-orm No. 10-300 \Rew\o-m Pﬁ/&s‘yrs ?d

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

7. America at Work

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

L

HISTORIC . :
iElizabeth ‘White House

AND/OR COMMON =~

BILOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

421 North Main Street

__NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Sumter — VICINITY OF 5th
STATE . CODE COUNTY CODE
South Carolina 045 Sumter 085
[EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT —PUBLIC __OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE -—MUSEUM
_XBUILDING(S) XPRIVATE _XJNOCCUPIED —_COMMERCIAL __PARK
—_STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS _ EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —_GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED —_INDUSTRIAL TRANSPQRTATION
NO MILITARY YOTHER' ?q:o ge
— — — “used as
EJOWNER OF PROPERTY art gallery)
NAME
Sumter Gallery of Art
STREET & NUMBER )
~219-West L tbarty Street O VO e el
CITY. TOWN STATE
Sumter — VICINITY OF South Carolina - 7~ -’
B LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Sumter County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER
Main Street
CITY, TOWN STATE
Sumter South Carolina
KBTI REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE -
Inventory of Historic Places in South Carolina -
DATE
1973 (update) __FEDERAL _XSTATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEYRECORDS  Soyth Carolina Department of Archives and History

CITY. TOWN
Columbia

STATE
South Carolina




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X_oRiGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS _XaLTERED __MOVED DATE
Xrair __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Erected in the 1850s, the Elizabeth White House is a one and one-half story
cottage, in a vernacular version of the Greek Revival style.

Exterior: The house is of frame construction, on brick piers, and measures approxi-
mately 49 feet square. The symmetrical facade is dominated by a one story portico
with a pedimented roof supported by four square paneled columns and two pilasters.
A tripartite window is centered in the portico pediment. Two gabled dormers flank
the pediment with twin chimneys rising from the roof ridge to accent the symmetry
of the design. The main entrance, with sidelights and transom, is centered in

the facade. Originally, four regularly spaced windows also extended across the
front facade; however, the window to the Teft of the entrance has been converted
into a door. Windows have plain narrow surrounds, six lights to a sash and
Touvered shutters. A bold entablature, consisting of a box cornice with molding
and a plain frieze, follows the perimeter of the house and is repeated in the
pediment and gable ends. The house has been altered by an early 20th Century
addition of two dormer rooms, a fire escape, and the enclosure of a shed porch,
all on the east or rear side of the building.

Interior: The main entrance leads to a Targe central hall, with a simple dog-leg
stairway. The hall is flanked by four rooms of equal size, with fireplaces
centered in the partition wall between the rooms. Located to the rear of the
structure is the addition containing two kitchens, a porch and a bath. The
second floor, originally containing two rooms separated by a central hall, has
been altered by the addition of the rear dormer rooms and various partitions.

Surroundings: The house is located on a three acre wooded lot, in an old resi-
dential area of Sumter substantially encroached upon by commercial development.
Also located on the property is a small frame structure, said to have been the
original kitchen. It has been altered and enlarged and was adaptively used

as Elizabeth White's studio.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The ETizabeth White House, built c. 1854, {s significant architecturally
as an example of vernacular Greek Revival design; for its association with in-
dividuals prominent in the development of Sumter; and for its association with
Elizabeth White (1883-1976), a nationally recognized artist from whom the house
takes its name.

According to tradition, the Elizabeth White House was built c. 1850 by
Dr. John Independence Miller. Research has failed to 1ink Mr. Miller with
the property, however, and it appears more probable the house was built by
John E. Brown, merchant, c. 1854. In 1886 the property was acquired by the .
Anthony White family whose members were prominent in the political, social )
and commercial development of Sumter. The property remained in the White
family until the death of Elizabeth White in 1976.

Architecture: The house is typical of cottages built in South Carolina Midlands
during the middle part of the 19th Century. It represents a vernacular inter-
pretation of Greek Revival architecture, with the emphasis on symmetry characteristic
of the style, but with deviation from academic design evident, particularly in

the portico columns and decorations of the dormer gables.

Art: Miss Elizabeth White (1883-1976) has been recognized nationally for her work
in oil, pastels and etchings. Her work has been exhibited at the Smithsonian
Institution (1939), the New York World's Fair (1939), and the International
Biennial Exhibition of Art in Venice, Italy. One of her etchings was chosen

to hang permanently in the Library of Congress (1939).

Under provisions of Miss White's will, the property has been transferred to the
Sumter Gallery of Art which is restoring the structure for use as an art gallery.

Politics/Government: Anthony White, grandfather of Miss Elizabeth White, who
Tived in the house, served in the South Carolina House of Representatives in
1880-81.




BMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES !

Britt, Magyaret. "Elizabeth White." (Unpublished biography.) Sumter Gallery ”
of Art. :

Edgar, Walter B., ed. Biographical Directory of the South Carolina House of
Representatives. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1974. I,
p. 436. (continued)

[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ca. 3
UTM REFERENCES

Al 7] BI60PR20) BIBADBO) BI_J_II_LJ_I_._n_IL_LJ_l_L;_J_I

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

3 I N N DLL_l T T
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