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80 BOYLSTCW STREET 
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:y 
AREA FORM NO. 

D 245 

Town W a k e f i e l d 

Address Gould Street 

Historic Name St. Joseoh's School 

E*ioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

•Sketch Map: Draw map shewing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between invaitoried property and nearest 
intersecticxi (s). , 
Indicate north y - ' . i 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCMPTION 

Date 19 2 4 

Schoo l 

Schoo l 

Source H i s t o r v o f W a k e f i e l d 

^ y l e N e o - n o t h i c 

jbxbitect M a a i n n i s & Walsh 

Exterior Wall Fabric B r i c k 

Outbuildings None 

Major Alterations (with dates) 
None 

Condition E x c e l l e n t 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage Under 1 ac re 

Setting Faces s o u t h on o t h e r w i s e 

r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t . 

OTM REFERENCE 19/329150/4707250 

DSGS QDADRANGLE R e a d i n g , Mass 

SCALE 1:25,0 00 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n 
A s s o c i a t e s 

Crganizat ionWakefie ld H i s t o r i c a l 
Commiss i o n 

Date March 19 8 5 



NATIOl-IAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

One o f the few examples o f the Neo-Gothic s t y l e i n town, t h i s 
suggested an appropr i a t e atmosphere f o r educat ion and was popular -
f o r C a t h o l i c i n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s designed by the Boston f i r m 
o f Maginnis & Walsh. I n both p lan and e l e v a t i o n S t . Joseph's 
School i s a we l l -p r e se rved example o f the t y p e ; i t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y 
o f l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , de s ign , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and 
a s s o c i a t i o n , and meets C r i t e r i o n C o f the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITEdURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oomnunity. 

This two s t o r y school on a high basement v/as designed i n the Neo-
Gothic or C o l l e g i a t e Gothic s t y l e by the Boston a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m 
Maginnis & Walsh who were respons ib le f o r many i n s t i t u t i o n a l C a t h o l i c 
b u i l d i n g s i n c l u d i n g a number at Boston Co l l ege . The s t y l e chosen was 
intended t o suggest medieval England at the t ime o f i t s resurgence i n 
l e a r n i n g and was t o suggest an atmosphere appropr i a t e f o r educa t ion . 
The m o d i f i e d C-shape school was a p l a n which was popular f o r U.S. 
schools i n the 1920s and 30s. , 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played i n local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. r 

The f i r s t C a t h o l i c mass was sa id i n South Reading i n 1850 and church 
membership cont inued t o grow as I r i s h and then I t a l i a n immigrants 
a r r i v e d i n South Reading a f t e r t h a t da te . A p a r i s h house and chapel 
were b u i l t and served u n t i l the new church was b u i l t i n 1871. A 
r e c t o r y f o l l o w e d i n 1884. This school was b u i l t i n 1924 and taught 
by the S i s t e r s o f Sa in t Joseph. I t began w i t h one c lass and year by 
year added a new c lass u n t i l there were e i g h t . 

BIBLIOa^AIBY and/or REFERENCES 
Eaton, Wm. & H i s t o r y Committee. A H i s t o r y o f Wakef i e ld , ' Mass.y 
W a k e f i e l d , 19 44. 

•t _ 
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0448 Afipiom No 102*4014 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Wakefield MRA 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review .,, . • , 

71. Massachusetts State Armory , 
^ t e r e d In t:.e 
Jta,tli)IUil lk*si3t.9r 

Richardson, Dr. S.O., House 

oiiiered in the 
national Hegiater 

73. Simpson, Dr. Thomas House 
t^yvjcy. ir. f.ti^ 

74. South Reading Academy 
fintered In the 
National Regiater 

1̂ 5. St. Joseph's School jf Entered in the 
liatloflal Register 

76. Stimpson, Wi l l i am, House 

• •• :> - -y- i fa t lo i ia i So.-isbar 

77. Sweetser, Daniel, House 
Entered In the 
Hational Beglater 

78. Sweetser, Michael, House • • 
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79. Temple Is r a e l Cemetery 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY St. Joseph's School 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Wakefield MRA 

NAME: ^ 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 
DATE RECEIVED: 5/23/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 - DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/07/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000749 f 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

IcCEPT R̂ETURN R̂EJECT 7 7 ^ A ^ f DATE fintered In the 
Iatlonal fiegister 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: ^ ^ 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVIEWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect , ..,r 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
^completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
[relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300 


