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Erected in the 1850s, the Elizabeth White House is a one and one-half story 
cottage, in a vernacular version of the Greek Revival style.

Exterior: The house is of frame construction, on brick piers, and measures approxi 
mately 49 feet square. The symmetrical facade is dominated by a one story portico 
with a pedimented roof supported by four square paneled columns and two pilasters. 
A tripartite window is centered in the portico pediment. Two gabled dormers flank 
the pediment with twin chimneys rising from the roof ridge to accent the symmetry 
of the design. The main entrance, with sidelights and transom, is centered in 
the facade. Originally, four regularly spaced windows also extended across the 
front facade; however, the window to the left of the entrance has been converted 
into a door. Windows have plain narrow surrounds, six lights to a sash and 
louvered shutters. A bold entablature, consisting of a box cornice with molding 
and a plain frieze, follows the perimeter of the house and is repeated in the 
pediment and gable ends. The house has been altered by an early 20th Century 
addition of two dormer rooms, a fire escape, and the enclosure of a shed porch, 
all on the east or rear side of the building.

Interior: The main entrance leads to a large central hall, with a simple dog-leg 
stairway. The hall is flanked by four rooms of equal size, with fireplaces 
centered in the partition wall between the rooms. Located to the rear of the 
structure is the addition containing two kitchens, a porch and a bath. The 
second floor, originally containing two rooms separated by a central hall, has 
been altered by the addition of the rear dormer rooms and various partitions.

Surroundings: The house is located on a three acre wooded lot, in an old resi­ 
dential area of Sumter substantially encroached upon by commercial development. 
Also located on the property is a small frame structure, said to have been the 
original kitchen. It has been altered and enlarged and was adaptively used 
as Elizabeth White's studio.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Elizabeth White House, built c. 1854, is significant architecturally 
as an example of vernacular Greek Revival design; for its association with in­ 
dividuals prominent in the development of Sumter; and for its association with 
Elizabeth White (1883-1976), a nationally recognized artist from whom the house 
takes its name.

According to tradition, the Elizabeth White House was built c. 1850 by 
Dr. John Independence Miller. Research has failed to link Mr. Miller with 
the property, however, and it appears more probable the house was built by 
John E. Brown, merchant, c. 1854. In 1886 the property was acquired by the ^ x 
Anthony White family whose members were prominent in the political, social 
and commercial development of Sumter. The property remained in the White 
family until the death of Elizabeth White in 1976.

Architecture: The house is typical of cottages built in South Carolina Midlands 
during the middle part of the 19th Century. It represents a vernacular inter­ 
pretation of Greek Revival architecture, with the emphasis on symmetry characteristic 
of the style, but with deviation from academic design evident, particularly in 
the portico columns and decorations of the dormer gables.

Art: Miss Elizabeth White (1883-1976) has been recognized nationally for her work 
in oil, pastels and etchings. Her work has been exhibited at the Smithsonian 
Institution (1939), the New York World's Fair (1939), and the International 
Biennial Exhibition of Art in Venice, Italy. One of her etchings was chosen 
to hang permanently in the Library of Congress (1939).

Under provisions of Miss White's will, the property has been transferred to the 
Sumter Gallery of Art which is restoring the structure for use as an art gallery.

Politics/Government: Anthony White, grandfather of Miss Elizabeth White, who 
lived in the house, served in the South Carolina House of Representatives in 
1880-81.
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