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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Four miles west of Camden, in a grove of magnificent
oak trees, stands the old homestead of the B¥agg family.
It is a two-story frame house with five bays across the
front on both first and second floor. A two-tiered porch
covers the main entrance and is supported by four square
columns with Doric capitals. There is a railing on the
second floor tier, but none on the first. The house is
basically rectangular with a hip roof.

The main entrance has a double-entry door with rec-
tangular sidelights and transom. The doors have three
tiers of molded panels. The door, sidelights and transom
are trimmed with architrave and cornice. The door on
the second story is a single entry with no sidelights or
transom. It is trimmed in a very plain fashion.

The windows are most unusual. The first floor win-
dows are double-hung sashes. The top sash has nine lights
and the bottom six lights. The second floor windows are
not so unusual, having six lights per sash in double-hung
windows. The windows have no shutters, nor is there any
indication that they ever did. There are two interior
chimneys extending through the roof. Their caps are
corbelled.

The house was built in the late 1840's but not
occupied by the Bragg family until 1850. The house has the
symmetrical facade typical of the period and the Classical
collonade supporting the porch roof. The building has
maintained most of its original integrity, and has suf-
fered minimal alteration. Most of the alterations have
been to achieve a state of utility corresponding to the
changing times. Composition shingles have replaced the
original wood shingles, and new siding has been added. A
door has replaced a window and there is an enclosed back
porch that is probably not original.

- A

SR I o d185 N




LN SRR U C T ILONS

ET R

TFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[] Pre-Columbian| [[] 16th Century [[] 18th Century (] 20th Century
[C] 15th Century [C] 17th Century K] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal [J Education ] Political (] Urban Planning
[} Prehistoric [C] Engineering [C] Religion/Phi- [J Other (Specify)
[] Historic [ Industry losophy

fx] Agriculture [C] Invention [] Science

[C] Architecture [C] Landscape [] Sculpture

[ Art Architecture [C] Social/Human-

[] Commerce [ Literature itarian

[[J] Communications Military [[] Theater

[} Conservation [ Music [T1 Transportation .

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Peter Newport Bragg moved to Camden in 1842. He came
from Lowndes County, Alabama. He was followed in his im-
migration by his brothers, Ira, Sam, Hosea and Eber. All
of the Braggs settled in the area and their descendants are
still living in Ouachita County.

Peter Bragg brought the claim to a small farm (near
where the Bragg House now stands) from Mr. Levi Stone, who
came from Missouri about 1822. Bragg also bought a saw
mill in order to saw lumber for the house he intended to
build. The saw mill, however, was the only one in the area;
and the demand for lumber was so great that Bragg was un-
able to saw lumber for his own use until a period of some
years had elapsed. Bragg could have sawn lumber for his
house at an earlier date, but it was considerably more pro-
fitable to supply lumber to others when the demand was so
great.

In 1850, the house was completed to the point of
occupancy, but it required an additional two years to finish
the interior and exterior work. The house was constructed
of virgin pine which was, of course, sawn in Bragg's mill,
by his slaves. The mill was significant in Bragg's life.

He met his death there not many years after the completion
of his house. The house, characteristic of the period, is
fastened by a combination of mortise and tenon, wooden pegs,
and square cut nails. The wide boards, in floors and wall
paneling, recall the early lumbering days in Arkansas when
large stands of virgin timber were available for cutting.

During the Civil War a brief skirmish between Union
and Confederate Troops was fought close to the house.i Mrs.
Bragg stood with her children in a small alcove between
the dining room and family room, so that the double chimney
would be between them and the fighting. .Several bullets
pierced the walls, but Braggs, like the homeowners of
today, repaired or replaced the damaged wood as soon as
possible, failing thereby, to anticipate -the interest of
vistors a century later.
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Historic Camden, (a brochure)

"Early Days of Camden,* The Arkansas Historical Quarterly, Vol.

V, No. 4 (Winter, 1946).
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Unpublished Federal Writers Project,'"Ouachita County
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File, Arkansas History Commission, Little Rock, Arkansas.
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8. Significance Continued:

There is a small family cemetery approximately one-
eighth mile east of the house. Peter Newport Bragg, his
mother and several other members of the family are buried
in the beautiful 1little plot.

Although the Bragg house has been occupied by various
families throughout the years, the house has always re-
mained in the possession of the Bragg family. It is now

owned by Thomas Gaughan, a great grandson of Peter Newport
Bragg.
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The attached National Regisﬁer Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your
office for clarification of the information indicated below.
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Photographic Coverage.
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Location.
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Owner of Property.

Location of Legal Description.

Representation in Existing Surveys.

Description.

Statement of Significance.

Bibliography.
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Please check.

b. .Acreage.

Form Prepared By.
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Map Coverage.
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Other.

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation

of our professional review.

Correction of these technical errors does not

necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register
criteria in. full,

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked{‘J/
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e ARKANSAS

Date Entered HAR 1 1974

Name Location
Ellicott~leeck Luuse Canden
Ouachita County
Spring M1i11 Batesville vicinity
Independence County
Bragg House Canden vicinity
= : o - Ouaghita County
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