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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A substantial, .sound, well-maintained 2% story V1ctor1an house, built of
cream-colored brick 1n~1863‘ the May House stands on the site of a portion
of thw or1g1nal Fort Koshkonong. It is quite symmetrxcal, cruciform (Latin
cross) in shape, w1th some Italianate features, especially in the use of
decorative btackets to sSupport the roof overhang, which is wide at both the
sides and gable ends of the roof. The brackets are characterized by rather

‘prominent pendants that give the house an unusual appearance.

Except for installation of modern plumbing and utilities there have been no
substantial alterations of the house. It is tentatively planned, however,
that as restoration, which is partially under way, continues, the interior
will be adapted in some ways to provide for use of the house as a Wisconsin
Writers Hall of Fame, This is still uncertain, but at best, if such use
materializes, it will require no changes exteriorly and only minor ones in-
side, so that little integrity will be lost.

The approximately one and a half acre lot on which the house stands, part of
Fort Koshkonong, erected by General Henry Atkinson during the Black Hawk War
in 1832, is now a well-kept large lawn with shade trees and a few ornamental
shrubs., No visible remains of the original fort structure exist, but the
site is marked by an iron-fenced boulder and plaque as well as by an Official
Wisconsin Historical Marker on the southern edge of the property.

DESCRIPTION OF BOUNDARIES OF HISTORIC SITE:

Bounded on the north and east by private properties, om the south by
Milwaukee Avenue East and on the west by South Roland Avenue,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The principal areas of significance of the fort site are m111tary and
Indian h1story because of associations with the Black Hawk War of 1832, It
was during that war that Fort Koshkonong was built on this site by General
Henry Atkinson who, uxtﬁ more than 4000 frontlgr soldxers, had: followed
After an unproductive sortie east up the Bark River, in wh1ch one Private
Abraham Lincoln participated as a member of Captain Jacob M, Early's ir-
regular Illinois Rangers,{ N Atkinson returned and built Fort
Koshkonong, In his report to General Winfield Scott on July 17, 1832,
General Atkinson wrote, "Whilst lying here we have thrown up a_ stockude
work flanked by four block houses for the security of our supp11es and the
accomodation of the sick." In addition to General Atkinson himself,
notables like Lieutenant Albert S. Johnston, General William Clark, and
Colonel Henry Dodge, later to be Wisconsin's first territorial governor,
were at the fort during the Black Hawk War. In August 1832, Black Hawk was
defeated at the Battle of Bad Axe in southwestern W1scons1n. The fort,
later renamed Fort Atkinson, was abandoned soon thereafter. The settlement
at the fort site, now a busy small city, took its name from the fort.

The May House, while still an interesting architectural specimen and cer-
tainly "one of the finest houses in the village” when it was built, is
significant as the home of its builder, Eli. P, May, May had.come to Wis-
consin in 1839, had taught ‘school, farmed, operated a sawmill, studied law,
and engaged in various successful real-estate and other commercial opera-
tions, He was a stockholder in the Northwestern Furniture Company, the
Foundry and Machine Company, and a stockholder, director, and vice-president
of the First National Bank. One of the most important figures in the growth
and development of Fort Atkinson into a prosperous manufactuxing ‘and busi-
ness community, May was a philanthropist and "one of the pillars of Fort
Atkinson society." The fort site and the May House, owned by the Fort
Atkinson Historical Society, are assured of permanent preservation and
appropriate adaptive use, -
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