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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Lyman Street Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, materials, work­
manship, feeling and association. Lyman Street was laid out in 1826 by Theodore Lyman as a 
route from Main Street to the Firs t Parish Church which was then located near the entrance 
to his estate, the Vale (NHL: 1970). During the remainder of the 19th century i t developed 
with the moderately substantial homes of local businessmen, professionals, and workers. I t 
i s s t i l l characterized by well detailed and preserved examples of the Federal, Greek Revival, 
Italianate, Mansard, Stick and Colonial Revival styles. The di s t r i c t meets cri t e r i a A and C 
of the National Register of Historic Places^/t</ (veff OLO J.ZCtf>fiOnA S -for- î th/edi huild/ii4^^ , 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the comnunity. 

The Lyman Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s composed of 20 buildings (3 NC) located at the 
southern, Main Street end of th i s 1826 thoroughfare. A l l of the buildings except one 
are dwplling houses b u i l t between cl831 and 1907, Boundaries were selected to exclude 
commercial structures at the corners of Main Street, larger and more recent i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
buildinss to the vest, and more recer.t r e s i d e n t i a l structures to the nortn and eas.. 
Lvman Street vas b u i l t UD v i t h substantial vood-frame houses i n the^nid to late i9t:n cen-

:urv, 
A variety of a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles are represented including federal, pree.k Reviva. 

I t a l i a n a t e , Mansard, Stick, and Colonial Revival. Although the road i s now heavily traveled 
the d i s t r i c t i s enhanced by retention of several old stone walls and mature trees, iucr^ a 
concentration of well detailed 19th century houses which have remained largely unaltered i s 
highly unusual i n Waltham, and i s approached nowhere else i n the central c i t y . 

I n d i v i d u a l dwellings are described below i n chronological order: 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

Lyman Street was l a i d out i n 1826 by Theodore Lynan, owner of Tne Vale, i n order to 
provide a route from Main Street to the F i r s t Parish Church, then located at the 
int e r s e c t i o n of what are now Lycan and Beaver streets. Tne Main Street end of Lycan 
Street was defined by Daniel EEerson's Federal house on the northeast corner ( b u i l t iS'iS, 
demolished 1951) and his blacksmith shop on the corner opposite ( b u i l t 1819, demolished 
1870). For the f i r s t few decades of i t s existence, however, there was not much-building 
along the new street. The f i r s t house was probably David Townsend's Federal farmhouse; i t 
was b u i l t about 1831 on the northwest ccrner of Lyman and School streets and moved to i t s 
present location at 11 School Street sometime between 1900 and 1911. I n 1831 Horatio 
Adams, a prominent physician, b u i l t an imposing house, since moved to 20 Faneuil Road, cn 
his large estate on the east side of Lyman between School and Summer streets. This may 
have been reason that Lyman Street was henceforth considered an af f l u e n t residential area 
for prominent Waltham citizens.Sometime between 183^ and 1838 when Lyman Street was s t i l l 
referred to as a "town road" or "public read," the Greek Revival cott'-ge now at ̂ 0 Lyman 
was b u i l t next to David Townsend's house, and i n 1839 the Universalist Scciety 'church vas 
erected i n a square of land donated by Tneodore Lyman at the northwest corner of Lyman and 
Summer streets. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Stone. P. M. 
1950 Daniel Emerson Mansion, at Main and Lyman since 1818, to be Razed. 
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Architectural Significance (cont) 

The David Tc-̂ -̂nser.d House 11 School Street (clS31; D79) i s the oldest house i n the d i s t r i c t , 
I t o r i g i n a l l y faced Lyman Street, but was moved back on i t s l o t and reoriented to School' 
Street cl900 to accomodate #s 30 and 32 Lyman Street. Rising 2-5 stories to a gable roof 
with rear wall chimneys, i t i s a late vernacular exam.ple of the Federal s t y l e . I t s symmiet-
r i c a l f i v e bay facade i s now focused on a gabled Tuscan entry perch that may have been 
added at the time of the move. Original clapboard siding and 6/6 sash are retained. David 
Townsend was a marble dealer i n Boston. 

There are three examples o£ the Greek Revival s t v l e i n the d i s t r i c t , the oldest of which i s 
the John Lmerson House, 40 Lyman Street (LS30s; bS3). I t i s a I f story cottage with an un­
usual symmetrical three bay facade. I t s barn i s now attached at the rear, and the entire 
structure i s sheathed with shingles which probably replaced clapboards i n the early 20th cen­
tury. The le-vis Emerson House, 21 Lyman Street (1847; D78) and the Coolidge-Clark ^ouse, 68 
Lyman Street (cl560; D87) are s i m i l i a r 2t story clapboard clad structures that fsce gable 

enc to the street and exhibit the period's fashionable sidehall plan. Both are detailed w i th 
ccrner pilasters and f u l l entablatures. The Emerson House, b u i l t by a blacksmith, displays 
a recessed entry with classic trabeated surround. The Coolidge-Clark House entry i s fra.T;ed 
by sidelights and a Federal fan, and i s now fronted by a Colonial Revival style Tuscan porch. 

The most elaborate I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e house i n the d i s t r i c t i s the T-plan Josiah Butler House, 
54-56 Lyman Street (cl848; D85), Although i t i s only i n f a i r c o n d i t i o n , i t retains o r i g i n a l 
clapboards and 5/6 sash as well as paired roof brackets. I t s porch (S) and o r i e l window 
(facade) also have brackets. Second story windows display label moldings. The paired win­
dows on the facade are headed by an elaborate round-arched frame, and an oculus above l i g h t s 
the gable. The three other I t a l i a n a t e style houses (#s 76, 77 and 84) are substantially 
sore modest with roof brackets and o r i e l windows as the i r chief features. . .... . . 

The M. Harwood Young House, 62 Lyman Street (1884-86; D86) i s one of the best examples iof 
the Stick s t y l e . I t s most prominent feature i s the sti c k bracing i n the steep gables o'f the 
house and i t s verandah. The extreme v e r t i c a l i t y of the overall composition i s also t y p i c a l 
of the s t y l e . The combination clapboard/fishscale shingle siding and windows with small-
pane over single pane sash are drawn from the Queen Anne s t y l e . • • .-.r-; . ,.. • 

There are three examples of the Mansard style i n the d i s t r i c t , a l l of vhich have altered by 
a r t i f i c i a l siding. The 2^ story sidehall plan Lewis C. Taylor House, 12 Lyman Street (1871; 
D75) retains i t s patterned slate roof. The Benjamin F.D. Adams House, 37 Lyman Street . 
(cl874; D82) and the Mary J. Smith House, 78 Ly-,an Street (1879; D88) were both large sub­
s t a n t i a l examples of the style and i t i s unfortunate that they have l o s t much of t h e i r d e t a i l . 

The Fiske Houses, 30 and 32 Lyman Street (1900-11; D80 and D81) are similiar examples of 
the Colonial Revival style, and both were built on speculation by E. Winslow Fiske who lived 
at 48 Lyman Street (D84). Each rises 2^ stories to a gambrel roof that sweeps down to a 
modillion cornice at the first story level. They also display fieldstone foundations and 
porches. 30 Lyman Street retains original shingle siding which wraps in to frame recessed 
attic windows. • The other interesting example of the style was designed by well-known archi­
tect and Waltham resident Henry Hartwell for Thomas Curley, a Boston lawyer (98 Lyman Street; 
1886; D91). It is a symmetrical three bay house with an overhanging second story focused on 
a bowed central bay. The entry beneath features an eliptical fan, sidelights, double doors 
and Tuscan columns. Large gabled dormers are aligned above the bays and Paladian windows are 
found in the gables. The Staple to Inventory form at bottom ^^"^^ ^^'^^'^ 
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Indicate each iteni cn Ln\-entoiy for::i vhicfi i s being continued below. 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd.) 

The real development of Lyman Street as a residential neighborhood began i n the late 
lSi-Os. In 1647 Lewis Emerson, Daniel's sen, bui l t his house at 21 Lyman Stvi-.Eear his 

-•father's house. •, Fi£,<e, a deputy sheriff of Middlesex County, and Josiah 
Rutter, a lawyer prominent in public affairs, built large houses on the west side of the 
street next to the already existing ones. A few more houses were added i n the I850s: 
before 1854 William Eobbs bui l t his house south cf School Street next to the blacksmith 
shop, and i n the second half of the decade a large Greek Revival was erected on the corner 
of Summer Street. The latter may have been affected by the fact that i n 1854 the 
Universalist Church had sold their l o t on the opposite corner of Summer Street and i n 1855 
had moved their meeting hcuse to the corner of Main and Spring streets. 

No building at a l l occurred on Lyman Street in the l860s, but many changes took place 
i n the l87Cs. Daniel Emerson had retired in the l86Gs and i n 1868 the blacksmith shop 
property was sold to Lewis C. Taylcr, who tore down the shop and bu i l t a commercial and 
apartment block on the site i n 1870. The next year Taylor b u i l t a house on the adjoining 
l o t at 12 Lyman as his residence. A few years later Warren Emerson, another of Daniel's 
sons, bu i l t his house across the street at 15 Lyman between his father's and brother's 
houses. Tte Adams estate on the east side of Lyman^between School and Summer, Streets was •' 
divided. Koratio Adams had died i n 1851 and sometime i n the early 18703 hfs son 
Benjamin, also a physician, b u i l t a large house on the southern half of the property 
(moved to 37 Lyman between 1915 and 1923). The 18703 was also the period when development 
began on the west side of Lyman north of Summer Street: in 1879 the l o t on the northwest 
corner of Lyman and Summer streets was sold and the house now at 78 Lyman erected. 

A few acre changes took place i n the Lyman Street area in the I880s. After much 
controversy about the route, the Massachusetts Central Railroad track was put through 
north of Church Street i n 18S1, thus i n effect defining the northern limits of the 
Di s t r i c t . In 1882 the remaining land on the west side of Lyman south of Church was sold 
and i n 1686 the Thomas Curley house now at 98 Lyman was bui l t on the ncrtherrjnost l o t of 
this land. Also i n the mid-18303 the l o t associated with the Josiah Rutter house at 54-56 
Lyman was divided and a house b u i l t at 62 Lyman. 

No houses were b u i l t on Lyman Street in the 1890s, but furthe. i n - f i l l i n g took place 
i n the f i r s t decade of the twentieth century when most of the substantial Colonial Revival 
houses on the street were constructed. In 1907 the deed restriction on the remaining l o t 
between Summer and Church streets was modified .̂o that two houses cou i be bui l t on i t and 
before 1911 the houses now at 84 and 90 Lyman were constructed. Alsc . sometime between 
1900 and 1911 the Federal farmhouse formerly m the northwest corner of Lyman and School 
streets was moved around the corner to i t s prt.--ent location at 11 School and the houses 
now at 30 and 32 Lyman erected. 

Staple t o Inventor-- ^nrm at bottom 
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Indicate each item cn in\'entory f c m •which is being ccntinued below. 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

The f i n a l development of the Lyman Street District took place in the early twentieth 
century when the former Adams estates cn the east side between School and Summer streets 
were developed. Between 1911.and 1915 the Koratio Adams estate south of Summer Street was 
subdivided: Faneuil Road was laid out, the imposing Federal house moved to i t s present 
location at 20 Faneuil Road, the estate divided into houselots, and by 1918 many of the 
small bungalows now on the property had been b u i l t . A similar development took place 
between 1918 and 1923 on the former Benjamin Adams estate, now 23 to 37 Lyman: the house 
formerly at the back of the l o t was moved to i t s present location at 35-37 Lyman, Lyman 
Terrace was laid out, and the area subdivided and b u i l t on. Today Lyman Street remains 
residential but, as part of a major route between Main and Lexington streets, is heavily 
trafficked: there is now a stop l i g h t at the corner cf Summer Street and heavy dump trucks 
rumble up and down the once quiet street. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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WALTHAM, MA MRA 

Street Address 

12 Lyman Street 

13-15 Lyman St. 

16 Lyman Street 

21 Lyman Street 

22 Lyman Street 

^ 25 Lyman Street 

29 Lyman Street 

30 Lyman Street 

)7 32 Lyman Street 

35-37 Lyman St. 

40 Lyman Street 

46-48 Lyman St. 

54-56 Lyman St. 

62 Lyman Street 

68 Lyman Street 

78 Lyman Street 

34 Lyman Street 

90 Lyman Street 

98 Lyman Street 

11 School Street 

l^^TAL 

Assessor's # 

61-2-3 

61-3-13 

61-2-2 

61-3-14 

61-2-1 

61-3-15 

61-3-16 

61-1-3 

61-1-2 

61-3-26 

61-1-1 

52-15-4 

52-15-3 

52-15-2 

52-15-1 

52-14-4 

52-14-3 

52-14-2 

52-14-1 

61-1-4 

DISTRICT  

Square Feot 

9,750 

9,750 

7,100 

' 8,800 

12,355 

3,999 

4,335 

5,652 

6,126 

7,979 

17,750 

18,235 : 

17,700 

12,275 

13,680 

9,682 

10,022 

10,044 

22,895 
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214,839 s q . f t , 

DATA SIll'FT 

Hi or i c Name/In yen lory // 

Lew i.s C. Taylor IL'^e./1J75 
barn 

Warren F.morson nse./D76 

Wi I l:iam Hobbs Hnc./D77 
barn 

Lewis i'jiierson H.se./l)78 
garage 7 

Sl . JO.seph's Center 

n/a 
garage 

n/a 
garage 

Fi.ske IIoiise/D80 
Karaj;e 

Fi.ske lloiise/D81 

lion jamiii F.D. Adams Iise./I)82 
garage 

.loiiii Fiiierson House/D83 
f i t ; l . b a r n 

i',l)en W. F.i ske House/D84 
barn 

Jos i ail Rutter nouse/l)85 

M. Harwood Young }Iou.s(?/D86 
alt-, garage 

Coul idge-Clarke Hou.se/l)R7 
gara;,;(2 

Mary J . Smith lIoiise/D8H 

Cliarle.s J . Shepard lIoiise/DHf) 
garage 

Charles R. H i l l House/D90 
garage 

Tlioiiias Curley nouse/D91 
garage 

David 'I'ownsend House/D79 

or 4.9 acres 

l.YMAN .STRI'I 

jlalie_ 

1871 

1873 

1850-54 

1847 

1966 

c1920 

C1920 

cl900 

cloon 

cl 874 

1834-38 

ci848 

cl848 

1884-86 

1854-60 

1879 

1907 

1 ')07 

1886 

cl83l 

;T HISTORIC DISTKICT 

Style iiJilLiJii 

Mansard C/C 

I t a l i a n a t e C 

I t a l i a n a t e C/C 

Greek Revival C/NC 

Con temporary NC Z. 

Foursquare NC/NC 

Foursquare Nr,/N(] 

Colonial Rev. C/NC 

(lolonial Rev. C 

Mansard " C/NC 

Creek Revival C/C 

It a l i anate C/C 

Italianate C tr 

Stick Style C/NC 

Creek Revival C/NC 

Mansard C 

Colonial Rev. C/NC 

Colonial Rev. C/NC 

Colonial Rev. C/NC 

Federal Q 
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