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CONDITION
[7C| Excellent d] Good Q Fair

(Check One) 
□ Deteriorated I I Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One)
Altered □ Unaltered

(Check One)

I I Moved @ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

STYLE: GREEK REVIVAL

PLAN:

MATERIALS & 
METHODS OF 
CONSTRUCTION:

EXTERIOR
APPEARANCE:

SCALE AND 
PROPORTION:

INTERIOR 
APPEARANCE:

IRON WORK:

PRESENT:

Rectangle with protrusions. Entry Hall extends to front with 
open portico above. Single small rooms extended to rear of 
corners. Original plan had central stair hall with stair 
running from ground to cupola. One large classroom on each 
side of central hall with office in small rooms at rear 
corners. This arrangement typical for first two floors.
Third floor divided into four rooms plus office on each side 
of central stair hall.

Stuccoed brick exterior walls, wood floor joists and girders 
supported on wood columns. Corbeled brick footings.
Stuccoed cornice carried by limestone slabs cantilevering 
from exterior wall and counterweighted by roof trusses. Wood 
cupola and lantern. Low pitched roof originally tin clad.

Symmetrical composition. Three stories with lowest floor 
slightly heavier than upper two. Doric pilasters run from 
second floor to cornice all four sides. Central portico 
extends to front at entry; enclosed at ground floor with 
open porches, second and third floor. Sixcolumns run 
from second floor to cornice and support low pitched pediment 
Deep overhanging cornice with parapet above all four sides. 
Heavy drum and cupola, with dome surmounted by lantern. 
Twenty-eight wood Ionic columns around cupola. Exterior 
walls stuccoed and scored to simulate large scale stone.

Typical stout Greek Revival appearance. Cupola and drum 
extremely heavy to successfully compensate for foreshortening 
when seen from ground.

Plaster walls and ceilings on split lath. Ground floor stucccj) 
over brick. Other floor yellow pine. Back banded door and 
window trim. Exposed interior columns of wood, Doric Order. 
Cupola only portion retaining any original finishes.

Massive cast iron gateways, posts cast in the form of bundles 
of elm and birch bound with leather thongs containing an ax 
and blade fasces. Fifteen slender lances of iron between 
each post. Wrought iron railings over entry portico at both 
first and second floor porches.

Renovation 1968-70 nearly completed. Completely new Interior 
plan. Exterior sand blasted and painted. East and West 
wings were extended to sides and rear in late 19th Century. 
Structure bolstered and extended to rear in 1913-14.

Principal facade remains unchanged.
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Rectangle with protrusions. Entry Hall extends to front with 
open portico above. Single small rooms extended to rear of 
corners. Original plan had central stair hall with stair 
running from ground to cupolQ. One large classroom on each 
side of central hall with office in small rooms at rear 
corners. This arrangement typical for first two floors. 
Third floor divided into four rooms plus office on each side 
of cent ral stair hall. 

Stuccoed brick exterior walls, wood floor joists and girders 
w pported on wood columns. Corbeled brick footings. 
Stuccoed cornice carried by limestone slabs cantilevering 
from exterior wall and counterweighted by roof trusses. Wood 
cupola and lantern. Low pitched roof originally tin clad. 

Symmetrical composition. Three stories with lowest floor 
slight l y heavier than upper two. Dori c ilasters run from ---second floor to cornice all four sides. Central portico 
extends to front at entry ; enclosed at ground floor with 
open porches, second and third floor. Six ~ - columns run 
from second floor to cornice and support low pitched pediment 
Deep overhanging cornice with parapet above .all four sides. 
Heavy drum and cupola, with dome surmounted by lantern. 
Twenty-eight wood Ionic columns around cupola. Exterior 
walls stuccoed and scored to simulate large scale stone. 

Typical stout Greek Revival appearance. Cupola and drum 
extremel y heavy to successfully compensate for foreshortening 
when seen from ground. 

Plaster walls and ceilings on split lath. Ground floor stucc 
over brick. Other floor yellow 'pine. Back banded door and 
wi ndow trim. Exposed interior columns of wood, Doric Order. 
Cupola onl y portion retaining any original finishes. 

Massive cast iron gateways, posts cast in the form of bundles 
of elm and birch bound with leather thongs containing an ax 
and blade fasces. Fifteen slender lances of iron between 
each post. Wrought iron railings over entry portico at both 
first and second floor porches. 

Renovation 1968-70 nearl y completed. Completely new interior 
plan. Exterior sand blasted and painted. East and West 
wings were extended to sides and rear in late 19th Century . 
Structure bolstered and extended to rear in 1913-14. 

Principal facade remains unchanged. 
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Barton Academy, completed in 1836, was the first-.^l>ll;C. sc^dol In 
the State of Alabama. The school was named for WillougMix-Bafton, a 
member of the Alabama Legislature and sponsor of the act which created 
the Board of School Commissioners for Mobile County, Alabama's first 
local board of education.

The land for the building, a part of the Price Tract, was acquired 
on May 25, 1830.

Henry Hitchcock, Alabama's first attorney general, headed the 
committee appointed to secure plans and establish the school. A large 
part of the money used to construct the buildlng/(?rom Hitchcock's 
private fortune.

Private and denominational schools were held in Barton Academy 
from 1836 to 1851. The Mobile School Commissioners appropriated money 
to these Catholic, Methodist, Trinity and Bethal groups, as there were 
then no purely public schools in Mobile County or anywhere in Alabama.

The Mobile school authorities were the first in Alabama to provide 
a definite income for the support of public education. This income was 
derived from land grants and fines and a tax on the sales of slaves, 
livestock, and other commodities. There was also a license tax on shows, 
theatres, and similar amusements. These funds were supplemented by 
revenue raised by a lottery. Barton Academy was built with funds raised 
partially by lottery.

Barton Academy became Alabama's first public school in 1852. The 
year before Mobile voters had the choice of selling the academy with the 
sale proceeds going to private schools or retaining Barton Academy and 
setting up a public school system. Mobile voters voted for public 
schools. Willis G. Clark, chairman of the school board, was sent to 
study the school systems in the Northern states.

The County Superintendent of Education has used a portion of the 
building for his office since 1857, except for 1925-26 and 1968-69 when 
building renovations were made. Certain other school administrative 
offices were located there when most of the building was used for 
classrooms.

Barton Academy continued to operate as a public school from 1852 to 
May, 1965, when decreasing enrollment brought about by shifting population 
patterns led to the closing of the classrooms. When current renovations 
are completed in March, 1970, Barton Academy will house all of the offices 
of its founding organization, the Board of School Commissioners of Mobile 
County.
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Barton Academy , completed in 1836, was the first ?Eit11.iz in 

the State of Alabama. The school was named for Willoug • 
member of the Alabama Legislature and sponsor of the act whi ch 
t he Board of School Commissioners for Mobil e County , Alabama's 
local board of education. 

The land for the building , a part of the Price Tract, was acquired 
on May 25, 1830. 

Henry Hitchcock, Alabama ' s f i rst attorney general, headed the 
committee appointed to secure plans and establish the school. A large 
part of the money used to construct the buildinii\'?fom Hitchcock's 
private fortune. 

Private and denominational schools were held in Barton Academy 
from 1836 to 1851. The Mobile School Commissioners appropriated mone y 
to these Catholic, Methodist, Trinity and Bethal groups, as there were 
then no purel y public schools in Mobile County or anywhere in Alabama. 

The Mobile school authorities were the first in Alabama to provide 
a definite income for the support of public education. This income was 
derived from land grants and fines and a tax on the sales of slaves, 
l i vestock, and other commodities. There was also a license tax on shows, 
theatres, and similar amusements. These funds were supplemented by 
revenue raised by a lottery . Barton Academy was built with funds raised 
partially by lottery . 

Barton Academy became Alabama's f i rst public school in 1852. The 
year before Mobile voters had the choice of selling the academy wit h t he 
sale proceeds going to private schools or retaining Barton Academy and 
setting up a public school system. Mobile voters voted for public 
schools. Willis G. Clark, chairman of the school board, was sent to 
study the school s ystems in the Northern states. 

The Count y Superintendent of Education has used a port i on of the 
building for his office since 1857, except for 1925-26 and 1968-69 -when 
building renovations were made. Certain other school administrative 
offices were located there when most of the bui l ding was used for 
classrooms. 

Barton Academy continued to operate as a public school from 1852 to 
May , 1965, when decreasing enrollment brought about by shifting population 
patterns led to the closing of the classrooms. When current renovations 

are completed in March, 1970t Barton Academy will house all of the offices 
of its founding organization, the Board of School Commissioners of Mobile 
County . 
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Summary Paragraph 

 
The Barton Academy campus on the block of Government Street bounded by Conti, South Lawrence, 
and Cedar Streets is one of the city of Mobile’s most honored architectural and civic accomplishments. 
Barton Academy was the first public school in Alabama and was named for state representative 
Willoughby Barton who was responsible for the bill that created the public school system1. The school 
opened in 1836, with approximately 400 students in attendance, at grade levels ranging from primary to 
grammar and high school grades2. Today’s campus is comprised of the original 1836 building, an annex 
named the Yerby Building built in 1904-05, and a cafeteria, which was originally used for technical 
training, constructed ca. 1924. The Yerby Building has enjoyed a variety of uses in its lifetime and has 
played an integral role in Mobile education since its construction. The Yerby building adds historical 
significance to the Barton Academy campus as it represents one of the few remaining Beaux-Arts 
inspired structures in the city and has retained all of the exterior architectural character from the date of 
construction. This amendment serves to add context for the Yerby Building and technical training 
building to the original 1970 Barton Academy campus National Register Nomination. Both buildings 
were not mentioned in the original individual nomination, however they both contribute to the greater 
conversation of architecture and education in Mobile County. This nomination also clarifies the 
boundary lines for the nomination. The boundary is seen on the attached site plan. They include the 
entire campus, which constitutes a square city block. 
 
Narrative Description 

 
Mobile would grow tremendously from Barton Academy’s 1836 construction to the turn of the century. 
This growth necessitated an expansion of the public school system, and despite the erection of numerous 
new schools within the city by the early 1900s Barton Academy was suffering growing pains. In 
response, the school board held an emergency meeting on March 2, 1904 at which time they authorized 
the building of an annex to the main structure, to be done “… without delay.”3 At the same time, plans 
were sent to the County School Commissioners to expand the main building, with improvements 
including a rearrangement of the interior, erection of two additional wings, and changes to be made to 
the exits for the inclusion of fire escapes4.  
 
The Yerby Building sits directly behind the Barton Academy core building, with a main entrance on 
Conti Street. The new structure replaced two previous ones dating back to 18545 whose purposes are 
today unclear, although Sanborn Maps from the period indicate they may have been a boy’s high school 
and a primary school. The Yerby building is two-stories tall and provided extra classroom space on 
campus, which was initially used to house the grammar school classes6. Yerby’s total cost of 

                                           
1 Encyclopedia of Alabama, Barton Academy, accessed February 20, 2019 
2 Mobile Press Register, clipping, October 22, 1936 
3 Mobile Daily Item, “Barton Academy Improvements,”, March 2, 1904  
4 Mobile Daily Item, “Schools”, April 15, 1904 
5 Watson, History of Barton Academy, 1971, pg. 36 
6 “Bartonion”, Barton Academy yearbook, 1906, caption of a photograph 



NPS Form 10-900-a  (Rev. 8/2002)                      OMB No. 1024-0018  
   

United States Department of the Interior      Put Here 
National Park Service 

 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
 
 

Barton Academy 

Name of Property 
Mobile, AL 
County and State 
   #70000107   
NR Reference Number 

construction was reportedly $40,0007. Architect B. B. Smith of Montgomery was responsible for the 
design8. Smith had a prolific career of civic and public buildings, his most well-known being the L&N 
Union Station in Montgomery9.  
 
B. B. (Benjamin Bosworth) Smith was a prominent architect of the early 1900s, who based his work out 
of Montgomery, Alabama, but constructed buildings across the southeast. Smith was born in 
Montgomery in the 1860s. His early career was with the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, and so he 
designed a series of railroad stations and public transportation buildings throughout Alabama, Florida, 
and Georgia10. His most significant work for the state of Alabama is the Montgomery Union Station and 
Trainshed (1898) designed for the L&N Railroad. The station was built to accommodate the increase in 
railroad traffic through the area and reflects a desire on the part of the railroad company to improve the 
comfort of passengers as a matter of engineering and architectural pride. The influence of bridge 
construction methods can be seen in the structure, and it is held as an example of how techniques of 
metal-framed construction could and would be applied in modern building practices11.  
 
Later in his career, Smith formed a partnership with Frank Lockwood. The firm Lockwood and Smith 
was officially established in 1901, and the pair worked on various public buildings together, including 
the only two Romanesque Revival style courthouses in Florida: the Calhoun County (1903) and 
Bradford County (1903-1904) Courthouses. The partnership was short lived, and the firm had dissolved 
by the end of 190312. Smith continued to work in a civic and public capacity, even winning second place 
in the 1905 competition to enlarge the Alabama state capitol building in Montgomery. Interestingly, 
Smith’s design came second to his previous partner Frank Lockwood’s submission13. Smith enjoyed a 
prolific career for many more years, with such works attributed to him as: the Barton Academy annex 
(Yerby Building) in 1904-1905, the Florida Suwannee County Courthouse (1904), Sable Mansion 
(1905), the Flowers Hall at Huntingdon College (1910), Geneva County Courthouse (1912), and the 
Taylor County Courthouse (1907) and Jail (1910). B. B. Smith passed away in 193014. 
 
At first, Smith’s new building on Barton square was simply referred to as the Barton Annex or Grammar 
School, but a few years later the name was changed to Yerby Building to honor Superintendent Yerby. 
John DuBois Yerby was native to Greensboro, Alabama, and first appears as a Mobile resident in the 
1880 Mobile City Directory. He began his life in Mobile as a school teacher in Barton’s Boy’s Senior 
Grammar School. By the time he was 27 years old, in 1887, he had been promoted to Principal of said 
school. Within a decade of that promotion he was given the position of superintendent, which he served 

                                           
7 Watson, History of Barton Academy, 1971, pg. 36 
8 Gould, From Builders to Architects: The Hobart-Hutchinson Six, 1997, pg. 106 
9 Louisville & Nashville Railroad: Montgomery Union Station and Trainshed, National Register 

application, 1974, Section 8 
10 Suwannee County Courthouse, National Register Application, 1998  
11 Louisville & Nashville Railroad: Montgomery Union Station and Trainshed, National Register 

application, 1974, Section 8 
12 Calhoun County Welcome Home Day: Historical Program Book, October 3, 1987 
13 Old Taylor County Jail, National Register Application, 1989 
14 Gould, From Builders to Architects, 1997, pg. 106 
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from 1894-1900. Those who attended Barton during his time there remember him fondly, and the record 
shows a light-hearted and devoted teacher. Yerby died suddenly at the age of 40 in 1900, and he and his 
wife are buried in Mobile’s Magnolia Cemetery15.  
 
Thanks to Mobile’s prosperity during the first decades of the 20th century, Barton Academy’s student 
body was again outgrowing its allotted space. In 1923 the primary children were removed from the 
Yerby Building and the overflow of high school pupils was moved in. This was not enough though and 
the students demonstrated a peaceful protest by walking the street of downtown Mobile in order to 
display the enormous size the student body had grown to. Their demonstration was a success, and the 
school board approved the construction of a large high school, today’s Murphy High School on Carlen 
Street. After Murphy High School was completed in 1926 the Yerby Building was again used as a 
grammar school.16  
 
The Yerby Building would house the student overflow two more times before its days as a classroom 
were concluded. In 1947 elementary students were again displaced to allow freshman high schoolers 
throughout the city to fill the halls of the Barton annex.17 The building was left empty again for some 
time, until the school board decided to relocate its central offices to the Barton Academy campus in the 
1960s. While most of the campus was used for this purpose, beginning in 1964 and for a few years after 
the Yerby Building continued as classrooms, housing some junior high classes.18 This relocation was 
short lived, as the school board would need the space by 1968. A major remodel of the main Barton 
Academy building was undertaken and completed by 1970, at which time all of the interior was 
completely redone to better suit the school board’s need for offices. It was also at this time that steel 
reinforcement beams were included as part of the structural members of the main Barton building. This 
upgrade required the removal of all previous historic finishes, leaving it in the condition that we see 
today. Some of the school board’s facilities were temporarily relocated to the Yerby Building during 
construction.19 While the school board occupied the campus, Yerby Building was used for mainly 
clerical purposes, including as the printing room for the Mobile County School Board.20 The Yerby 
Building and the rest of the Barton Academy campus has remained vacant since the school board’s 
departure in 2007.  
 
The technical training building resides in between the main Barton building and the Yerby building on 
the Barton Academy campus. The building was constructed ca. 1924, and in 1947 a covered walkway 
was constructed which connects all of these structures. It is a one-story building, made of concrete, 
brick, and steel. The floor plan is completely open, and the ceiling is exposed. The brick walls show a 
discoloration which indicates that the ceiling was lowered, most likely during a 1947 renovation which 

                                           
15 Magnolia Messenger: The Friends of Magnolia Cemetery Newsletter, “From Barton to Yerby: A 

Look at Some Important Mobile Educators Buried in Magnolia Cemetery”, Fall 2015, pg. 1-2 
16 Watson, History of Barton Academy, 1971, pg. 36 
17 Watson, History of Barton Academy, 1971, pg. 45 
18 Mobile Press Register, clipping, November 25, 1964 
19 Mobile Press Register, “School Officials to Begin Move into Historic Barton,” undated.  
20 Mobile Press Register, “Tour of Barton Academy Reveals System at Work”, September 24, 1972 
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coincided the construction of the walkway21. The brick discolorations also show that the building had 
windows, but they were inlaid with brick during the 1970 major renovations throughout campus. The 
steel reinforcement beams running along the ceiling were added in 1976, with the exception of the 
central support beam. This support beam is the only remaining historic interior feature dating to the 
original ca. 1924 construction, aside from some of the brick within the walls. In 2014 the roof to the 
structure was entirely replaced. 
 
The Yerby Building is not only significant to Mobile for the role it played in education, but also as the 
most intact form of an architecture type that is rarely seen in the city. The Yerby Building stands as one 
of the finest Beaux-Arts approaches to a building in Mobile, with a combination of building purpose and 
historical design that is unique in the downtown area22. The Beaux-Arts movement saw popularity in the 
United States from the late 1890s until the Great Depression of the 1930s. It was launched from the 
teachings at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts school in Paris, France. They were heavily influence by the 
classical ideas of Greece and Rome, whose philosophies often were at odds with the developments 
brought about by the industrial revolution23. While the Parisian school emphasized the use of stone, iron 
and steel were increasingly becoming more cost effective and versatile materials. American architects 
who studied at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts and brought their knowledge back to the states favored the 
Beaux-Arts movement’s emphasis on the “working plan” of a building, and the idea of designing around 
a structure’s purpose. The influence of the movement is especially seen in the civic structures of the 
period, who use monumental, classically inspired architecture built of modern materials projects the 
nation’s prosperity at the turn of the century.24 
 
The Beaux-Arts movement practiced in the United States was not a direct copying of past styles, but 
instead an inspired reimagining of revival elements. There was a focus on symmetry, proportions, and a 
reliance on the axis and cross-axis of a space. Often there were classically inspired columns, porticoes, 
and pediments paired with iron decorative elements.25 In the state of Alabama specifically, features 
included symmetrical, and highly formal treatments of ground floor plans and major elevations. 
Institutional buildings had a penchant for open rotundas, barrel vaulted arcades, colonnades, porticoes, 
pediments, and domes. These elements were influenced by different past styles depending on the phase 
of the movement. The structures from the early Beaux-Arts period were inspired by Renaissance uses of 
classical decoration, versus those of the later period within Alabama which tended more towards a 
directly classical influence26. Throughout the state various public and private structures were built with 

                                           
21 Minutes, October 22nd and December 10th, 1947, Mobile County School Board Commissioners 

records  
22 Personal correspondence with local architectural historian Cartledge Blackwell, February 18, 2019 
23 Sula, Eldis, Artes Magazine, “Beaux-Arts Architecture: Toward a Classical Metropolis,” December 

2014, accessed February 19, 2019, http://www.artesmagazine.com/?p=17387 
24 Sula, Eldis, Artes Magazine, “Beaux-Arts Architecture: Toward a Classical Metropolis,” December 

2014, accessed February 19, 2019, http://www.artesmagazine.com/?p=17387 
25 Old House Journal, “Beaux Arts: A Capitol Idea,” November 13, 2009, accessed February 19, 

2019, https://www.oldhouseonline.com/house-tours/beaux-arts-a-capital-idea 
26 Gamble, Robert, The Alabama Catalog: Historic American Buildings Survey, A Guide to the Early 

Architecture of the State, University of Alabama Press, 1987, pg. 144-145 
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Beaux-Arts inspirations, and while Mobile did erect some examples few of them are still standing today. 
 
From the 1890s to the Great Depression Mobile was experiencing a general boost in economy and 
population, just as the rest of the country, brought on by the nation’s growing wealth. As such, both 
public and private structures were constructed at the time, some of which have obvious Beaux-Arts 
influences. Rudolph Benz’s mid-1880s Mobile County Courthouse can be interpreted as an early Beaux-
Arts statement. The structure is notable for anticipating the emergence of Neoclassicism by nearly a 
decade.27 The courthouse featured Ionic columns within a portico across the façade of the building, 
which rose to meet a gable whose pediment was filled with classically inspired relief sculptures. There 
was also a side podia leading to the entry, versus the common central stairway. In addition to these 
classical elements there were also Victorian influences. The three corner towers and large central 
projection had heavy Victorian inspirations.28 Later examples of Beaux-Arts expression in Mobile that 
have since been destroyed include the 1916 US Post Office and the Fidelia Club building.29 
Washington’s acting superintendent of architecture from 1897-1912, James Knox Taylor, is credited 
with the design of the 1916 post office. Italian Renaissance influence can be seen throughout the 
building, most obviously in the St. Joseph Street façade whose arcades were inspired by Brunelleschi’s 
Florentine Foundling Hospital (1419-1421). Alabama marble was used as the veneer on the exterior 
walls and some interior surfaces, giving the building the same clear, white texture as Roman marble 
structures.30 The Fidelia Club, constructed ca. 1900, was more conservative in design compared to its 
contemporaries. It was designed in the Italian Renaissance palazzo style, and featured a third-floor 
loggia, decorative quoining, bracketed cornices, and string cornices marking the story levels.31 The other 
most prominent Beaux-Arts work in Mobile is a private residence.  
 
On the corner of Government and Roper Streets in Mobile sits the J. F. McGowin House. This mansion 
was constructed in 1903, under the instruction of Montgomery based architect T. J. Smith. The home 
borrows from the Baroque, Neo-Classical, and Italian Renaissance movements. There are Baroque 
curves and a semicircular porch on the upper story of the home. The porch features widely-spaced Ionic 
columns that form a recessed loggia on the second story. The facade also includes repetitive, pedimented 
windows and strong, vertical lines from the tall, white columns. Most of the Neo-Classical influence 
appears in the interior.32 Some of the design elements seen in the McGowin House are also seen on the 
exterior of the Yerby Building. 
 
The Yerby Building sits within the Barton Academy campus and faces Conti Street. The building is 
heavily influenced by Classical design and compliments the Neo-Classicism of the Barton Academy 
main building. B. B. Smith’s other public and civic works are often attributed to the Period Revival of 
the late 19th and early 20th century, with a special regard and inspiration for the Richardsonian 

                                           
27 Gamble, Robert, The Alabama Catalog: Historic American Buildings Survey, A Guide to the Early 

Architecture of the State, University of Alabama Press, 1987, pg. 139 
28 Gould, From Fort to Port, 1988, pg. 197-198 
29 Personal correspondence with local architectural historian Cartledge Blackwell, February 18, 2019 
30 Gould, From Fort to Port, 1988, pg. 230 
31 Gould, From Fort to Port, 1988, pg. 234 
32 Gould, From Fort to Port, 1988, pg. 248 
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Romanesque movement made popular by the work of Bostonian architect Henry Hobson Richardson33. 
However, the Yerby Building does share some distinctive exterior features with a few of Smith’s 
courthouses. The Conti Street façade features two recessed entryways, each flanked by monumental 
Ionic columns and pilasters. A recessed entryway accentuated by columns is a common theme in Smith’s 
work. The east and west facades are less decorated than that on Conti Street, with simpler entryways and 
Ionic pilasters. These columns and pilasters have the same effect as those of the McGowin House and 
give a verticality to the structure. The exterior is made of smooth, white ashlar stone, a hallmark of 
Beaux-Arts influence. Notably, the majority of Smith’s other works are made of stone or ashlar 
materials, so the material and smooth exterior appearance are part of the architect’s style. The Conti 
Street façade features some raised belt courses to delineate the two stories, but the other three facades are 
smooth. This technique was also used by Smith on the Old Taylor County Courthouse. The Yerby 
Building’s two stories are marked on the exterior by two rows of windows. The windows are modern 
and are varying shapes of 4 over 4. Each façade features a larger, central window that is decorated with 
an arched transom as the centerpiece to the building. The other windows feature either Roman arched or 
broken, square pediments. The preference for arches is common in Smith’s other works, although they 
are typically used as part of the entryway as well. A decorative entablature runs across the parapet of the 
entire building, with overhanging eaves held up by corbels decorated with flower motifs.  The overall 
aesthetic of the building is symmetrical and imposing. The façades follow a highly formal plan, with 
various classical elements for decoration.  
 
The interior floor plan focuses on a central hallway, with rooms placed symmetrically on either side. On 
the ground floor, the central hallway runs parallel to the two main entryways and uses the entrances on 
Cedar and Lawrence Streets as exits. The main entrances feature small reception areas that pass through 
to the main hallway. The plan is ideally suited for classroom spaces and has exits placed to allow for an 
easy flow of pedestrian traffic. The second story floor plan mimics that of the ground floor, save the 
addition of rooms within the large classrooms. A main hallway is still the central feature of the plan, but 
it has been cut back to allow the addition of extra rooms. The combination of Classical design and 
attention to building purpose attributes this structure to the Beaux-Arts movement, a philosophy that was 
rarely chosen in Mobile and is now only represented by the Yerby Building and the J. F. McGowin 
House, both attributed to non-resident architects, T.J. Smith and B. B. Smith of Montgomery. The Yerby 
Building should be considered as an addition to the Church Street East Historic District National 
Register application for the role it played in Mobile education and as an architectural symbol of a 
movement rarely seen in the city.  
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Photo Log 

 
Name of Property: Barton Academy- Yerby Building 
City or Vicinity: Mobile  
County: Mobile State: Alabama 
 
Photographer: Meri Beth Slaughter 
Date Photographed: February 25, 2019 
 
Description of photographs and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
Photo #1 
Exterior, north façade. Camera facing southeast. 
 
Photo #2 
Exterior, north façade. Camera facing southwest. 
 
Photo #3 
Exterior, west façade. Camera facing east. 
 
Photo #4 
Exterior, south façade. Camera facing northeast. 
 
Photo #5 
Exterior, south façade. Camera facing northwest. 
 
Photo #6 
Exterior, east façade. Camera facing west. 
 
Photo #7 
Exterior. Camera facing south down St. Lawrence Street. 
 
Photo #8 
Exterior, north façade. Camera facing south. 
 
Photo #9 
Exterior, north façade. Camera facing south. 
 
Photo #10 
Exterior, north façade. Camera facing south.  
 
Photo #11 
Exterior, north façade. Camera facing south.  
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Photo #12 
Exterior, west façade. Camera facing east. 
 
Photo #13 
Exterior, west façade. Camera facing east. 
 
Photo #14 
Exterior, west façade. Camera facing east. 
 
Photo #15 
Exterior, west façade. Camera facing east. 
 
Photo #16 
Exterior, south façade. Camera facing northeast. 
 
Photo #17 
Exterior, south façade. Camera facing northeast. 
 
Photo #18 
Exterior, south façade. Camera facing northwest. 
 
Photo #19 
Exterior, east façade. Camera facing west. 
 
Photo #20 
Exterior, east façade. Camera facing west. 
 
Photo #21 
Exterior, east façade. Camera facing west. 
 
Photo #22 
Exterior, east façade. Camera facing west. 
 
Photo #23 
Interior. Ground floor, stairwell. Camera facing east. 
 
Photo #24 
Interior. Ground floor, stairwell. Camera facing west. 
 
Photo #25 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing east.  
 
Photo #26 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing northwest. 
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Photo #27 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing north. 
 
Photo #28 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing south. 
 
Photo #29 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing south. 
 
Photo #30 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing west. 
 
Photo #31 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing south. 
 
Photo #32 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing southwest. 
 
Photo #33  
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing northeast. 
 
Photo #34  
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing east. 
 
Photo #35 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing southeast. 
 
Photo #36 
Interior. Ground floor, back stairwell. Camera facing south.  
 
Photo #37 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing southeast. 
 
Photo #38 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing north. 
 
Photo #39 
Interior. Ground floor, stairwell. Camera facing east. 
 
Photo #40 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing west. 
 
Photo #41 
Interior. Ground floor. Restrooms. Camera facing north.  
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Photo #42  
Interior. Ground floor. Restrooms. Camera facing north. 
 
Photo #43 
Interior. Ground floor. Camera facing north. 
 
Photo #44 
Interior. Stairwell. Camera facing west. 
 
Photo #45 
Interior. Stairwell. Camera facing east. 
 
Photo #46 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing west. 
 
Photo #47 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing southwest. 
 
Photo #48 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing south. 
 
Photo #49 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing north. 
 
Photo #50 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing north.  
 
Photo #51 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing southeast. 
 
Photo #52 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing northwest. 
 
Photo #53 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing north. 
 
Photo #54 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing east. 
 
Photo #55 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing east. 
 
Photo #56 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing southeast. 
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Photo #57 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing southeast. 
 
Photo #58 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing south. 
 
Photo #59 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing east. 
 
Photo #60 
Interior. Second floor. Restrooms. Camera facing southeast.  
 
Photo #61 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing south. 
 
Photo #62 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing northeast. 
 
Photo #63 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing southeast. 
 
Photo #64 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing south. 
 
Photo #65 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing west. 
 
Photo #66 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing southwest. 
 
Photo #67 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing south. 
 
Photo #68 
Interior. Second floor. Camera facing west. 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
70 (~ (' u I •• l 

_,/ • ) I 

May 23, 2019 

468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 
334-242-3184 / Fax: 334-240-3477 

Ms. Joy Beasley 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW 
Mail Stop 7228 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Beasley: 

Li sa D. Jones 
Executive Di rector 

State Historic Prese rvation Officer 

~~~LEUW/~~ 
MAY .2 4 2019 

Natl. Reg. of Historic Places 
National Park Service 

Enclosed please find additional documentation to be included with the below listed nomination: 

Barton Academy 
Mobile, Mobile County, Alabama 

The Barton Academy was listed to the National Register of Historic Places on February 16, 1970. 

Thank you for including this documentation to the nomination. 

Sincerely, 

~a11~~ti~ 
Lee Anne Wofford 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

LAW/nw 

Enclosures 

THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

www.ahc.alabama.gov 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action: Additional Documentation 

Property Name: Barton Academy 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: ALABAMA, Mobile 

Date Received: 
5/24/2019 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 

Reference number: AD70000107 

Nominator: 

Reason For Review: 

_Appeal 

6/11/2019 6/26/2019 7/8/2019 

XPDIL 

_ Landscape 

National 

Text/Data Issue 

Photo 

Map/Boundary 

Period 

_ SHPO Request 

Waiver 

Resubmission 

Other 

Mobile Resource 

TCP _ Less than 50 years 

CLG 

X Accept Return __ Reject 7/2/2019 Date 

Abstract/Summary AD documentation for Barton Academy accepted. 
Comments: 

Recommendation/ 
Criteria 

Reviewer Lisa Deline 

Telephone (202)354-2239 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No 

Discipline Historian -----------
Date 

see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 
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