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The Old Chippewa Bank Building is located in the central business district 
of Montevideo. It is the only commercial building to retain exterior design 
integrity in the downtown. The building is built on a sloping site — the main 
street side is two full stories; the second story at the rear of the building 
is at grade with the alley.

The building is of Romanesque Revival style with Italianate features. It 
is constructed of brick with rusticated quartzite stone foundation and lintels. 
The most outstanding feature of the building is the corner tower capped with 
an octagonal ogee curved metal dome. The main entry to the building is con­ 
structed of quartizite in the form of a Romanesque arch.

Decorative design features include a corbelled cornice, decorative brick 
parapets, and decorative diamond brick work in the tower and on the two main 
facades of the building.

The interior of the building is currently undergoing restoration to an 
adaptive use.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Chippewa Bank Building is significant as an example of the 
Romanesque Revival style and as the building which once housed the oldest 
organized bank in Montevideo.

The building is significant architecturally in the rehabilitated down­ 
town of Montevideo. It stands out as the only building in the area which has 
retained original design integrity.

Historically, the building housed, from 1900 to 1925, the oldest savings 
and loan instutition in Montevideo. The bank was organized in 1870 by C.H. 
Budd and L.R. Moyer. The original bank building located on this site is a 
wood frame building. The expansion of the bank's activities by the turn of 
the century created the need for the construction of this bank building. 
The bank continued to operate in this building until its closing in 1925. 
Since 1925 the building has housed various offices for law firms, insurance 
brokers, and city government activities.
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