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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Trie house is situated on the West side of Huntington Lane at 
slope. It is surrounded by broad lawns and to the west of th 
a small pond. The yard is separated from the street by a 
wall and partly by a log fence.

The house is two and one half stories high and L shaped with 
facing south and the other facing east. The wing which face

th

The foundations are of stone and the frame is of timber with lank walls

porch at the entrance to the north wing vvmich faces east), and a 
screened porch on tli-e back, or the northwest side of the house. Each 
of the two wings has a large center chimney of brick, and there are two
smaller chimneys on the northwest side of the house.

Openings: There are two entrances alongside each other on the east side 
of the north aamr. One has a two leaf door, the o liner a single leaf, both 
aith paneled vvcod doers hung on mrou, a it-iron strap hinges. The entrance 
on ime south mime of the south mma" h'-s a si;: "panel door with side liahts, 
and is apnarent];? not contemporaneous with the wing. Windows and shutters: 
The north wing has double mine, aood windows ai.th combinations of mine li/fnt

or1 twelve ever of
-!- -'

(lid houses of the /.ntient Town of r'orwich, 1660 - 1800, 'shows the house 
with both of them.

The roofs of both wings have the gambrel form and are covered with wooden 
shingles.

The Interior: The south v:iri,^ of afc house, with r center chinney ayne 
plan is one room dec]). Hie room to the east of the chimney is a living 
room, that to the west of the chimney is noif a library. A third room on 
the first floor of the south wing west of the .library is a narrow den. 
The north wing of the house, which projects from the rear of the south wing 
and faces east, lias a center chimney with, a daninp room to "the south and 
an old. dining room, to the north. .uJ.aned behind the old house are a 
stair hall, porch, breakfast room and kitchen. oarooms on the second 
floor iollov the division of saace in t" c minim-floor alar.

a U-shaped, left-hand, open newel, open string stair with scroll cut orna­ 
ment on the front string. The railing has three turned balusters per step,,
turned newel posts, and a handrail f'v.t is reetaa uj.ar in section but sha^e*

wing is apparently later. It is a straight run, open string stair with a
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Description:

with a molded handrail,

There are wide board floors throughout the house. Interior partitions are 
plastered plank walls, board walls, or paneled walls. Some of the plastered 
walls are papered. The heavy timber frame of the building is exposed 
in most rooms with beaded edges. Ceilings are plastered except in the 
library where the flooring and structure above are exposed incJi-dirig a

living room.

Doorways and doors: Interior doors are either wood batten doors or paneled 
doors, set in unrelieved frames or simple, molded frames.

The house has unmolded baseboards, and beaded edges on the timber frame 
where it is exposed on the interior. First floor windows in the new house 
have paneled interior shutters that slide horizontally in molded frames on 
the surface of the wall. Windows in the old dining room have hinged, batten 
shutters on the inside. Except for some simple wooden latches on inside 
doors most of the hardware throughout the house is wrought iron.

There are eight fireplaces in the house. One of these in the east bedroom 
of the south wing is closed up. Two are cooking fireplaces with ovens. 
One is located in the old dining room of the north wing and the other 
in the library of the wing which faces south.

"Tost of the description had been taken directly from KABS Ko. COKN-2/i." 
although, in a few places the description has been condensed or facts 
not directlv relevant to it have been ommitted.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bradford-Huntington house Is valuable for^a 
interest. It is a large frame house, built in different stages at an early 
date. The oldest part of the house is John P3radford's "new dwelling 
house" built before 1691. The authorities do not agree which part of the 
present structure is John Bradford's "new dwelling house," nor is it 
readily apparent on inspection. Mrs. Chase ("History in Towns: Norwich, 
Connecticut" and in the Bulletin, October 8, 1935) says that Bradford's 
house consisted of two rooms with a gambrel roof, now the library or 
southwest room. Additions to this original section Mrs. Chase attributes 
to Simon Huntington, Jr. Thomas M. Crosby, Jr ("The Bradford Huntington 
House, Norwich, Connecticut") says the earliest part of the house, 
Bradford's "new dwelling house," is the old dining room or northeast 
room built by a Thomas (not John) Bradford, whom he Identifies as a 
proprietor of norvbLch. The second stage in the construction of the 
house, built by Si;: on Huntington, Jr. between 1691 and l?19j Mr. Crosby 
identifies as the dining roon and entrance hall

.
consisting of the "parlor, center hall and chimney, and library forming 
the south v.dng of the house which he labels the "new house." He also 
notes the westernmost room on the south wing as an addition of c. 1740, 
and the various rooms on the northwest side of the house within the L 
formed by the two wings as a second addition, probably from the nineteenth 
century.

The house was built by the Huntington family, one of the original 
families in the Norwich area. General Jabez Huntington owned a large 
number of vessels engaged in the west Indian trade. He represented
Norwich in the General Assembly, served on the Committee of Safety and 
In 1776 "..-as appointed one of the two iv.a^'or generals of the Connecticut 
militia. In 1777 he becai/.e sole hajor General of the Connecticut 
militia, and was in constant correspondence with Washington, Lafayette, 
Hancock, Shennan, Trumbull, and many leading patriots. There is 
evidence that both Washington and Lafayette were visitors at the 
Huntington house during the revolutionary period. The historical 
significance of the house then, lies in its relation to a distinguished 
general of the Revolutionary 'bar. Its architectural value' lies in 
its early date, its complicated and nuzzling growth pattern, and the 
interesting original features which II
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