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Historic NareJilijah Fiske House

Usss Present Residential
Original Residential

DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1801

Source  Pggdg

Architect unknown
Exterior Wall Fabric Brick

Outbuildings none

Hajor Alterations (with dates)

Condition Good

Moed no Date
Acreege 0.36' 16,379 sg. ft. 2Z-ZZ-2(

Setting Jn rpsidftntial aron .mirrnuTided

by much smaller 20th c. houses

Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes

Organization Valtham Historical Canm.

Date August 1986
revised C. Jenkins 2/88



Ttie Elijah Fiske House i s an excellent exanple of a brick Federal house and i s one of the
only three such houses inthe city. | tws also the famly hone of one of V@l thams nost
promnent citizens inthe first half of the nineteenth century. |t thus meets criteria B
and C of the National Register.

ARCH TECTURAL. S GNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the commnity.

Set on a residential street surrounded by nuch smaller twentieth century houses, this
i nposing Federal house i s one of three simlar brick Federal houses i nthe city (see also
600 Beaver Street and 35-37 Central Street forms). | tis a double house with a five-by-
four bay profile and entrances on both the west and south facades. These facades are
alnost identical and are characterized by a recessed entry surnounted by a recessed
el liptical fanlight (the one on the south facade i s blank). The wi ndows are also set in e
recessed openings and have wooden sills; the overall effect i s both sinple and el egant.
The house has a low hip roof and four tall chimeys and i s strikingly simlar to another
brick Federal house i n the city, the Wrking Farnhouse at the \e(?2>e.: frc 1n..;.- A*-"0-.t

.. The ell on the east now serves as the kitchen; i t is attached to another ell on
the south that has bridle-jointed rafters and a scarf joint inthe ridge pole. A garage el |
now extends from the north rear corner. Wndows contain 2/2 replacement sash.

HSTARCAL SANHCANCE Explain the role owners played inlocal or state history and how the
funding relates to the devel opment of the community.

Al though Fiske tasaily tradition maintains that this house was built by Luke Fiske
(1794-18J45) for his son John T. K Fiske (1819-1861) when the latter was married i n 1811,
deed research indicates that this was actually the farnhouse of Luke's father, Elijah
Fi ske (1765-18"13). I n 185 when Elijah Fiske's heirs sold this property, the deed
referred toit as the farmformerly owned by Elijah Fiske. Elijah Fiske had acquired
this property inMirch, 180 (MD A2"M:'ir2) so he presunably built this house shortly
aTter that. Perhaps John T. K Fiske cane to live inthis house in 18*1 or after his
grandfather's death in 1843. Mre research i s needed to clarify this.

Uike Fiske was one of the nost promnent nen in VWl thamof his time: chairman of the
Itsard of Selectnen, an assessor. Representative to the General Court in 1838, and the
first president of the VlthamBank. H died in 185 at the age of 51, only two years
after his father, and perhaps that iswiy the famly sold this'farmin 185. At that tine
it was purchased by a Thonmas Lincolnof Providence, RI. H put i t on the market againin
>33 and the advertisement isworth quoting, for it gives a very good picture of the farm
ftt that time:

aNr
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H STOUI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE (cont' d) /'S ,

"Farm i nWl t ham For Sal e!

The excellent farm formerly owed by t he Hon. Luke Fiske, dec'd, situated on
Lincoln St. i nthenortherly part of Vltham2 m fromvillage 4 11 m from
Best.

Said farm contains 120 Aof all thevarieties of land most desirablefor
farmng purposes; it i swell adapted for am |k farmfor which i t i snow used.
15 cows & 4 horses are kept i nthe summer, 20 cows, 2 oxen & 4 horses are kept
in thewinter, 4 i scapable of keeping several nore. There are extensive
orchards fromwhich 1000 bbls of apples have been sold i na singleyr.

The bl dgs are pleasantlylocated 4 consist of alarge 2-story brick
dwel I ing hse, convenient for 1 or 2 famlies with anL and spacious sheds
attached; 2 barns, 1 60x40 the other 44x36 of nmodern structure convenient 4 i n
good repair with cellars under thewhol e 4 sheds attached; a large apple or mill
hse with acellar; also anice house. Therei s an abundant supply of good
wat er .

Wal t ham Sentinel Jan 1863

The farmwas sold i n 1863 for $7200 t 0 a George Saunders of Vltham Hei nturn sold
it i n1873 toGeorgiannaB Snmith, wife of Everett Smith, then living i nBoston. Snith
farmed theland and, after his. death, Georgiannasold the property i n1914 t o Herbert
Shel don, a lawyer. The Sheldonslived i nthe house from 1915 t 0 1922; by 1922 al | t he
former Elijah Fiske farm had been acquired by t he Mody Land Trust and a subdi vision
called Munt Lake Villa with the present small house |ots had been laid out i n the
Lincol n-Lake streets area. Thel ot containingthis house, however, had al ready been sold
to George Trider, anenployee at t he Wl tham Vtch Gonpany. The Tri ders owned t he house
until 1961 when they sold it toCharles Sullivan, a builder andthe present owner.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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