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NAME / Henry H:,lSmitb-J -H. Murphy House H_C

ADDRESS_512 E. 6th =4

LEGAL DEs.LeClaire's 6th Add. 79 2 E 62'

SUB-DIVISION 8LocK PARCEL SUB-PARCEL

vTM 215 [21012905:10114:519980d ACREAGE_=L _ZONE_R=6M

EASTING NORTHING f H
OWNER Ronald F. Duncan, Eileen A. Duncan B Cx ;
512 E. 6th, Davenport, IA~ ~ I ’

TITLE H. George H. Rettig s
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DESCRIPTION ~

rorm 2_story, 8-sided house ‘ CoNe. 1854

ARCH
materiats Wood, stone foundation sTrie~Lltalianate

FENESTRATION _Rectangular, in plain surrounds w/small cornices

DIST. FEATURES Shape

ALTERATIONS __ Brackets & belyedere removed; modern siding; fo ion £ r
site a RELATED str. . Elevated lot w/concrete retaining wall -

STATEMENT ' ' - ' T T Ry
The Smith-Murphy House is one of the few remaining octagon houses in Iowa, and
the earliest of those that survive built to the precepts of Orson Fowler, the B
octagon's most influential proponent, Fhis house uses Fowler's recommended"
"plank wall" construction and a plan adapted from the Howland House, published
by Fowler in A Home For All in 1853. Alterations have obscured the origlnal
Italianate stylisms, but the basic form remains. . .

Willett Carroll, Architect
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SOURCES

Oszuscik, Philippe, "A History of the Architecture and Urbanization of
Nineteenth Century Davenport, Iowa,' Ph.D. Dissertation, University
of Iowa, 1979, p. 176.




NIFICANCE

This building was associated with one of the city's earliest entreprenures -
Henry H. Smith. Because so few buildings remain from the 1850's boom
period, the value of this structure is enhanced. The house's second
occuparit’, J. H. Purphy, was Ainsignificant attorney.

r an

DESCRIPTION

Henry H. Smith came to Davenport with his wife Mary in 1850.

'I'hey opened

a general store, "Smith's Philadelphia Variety Store," a short time later.

As assistant manager, Mary was the city's first female clerk.

In 1867 the

Smith's sold the variety store and moved to East Davenport to dabble in

agriculture.

J.H. Murphy, a partner in the law firm, Martin, Murphy and = .
Suksdorf, moved in after a brief vacancy. ROk

SOURCES

* City Directories, 1856-57, 1858-59, 1861-62, 1870-71.
History of Scott County, Iowa, Inter-State Publishing Co., 1882.
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