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1. Name of Property
historic name  Powhatan Jail
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number State Highway 25 || not for publication
city, town Powhatan || vicinity
state Arkansas code AR county Lawrence code AR Q75  zip code 72458
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[Jprivate [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [ district 1 buildings
[X] public-State [Csite 1 sites
[:] public-Federal D structure structures

E] object objects

2 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Historic Resources of Powhatan - Lawrence County listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
D nomination L__] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property [_Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date
_Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[TJentered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.

[:Ideterminod eligible for the National
Register. [T see continuation sheet.

[CJdetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

[[Jremoved from the National Register.
Dother. (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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" 6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Government: correctional facility

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

_Vacant: not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Other: Military Blockhouse

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Stone: Limestone

walls Stone: Limestone
roof Metal: Aluminum
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[Z_] See continuation sheet
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Description

SUMMARY. The Powhatan Jail is a box-shaped facility with a hipped roof, constructed of locally quarried
native limestone, mortar and concrete. It is within walking distance of the Powhatan Courthouse and is an
important part of that complex.

ELABORATION. The jail at Powhatan is the only remaining vernacular stone structure within the city limits, It is
situated in a valley below the courthouse and is surrounded by thick vegetation. No specifications or plans
have been discovered in order to precisely ascertain the building’s original construction.

A square plan characterizes the jail, which is a one-story building. Originally the building had a cut stone
floor, but poured concrete now covers the interior floor and a concrete porch extends outside. Constructed of
roughly-hewn native limestone, the exterior walls give the appearance of a fortification, reminiscent of earlier
log military blockhouses. Limestone mortar was used to bind the walls. From the patterns created by the tight-
fitting stones, it can be surmised that builders not only used dry mortar techniques (cutting and fitting without
mortar) but also used mortar to add additional security to the building (also like blockhouse construction, as
mortar contributed to making the old wood blockhouses bulletproof).

The hipped roof members of the jail are apparent because of the deteriorating corrugated sheet metal
sheathing the top of the building and the cupola, which was undoubtedly added later for ventilation during the
years 1941-1945 when the building was used as a canning factory. The original roof shape was probably
pyramidal, also consonant with blockhouse design.

The front facade (east elevation) is the main entrance to the jail. A poured concrete uncovered porch
extends from the front of the jail approximately six feet. The foundation stones under the porch are larger,
rusticated sandstones, which are noticeably different in color and texture from stones used in the walls.

The front door is an interesting object in and of itself. The remnants of an iron gate, approximately four
feet high, open onto the porch and were joined to the exterior walls (no longer attached). The massive wood
door at the entrance is hinged from the interior walls and is covered with a grid, fabricated iron overlay. This
iron overlay may have been at one time a portcullis, since it extends above the door on the interior and
appears to have been cut away to free the door when the building was no longer used as a jail facility. The
locks and keys 1o this door and to the
cell blocks (no longer in the jail) have been preserved in the Powhatan Courthouse Museum.

The anchors of the old cell-blocks are extant on the east facade; however, the cell blocks were removed
when the jail was abandoned and dispersed among the Walnut Ridge, Hoxie and Black Rock correctional
facilities.

The north elevation is a plain, solid wall of cut limestone, with one aperture to allow light on the inside.
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The exterior wall on the west elevation was penetrated to make a rear entrance during the years the jail
was used as a cannery during World War II and has been sealed with boards, painted gray. The mortar around
this penetration is deteriorating and stones are falling away. There are no windows on the west elevation.

The south elevation is a plain, solid wall of cut limestone, with one aperture to allow light on the inside,
identical to the north elevation.

On the interior, there is no ceiling, and the hipped roof members are exposed as well as the trusses that
support the cupola. The original ceiling was probably flat. All interior walls are stucco, which may or may not
be original. The stucco is deteriorating and the limestone walls are exposed in many places. The interior has
been severely vandalized and is in danger of loss due to neglect.

This structure was built on Block 14 in Powhatan and encompasses the site of Lots 1, 2, 3 and 6.



8. Statement of Significance

Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ nationally [ statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A [ _|B [X]c [XID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ B8 [ Jc [Jo [Je [JF [a

UL 71 1988

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1873-1890 1803/1820/1873
Politics/Government ,O00BC-1824 AD 1808/1818/1824
Settlement
Archeology/Prehistoric
Archeology/Historic-Aboriginal Cultural Affiliation
Archeology/Historic-Non-Aboriginal Aboriginal

European

Sri‘?niﬁcam Person Architect/Builder

/A D. A. McKinnon

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

I__X] See continuation sheet
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Significance

SUMMARY. The Powhatan jail is nominated for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places with local
significance under Criterion A because it is an example of an early jail, one of a few still extant. Designed by
the architect, Jno. D. Edwards, who also designed the original Powhatan Courthouse in 1873, this jail is the
only civic building in Powhatan which dates to the construction of the first courthouse, built after Powhatan
received the county seat in 1869 (completed in 1873). It is also nominated under Criterion C because it is a
rare example of a stone, military blockhouse style jail.

The site on which the jail is situated is nominated under Criterion D for its potential to reveal further
information about the civic affairs of this early boom town.

ELABORATION. Located in a small valley just west of the courthouse, the jail is within walking distance from
the court. It was connected to the courthouse by a walkway during its years of usage as a jail. Stone crafting
came to Lawrence County with the Germanic (northern and central Europe) immigrants who settled Arkansas
territory in the early 1800s. Earlier jails were constructed from hewn logs and had the appearance of military
blockhouses (e.g., Smithville jail, 1861).The jail at Powhatan may have been the first jail in the county
constructed from locally quarried stone. The stone came from the farm of Ephram Sharp and was transported
by wagon to the building site for use in both the courthouse and the jail.
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9. Major Bibliographical References

[C] see continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

E]preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested DState historic preservation office
I:]previously listed in the National Register [CJother State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register [:] Federal agency
designated a National Historic Landmark [ Local government
[CJrecorded by Historic American Buildings [Juniversity
Survey # [X] other
I:]recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Powhatan Courthouse Museum

Lawrence County Courthouse - Walnut Ridge

10. _Geographical Data
Acreage of property __Between 1 and 2 acres

UTM References

All 5 (6]6,914,3,5] (3,9]9,4]5,0,0] Bhoid Ll et il L B leaiss
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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[C] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Section 30, Township 17, Range 1 West
Block 11, Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.

DSeo continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire city block that has historically been associated
with the property.

[[]see continuation sheet
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city or town __Little Rock state Arkansas  zip code _ 72201
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking ‘“x’’ in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for ‘‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Powhatan Jail
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number State Highway 25 [_Inot for publication N/A
city, town  Powhatan [ Tvicinity N/A
state Arkansas code AR county Lawrence code AR 075 zip code 72458
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
D private x] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
(] public-local [district 1 buildings
@ public-State [ site sites
[:] public-Federal E] structure structures
[] object objects
1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
i i AR listed in the National Register _ N/A

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [_| request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In qu opinign, the pro;%x_—] m not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.
/e, N y § 29-89

Signature of certi‘ﬁng official 0 Date

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [:] meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. [:l See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[A]entered in the National Register. 4 oy
|:]See continuation sheet. 3 e /%MML/ /e ZZQA Z(&
[ determined eligible for the National /
Register. [ | See continuation sheet.

[:]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ Iremoved from the National Register.
Dother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Government: correctional facility

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Vacant: pot in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Other: Military Blockhouse

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Stone: Timestone

walls Stone: Limestone
roof Metal: Aluminum
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

See continuation sheet
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POWHATAN JAIL
Description

SUMMARY. The Powhatan Jail is a box-shaped facility with a hipped roof, constructed of
locally quarried native limestone, mortar and concrete. It is within walking distance of
the Powhatan Courthouse and is an important part of that complex.

ELABORATION. The jail at Powhatan is the only remaining vernacular stone structure
within the city limits. It is situated in a valley below the courthouse and is
surrounded by thick vegetation. No specifications or plans have been discovered in order
to precisely ascertain the building's original construction.

A square plan characterizes the jail, which is a one-story building. Originally the
building had a cut stone floor, but poured concrete now covers the interior floor and a
concrete porch extends outside. Constructed of roughly-hewn native limestone, the
exterior walls give the appearance of a fortification, reminiscent of earlier log
military blockhouses. Limestone mortar was used to bind the walls. From the patterns
created by the tight-fitting stones, it can be surmised that builders not only used dry
mortar techniques (cutting and fitting without mortar) but also used mortar to add
security to the building (also like blockhouse construction, as mortar contributed to
making the old wood blockhouses bulletproof).

The hipped roof members of the jail are apparent because of the deteriorating corrugated
sheet metal sheathing the top of the building and the cupola, which was undoubtedly added
later for ventilation during the years 1941-1945 when the building was used as a canning
factory. The original roof shape was probably pyramidal, also consonant with blockhouse
design.

The front facade (east elevation) is the main entrance to the jail. A poured concrete
uncovered porch extends from the front of the jail approximately six feet. The
foundation stones under the porch are larger, rusticated sandstones, which are noticeably
different in color and texture from stones used in the walls.

The front door is an interesting object in and of itself. The remnants of an iron gate,
approximately four feet high, open onto the porch and were joined to the exterior walls
(no longer attached). The massive wood door at the entrance is hinged from the interior
walls and is covered with a grid, fabricated iron overlay. This iron overlay may have
been at one time a portcullis, since it extends above the door on the interior and
appears to have been cut away to free the door when the building was no longer used as a
jail facility. The locks and keys to this door and to the cell blocks (no longer in the
jail) have been preserved in the Powhatan Courthouse Museum.

The anchors of the old cell-blocks are extant on the east facade; however, the cell
blocks were removed when the jail was abandoned and dispersed among the Walnut Ridge,
Hoxie and Black Rock correctional facilities.

The north elevation is a plain, solid wall of cut limestone, with one aperture to allow
light on the inside.
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The exterior wall on the west elevation was penetrated to make a rear entrance during the
years the jail was used as a cannery during World War IT and has been sealed with boards,
painted gray. The mortar around this penetration is deteriorating and stones are falling
away. There are no windows on the west elevation.

The south elevation is a plain, solid wall of cut limestone, with one aperture to allow
light on the inside, identical to the north elevation.

On the interior, there is no ceiling, and the hipped roof members are exposed as well as
the trusses that support the cupola. The original ceiling was probably flat. All inter-
ior walls are stucco, which may or may not be original. The stucco is deteriorating and
the limestone walls are exposed in many places. The interior has been severely vandalized
and is in danger of loss due to neglect.

This structure was built on Block 14 in Powhatan and encompasses the site of Lots 1, 2,
3 and 6.
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8. Statement of Significance

[ i o

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ ]nationally [ ] statewide locally
Applicable National Register Criteria IX] A |:| B IX] (o] E] D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 18 [Jc [Ip [Je [JF [Ja
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1873-1890

Politics/Government

Significant Person
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Ti0. o1 2 pdkurdiiel 0 ArdRt

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

l] See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

[]see continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested E] State historic preservation office
[ Ipreviously listed in the National Register (] Other State agency
(] previously determined eligible by the National Register [ Federal agency
[:]designated a National Historic Landmark D Local government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings |:] University
Survey # [x] other
Drecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 2 acres

UTM References
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Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
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[:l See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Section 30, Township 17, Range 1 West
Block 11, Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.

[:]See continuation sheet

- Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire city block that has historically been associated with
the property.

D See continuation sheet
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POWHATAN JAIL

SUMMARY. The Powhatan Jail is nominated for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places with local significance under Criterion A because it is an example of an
early jail, one of a few still extant. Designed by the architect, Jno. D. Edwards, who
also designed the original Powhatan Courthouse in 1873, this jail is the only civic
building in Powhatan which dates to the construction of the first courthouse, built after
Powhatan received the county seat in 1869 (completed in 1873). It is also nominated
under Criterion C because it is a rare example of a stone, military blockhouse style jail.

ELABORATION. Located in a small valley just west of the courthouse, the jail is within
walking distance from the court. It was connected to the courthouse by a walkway during
its years of usage as a jail. Stone crafting came to Lawrence County with the Germanic
(northern and central Europe) immigrants who settled Arkansas territory in the early
1800s. Earlier jails were constructed from hewn logs and had the appearance of military
blockhouses (e.g., Smithville jail, 1861).

The jail at Powhatan may have been the first jail in the county constructed from locally
quarried stone. The stone came from the farm of Ephram Sharp and was transported by
wagon to the building site for use in both the courthouse and the jail.

Further elaboration of the significance of the Powhatan Jail is contained in Part E,
Historic Contexts 1 and 3.
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