-dtory rear ell.

The Adeline A. Marsh House a 495 Main Street (ca 1890) was not gpparently built essa
tenement house, but it doesexhibit much of the same utilitarian gpproach to design. St back
from Main Street, the houseistwo sories in height, with an end-gable roof, acenter chimney,
and ashed roof porch over itsampleentry. The houseisthree bays wide and one bay degpfor a
rectangular plan. Thereisasdeell. Windows are wide, which istypical of tum-of-the-century
resdentia building in Hatfield.

Two earlier houseshave had Colonial Reviva porch additions. The Elihu Marsh House of ca.
1850 a 24 Depot Road and the Sanford S Belden House of ca 1865 a 9 Depot Road. Both
received wrgparound porches supported on columns.

(continued)
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The houseform known as the bimgalow isthought to have originated during the 19th century in
Indiawhere its pitched roof with wide eavesand deeply recessad entry sheded the interior in the
hot climate. Transported to this country, the form became extremely popular for its economy of
Foeceand materids a atime when suburbs were developing. The bungaow reflected a changing
aesthetic awvay from the complexity of the Quean Anne and Colonial Revival styles with their
towers, bays,fransversegables, dormers, and exterior omament, towards asimplicity of plan and
omament. The bungaow was favored by the Craftsman movement for its smplifie<!
architectura forms, which gppeared hand crafted and distinct from the machine-made omament
of the Quean Anne style. Bungaowslent themsdves to blending in with the surroimding
landscgpe and to the use of local building materids, both of which features were promoted by the
Craftsman movement. |t should be pointed out, however, that in the handsof the many builders
in the Connecticut River Valey and the rest of the coimtry the bungaow took off in many
different directions. There were Swiss chaet bungaows, Japanese-style bunga ows. Colonial
Reviva bungaows, and westem ranch bungalows. In Braddtreet afine Colonia Revival-style
bungdow isfound & 435 Main Street (MHC #57, ca. 1914) (Photograph No. 2). Thisisa 1
1/2-gory shingled housewith avery segply pitched roof, which extends on the dreet facadeto
endose adegp porch. Three bays wide and three bays degp, the houseis squarein planwith a
amal sngle-story bay onthe south. A shed-roof dormer extends across the width of the roof and
has an eyebrow roof line to incorporate double doors in the center of the dormer. These doors
open onto asmal balcony. The porchis supported on Colonia Reviva-style colimms, linked by
alow baudgrade. Thewide entry with diamond-paned sddights and the consoles a the eaves
above the column capitas are dso Colonia Revivd in style, as isthe garrison overhang on the
north gable.

At 15 Old Farms Path isasscond and later example of the Bungaow style (ca.l920). Oneand
ahalf gories in height and three bays wide, itisnow vinyl sded, but still displays many of the
best features of the style, including aroof overhang forming adegp porch. Porch supports are
battered pogts on an gpron, and foundations are pressad concrete bl ock.

Barns and Outbuildings

The Braddreet district has alarge number of outbuildings related to agriculture, the most
numerous of which are bams. Tobacco bams or sheds are found in the grestest number in
Braddreet; tobacco shops, stock bams, onion and potato sorage buildings, horse bams, chicken
coops, and equipment sheds are dso numerous. Stmctures such as cylindrical silos and open-
plan silos, and amanure processing plant are found & one large-scde farm as well.

Most striking among the bams are the tobacco shedslining Bashan Road (Photogrgphs No. 1
and 9), Upper and Old Farms Paths, and are set back from the houses dong the eet Sde of Main
Street. Bashan Road and Upper Farms Path are single-lane, unpaved,fiel d-accessroads leading
from Main Street to thefiel dsonthe eest. Old Farms Path has been paved where houses have

(continued)
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bem built dlong it near Main Stredt; however, it, too, isafield-accessroad and part of the road
sydem across thefields. Along theseroads are ningean tobaocco bams on the perimeter of ane of
Braddred'slarges areas of gpenfiel dsalong the Connecticut River. The bamsaresat next to
thefieldroadsand often in convenient groups Used for tabacoo dorage and curing, the bams
areall vertically sded and hinged for ventilation purposes They differ in the numbe of bents
(from approximatdy seven to fifteen) that deeerminethar length, but all have gabled roofs that
aetar and agphat covered. Therearedouble doors a each end for loading purposss and many
of the bams show traces of the identifying initials and numbers of the tobacco companies for
whom the arop wasraised. Vine covered and empty, none of the bamsisin active use at the
present exoept for occasonal dorage and all arein dange of bang logt to deterioration. While
tobacco was raised intensively into the 1960sin Hatfidd and bamswere bang built during this
period, the tobacoco bamsin Bradsregt by and large date before the 1940s When candda
tobaooo leaf was infroduced into cultivation in Hatfidd, itsnesd for dark, maig curing led bams
to be covered with tarpaper to maintain the proper conditions. One of these candda curing bams
isfoamd across the dregtfr omthe house a 70 Depot Road (MHC #24 ca. 1940). An example of
alater bamisfound at 15 Old Farms Path. During the heyday of tobacoo growing, livesock
and horse bamswaer e often converted to tobacoo dorage an example of one of these conversons
isa 487 Main Street. Then, astobacoo was no longer pr ofitable, tobaocoo bams were
occasonally converted to use as equipment 2arage bams particularly when they werelocated
near the main farmhouse Oneof thexisa 28 Old Farms Path.

Associated with tobacco production are tobacco shops where the leaveswere sorted and bundled
for shipment during the winter months. One of these shops remains a 448 Main Street (MHC
#56, ca. 1920) as part of the reer el of the Reuben Belden House. Another shop isa 481 Main
Street (MHC #42, ca. 1900) the Gilbert Morton House, which was a one time the ste of
Braddreet's largest tobacco shed and more than one sorting shop. The latter are now gone,
having been logt in the hurricane of 1960.

Livestock barnsarefomd a mod of thefarms the Gilbert Morton farm, for ingance, has a
sxiesof dlsand attached bamsforming a C-shaped doar yard. Thelarges bam isthe livestock
bam which is contemporary with the housg, ca. 1850. It isone of two bamsin the didrict that
weaemarethan utilitarian and were desgned with omament. In this case, the window surrounds
are pedimented to match thaose on the house The ssoond gyligtically desgned bam is the
livesock bam a 41 Depot Road (MHC #31, ca. 1900) which was dexcribed above  Utilitarian
livestock bamsarefound a 497 Main Street, the O. Stanley Graves House (MHC #39, ca.
1920); and a 9.16 and 24 Depot Road.

V egetable sorage bams became important early in the 20th century. Onion storage barns are
recognizable for their thick walls and for the small square openings that are generdly placed in a
row aong the 9desof the building. One onion dorage bam isparticularly well known in
Hatfield, located a the Sanford S and Oscar Belden Farm 9 Depot Road (MHC #34), it was
the most up-to-date and innovative bam of itstypewhenitwas built in 1909. Itisa pressed

(continued)
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concrete-block building with agable roof and has a cgpacity of 50,000 bushds of onions. Thick
walls and small ventilation windows provided the climate confrol necessary for the crop, and an
interior eevator was built for improved handling and sorage. Most onion Sorage bams were
wood constmction, however, and agood example isthe one atached to the house a 70 Depot
Road (MHC # 24), aone-gtory gabled ssmcture with adate roof Itisfour bayslong and eech
opening has atop-hinged shutter cover to regulate air circulation. Another large onion sorage
bamisfound a 501 Main Street, the David Turner House. Here, the large onion sorage bam
hes had ametal-roofed |oading dock added to it for contemporary use. One onion sorage bam
hes been converted to residential use in the district. Itisfound a 462 Main Street. Two dories
in height, the building isfive bays wide and hes agabled roof and a clgpboard exterior. Itis
atached to the main house by severd els. Potato storage barns are dso found in the didtrict.
At 41 Depot Road (MHC #31), apotato sorage bam was added to the livestock bam and is a
utilitarian ell addition.

Chicken coops, corn cribs and equipment sheds arealso found throughout the digrict. Both a
chicken coop and com crib arefound a 28 Old Farms Path; ancther chicken coop is at 481
Main Strest.

An unusud stmcture seenin Braddreet isaconcrete cylindrical shed about seven feet high,
which was one of a number put up for school bus shelters in the 1950s (It is nonconfributing.)

Commercial Buildings

Commercid buildings are few in Bradsfreet. At 501 Main Street, one of the farm's outbuildings
isused commercialy for farm equipment salesand as a seasond vegetable dand. This single-
dory shed is open onthe roadsde for displays. Itiscovered in weetherboard and dates to ca

Cemdaery

There is one cemeaery in Braddreet |ocated near the comer of Depot and Main Street. 1tissat
back from the road, as there was a schoolhouse a one time between the cemetery and the road.
The cemetery boundaries are marked on al four Sdesby smal pointed granite pods. The pods
extend onthe Sfreet Sde as if to endose the rear of the schoolhouse yard that was once there.
The cemetery is surrounded by mature magple trees and within it are about one hundred markers.
Obdisks are the mogt prominent among the markers, with granite, limestone, and afew marble
dabsaso represented.

LAND USE DESCRIPTION
Agricultural Land

Agricultura land dominates usss in the district. Of its gpproximately 1200 total acres, 83% or
995 ares are devoted to agriculture. Woodland is minimal with gpproximately 165 acresor 14%

(continued)



NPS Fom, 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-00IS
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Bradgreet Historic District

Section number 7 Paae 13 Matfielcjj(Hg{gpmireCounty)

section numoer — - rage

of thetotal. Thisoccurs mainly aong the river's edge and on afew margind lots dong the
remnants of the Greaet Pond, and in the northwest quedrant of the district. House lotsdivided
from agricultura land are foimd in sections of Main Street and Depot Road occupying an
edimated 40 acres, and in total they do not excead 3% of the total acreege.

Archaeologica Description

The Braddfreet Historic Didtrict is located in an areawhere severd known prehistoric dtes have
been documented and where a high potentia exigts for additiond dtes to be found. At present, four
Stesare recorded in the district and 56 Stesin the generd area(within one mile). Four of the latter
gtes lie near the district boundary and may actudly extend into the district. Each of the known
gtes lies in the eestem hdf of the district within the Connecticut River floodplain. Three of the
Stes (19-US-172, 174, 261) are located on the westem bank of the Connecficut River. Thefourth
known ste (19-HS-175) lies about one-haf mile west of the Connecticut River near the intersection
of Main Sfreet and Bradsfreet Road. Other known prehistoric Stesin the generd areahave smilar
locationd attributes with mogt Stesfound on the Connecticut Riverfloodplai nneer the main river
channd or tributary sfreems and wetlands of the Connecticut River. Mot of the known gtesin the
digtrict contain little interpretative information beyond locationd factors. The exception is Ste 19-
HS-261 located neer a bend inthe Cormecticut River and atum in Bashin Road. That Ste was
documented by the Massachusatts Historical Commission Prehistoric Survey Team in the Rodimon
Callection. Artifacts catdogued from that Ste contain dragnistic materids indicating Late Archaic,
Early Woodland, Middle Woodland, Late Woodland and possbly Contact Period affiliations for
theste.

The physicad characterigtics of the digtrict are favorable for many types of prehistoric Stelocations.
The proposed didtrict islocated in the northeestem portion of town lying on awidefloodplainon
the west bank of the Connecticut River. Thedigtrict isbounded primarily by the Connecticut River
on the east and the 150 foot contour to the west. The southem boundary indludes acombination of
floodplain with Great Pond and Cow Bridge Brook wetlands. The northem boundary isthe
Franklin and Hampshire County boundary including an area that is mostly afl oodplain.Soils in
the digtrict are predominantly well drained and the product of lacudtrine and aluvia origin, the
resdenceof glacia LakeHitchcock. Landforms in the district are characterized by floodplain
terraces re-carved from glacial sediments byrivermeandering.  Given the high range of ecologica
diversity within dose proximity (mgged uplands, lowland bogs andriverchannds), thisportion of
Hatfield would have been exfremely attractive to Native people for both settlement and resource
gathering activities. While comprehendve archaeologica surveys are lacking for the Hatfield areg,
aurveys in the town of Hadley on the eestem sde of the Connecticut River, opposte Hatfield, can
be usad as abadsfor projecting sSte dengties in the Hatfield locde. In a 1978 sudy, Dincauze
identified 73 Stesin that town with the highest Ste dengties in the vicinity of Connecticut River
tributaries. In Hatfield this pattem may be repested in the Center district area where the Cow
Bridge Brook and the Connecticut River medt a alarge bend in the river. Recant collections
research in the generd area(Johnson 1985) hes added consderable cultura and tempord
specificity to known stesin the Hatfield and Hadley locde. Collections reseerch indicates that

(continued)
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type artifacts representative of the Late Archaic and Woodland, particularly Late Woodland,
Periods are the mogtfrequentlyrepresented on dtesin the tovm. Sitesbelonging to the Middle
Archaic Period have dso been recorded. At least one sysemdic archaeologica study hes dso been
conducted in the northem portion of Hatfield (Raber 1980,1981) where test excavations & the
Treatment Plant Ste indicated a Woodland Period occupation containing aflexedhuman burial.
Given known archaeologicd information and locationa characteridtics for the areg, the presence of
prehistoric stesis documented in the district and high potentid exigs for additiona Stesto be
fovind.

A high potential ds0 exids for historic archaeologica resources in the district. No recorded
stlement was present in Braddreet during the Plantation Period (1620-1675). Initial settlement in
the village occurred during the Colonia Period (1675-1775) after the village land was first divided
and dlotted to Hatfield's 58 Proprietors in 1682. Lands were laid out according to the open field
sygem common with English settlersin 17th century New England. Bashin Road and Old Farmers
Path were field aooess roads adong which long rectangular lotswere laid out m the 1682 division.
These dlotments were not fenced in 1682 and today still remain open and unmarked. Asmany as 3
to 4 houses were built around 1682 and were occupied until sometime between 1703 and 1728.
Abandonment of these houses may date to the 1704 Deerfield Massacre or from perssting war with
the Native Americans until 1725. None of these homes survivestoday. Jamnes M. Craftsin his
history of the town of Whately, Massachusdtts of 1899 date that two cdlar holes and sones from
their chinmeys were visible from these early houses on the land of Reuben Belden and that records
from 1695 indicate that one of these houses was fortified. The Belden House is still extant & 448
Main Sfreet. Very few houses were built between the early settlement of ca. 1682 and the drawing
of a 1794 mgp which illusfrates 4 houses in the digtrict locale. These houses may or may not be the
original 4 gmctures discussed above, however, we do know that none are extant today. One of the
houses discussad above may dso be the home of Revolutionary War veteran Josgph Guild who
lived on Main Sfreet in Bradsfreet neer the border with Whatdly. Thus, from initial settlement in
ca 1682 until the early 19th century as many as 8 housss or faamdeads may have been present in
the Braddfreet area. Outbuildings were aso probably presant as well as occupationd related
features (frash pits, privies, wells). Archaeologica survivasof lae 17th Century movegble anima
pens st up in the meadows for shop grazing may aso survivein the district. Evidence of this
resource may survive as post-hole pattemsfrom fence lines.

Most extant buildings and potential archaeologica Stesin BradSreet datefrom the 19th century, a
period characterized by new constmction, and converdons from agricultura buildings to
reddences. Converdons from sngle to multi-family resdences were aso common during the
period. Beyond smctures usad for agriculture or broom manufacture, commercid smctures were
rarein the district. The sdmcture a 462 Main Sfreet isthe only commercid building in Bradsfregt
having been usad as a Pog Office and smdl generd goreduring the Late Industrial Period.
Documented 19th century archaeologicd dtesof single family resdencesin the district include a
house desfroyed by firea 10-1 OB Cronin Hill Road where David Powers rebuilt ahouse in . 1875,
two mid 19th century homes on Main Sfreet near the Reuben Belden House (ca. 1845) & 448 Main
Sfreet, and ahouse which bumed a 31 Depot Road and was replaced by atenement.  The re-use of
agricultura buildings for resdentiad housing and tenement housing was aso important in the 19th
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century, particularly during the Late Industria Period as the district drew an influx of foreign bom
immigrants. Stmctura remains may survive from tenements no longer extant a the comer of Main
Sfreat and Old Farmers Path, near the homes of Gilbert Morton and Sarah Wright on Main Strest
and next door to the tenemant a 31 Depot Road. One resdence a 462 Main Sfreet (ca 1850) was
originally congmcted as afarm house then later expanded to aresdence. A tenement house was
present next to the latter gmcture but isnow gone. A brick schoolhouse built after the Civil War
but no longer extant was dso presant in front of the cametery on Depot Road. This smcture
represents the only civic type die in the district. Outbuildings, particularly those rdated to
agriculture represent amajor building type for sanding smctures and archaeologica Stesin the
digtrict. Tobacco bams may represent the mogst common outbuilding type in the district for both
extant buildings and archaeologicd dtes Mogt existing tobacco bams date to the Late Industrial
Period expandon in the district, aperiod when onion storage bams aso gopeared. Tobacco bams,
however, were 0 presant during the 1830's and especidly after broom com production fell in the
1850s Archaeologica survivasfrom the early tobacco bams should survive in the digtrict as well
& survivasfrom tobacco shops where leaves were sorted and prepared for shipment. Late 18th
and early 19th century outbuildings where brooms were manufactured should o survive in an
archaeologica context often with extant resdences in the district. Livestock bams, vegetable
dorage sheds, and equipment dorage sheds represant additiona outbuilding types that may survive
& achaeologicd gtes.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bradgtret Higtoric Digtrict retains integrity of location, design, setting, materid's, workmanship
and feeling, as well as association with Hatfield's development as an important agricultura area
and fulfils Criteria A and C onthe local level.

Theland of the village of Bradstreet wasfirst divided and aloted to Hatfield's fifty eight
Proprietorsin 1682 and has been in active agricultural use for two hundred years. It provides an
example of the open field sysdem established by English settlers in 17th century New England, a
syslem of common land use which hes been maintained to thisday in unmarked rectangular lots
arayed aong unimproved field acoessroads.

Braddtreet was one of the agricultural centersof Hatfield, playing ahighly significantrole in
date agricultural history as one of the largest producers in the Cormecticut River Valley of
broom com, and the largest producer of tobacco in the mid-19th century. It wasthe Sat€s
largest tobacco and onion producer in the first decade of the 20th century. Tobacco production
wasto lagt into the 1970s as aresult of the nation's embargo on Cuban exports.

Braddreet's architecture reflectsitstransition from family besed farm labor to hired employee
basd |abor with amixture of stylistically determined farmdeads and utilitarian tenements (what
would be called today tenant houses) for the immigrant farm laborers who began arriving in the
village in the 1840s and cameinincreasngly large numbers through the tumof the century. This
is abroad pattem which characterizes much of the agricultiiral economy of Westem
Massachusetts and New England in the 18th and 19th centuries. Outbuildingsf romlivestock
bamsto tobacco and onion bamsreved much about the mixed agricultural practices that
udtained the farms of Braddreet for two hundred yearswithin the national context of rising
competition from the midwest.

Plantation Period (1620-1675)

The Connecticut River Valey between Mt. Holyoke on the south, and Mt. Sugarloaf and Mt.
Toby on the north, was the home of the Norwottuck Indians a the time of settlement by the
English. The Norwottucks, thought to number about three hundred a the time of first contact
with the English, were abranch of the Nipmucks and were themsdlves divided into three groups
under the leaders Chickwallop, Umpachaa and Quonquont. The three groups had someloose
territorial boundaries which were reflected in land sales to the English signed by the three
leeders

The history of land purchase is extremely complicated for Hadley and Hatfield. The Bay
Colony's Generd Court was granting land to petitioners but s multaneoudy much of the land dso
hed to be purchased from the Native Americans. Settlers were caught between the British who

(continued)
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were imposing their sysem on the Colony, and the Native Americans who were willing to take
part in the sysem but for whom the intricacies were lessimportant. Nowhere are the differences
between the English concept of land ownership and those of the Native Americans more evident
than those which took place over the Braddtreet Historic District. Imposition of the English
sydem over vadt aress of the Colony gaverise to complexities which took decedes to draighten
out. It was never amatter of outright taking of the land; rather land was bought and sold
according to English law but inconsstencies in boundaries and agreements occurred. While the
exact boundaries of each purchasein Hatfield are difficult to discern preciseinevitably today, the
genard aress can be laid out.

Purchaee of land from Native Americans began in 1653 when the Generd Court gppointed three
men of Springfield, John Pynchon, Elizur Holyoke and Samud Chapin to lay out two plantations
north of Springfield. In retum for their work they would then be granted one of thetwo
plantations. The first plantation was on the west sSde of the river from the Cgpawonk Meadow
(in Hatfield) south to ihe heed of the falls(in South Hadley). The second plantation was on the
eed Sde of theriver (in Hadley). Pynchon, Holyoke and Chapin took control of the first
plantation and added to it alarger portion of the Cgpavonk Meadow which they bought from the
Native Americansin 1657. Settlers to the sscond plantation formed Hadley 1658/1659. The
Capawvonk Meadow section waas added by Hadley to itsareaiin a 1663 purchase from the
Northampton Planters. To complicate metters, the Generd Court in 1659 smultaneoudy granted
Govemor Braddreaet 500 acres of "unoccupied land” west of the Connecticut River and Daniel
Dennison another 500 acres. Gov. Dennison took his 500 acres between Greast Pond and the
Cormecticut River. Braddreat didn't immediately claim the boimdaries of his grant, but when he
did they were supposad to be six miles from the Northampton meeting house. He did not follow
this stipulation, however, and the land he took was the North Hatfield Meadows which
overlgpped vsath two purchases of land by Hadley and Hatfield. Specifically, Braddreet'sclaim
included land bought from the Native Americans: the first in 1660 from Umpachaa and the
ssoond in 1672 by Hatfield, two years after its incorporation as atown, from Quonquont's
widow. Thetown tried to invalidate Braddreet's claim, but their petition was overruled in court
and eventudly the town bought someof it outright from him for 200 pounds sterling. The
baance of his grant was bought from his heirs, after his degth in 1697, through a syndicate of
Hatfield citizens. Gov. Deimison agreed before his degth in 1688 to aland swgp which doubled
his holdings in what was to become Whately. After his deeth Dennison's heirs sold to the
Hatfield syndicate as well. The areaof Braddreat Historic District islocated in what was
Govemor Braddreet's grant and dso within the 1672 purchase of land by Hatfield from
Quonquont's widow.

Farmers during this and the subssquent period were interdependent  rather than self-sufficient, as
isoftenclamed. Each farm grew what it required, traded with other farmers for what they could
not produce, and only then were surpluses given over to the outsde market. Items produced by
Hatfield farmers for themsaves and for which there often were surplusesfor sdle included pees,

(continued)
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and flaxseed. Non-agricultural items mede for market were wooden products such as lathsand
boards  Surpluses of peas andflaxseedand the wooden products were taken to the Connecticut
River where they were |oaded on trading schooners to be carried to Springfield, Hartford, and
Middletown.

Colonial Period (1675-1775)

King Philip's War, fought between settlers aiid Native Americansin Westem Massachusdtts,
darted in 1675, making settlement avay from town center arisky enterprise, S0 the northem
section of Hatfield remained common land and unsettled for dmodgt ten moreyears. Thenin
1632 thistwice-bought areanorth of the Grest Meadow was divided and allotted among
Hatfield's fifty eight Proprietors. Thethreat from attack posed by King Philip's War had lessened
for the time being and the Proprietors, twenty two years after settling in Hatfield, were expanding
their herds andfiel dsand providing land for the next generation. The areaof the dlotmentswas
named Bashan and wes divided into two sections which came to be known as Old Faams and
Wes Farms. Following the open field alotment practice which had been used earlier in
Hatfield's first distribution in the Great Ponsett meadows, long rectangular lotswere laid out
dongthe field access roads. (These till exist today as Bashan Road and Old Farms Peth. The
individual alotmentswere not fenced in 1682 and are today still open and urmiarked.)
Proprietors were assgned alot in eech section. Three to four houses were built around 1682 and
were occupied until sometime between 1703 and 1728.

The abandoimient of these first houses may date from the Deerfield Massacre of 1704 or from
the perasting war with the Indianswhich did not end until atreasty was sgnedin 1725. James
M. Crafts in hisHistorv of the Town of Whatelv, Massachusdits of 1899 dates that two cdlar
holes and sonesfrom their chimneyswere visible from these early houses on the land of Reuben
Belden, and that records dating from 1695 indicated that one of the houses was fortified.
(Reuben Belden House, MHC#54, 448 Main Street). After thisearly settlement, there were to be
few housssbuilt before the map of 1794 was published showing only four houses which may or
may not have been the original four.

During the 1770s the older towns of the Cormecticut River Valey were creating new digtricts
and expanding their borders to provideland for their children and new arrivals. In Hatfield this
wes the case in 1771 when Whatdy was established on land which had been part of the purchase
of 1672. New roadsaso improved circulation within the town limits. By 1794 Main Stret hed
been extended north around Great Pond to Braddtreet, connecting this section of town with the
center. With thisextension, the areaof Braddreet began its permanent devel opment.

(continued)
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Agriculture in Hatfield during the Colonia Period began to teke on a character which would
persg to the middle of the 19th century, and Braddreet was centrd to this economy.
Chrigiopher Clark in The Roots of Rura Capitalism. Westem Massachusetts, 1780-1860, (Ithaca,
1990), describes the farmgteads as continuing to grow enough to feed themsdves most of what
they needed, and trading among themsdves for the rest. However, agriculture grew more
diverse. Farms commonly produced sheep, beef, pork, flax, wheet and rye. The first departure
during this period from their interdependent, non market-oriented economy was that Hatfield
farmers began fattening cattle for market a least from the beginning of the period. Asearly as
1680, the town sdected aherder for the months of May to Sgptember, paying him 12 shillingsa
week. Thismeant that Hatfield farmersraised their own cattle for market, but some took cattle
from other, lessfertile, townsfor fattening. Shegp were a0 raised, and for atime it gopeared
that farmerswould increase their herds substantialy. Thetown st up movesble pensin the
meedows during the summers to control and improve their grazing. |n 1691 Hatfield counted
273 sheep, but eight yearslater there were only eighteen more.

Even with some crop diversity and an incipient market product in the fattening of cattle, cash in
this economy was 0 limited that grain was amedium of exchange and the town yearly st a
vaueonit a Town Meeting.

Federal Period (1775-1830)

Hatfield began the Revolutionary period as aLoyalist town, sSigning a document in support of the
King in 1768. Severd of the Connecticut Valley's mog affluent and influential familieslivedin
Hatfield and the Loyalist sentiment they represented was initially strong and supported by the
town a large. One of them, Reuben Belden, was from Braddreet. Under the influenceof Rev.
Josgph Lyman's persuasive sermons, mogt of the townsgpeople shifted their dlegiance to the
revolutionaries during the next few years. Belden, Samud Partridge, and |srael Williams
remaned Tory stdwarts, however, and Williams was even sugpected of recmiting soldiers.
Finally, whentheir Tory activity becameathredt to the town, these men and someof their family
members were given saven daysto sign adocument promising their support of the revolutionary
caux= Williams and his son were the only Loyalists who ran afoul of the town; they were teken
over to Hadley and "amoked" and later jailed until they agread to Sop their activities.
Presumably, Belden thought better of hisposition and signed.

In all, between 125 and 127 soldiers went to war from Hatfield. One of them was Josgph Guild
who lived in Bradgreet on Main Street, near the border with Whatdly in ahousethat is now
gone. Guild sawv more significant battles than mogt soldiers, as he sarved for seven years. He
saw both Generd Burgoyne and Lord Comwallis surrender & Saratogaand Y orktown and was in
the battle of Monmouth. Guild isburiedin the Depot Road Cemetery in Braddrest (MHC #301).

(continued)
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After the war, Hatfield citizens were involved in Shays Rebellion. Asfarmers, they were very
sympathetic with the issues of the rebellion and took an activerolein the protests which began in
1782. Thefocus of their protest wasthejailing of farmers and the taking of their land for debt
that was occurring throughout Hampshire Coimty. Farmers were caught in acrunch between the
towns and the new gtate govemment. Townswere having difficulty collecting from the Sate
govemment money owed them for the war effort, yet they adso nesded to raise cashto pay ther
outstanding debts. Greet pressurewas put on local farmers to make up the gap and when they
were unable to pay their debtson time, their land was taken. The protests took aviolent tum
when angry crowds overran the Northamptonjail and rdeased prisoners. 1n 1787 Hatfield's John
Billings, chairman of a county convention held to protest the conditions, retracted thetown's
support for the rebellion and urged restraint againdftirtherviolence.

During the Revolutionary War, afew Hatfield and Braddreet farmers were adle to supply beef to
the troops a something of aprofit, but for most there was agreet ded of lost ground to meke up
after thewar. Firgtof all, farms were small; second, debtswere widespread, and finally, the
vagaries of weather added an vmpredictability to their harvest. The majority of farmersin
Hatfield and Bradgtreet had between one and twenty five acresin 1800 and only 7.7% hed farms
over 200 acres. To support acomplicated seriesof debtsto their neighbors, Bradgtreet farmers
hed to protect themsdves from bad growing years and low prices on single crops. An example

of the debt Situation was that of Hatfield'sDavid Morton who a his degth ca 1800 had afarm and
persona belongings worth $6,500 and debt of more than $2,560 owed to over thirty people in the
region (Clark, p.65). To meat this chalenge, farmers devdoped mixed-crop agriculture further.

Unpredictable harvests and the danger of relying on asingle crop were mede patently clear in the
1790s when whesat production suffered. Demand for wheat was increasing outsde the
Cormecticut River Valley, offering farmers the opportunity to develop astaple crop and sabilize
their income. But soil was depleted, and blight, the so-caled Hessan Fly, and mst reduced
wheet yields 20 greetly that farmerslost the opportimity to have a sgple crop for market. In
response, Hatfield'sfarmersincreased the amount of rye they grew and the number of heeds of
livestock they owned. In timesof poor crop yields, meat and dairy production saw them through.

Baancing the investment between crops and livestock led farmers to achange inland use during
thisperiod. In order to buffer themsdves from bad years, farmers neaded to increase the number
of crops they raised and increasetheir livestock herds. To do this, land needed to be used more
intensively, and unimproved land hed to be deared for cultivation. More intensve land use was
mede possible, in part, by the use of manure fromthe larger livestock herdsto fertilize. Between
1791 and 1831 Hatfield dmost doubled itstillage and mowing acreege. |n Braddreet this
occurred ¢.1820. Until the 1790s the number of cattle and shegp was small enough that the town
aupported itsfarmersby allowing livestock to graze on the roadsdes and in the meadows and

(continued)
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even on the common lands once the crops were harvested.  But in the 1790sthis was no longer
adequate and herdsrequired better food sources. Along with more intensive land use and
extenson of deared land, farmers mede another shiftinland use They began to produce more
com for the cattle, tumed padiure land into cropland, moved their cattle and shep to the
hilltowns in the summers, and brought them back in the winters. Two farmersinvolved in this
practice in Bradgtreet were Elijah Bardwell and Reuben Beden who had 1,000 sheep to keep
during the winter. Asadde reault of the larger herdsand better livestock nutrition, cheese and
butter production increased.

In 1797 Levi Dickinson of Hadley introduced what was to become awidespread new crop,
broom com. Simeon Smith followed Dickinson in Hatfield in 1816 or 1817, and broom com
waas subsequently picked up 0 extensively by local farmersthat it becamethe dosest thing toa
daplecrop yet. Reason for broom com's suococess was in part itsversdtility. Brancheswere used
to make brooms, which brought cash to farmers, and the sesd mixed with com could be fed to
their cattle. At its pesak, broom com was grown on up to 1,000 acresin Hatfield. Pricesfell of f
due to saturation after 1826, s both Hadley and Hatfield cut back production, but it did not take
long before prices roseagain. Braddreet's Samud Bartlett (16 Depot Road, MHC #36, ca. 1850)
and Elihu Marsh (24 Depot Road, MHC #35, ca.l850) were two of the town's biggest broom
manufacturers. The Bartlett house has an undtered room which was used for broom making.

Aslarge as the impact of broom com was on Hatfield'sagricultural economy, it was second to
the impact of another crop, one which was to last with few intermptionsinto the 1970s Hatfield
resdents had grown small plots of tobacco for their own use snce Native Americans introduced
them to the plant a the time of settlement. Asearly as 1800, however, farmers Sarted increasing
the amount of tobacco they grew with an eyeto sdllingit. The scdleof production was very
limited for the first few decades, though by 1829 it had become apaying crop.

Braddtreet's links to the rest of Hatfield improved somewhat during the Federd Period, when a
road was put in from Main Street going west (now the eestem section of Depot Road), then
curving south (now Cronin Hill Road). This same road was extended eedt acrossMain Street s
Old Farms Peth and the intersection crested became Braddtreet's center from the end of this

period.

Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

Depot Road was extended westward once again in the Early Industrial Period, when the
Connecticut River Railroad was put in onthe west sde of Hatfield in the 1840sand adepot built
in 1847 for the north half of town. Depot Road became the connector for farmersto take produce
totherailroad. Hatfield farmers saw the railroad as amixed blessing a best, improving their
aooess to markets beyond the dose Connecticut River Valey towns, but dso opening up the
region to farm products, meat and grain from the west which would compete directly with loca
products. Competition from the west fail to destroy agriculture. Rather, farmers emphadzed the
two cash crops which continued to promise income, broom com and tobacco.

(continued)
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From 1826 to 1860, broom com production was a profitableindustry in Hatfield. According to
Gay's Gazetteer of 18387, in 1853 the town made 530,400 brooms, and 211,200 bmshes, and used
360 tons of broom com in the process. Merwin's Cormecticut River Busness Directory for
1867-8 described broom making as the only manufacturing in town. Gay listed the most
prominent manufacturers who included SS [sic] Jones(458 Main Stregt, MHC #54, ca.l855)
and Elihu Marsh who built the house a 24 Depot Road (MHC #35, ca.l850).

Although tobacco was being grovm for profit in the 1830sin Bradstreet, more farmers took it up
in the 1840sadding small patchesto their other crops. They started experimenting with wrappers
in the 1830sand about 1846 shifted to growing broadleaf which proved well-suited to the land.
When the town's broom com production fell after 1853, farmers tumed increasingly to tobacco.
As with broom com, tobacco lent itself to family production wherein dower winter months could
be tumed to good use for sorting, packing and shipping the cured leaves. Thisfamily bassd
production lasted into the 1850s Therewas afall inpricesin 1855, but it was followed by boom
yearsfrom 1855 to 1857. It was in 1857 that commercid tobacco growing was actualy begun
by William H. Dickinson and JamesMorton of Bradstreet (house now gone). A shift from
family-based to employee-based production can be traced to these boom years and the gart of
commercid growing.

In 1860, according to historian Christopher Clark, 82.5% of Hatfield'sfarmers raised tobacco,
and by 1865 Hatfield was the largest grower of tobacco in the Connecticut River Valey. Many
Braddreet farmers became employers during this period as they neaded to hire help outsde their
familiesto meet damand for growing and processing the plant. Labor was provided by Irish and
German immigrants who began arriving in the 1840s with constmction of the railroad and sayed
on as pemanent resdents. French Canadians camefrom the 1850s on.

Many of the same nameslisted as broom manufacturers by Merwin in 1867 were listed by Gay
in his Gazetteer as tobacco farmers. Austin Jones, one of Reuben Belden's sons-in-law, wasa
deder in leaf tobacco and farmed 100 acresas well (458 Main Sfreet, MHC #54) CharlesMarsh
who lived a 24 Depot Road (MHC #35) and was acigar manufacturer and farmer of 25 acres.
Eurotas Morton farmed 160 acresand was a grower and dedler in leaf tobacco a 481 Main Stregt
(MHC #42 ca 1850,

As the directories and Garetteer indicate, raising tobacco did not become an exclusve
occupation for Braddreet'sfarmers. They continued to raise adiverse number of cropsand
livestock. 1n 1850 two thirds of Hatfield'scropswere surplus. Loca marketsfor their surpluses
improved as more people lived in towns like Holyoke, Springfield and Northampton and were
market for thisfood surplus (Clark, p.284). In 1860, 90.5% of the town's farms produced com,
potatoes and dairy cows, 74.5% raised pigs; with smaler numbers growing rye, oatsand raising
beef catle (Clark, p.277).

The relative agricultural successof the Braddtreat farmers is indicated by the many large houses
which were built during this period inthe village. Reuben Belden, who farmed about 200 acres

(continued)
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in Bradgtreet, was done respongble for building two of the largest of them: the Greek Revival
house a 448 Main Street (MHC #56, ca. 1845), Braddret's first Itdianate style house a 458
Main Street (MHC #54, ca.l850) (Photograph No.3), and two houses neerby on Main Stregt
which are now gone. Sarah Wight, one of two women listed as farming in Braddreet, built, with
her husband Joseph, the high style Itdianate house a 471 Main Strest (MHC #43, 1868). Se
wes listed in more than one directory as awidow farming 78 acresof tobacco. Sarah Belden,
widow of Reuben Belden, was the second woman and was listed as farming 150 acres and
leesing 75 additiona acresto family members for farming.

The Civil War did not have asignificant impact on many of the resdents of Bradstrest.
Although they supported the cause of the Union, only afew of Braddreet's men took part. One
was Henry H. Field from 46 Depot Road (MHC #29) who was in Company H, 37th Regiment,
MVM. Reuben Belden, whose name by thistimein the Braddreet narrative ssamsto bea
condant presence, was arecmiting officer from 1862 to 1868. Myron Cooley from 77 Depot
Road (no MHC #, ca.l850) was in Company K, 52nd Regiment, MV M.

Braddreet was one of five school didtrictsin the town, and after the Civil War abrick
schoolhouse was built infront of the cemetery on Depot Road. It isnow gone.

The village's growing Sze and importance led to the establishment of the North Hatfield Post
Office, as Bradsfreet was knovraa thetime, in 1868.

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

Commercid tobacco growing expanded during the Late Industrial Period in Braddreet, and

many of the tobacco bamsremaining in the village date from this expansgon. Broom com hed
bean | eft behind, but farmers now tumed to onions as a cash crop, and onion sorage bams mede
their first gpopearance. Other changesin the gopearance of Braddtreet brought about by
agricultural practices were new tenement housssfor the increasingly large number of laborswho
emigrated to Hatfield from Eastem Europe, and the gppearance of acresof Sumeatra leaf tobacco
being raised under light linen shede during the summer months. Severd large houses were added
to Braddreet together with bams, a leest one of which doubled as avegetable sorehouse.

Tobacco companies came to Hatfield and were booming by the 1890s Meyer and Mendeson
wes the first company and they rented the land of four farms, marking their namesand numbers
on the tobacco bams, some of which are still visible dong Bashin Road and Main Stregt in
Braddfreet. With the companies, tobacco growing changed permanently to big business, and by
1906 Hatfield was the largest tobacco producing town in the state. The companies bussed in help
during the summers and again for processing in the winters. Many individual farmers could not
compete, 0 thase who did not grow for the companies concentrated their efforts on raising
onions and potatoes. In 1905 Hatfield produced 54% of the onionsin the county and was the
leading onion producing town in the date. By 1910 farmers were producing 500 - 600 railroad
casof onions in aseeson. Others were adle to incorporate onions, tobacco and livestock on their

(continued)
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farms, dthough livestock largely lost itsimportance after the 1830s Two farming families who
were able to do thiswere Oscar Belden and Sons, and HW.Marsh. The Bddens lived a 9 Depot
Road (MHC #34, ca.l865) and their innovative onion sorage bam, the first bam built for onion
doragein Hatfield, had a cgpacity of 50,000 bushdsof onionswhen it was dedicated by Calvin
Coolidge in 1914. Harry W. Marsh hed only adightly smaler onion storage capacity of 40,000
bushds (Marsh owned the house a 77 Depot Road as atenant house) Each was listed as both
onion and tobacco producers in directories a the time. William L. Belden was sdlling fertilizer in
Braddreet a the time.

About two thirds of Hatfield's resdents were foreign bom by the Late Industrial Period. Among
the more recent countries to be represented was Poland, and the first two Polish mento arrive
were Josgph Wishaway and Josgph Goclowski who worked for the Belden farms on Depot Road.
Thiswas aperiod of activity in tenement house constmction in Bradgtreet to accommodeate the
numbers of new resdents. Daniel Wellsin his history of Hatfield noted in 1909 the tenement
housssin Braddtreet. They included atenement (now gone) a the comer of Main Street and Old
Farms Path owned by the Moshers who farmed and kept the post office a 462 Main Street. On
Old Farms Path a #7 and 9 (MHC #47, 48, ca.l900) Charles Marsh and Oscar Belden buih
tenement houses. Tobacco growers Gilbert Morton and Sarah Wight built tenements neer their
properties on Main Stret (both tenements now gone). Deacon Oscar Belden built the house a
27 Depot Road (MHC #33, ca. 1890) for workers. Charles and Frank Jonesat 31 Depot Road
(MHC #32, ca 1890) rebuilt ahousewhich had bumed for atenement. A sscond tenement which
bumed down and was not replaced was next door to it. The housea 77 Depot Road (No
MHC#) was ussd as atenement by Harry W. Marsh. At 54 Depot Road (MHC #28) Edgar H.
Field built atenement. A building which hed been awood house across the Sfreet & 9 Depot
Road was moved and converted for tenement use a 14 Depot Road (MHC #37, ca.l850) Houses
specifically consgmcted as tenement houses are characterized by their utilitarian gppearance.

With little or no omament, but generdly well szed and sited, these vemacular houses represent
an important phesein the agricultural and architecturd history of Bradstredt.

The Connecticut Valley Strest Railway constmcted an eectric trolley line through Braddtreet in
1903 which meant that people now could travel from Northampton al the way to Deerfield
without changing. Thetrolley carried mail and was the first long distance trolley mail service
(86 miles each day) in Westemn New England. The post office was kept a 462 Main Sfreet (no
MHCH#, ca.l850) by Mary Masher during thisperiod. At the tum of the century asmall generd
dore was kept in the house as well, making thisthe one commercia building of Braddrest.

The beginning of the 20th century brought improvements to Braddreet  1n 1906, e ectricity and
tdegphones both came to town. The Bddens who were forward thinking in their farming
practices, and built the first onion sorage building with hollow cement blocks, were dso
prepared for changein their house building. 1n 1900 Oscar Belden built the house a 41 Depot
Road and completely wired it in anticipation of the coming of eectricity. Change took placein
more symbolic ways as well. Originally called Bashan, then consdered part of North Hatfield,
Braddtreet officially recaived its name ca.l908.

(continued)
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Early Modern Period (1915-1940)

If the Late Industrial Period was one of change brought about by new technology, the Early
Modem Period was inlarge part one of loss brought about by nature. The farmers of Braddreet
were resilient throughout the period's losses, however and managed a times to tum adversity to
their advantage.

Onions and tobacco continued as the mgjor crops. Diseasein onions grown from seed forced
farmersin the 1930s to shift to growing onions from sets, but production does not ssamto have
suffered in the changeover.

World War| affected Hatfield with 104 men and women serving in the military. Local accounts
of harvest time during the war years describe how the loss in manpower was made up by women
of Smith College who pitched in to bring in the crops. The association between Smith and
Hatfield dated back to the late 1860s when Sophia Smith of Hatfield founded the college with
part of an inheritance from her brother. World War | coincided with the height of tobacco and
onion production for the town with 1900 acresin tobacco adone, 0 the efforts of the college
women was a significant event.

Competition with the automobile led to the trolley line being dlosed in 1924, followed by the
New Y ork, New Haven and Hartford Railroad closing in 1930. Routes 5 and 10 were
smultaneoudy improved as major north-south roads. The impact of this on the town was that
traffic was diverted avay from Main Street 0 that commercid and light industrial development
wes a0 diverted and Braddregt's agricultural character was preserved.

A seriesof natura caamities began in 1927 when flooding caused $200,000 in crop losseswith
additiona lossesin tobacco bamsand dameage to homes. The following year, the Town Hall
bumed down and was replaced two yearslater by the present smcture. 1n 1936 came the largest
flood in town history. The Connecticut River overflowed its banks in Bradstreet and washed out
a dretch of land five mileslong, one mile wide, and up to ten feet degp. Damage was 0
extendve that it took weeks of seventeen hour daysfor tmcks and tractors to remove the silt and
restore the roads. Livestock was killed, crops were destroyed, and a one house a cow wasfound
stranded on the second floor. Experts who camein to assess the damages predicted that the silt
deposits would put an end to agriculture on thefiel dsof Bradgtreet. Time proved them wrong,
however, and Bradsfreet's farmers found that oncetheirfiel dswere deared and planted, they
proved even more fertilethan before.

Having just recovered from thefloods,a hurricane hit the town in 1938. Damage extended aong
Main Street from the South Meadows to Bradsfreet. Degp flooding caussd crop losses of
$124,000, and eighty nine tobacco bams. The Works Progress Administration came to the
rescue of the town by hiring 100 men to clean thefiel dsand built adike to confrol spring
flooding as far north as Bradstredt.

(continued)
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Meanwhile the Depresson was full blown and crop prices plummeted. Many of the town's
farmerstumed to market gardening to kegp their farmsintact. This shift to market gardening hes
been sudained to the present and is one of the successful responsesby Braddreet's farmersto the
economic drains of the era

Recent Higtory (since 1940)

After agradud decline, tobacco growing revived with the Cuban embargo of the 1960s to remain
the town's foremost crop for dmost adecade. On the other hand, farmerslost out in the 1940sin
their competition with westem datesin onion production. What hes peraged is market
gardening which has become the tovm's agricultural focus. Sguash, cucumbers, beans, com,
Srawberries, agparagus and potatoes ae grown on Braddreet's open fields. A few farmsstill
rase dairy cattleto alimited extent. Dueto therisein land vaues which took place during the
1980s, farmerstoday often tum to renting land to assure a sufficient income from market
gardening or to provide enough grazing land for their cattle. Thisoften requires tendingfieldsin
svad different aress of town, even crossng theriver to Hadley.

Along Main Street and Cronin Hill Road there has been a smal amount of lot subdivision for
resdentia building, but in contragt to the Upper Main Street district where condderable
resdential constmction has taken place dong sde Sreets snce the 1940s Bradsfreet hes
remained dmost unchanged. Bashan Road, Old Farms and Upper Farms Pathslined with old
tobacco bams still traverse thefiel dsof Braddtreet along the Connecticut River as they gopeared
on the mgp of 1830. Fieds extend behind the farm houses dong Depot Road as they did
throughout mogt of the 19th century, and many of the lotslaid out as dlotments to the tovm's
resdents in 1682 in Bashan are still extant and visible on Assessor'smigpsfor the arear For three
hundred and twelve yearsthese fertil ef i el dshave continued to be unfenced, and unboimded by
markers.

Archaeologica Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement in Hatfield are poorly understood, any surviving Stes could
be significant. Severd prehigtoric Stes have been recorded in Hatfield; however, the lack of
sydemdic ste examinations and comprenendve town surveys hes resulted in little detailed
information for the area. Because the town and district hes remained primarily afarming
community and ressted intensive development, itishighly likely that significant prehistoric
archaeologica dtessurvive. Regiond inJFormation indicates that surviving dtesin the district
locale may date from the Pdeoindian (10,000-12,000 B.P.) Period to native contact with Europeans
in the 17th century. Prehigtoric Stesdating from the Middle Archaic through Late Woodland
Periods have been physicaly documented in the town. These Stesmay provide abasis for
reconstmcting both environmenta change within the middle Connecticut River Valley and the
process of cultural adjustment as Native people adopted their subs sence and settlement Sfrategies
in response to that change. Archaeologica dataand secondary sources indicate that prehistoric

(continued)
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Stesare presant in the digtrict representing modt of the settlement periods noted above. One Site,
19-HS-261 located off Bashin Road, was occupied continuoudy from the Late Archaic through
Late Woodland and possibly Contect Periods. That Ste oocupies asimilar location on the
Connecticut Riverfloodplainto aress in the Hatfield Center National Regider district where Native
Americans had deared the areafor farmuig. Early Colonia Period settlement in the Bradsfreet area
may havefocused on locaes previoudy deared by Native Americans for farming. Archaeologica
urveys in these aress can help to clarify the importance of this areardativeto other Native
sttlementsin the town and arees dsawhere dong the Connecticut River. Thisdatacan dso help to
better undergand the relationship between Contact Period Native settlement and later Colonial
Period settlement.

Higtoric archaeologica remains described above have the potentia to provide detailed information
on settlement, economic and cultural changes which occurred in a sattlement which was adleto
reman asmal agriculturd village, ress intensve devedlopment and preserve much of the physica
linear arangement of the town as laid out by the original English settlersin 1682. While severd
buildings from Braddregt's 19th century settlement remain extant; the majority, if not all of the
village's resourcesfromthe 17th and 18th century, are archaeologica. Braddrest, like other
stlement centersin Hatfield and the parent settlement of Hadley on the east bank of the
Connecticut River, is significant for retaining much of its 17th century linear town plan. While
much of the plan survives in the existing sysem of roadsand lot lines, archaeologica survey ad
testmg would verify and refine our knowledge significantly by documenting the location and plan
of 17thand 18th century buildings as well as the configuration of smctures and buildingswithin
the lots. Some evidence exids that a leest one of these early dmctures was fortified, indicating the
potentia for information relating to the Sfrategic importance of fortified homesin the town. While
some disturbance of 17th and 18th century components has undoubtedly occurred as the result of
later 19th and 20th century development, the potentid for significant survivasishigh. By
documenting the original plan of the village and the initial phases of its 17th and 18th century
evolution, archaeologicd investigations would provide an gopropriate infroductoryframeworkfor
interpretating the better documented buildings and dtes which datefrom the 19th century.
Archaeologica remains aso have ahigh potentia for helping to document the pattem of
community development and economic change. While agreat percentage of buildingsfrom this
period remain in the ground, archaeologica investigation would asss in documenting the ongoing
physica evolution of farm complexes (epecidly in response to changing agricultura practices and
products). Occupation related features (frash pits, privies, wells), are d0 likely around many of the
danding buildings. Careful sampling and andys's of these features can assst in detailing changing
economic conditions, shifts in ethnicity, and other significant agoects of Braddreet's 19th-century
deve opment.

Occupationd related festures can provide detailed information on the inhabitants of specific
resdences and, when sampled as agroup, possibly on specific aress of town. During the 19th and
20th centuries, Irish, French Canedian and Polish immigrants moved to Bradsfreet. Thisinflux of
foreign bom resdents produced a period of increesad tenement house constmctionto accommodeate
the growing population. The analyss of occupationd-rdated features of individualswho lived in
these resdences may produce information which heps better undergand the ways in which this

(continued)
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form of resdency varied from moretraditiona single family famsteads. Tenement houses are
included in avemacular house design which represents an important phasein the agricultura and
architectura history of Bradsfreet. Houses specifically congmcted as tenement houses are reported
to be characterized by their utilitarian gopearance with little or no omament. Archaeologica
aurvivasof tenement housss can test the validity of thisinterpretation, including how the concept
of smplicity or utilitarian gopearance may have changed through time as ethnic groups, the main
occupants of tenements, became more acculimeated tc New England life.

Anaysisof occupationd related features assodated with these ethnic groups can help document
how these groups adapted to the areaand how they differed or compared to moretraditional
inhabitants of English decent. Occupationd related features can dso hdp document limited
industrial growth or manufacturing. Broom manufacturing, which developed in the late 18th
century and pesked in the early 19th century and later tobacco processing in the mid 19th century,
both probably devdoped as cottege indudtries.

Occupationd related features a resdences and farmsteaeds where these activitiestook place can
provide detalls relating to the technology of broom manufacture, tobacco processing, and materids
usd in thosefrades. Thisandys's can d o provide details on the rddationship of specific ethnic
groups tof radeslike broom manufacture and the rolethat trade played in the acculturation process
of certain ethnic groups. The French-Canedianswere the socid group chiefly employed in broom
manufacture in the Hatfield Center locae; this pattem may dso be present in Braddreet.

Occupationd related features combined with gudiesof smcturd remains a farmsteads can d<o
frace the overdl evolution of the Bradsfreet economy as it grew from an interdependent non-
mearked economy to agricultural diversity and the departure from interdegpendency to amarket
economy. Studies of occupationd rdated features canfracethe evolution of agricultura products
and manufactured goods or individual farmsteads, possibly identifying specidizations which may
have beaen present with interdgpendence. The layout buildings on farmsteeds and their fimctions
can dso contribute important information to this anayss.

(end)
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Boundaries for the Braddreet Historic District were chasen be consgent with the traditional and,
in one ingance, thelegd limits of the village. The boundaries were drawn to include the
buildings,fiel dsand field acocess roads which extend on either Sde of the district's two principal
dregts Main Sfreet and Depot Road. On eedt Sde of Main Street, thesefi el dsextend to the west
banks of the Connecticut River. They runto the border with the town of Whately on the north.
Depot Road was mede part of the district to the point a which it arosses asream which empties
into the Great Pond. This stream therefore forms the west boundary of the district. In order to
include all of the agricultural land assodated with the district, the south boundary was st to be
contiguous with the north boundary of the Upper Main Stregt Historic District.

(end)
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Map # MHC # Address Historic Name Date Style
551 Bashin Road tobacco bam C.1900 utilitarian
523 Bashin Road tobacco bam C.1900 utilitarian
517 Bashin Road tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian
515 Bashin Road tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian
513 Bashin Road tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian
552 Bashin Road tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian
544 Bashin Road tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian
525 Bashin Road tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian
524 Bashin Road tobacco bam €.1900 utilitarian
533 Bashin Road tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian
535 Bashin Road tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian
535 Bashin Road tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian
353 Bashin Road tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian
334 Bashin Road tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian
4-15 3 Cronin Hill Road house ¢.1980 Ranch
4-14 5 Cronin Hill Road house ¢.1980 Ranch
4-50 7 Cronin Hill Road house ¢.1960 Ranch
4-63 8 Cronin Hill Road house €.1980 Contemporary
4-49 9 Cronin Hill Road house c.1970 Ranch
4-62 101 QA Cronin Hill Road house ¢.1870 Italianate
4-62 101 QA Cronin Hill Road fertilizer dorage 1932 utilitarian
4-48 11 Cronin Hill Road house ¢.1980 Ranch
451 13 Cronin Hill Road house c.1970 Ranch
4-40 16 Cronin Hill Road house €.1980 Caoe
4-13 17 Cronin Hill Road house ¢.1960 Ranch
4-13 17 Cronin Hill Road bam ¢.1960 utilitarian
4-12 19 Cronin Hill Road house €.1890 Queen Anne
4-12 19 Cronin Hill Road garage ¢.1920 utilitarian
4-12 19 Cronin Hill Road tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian
4-39 22 Cronin Hill Road house €.1980 Caoe
4-39 22 Cronin Hill Road bam 1989 utilitarian
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Map # MHC # Address Historic Name Date Style Satus Type
49 Cronin Hill Road tobacco bam €.1900 utilitarian C B
4-00 Greet Pond

311 &13 801 Depot Road cemetery C BG
4-22 A4 9 Depot Road 0.& S Bdden House 1865/1975 Itdianate C B
4-22 9 Depot Road gaage C1930 utilitarian C B
4-22 9 Depot Road onion gorage house 1907 utilitarian B
4-22 9 Depot Road manure trestment structure 1990 utilitarian ﬁc S
4-22 9 Depot Road livestock bam 194 utilitarian NC B
4-22 9 Depot Road livestock/equipment bam  C.1900 utilitarian C B
4-22 9 Depot Road livestock bam C18a0 Itdianate C B
37 37 14 Depot Road shop converted to house C.1840 utilitarian C B
37 36 16 Depot Road Dwight Bartlett House 1847 Federd C B
37 16 Depot Road livestock bam c.1870 utilitarian C B
37 16 Depot Rod tobacco bam ¢.1900 utilitarian C B
35 35 24 Depot Road Elihu Marsh House c.1840 Grek Reviva C B
35 24 Depot Road A livestock bam c.1840 utilitarian B
35 24 Depot Road open sded shed €.1980 utilitarian ﬁc B
35 24 Depot Road open sded horse shed €.1980 utilitarian NC B
4-21 33 27 Depot Road Belden tenement ¢.1870 utilitarian C B
4-21 27 Depot Road garage ¢.1970 utilitarian NC B
4-21 27 Depot Road cow shed 1990 utilitarian NC B
4-20 32 31 Depot Road Chas& Frank Jones rental  ¢.1900 Colonia Reviva C B
31 30 38 Depot Road Albert H. Marsh House ¢.1860 Second Empire C B
32 40 Depot Road house €.1980 Ranch NC B
4-19 V 31 41 Depot Road Oscar Belden House €.1900 Colonia Reviva C B
4-19 41 Depot Road dorage bam 1908 Colonia Reviva C B
2-24 29 42 Depot Road Henry H. Field House 1902 Colonia Reviva B
2-23 46 Depot Road greenhouse €.1980 utilitarian ﬁC B
2-23 46 Depot Road greenhouse 1985 utilitarian NC B
2-23 46 Depot Road greenhouse 1985 utilitarian NC B
2-23 46 Depot Rod greenhouse 1990 utilitarian NC B

Page 2 of 6



Bradstreet Historic District
Hatfield (Hampshire County), Massachusetts
Digrict Data Shest
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2-23 46 Depot Road greenhouse 1991 utilitarian NC
2-2 46 Depot Road greenhouse 1901 utilitarian NC
2-23 46 Depot Road truit & veg. dorage bam 1934 utilitarian NC
4-18 43 Depot Road house €.1980 Ranch NC
4-17 45 Depot Road house 1975 Ranch NC
2-22 48 Depot Road house 1980 Ranch NC
2-22 48 Depot Road tool shed 1990 utilitarian NC
4-16 53 Depot Road house ¢.1970 Ranch NC
4-16 53 Depot Road equipment shed ¢.1970 utilitarian NC
2-21 28 54 Depot Road Edgar Field Tenement c1834 Grek Revivd C
4-6 27 55 Depot Road house €.1850 Greek Revivd C
4-7 55 Depot Road tobacco bam €.1900 utilitarian C
2-20 60 Depot Road Walter Field House c.1910 Quen Anne C
2-20 60 Depot Road garage 1980 utilitarian NC
2-19 64 Depot Road house €.1960 Ranch NC
2-18 24 70 Depot Road Abner Field House €.1850 Gresk Revivd C
Depot Road school bus shdlter €.1950 utilitarian NC
4-25 57 435 Main Street house Cl1914 Bungd ow/CR C
4-25 435 Main Strest garage c.1914 Colonia Revivd
4-24 439 Main Strest house C1980 Caoe ﬁc
4-23 443 Main Street Frank Jones House 1875 Second Empire C
4-23 443 Main Street garage C190 utilitarian NC
312 445 Main Stregt house C1940 English Cottage C
314 445 Main Street tobacco bam C.1900 utilitarian C
541 56 448 Main Street Reuben Belden House C1845 Gresk Revivd C
541 448 Main Street tobacco bam C1900 utilitarian C
310 449 Main Street house 1938 Caoe NC
549 450 Main Strest house \Y C19/0 Cagoe NC
549 450 Main Street ded C1970 utilitarian NC
39 46 451 Main Street Clarence Bdden House 1867 Italianate C
365 455 Main Street house C.1970 Ranch NC
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Map #

345
52
3-46
3-46
55

55

55

540
540
540
347
347
538
331
331

MHC #

49

Address

9 Old Farms Road
11 Old Fams Road
11 Old Fams Road
12 Old Farms Road
15 Old Fams Road
15 Old Farms Road
20 Old Farms Road
20 Old Farms Roed
20 Old Farms Road
20 Old Farms Road
20 Old Farms Road
28 Old Farms Road
28 Old Fams Road
28 Old Farms Road
33 Old Faams Road
33 Old Farms Road
Old Fams Road
Upper Farms Road
Upper Farms Road

Bradstreet Historic District

Historic Name

shop
house

garden shed
house

house
tobacco/equipment bam
house
tobacco bam
tobacco bam
dorage shed
dorage shed
house
chicken coop
com crib
house
gaage
tobacco bam
tobacco bam
tobacco bam
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Date

¢.1930
¢.1900
€.1980
¢.1960
c.1920
¢.1960
c.1920
¢.1900
¢.1900
€.1980
c.1920
c.1910
c.1940
c.1940
c.1910
c.1950
€.1900
¢.1900
¢.1900

Style

utilitarian
Quean Anne
utilitarian
Ranch
Bungaow
utilitarian
Bungaow
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
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Map #

51
315

364
316
316
317
363
341

340
318
318
318
338
319
319
319
320
320
3-67
321

321

321

322
322
322
359
553
356
344
344

MHC #

S

42

41

Address

458 Main Stregt
461 Main Stregt
462 Main Stregt
466 Main Stregt
467 Main Stregt
467 Main Stregt
471 Main Sregt
470 Main Stret
474 Main Stregt
476 Main Stregt
481 Main Stregt
481 Main Stregt
481 Main Stregt
482 Main Stregt
487 Main Sret
487 Main Sregt
487 Main Stregt
491 Main Stregt
491 Main Stregt
495 Main Stregt
497 Main Stregt
497 Main Stregt
497 Main Stregt
501 Main Stregt
501 Main Stret
501 Man Stret
Main Stregt

4 Old Farms Road
7 Old Farms Road
9 Old Farms Road
9 Old Farms Road

Bradstreet Historic District

Historic Name

Reuben Belden House
house

Mosher House

house

Charles HarrisHouse
gaage

Sarah Wight House
house

house

house

Gilbert Morton House
livestock/equipment bam
chicken coop

house

Edwin HarrisHouse
shed

tobacco/equipment bam
Archie Graves House
gaage

Adedline A. Marsh House
0. Sanley Graves House
outhouse/'shed

livestock bam

David Tumer House
Tee-Zee Fam shed
Tee-Zee Farm bam
tobacco bam

house

Charles Marsh Tenement
Oscar Bdden Tenement

gaage
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Date Style
1845 Itdianate
c.1915 Colonia Reviva
c.1850 Grek Revivd
c.1970 Ranch
c.1905 Colonia Reviva
c.1920 utilitarian
1868 Itdianate
c.1975 Ranch
c.1965 Ranch
1840 Grek Revivad
c.1950 Grek Revivd
¢. 1850-1900 Gresk Reviva
c.1920 utilitarian
¢.1980 Colonia Reviva
c.1850 Grek Revivad
c.1950 utilitarian
c.1850 utilitarian
c.1890 Colonial Reviva
utilitarian
¢.1880 Quean Anne
c.1850 Grek Revivd
¢.1900 utilitarian
c.1920 utilitarian
¢.1850 Itdianate
c.1920 utilitarian
c.1940 utilitarian
¢.1900 utilitarian
¢.1980 Ranch
€.1900 utilitarian cottage
€.1900 utilitarian cottage
¢.1930 utilitarian
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Agricultural LandAVoodland

Bashin Road, Map #s5.5-26-29,45,46,18,19,16,14,
21,20,12,30-32,34,36,37,39,6-11,48,49,54,3-33,
35,32,29,25-27,57.

Cronin Hill Road, Map#s. 4-8,41.

Depot Road, Map#s 4-55-57,2,3,35,36,38,41,39,
52,34,2-40,25.

Main Street, Map #s 4-33,32,46,31,30,28,27,45,
26,44,42,47,43,5-42,3-8,39,68,37,21,30,23,61,
60,69,28,42,26,43,22.

Old Farms Road, Map #4-48.

Upper Farms Road, Map #3-60A.

Totals:

Buildings
Contributing 88
Non-contributing 51
Structures
Contributing O
Non-contributing 2
Burial Ground 1

Sites
Contibuting 1 (various parcds of agricultura land/woodland listed above)
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m</hAAUA hhi

signature of t he Keeper Date of Action

Anended Items i n Nom nation:

The nomination form di dnot provide a boundary descriptionf or
the district. The SHPO informed usthat theseries of t axmaps
serve ast heboundary definition. Also, the category of wall
materials 1 nSection 7 of t heform was |eft blank; t he SHO
requests that "various" be entered, and"unkown" enteredf or
architect/builder. Theform i samended t oinclude this
information.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT G- THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER G- HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI O\ NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Bradstreet Historic District
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & GONTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Hanpshire
DATE RECEIl VED. 6/ 02/ 97 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST: 6/ 17/ 97
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 7/ 03/ 97 DATE CF 45TH DAY 7117197
DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 97000724
NOM NATCR  STATE
REASONS FOR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HR N PDI L: N PER CD N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAWPLE N SLRDRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
GOMMENT VWA VER N

NACHEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CRI TMT A (XCJIM 4 C

REVI EMER [ f (XhA /"XIAMA DI SCI PLI NE if'iMiflMA
TELEPHONE DATE

DOCUMENTATI ON see attached conmments Y/ N/see attached SLR J/ N
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The Commonweahh of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
May 21, 1997 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P. O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Deaxr Ms. Shull:
Enclosed pleese find the following nomination form:

Braddreet Historic Digtrict, Hatfield (Hampshire County), MA
The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
SaeHigtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property within the district were notified
of pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 75 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportimity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

cc. Ms. Mary Lou Cutler, Chair, Hatfield Historica Commission
Mr. Thomas J. Hurley, Chair, Hatfield Board of Sdectmen
Ms. Bonnie Parsons, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission

Enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Websitee www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



