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1. Name of Property
historic name Pine Grove Cemetery
other names/site number First Meetinghouse Burying Ground

2 | oration

Street & number_ Tremaine Street and Main Street not for publication
city or town Leominster vicinity
state Massachusetts . codeJVIA county Worcester .code_QZZ_ zip code 01453

3. State/Federal Aipenr.y Cprtifir.ation

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this abomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Q"meets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

n nationally « statewide H'locally. (e See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
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Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

ional Park Service Certifir.ation
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National Register
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Pine Grove Cemetery
Name of Property

5. Classifip.ation
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
X public-local _ district
_ public-State jLSite
_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNFRARY- r*emetery

RELIGION church

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Narrative Description

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
.building
sites
. structures
objects
J3. Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY- cemetery

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation

walls granite blocks, fieldstone, chain-link

roof.

other slate, marble, granite, brownstone
bnree

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description

Located in the city of Leomingter, Massachusets Fine Grove Cametery isavemacular landscgpe
that hes evolved organically over the past 260 years. Originaly referred to as the "burying yard,”
it was eteblished in 1742 adjacent to the eest end of Leominger's first meetinghouse. Following
the removad of the metinghouse and two subssquent expangons, the Cemetery reeched its
present Sze of three acres. Today it contains important dements from the 1700s, 1800s and
1900s, including gravestones from all three centuries, surrounding sonewalls, wrought-iron
entry gates four granite tombs, alarge number of maturetrees, and severd flowering trees and
dhrubs. Since itsclosure to burialsin 1937, the city hes had little money to pend on the upkesp
of the Cemetery, but fortunately it still retains ahigh degree of historical integrity.

Context

Pine Grove Cemetary lies approximately a half-mile north of the city center. It isbordered to the
north by Tremaine Street, aquiet deed-end dreet, and to the northwest by the busy intersection of
Route 12 (Main Street), Route 13 (Mill Street), the main roads north to Fitchburg and Lunenburg,
and Tremaine Street. Tothe west it isbordered by Route 12, which islined with commercia
esablishments. Beyond Route 12 liesaresdentia neighborhood. To the south of the Cemetery is
the Training Field (presently known as Carter Park), land that was donated to Leominger in 174
on the condition that it remain open goecefor the training of militia. To the eest of Aine Grove
Cametery are gdeep wooded dopesthat have never bean deve oped.

Entrances and Circulation

There are three entrancesto Pine Grove Cametery, along the northern, western, and southem
bordars The northern and southern entrances bath acoommodate vehicdles, though ndther is
aurrently accessible to the public. The northem, or Tremaine Stregt entrance condds of a
padlocked wrought-iron gate, which isin nead of repair. Some of its upright mambeas are dightly
bent; it is somenhat ruged, and the two halves of the gateno longer medt to daoseproperly.
(PHOTO #7) The southem, o Carter Park entrance also features a handsome wrought-iron gate
(PHOTO #2) Oneof itsvertical membesisbat and it hasbean wdded to med railroad ties
aunk into the ground behind the gate to prevent accessto the grounds at this paint. The third
Ceamdery entrance is located along the westem edge This pedegtrian-only entry consds of a
flight of gone ggpsbuilt into the retaining wall that edges the Cemetery on thissde (PHOTO
#3)

The Cemetery contains two dirt and grass roads wide enough to accommodete a smdl vehicle.
The curving eastern road connects the northem and southem entries, and gppears to have had a
done surface & some point in the past because traces of cobbles and donesare still visible today.

(continued)
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(PHOTO #7) Itisrutted and eroded in places, gppearing to be more heavily worn than the
wegtern road. The western road emanates from the southern entry and runs paralld to the westem
edoe of the Cemetery gpproximately 25 feet from the edge. Unlike the more organic esstemn road,
the wedtern road is straight and is in perfect dignment with the cemetery's westem edge and the
graves around it, suggesting that this part of the Cemetery was originally surveyed. It does not
gopear to have had a sone surface treetment, and today is primarily grass. Asit heedsnorth and
gpoproaches the western entry, the westem road ends abruptly and circulation becomes unclear.
Snceitisthe only flat areawithin the Cematery that did not dready contain heedstones by the
year 1836, it may have been the location of ahearse housethat ood on the grounds during the
1800s and was removed & that time.

Topography

The mgjority of land within the Cemetery conddts of rdatively flat planes and gentle dopes.
(PHOTOS# 9-10) The only aress that exhibit degp dopes are dong the Cemetery's northern
edoe near the Tremaine Stireet entrance. The Cemetery road that begins a this entrance gppears to
have been cut into the earth to accommodeate the grade change between the Cemetery's northern
edge and Tremaine Stredt, adifference of gpproximately 15 feet a its highed.

Constructed Elements (walls, stairs, tombs)

The Cametery isentirely surrounded by walls that vary in materias and function. A chain-link
fence linesthe eastern edge of the Cemeatery; just beyond this fence are segp wooded dopes
Added during the 1930s to prevent cut-through use of the Cemetery, the fence isrugted but still
functional with the exception of the southern comer where it can be crawled under for unssen
access A 19* century dry-laid gonewall linesthe Cemetery's northern edge. (PHOTO #7)
Condructed of granite blocks, thiswall rangesfrom two to three and ahalf feet in height, ad
functions as aretaining wall. 1n some placesthe blocks have shifted and should be reset. The
Cemetery's wesdem and southem edgesfeature a mortaredfiel dstonewall with pitched cement
cap. (PHOTOS# 2,11) Originaly constructed during the 1800s and rebuilt and extended during
a 1930s WPA project, thiswall isone of the mogd attractive feastures within Pine Grove Cemetery.
Overdl itisingood condition, athough afew sones have come loose a the southwestem comer
and should be remortared. Along the southem and southwestem edges the wall isentirely
freestanding, reaching aheight of about three and ahalf feet. Asthe wall heedsnorth, however, it
begins to retain earth, such that a the northwest comer of the Cemetary it isentirely earth
retaining. Atitstallest, it reeches aheight of approximately five feet. From within the cematery
the rdationship between the wall and the earth is congtantly changing, cregting adynamic edge

The flight of sgps marking the western entry isbuilt into the wall, as are the four granitetombs
dating from the 1830s and 1840s (PHOTO #4) Of the four tombs, only one retains a marble door

(continued)
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with meta hinges and handle. Carved on the door isthe date 1841. The openings of the other
three have been sedled with mortared bricks, a safety precaution to keep people from entering the
tombs and becoming injured. No carvings survivefor these three tombs indicating for whom they
were congtructed. The interior condition of the tombs is unknown, but the external mortared
granite blocks are in good condition.

A contemporary metd sign, facing Main Strest, provides abrief history of the Cemetery.
(PHOTO # 1) Itissupported by painted wooded posts A smalflagpol eis located near the
wegern donewall. Both of these objects are noncontributing due to their age.

Gravetones

Because Pine Grove Cematery was an active place of burid for nearly two centuries, it containsa
variety of gravestone styles. Of the gpproximeately 800 sonesin the Cemetery today, the majority
ae 18 and 19* century dates and marbles, fewer than 20 burials occurred a Fine Grove during
the 20* century. More than three-quarters (635) of the donesare date, 19% (154) ae marble,
and the remainder are granite and browngtone. There isaso a 1930s pand of thirteen bronze
headgones st flush in abed of poured concrete. (PHOTO #5) Thesewere laid in honor of
thirteen Leominger veterans whose sones hed bean lost. While the overwhelming majority of
donesare upright, there are two horizonta table one markers within the Cemetery, one of
which isingood condition, while the other rests upon areconstructed base of concrete blocks.
Severd obdisks dateto the mid-19* century. A few are relatively smplein design (PHOTO #6)
and rest on granite bases while others, such as the Carter family obdisk (PHOTO #12), are more
daborate.

Regarding carving motifs, the date sonesfesture the deeth's head, the winged angd, or the
willow and urn motif Some of the dates contain decoréative Sde carvings featuring flower,
vegetd, or scroll patterns. Most of the marble sones do not contain decorative carvings, those
that do typically display aflower motif

Pine Grove's earliest date of death is 1742, which was the year in which the Cametery wes
esablished. A sone commeamorates James Gardner, an infant who died in that year on the day he
wes born. There are a lesst nine dones that datefrom the 1750s and 1760s, including onefor
Leomingter's first settler, Gershom Houghton (d. 1757). All of these soneswould have been
located within the original buria yard, because the first expandgon of Fine Grove did not occur
until the 1770s All of these Sonesare located within the northeestern comer of Pine Grove,
[uggedting that thisisthe oldest part of the Cemetery. This section festures man-mede design
dements characteristic of Colonia-era burial grounds. All of the gravestones are oriented in an
easdt/west manner, are not organized into family plots, and are aranged somewhat hgphazardly
reativeto later cemetery forms. The donesare of date, and typically festure symbols like the
death's head. There islittle landscaping beyond what was presant upon the dte initially.

(continued)
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The portions of the Cemetery developed during the 1800s typify desgn practices during thisera
Mot of the sones are mede of marble, and are carved with benign imagery like the willow and
the urn. Omamentd flowering trees and shrubs are plentiful in this part of the Cemetery, a
defining feature of 1800s rural garden cemeteries

Therearedeven family plots within the Cemaey demar cated with coping or fencing. Eight
festure granite coping, and three featurefendng of vertical granite pods connected with

horizontal metd tie bars All of the granite coping aurvivesintact and unbroken, athough in some
indances the individual blocks are out of alignment, have sunk into the earth, or are covered with
lichen. One of the three plots damar cated with fendng is in poar condition, missng all of its
metal tie bars (although the granite uprights<till remain). The ssoond plat exhibits some bat and
missng mdal bars possbly the resuh of vandalism. Thethird plat isin good condition with the
exogption that the metal tie barsareruged. (PHOTO #8)

Vegetation

Pine Grove Cemetery contains dose to 130 mature trees, including nearly 100 conifers such as
red pine, and approximately 30 deciduous trees including oeks and mgples. Many of these mature
trees are probably 100 years old because the lagt record of tree planting documented in the
Municipal Annual Reports datesfrom 1899. The trees creste a heavy shede over parts of the
grounds, particularly along adiagona swath running from the northwestem to the southeegem
corners of the Cemetery. (PHOTOS # 9,10) Most ae in fair to good condition.

Three large trees dand just outside the Cemetery walls. Near the Cemetery's westem entrance, to
the left of the Sone Steps, Sands a magnificent black osk with adiameter of 13 feet & its besa
Approximately 100 feet from the black osk sandsa shegbark hickory with abesediameter of
10/2 feet. Thethird tree, a sugar maple with abese diameter of ten feet, gandsto the right of the
southem, or Carter Park, entry.

There are 0 saverd flowering trees and dhrubs within the Cemetery. Planted during the later
1800s and early 1900s these includeforsythia, oirea, and lilacs near the southem and western
entrances, and mountain laurel and forsythiadong the northem edges There are dso ahandful of
flowering trees and shmbs like hydrangea intergpersed among the gravestones throughout the
Cematery. Some of these shrubs were recently pruned, and are in good condition. Others do not
receive enough sunlight because of the dense tree canopy overhead, and exhibit sunted forms.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stesare located on the cemetery property, Stesmay exist.
Ore dte isknown in the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characteridtics of the

(continued)
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property represent locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) thet are
favorablefor the presance of Native Stes. The cemeaeay islocated on an excessvey drained,
level to moderately doping dreem terrace and glacia outwagh plain, in dose proximity to
wetlands. Monoosnoc Brook is located less than 1,000 feet south of the cemetery. The entire
town of Leomingter lieswithin the NashualMerrimack River drainage. Given the above
information, the small sze of the cemetery (approximately 3 acres), the presence of more than
800 graves, the medtinghouse dite, hearse house Site, tombs, and Stesof other potentia structures,
alow to moderate potentia exigs for locating significant ancient Native American resources.
Grave excavations and construction of the structures identified above would have had an adverse
effect on the integrity of any ancient resources located in the cemetery.

A high potential exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourceswithin and around the
boundaries of the cemetery. Structura evidence may exist from the town's first mestinghouse
(1742) located in the northeasstern part of the existing cemetery. The cemetery was originally
established within the eest end of the town's first mestinghouse ste. Since the older gravestones
are concentrated in the northeest corner of the cemetery, the 1742 meatinghouse would be located
immediately west of that area. Among the more than 800 gravestonesidentified in the cemetery,
only 20 burids occurred during the 20* century. The remainder of the graves originated in the
18* and 19* centuries. The cametery daosad to buridsin 1937. Structural evidence may adso
aurvive from ahearse house (early 19* century) and potentia outbuildings. Occupationd-related
features (trash pits, privies, wells), especidly trash deposts, may dso exist within the boundearies
of the cemetery.

Unmarked graves represent another potential archaeological resourcewithin the Pine Grove
Cemetery. Unknown persons, paupers, and other indigents were often buried in unmerked graves
in specified aress or around the periphery of cemeteries. Since the boundaries of the cemetery
were enlarged twice, and snce the first walls delinegting the boundary were not built until the
19* century, unmarked graves may exist anywhere within the present boundaries of the ceamatery
and around its periphery. Unmarked graves may d o exist from graveswithin the cemetery
whose gravestones were either logt or were manufactured from materias that have snce
deteriorated. The potential of unmarked gravesisfurther indicated by the presence of apand of
13 bronze headgones st in concrete that was laid in honor of 13 Leomingter veterans whose
gravesoneswere log.

(end)
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8. Statement of Signifinanre

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X.A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

}L C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

_ B removed from its original location.

_ C a birthplace or grave.

x_D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9- IWajor Bihiiographiral References

_Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Community Planning and development

Landscape Architecture

Social History

Period of Significance
1742-1958

Significant Dates
1776, 1820s - expansion

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
__ State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
jLLocal government
_ University
__ Other

Name of repository;

Public Library, Historical Commission
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Statement of Significance
Introduction

Pine Grove Cemetery, the oldest remaining link to Leomingter's early history, was established in
1742, 1t possess=sintegrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and
asociation. The majority of Pine Grove's heeddonesdatefromthe 18 and 19* centuries, and
mogt of the features that existed on the grounds were in place during this period, the circulation
sydem had been egtablished, and the Cemaery had reeched its current three-acre Sze.

With aperiod of significance extending from 1742 to 1957, the usud 50-year cut-off date for
properties that retain their continuing function and use Pine Grove Cemelery retains itsintegrity
and meats National Regiger Criteria A and C, and Criteria Condderation D (for acemetery), &
the locd level. Criterion A: Pine Grove isLeomingter's oldest municipa burying ground,
edablished just two years after the town incorporated. Thereforeit isthe final resting place for
the men and women who settled the town, including multiple members of the first families, as
well asthe first and second ministers. 1t contains gravedtes for nearly 100 Revolutionary Wer
veterans, including approximately 40 soldiers who marched from Leomingter to Lexington on
April 19, 1775. Fine Grove d 0 contains the graves of severd citizens who contributed to the
development of the town's plagtics industry during the 19 and early 20* century, an industry that
historically hes defined this community and one that remains vital to the economy and identity of
Leominger today.

Criterion C: The oldest parts of the cemetery are characterigtic of aColonid-era burial ground in
terms of gravestone meaterids (date) and carving motifs (desth's heed). The esst/west orientation
of the graves and headgones, a somewheat arbitrary layout relative to later ceametery forms, the
lack of organization into family plots, and the absance of decorative landscaping are d <o
characterigtic of Colonia-era burial grounds The 1820s expangion istypical of 19* century
camaeay desgn in that it contains tombs, and hes been carefully surveyed and subdivided into
family plots, many of which are demarcated by granite coping and fencing. Many of the
headgonesin the 1820s expanson are marble, and there are anumber of decorative flowering
treesand shrubs in this areacharacteristic of cemetery landscaping practices during this time
period. The 1930s pand of bronze heedgtones st flush with the ground is characterigtic of 20*
century buria practices.

Brief History of Leominster

Leominger was established on lands purchasad from the Nashaway Native American tribe in
1701 by the Town of Lancagter. Settlers of this parcd never felt atrue kinship with Lanceder,
due to an excessve digance from the town center, which resulted in amovement for division. On
July 4*, 1740, the Town of Leomingter incorporated from these lands,

(continued)
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In the yearsfollowing, Leominster's resdents engaged in agriculture and home-basad cottege
indudtries. Leomingter farms produced adiversity of crops, ranging from grains to vegetables to
apples. The cottege industries included grist- and sawmills, typical of this period. Beginning in
the 1760s however, the entrepreneur Obediah Hills began to fabricate hair combs from softened
anima homs and tortoise shdlls in his kitchen. Neighbors obsarved his successwith this unusud
enterprise, and soon garted their own comb-making busnesses By the 1850s the town produced
2/3 of combs manufactured in the United States and was frequently referred to as the "Comb
City." Locals continued to advance this nascent technology, which over many years of evolution
led to the cregtion of early 20* century pladtics like Viscoloid and Celluloid. To thisday the
production of plastics remains an important part of the loca economy. Leominster proudly lays
clam to thisheritage in identifying itself as the "Fioneer Pladtics City."

Beginning in the late 1800s the booming comb and plastics industry resulted in enormous
population growth, which led Leomingter to incorporate as acity in 1915. The thousands of
immigrants who found employment here not only contributed to the city'ssze, but dso toits
diversity. Waves of Irish, French-Canadian, and Italian immigrants crested severd distinctly
ethnic neighborhoods, for example Lincoln Terrace and French Hill, contributing another layer of
richness to the community.

History of Pine Grove Cemetery

Egablished in 1742 within the yard of the first megtinghouse, Fine Grove Cametery isthe oldest
remaining link to Leomingter's earliest history. The Town was founded in 1740 and its citizens
immediately voted to congtruct a meatinghouse, which was located in the northem portion of
what today is Pine Grove Cemetery. By 1741 the frame had been erected, and in the following
winter services had begun to be conducted there. 1n 1742, citizens voted to establish the "burying
yard" within the eet yard of the meatinghouse, which was the origin of Pine Grove Cemetery,
dthough town annua meeting reports indicate that this name was not usad until the mid-19*
century. Therefore, Pine Grove is assodated with both the municipal and religious history of the
town. Since it was Leominster's only municipal burial ground until 1840, it containsthe
gravesites of mog of the community's early founders. The plan of the first megtinghouse till
exigs today in the records of the Unitarian Universalist Church, which isthe current parish
asndated with the original meetinghouse. Six of the original sixteen mae heedsof families
listed on this plan are buried & Fine Grove, dong with members of their immediate families and
svad descendants. Thexe include: Jonathan, Nathanid, and Oliver Carter; David and Thomas
Wilder; and Gershom Houghton. I1n addition to membership in the first church in Leominger, the
Houghtons were the first European settlers to congtruct ahousein town. Severd other membars
of prominent early Leomingter families are d 0 buried here, including members of the Boutdll,
Buss, Gates, Hale, and Johnson families. Leomingter's first minister, John Rogers, and sscond
minister, Francis Gardner, are d 0 buried a Fine Grove Cemetery.

(continued)
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In 1774, citizens voted to congtruct a second, larger, meatinghouse gpproximately one-haf mile
southwes of the first. The 1741 meatinghouse was dismantled and sold a public auction the
following year, and the center of the town shifted from the areaaround Pine Grove Cametery to
the areaaround the second meetinghouse, where it hes reamained since. Despite the shift. Fine
Grove remaned Leomingter's principal municipa burying ground, and continued to be the final
regting place for mog of the earliest citizens. Because the first meetinghouse was dismantled 0
early in town history, very little is known about the structure itself.

Carter Park borders Pine Grove Cametery to the south. Originally donated to Leomingter asa
military training field in 1754, it wasthe gift of Oliver Carter. The park's military emphedslaged
for morethan a century, as citizens used the field to prepare for conflicts beginning with the
French and Indian War and continuing through the Civil War. Theroleof the park changed in the
mid-19* centuiy towards passve recreation. Fine Grove Cametery reflects this nearby
participation in that it contain the gravesites of 106 local Revolutionary Wear veterans, including
more than forty minutemen who left Carter Park on April 19*, 1775, bound for Lexington.
Veerans of the War of 1812 and the Civil War are dso buried & Pine Grove.

Becausethe cemetery was originaly established within the meetinghouse yard, itslimited 9ze
quickly became aproblem. At a 1776 town meeting, citizens requested the purchase of more land
to expand, while a sscond and final expangon occurred during the early 1820s. Shortly after this
purchasethe Town commissioned a survey, the first known mention of adelinegtion of the
cemetery. Since there isno further recorded expanson of Fine Grove Cemetery, itlikely atained
its present Sze of three acresby thistime.

In addition to Pine Grove's gravestones, annud reports indicate that only three other kinds of
dructures ever existed on the property. These included enclosing fencing and walls, granitetombs
for both temporary winter interment and private burial, and ahearse house. The earliest reference
to an encdlosure around the cemetery datesfrom 1784, when the town meeting voted to condiruct a
fence. Itislikely thisfence was built of wood, because there are numerous later references
describing an extant gonewall built in the 1800s

A town tomb was condiructed in 1836 for the interment of the dead during winter months when
burials were precluded by frozen ground. Three other smilar tombs were later constructed for
private burials. All four tombs were built into the earth, and because of this had access doorsless
than three feet high. Unfortunately, the tombs proved to be problematic for various reasons. The
roofs legked, the town tomb was too small to accommodate al of the bodies awaiting spring
burial, and the samdl entry doors made movement of bodiesin and out of thetomb difficult.
Because of these problems, the Cemetery Commission requested the construction of anew tomb
that would be entirely above ground and larger, areques that was carried out years later upon the

(continued)
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grounds of Evergreen Cemetery. In subssquent years, all bodies were removed from the tombs
and retumed to the earth, <0 the tombs are empty today.

Thethird gructure was the hearse house, used for the dorage of the town-owned heerse. It is
unknown exactly when thiswas built, or what it looked like, but it isreferred to as early as 1836
in aletter in the Leomingter Historical Society collection. Annual town reports indicate thet it
was dismantled and sold in 1886.

The period ranging from its establishment in 1742 until 1840 marks Pine Grove Cemetery's
period of grestest devedlopment and us2 All of the Structures that ever existed on the property
were built during this period, its current dze of three acres hed bean reached, and it was
experiencing its grestest demand for burias.

By the late 1830s the town again nesded to purchase more land for cemetery development, but
Fine Grove's limits had been reached. Therefore in 1840 Leominger purchased another parcd of
land approximately one-quarter mile north, and esablished Evergreen Cemetery. It was laid out
in the rural garden style, popularized locally with Cambridge's Mount Aubum Cemetery. As a
result, burias a Fine Grove began to decline seadily by the mid-19* century.

Despite this decline, anumber of entrepreneurs assodiated with the 19* century comb-making and
early plagtics indugtry are buried a Fine Grove. Theseinclude Charles and Thomas Hills, who
hed followed in Obediah Hills' footsteps and established a comb-making shop in Leominger,
where they operated a successfiil manufacturing operation for many years, even hiring a local
scientig to invent the first screw press. The brothers successfully patented this item, which
became an important tool in the advancament of the industry. JamesH. Carter and James Burdett
ae adso buried & Pine Grove Cemetery. Like the Hills brothers, these men were pionesrs in the
field of comb manufacturing, establishing and operating successful busnessesfor saverd years.
Caea ds saved as the Chair of the locad Board of Sdectmen, amamber of the Board of
Ass=s3ors, and as Director of Leomingter's First National Bank. The groundbresking work of
these four men laid the foundation for the future devdlopment of Leomingter's plastics industry.

Another prominent 19* century citizen buried a Fine Grove is Deacon David Wilder (d. 1866)
who represented Leomingter as amember of the Massachusetts House of Representatives and
Senate, and saved date-wide as Treasurer and Highway Commissioner. Wilder's loca
accomplishments included serving as Deacon of the town's oldest church. Masonic membership,
and author of an 1853 history of Leomingter. Multiple contemporary sources describe him as one
of themogt influential and talented citizens of thisperiod.
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Although Fine Grove Cemetery remained an active buria ground until 1937, it received less than
twenty interments during the 20* century before closing because of abudget cut to the Cemetery
Department. Appropriately the final buria that yeer was that of EmmaMoore, the town historian.
While the cametery numbers were declining. Pine Grove remained well tended by the community
through the 1930s. Severd revitalization projects were funded by the Works Progress
Adminigration (WPA), including mapping the cematery (the only surviving historical map),
resetting and cleaning gravestones, and rebuilding and extending the sone walls surrounding the
property. These surrounding gonewalls are one of the Cemetery's mog attractive dements

Leomingter has continued to experience population growth throughout the 20* century, especidly
following the 1980s construction of Intergate Highway 190, which intersects MA Route 2 neer
the city. Inadditional to this favorable trangportation location, Leomingter lies along the outer
fringes of both Boston and Worcester's metro region. Linked to Boston by automobile and
commuter rail, the city offers alower cogt of living than Boston's westem suburbs. Together
these factors have placed enormous growth pressures upon the City. Today, Leominger is a
vibrant community of 40,000 people striving to maintain acareful baance between residentia
and economic growth, and preservation of its buildings, landscapes, and neighborhoods that
reflect itsrich history.

As the birthplace of both American folk hero Johnny Appleseed and the still-vital pladtics
industry, Leomingter possessesarich and varied history. Full of colorful charactersand
interesting events, it isahistory that the City wishes to presarve. At the same timeit is striving to
balance the potentialy contradictory impulses of preservation and growth. Ensuring the
preservation of Fine Grove Cemetery, one of the few tangible links to Leomingter's earliest
history, has become apriority to this community.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Leomingter are poorly understood, any
surviving stes could be significant. Ancient Stesin this areamay contribute important
information related to the role and importance of upland/interior Steswithin local/regional Native
American subsgence and sttlement sysdems. Ancient Stesin the cemetery may contribute
information that indicates the variability and importance of dteswithin the Nashua River
drainage, and the relationship of those dtesto Steswithin the larger Merrimack River sysem.
Native Stesin this areacould be part of alarger, possibly seasond, settlement network besed
adong the Nashua River, itstributaries, the Merrimack River, or part of aspecidized adaptation to
loca environments in the Central Massachusetts uplands and Worcester Plaieau locde. Many
ubsgtence and settlement theories indicate prehistoric socio/political/economic boundaries are
besed within riverine basins. Prehigtoric dtesin the district may enable atest of various theories

(continued)
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relating to riverine adgptations and the importance of ranked streamswithin the same overdl
drainage.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related
to the evolution of the cemetery, buria pattems, important municipal smctures, and the socid,
cultural, and economic characterigtics of many of thetown'sinhabitantsfrom the 17* through the
20* century. Additional historical reseerch combined with archaeologica survey and testing may
locate pogt holes from fence posts, as well as buried segments of gone walls that together can
hdlp accuratdy reconstmct the boundaries of the cemetery through time. Unmarked graves can
aso hdp recongtruct cemetery boundaries and the interna configuration of graves within those
boundaries. The identification of unmarked graves may aso contribute information that indicates
how the community treated its lessfortunate inhabitantsin deeth, including unknown persons
paupers, and other indigents.

Structura evidence from buildings originally located in the cemetery may contribute important
architectura detailsrelated to someof thetown's earliest municipal structures. Structurd
evidence and artifacts associaed with Leominster's first meetinghouse may contribute important
evidence rdaed to construction details, materids, architecturd characteristics, and facilities
presant a the town's first municipa building. Becausethe first meatinghouse was removed early
in the town's history, little isknown about the structure itself. A plan for the first megtinghouse
still exigs with the records of the Unitarian Universalist Church; however, many details about the
dructure are aosent on those plans. Similar evidence may dso survive from the hearse house that
a0 existed on the property but whose exact location isunknown. Structura evidence may a<o
survive from outbuildings located on the property. Archaeologica evidence from outbuildings
may contribute important information related to their location, maintenance, and mortuary
activities conducted in the cemetery. Detailed andysis of the contents of occupationa-related
features, egpecidly trash pitsareas, may contribute information related to cemetery maintenance
and memorid offerings.

Detailed andyds of the burial context assodated with individual and groups of graves may
contribute important information assodated with the socid, cultural, and economic charecteristics
of individuas and groupswithin the community, and the hedlth and pathologies of thet
population. Gravestone inscriptions, artifacts, and the generd hedlth associated with the deceesed
may contribute important information related to the cultural characteristics, socid, and economic
datus of individuals and ethnic/socia groups. Osteologica study of skeletd remains may
contribute evidence on the generd hedth of individuals and groups and pathologiesthat affected
the community.

(end)
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Pine Grove Cemetery, Worcester, MA®
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographinal Data

Acreage of Property approx. 3 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 273660 4712280 3. 19 273660 4712140
Zone Easting Norttiing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 273780 4712200 4,
Zone Easting Northing Northing
Zone Easting
Verbal Boundary Description _ See continuation sheet

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain Why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Kathleen Glastetter, Leominster Historical Commission with Philip Bergen and Betsy Friedberg, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date January 2008
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone 617-727-8470
city ortown  Boston state MA .Zip code 02125

Additional Dor.iimRntatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Prnpgrty Owner
(Complete this item atthe request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name City of Leominster
street & number 357 Main Street . telephone  978-534-7583
city ortown Leominster state MA _ .Zip code 01453
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properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
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10. Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description

Pine Grove Cemetery isindicated by marked assessor's map #25, section 1, included
with this nomination.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes all those aress historically identified with Pine Grove Cemetery, including
additions dating from 1776 and the 1820s

(end)

Photographs

Dae September 25, 2007
Photographer: Philip Bergen, MHC

Marker with historic information, view to E
South entrance gate and fieldstonewall, view to NE
Tombs inwestem wall, view to NE
Entrance geps, western wall, view to E
Bronze headstones, view to S
John Collins obdlisk, view to SE
Tremaine S entrance gate, view to S
Richarddson family plot, view to N
generd panorama, view to SW
. gengrd panorama, view to NW
. Southern boundary. Cater park in background, view to S
. Carter family obelisk, view to N
. Chase table marker, view to E
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DATA SHEET
PINE GROVE CEMETERY, LEOMINSTER (WORCESTER), MA

PHOTO ELEMENT DATE MATERIAL TYPE/STATUS
Pine Grove Cameery 1742, 1776, 1820s S/C
Chain-link fence, eest boundary 1930s metal ac
211 Fddstone wall, south, west boundaries 19 ¢, 1930s fieldstone O’C
2 Entrance gate, south boundary ealy 20* c. wrought-iron oc
7 Dry-laid gonewall, north boundary 19 c granite ac
7 Entrance gate, north boundary ealy 20* c. wrought-iron Olc
4 Seps, western entry wall 19 c granite Olc
3 Tombs ca 1841 marble, brick @ alc
1 Historic marker ca 2000 metd, wood O/INC
Hagpole late 20* c. metal OINC
5 Flush heedstones 1930s bronze, concrete o/cC
13 Table gone markers 1806, 1810 dae 2 alc
James Gardner tombgtone 1742 dae ac
Gershom Houghton tombstone 174 dae ac
8 Richardson family plot early-mid 19 c. date, granite, metd ac
6 John Collins obdisk 1836 marble ac

Individual markers and tombs listed are representative of dements found in the cemetery. Approximately 800 markers currently exist.

TOTALS Contributing Noncontributing
Stes 1
Objects 2
17
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January 11, 2007
Mr. Philip Bergen

Preservation Planner

M assachusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Massachusetts Archives Building
Boston, MA 02125

Re National Register Nomination
Pine Grove Cametery, Leomingter, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Berger:

As an amaer historian and Mayor of the City of Leomingter, | fully support the
nomination of Leominger's Pine Grove Cametery to be placed on the National Register
of Historic Haces

The Cametery holds along legacy of founding families of early Leomingter settlers and
holds a great san=e of belonging and history to our community. | feel that Fine Grove
Cametary is an outstanding historic treesure and should be recognized by the date ad
federal government 0 that it may be gppreciated by all.

Heese contact meif | can be of asagance

Sincirely,

dla



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS SENATE

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-1053

COMMITTEES:
SENATOR ROBERT A. ANTONIONI

WORCESTER, AND MIDDLESEX

EDUCATION

(CHAIRMAN)

DISTRICT
JUDICIARY

ROOM 109E
MENTAL HEALTH S SUBSTANCE ABUSE

TEL (617) 722-1230
(VICE CHAIR)

FAX (617) 722-1130

DISTRICT OFFICE Februa’y 6, 2007

(978) 537-1912

WAYS AND MEANS
LABOR AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Philip Bergen

Presarvation Planner

Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Massachusetts ArchivesBuilding
Boston, MA 02125

Re National Regiger Nomination - Fine Grove Cemaery, Leominger, MA
Deer Mr. Berger:

| amwriting in support of the nomination of the Fine Grove Cametery to be placed on the
National Regigter of Historic Places

The City of Leominger, through the Leomingter Conservation Commission, hes donea
tremendous job in preserving the City'shistory. The Pine Grove Camaery isavital part of this
history, with many of the founding families having loved onesburied in the cemetery.

The cemetery dso plays acritica role in ensuring that the downtown area maintains its beauty.
Coupled with the adjacent Carter Park, the expandve piece of land near the heatt of the town is
the perfect backdrop for abusy downtown. Recognizing the importance of the areg, loca veteran
organizations have chosen Carter Pak as the location for their VVeteran Brick Dedication project
as well as their cannon preservation efforts.

The Fine Grove Caemetery sarves as apeaceful part of a historic downtown where residents can
come to learn about the City'shigtory. liisfor ihisreason that | fully support ;he designation of
this land to the National Regigter of Historic Places

ANty truly yours,

ROBER'
Sae Seaor

Printed on Recycled Paper



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-1054

JENNIFER L. FLANAGAN Committees:
4TH WORCESTER DISTRICT Public Health
ROOM 448, STATE HOUSE Menial Health and Substance Abuse
TEL. (617) 722 2582 Personnel and Administration

Rep,JenniferFlanagan@hou,state.ma.us

DISTRICT OFFICE:
24 CHURCH STREET

LEOMINSTER, MA 01453 Fd].ua,y 7’ 2m7

TEL. (978) 534 3388

Mr. Philip Bergen

Presarvation Planner

Massechusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Massachusetts Archives Building
Boston, MA 02125

Dear Mr. Berger:

| amwriting insupport of the nomination of the Fine Grove Cemeaery in Leominger to
be placed onthe National Regigter of Historic Places.

The City of Leomingter, through the Leomingter Conservation Commission, hes done a
tremendous jab in preserving the City'shistory. The Fine Grove Camaery isavital part of this
higtory, with many of the founding families having loved onesburied in the cemetery.

The ceametery dso plays acritical rolein ensuring that the downtown areamaintainsits
beauty. Coupled with the adjacent Carter Park, the expandve piece of land near the heart of the
town isthe perfect backdrop for a busy downtown. Recognizing the importance of the area, local
veteran organizations have chosen Carter Park as the location for their Veteran Brick Dedication
project as well as their cannon preservation efforts.

The Fine Grove Camaeay servesas a historic downtown destination where resdents can
come to learn about the City'shistory. Itisfor this ressonthat | fully support the designation of
thisland to the Nationa Regigter of Historic Places.

Jennifer L rlanagan
Sae Representative
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts mmimmL.
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

January 25, 2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of thelnterior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8 floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleesefind the following nomination form:
Fine Grove Cemetery, Leominger (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been dgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Stete
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commertt.

Three letters of support were received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

endosure

oC M. Dondd Piermaini, Leominder Hisoricd Commisson
Demn J. Mazzardla Mayor, City of Leominger
Kae Griffin-Brooks, Office of FHlanning & Devdopment
Sate Saator Robat A. Antonioni
Sate Represartative Jennifer L. Hanegen

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



