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WALTHAM, MA MRA

Town V;altham, Ma®

Address 92 Felton Street

Historic Nare Waltham Water
Works Shop

Use: Present D09 pound
Original Water Works

DESCRIPTION

Dae 18%4

Source on building

Style T.Me 19th c. masonry utilitarian

Architect L.C. Abbott ,

Exterior Wall Fabric brick w/granlte trim

Outbuildings 1922 Brick Garage NC

Magjor Alterations (with dates) Renovated
no major ex-
for use as dog pound (Nd.) terior changes

Condition g~ood-excellent

Mol no Date n/a
Acreage 22,400 sg.ft. O-Rl
Setting located i nindustrial area

adj acent t oBoston andMaine Railroad

tracks | n

Recor ded by Ed Gordon

Organi zation WVl t ham Hi storical QGonm
Dat e June 1986

revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REA STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The V/altham Water Works Shop possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling and associations. |t i ssignificant as a unique conponent of Walthans
turn-of-the-century municipal building canpaign related toitsestablishment as acityin
1884. £5 al so an extremely well-preserved utilitarian building with some Queen Anne style
features and i nnovative structural systens of theperiod. |t neets criteria Aand Cof the
National Register of Historic Places.

ARHTECTURL. SGN A CANE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.
The Waltham Water Works Shop i s a highly functional, structurally progressive and
stylistically conservative masonry municipal building. [Its5-bay x 4 bay main blocki s
characterized by p]?.nar redbrick surfaces pierced by standard size wi ndows with 6/6 wood
sash and rock faced granitesills and lintels. The wi de center entrance i ssurnmounted by
a large rockfaced granite lintel. Between the center windows of t hesecond floor i sa date
pl acque which reads "1894". The roof's elongated pedi ment contains a smaller stone pedi ment
with three incized and interlocking Ws which stand for "Waltham Water Works". Other subtle
decorative features include a granite watertable, a light beltcourse separating thestories, ..'f
a sawmtooth course at t hesecond story inpost level, and a well-detailed corbelled course be-
neath granite coping and a flat roof.

Structurally this building enconpasses sone progressive (for 1894) features. For
exanpl e, the basenent has a cenented floor while thefirst floor i sconposed of "expanded iron
and cement, supported by steel arched channels and I-beans."
HST(RCAL. SQNHCANE Explain therole owers played inlocal or state history and howthe
building relates tothe devel opnent of the conmunity.
Built i n1894, the Waltham Water Wrks Shop, along with the Lexington and Moody St. Fire
Stations (1887 and 1890, respectively) and the Police Station (1890), date from the first
ten years of Waltham s incorporationas a city. During the1880's/1890's new munici pal
buil dings were erected tomeet the demands of .a growing population. | n1893, over 385,000,000
gallons of water were punped, a gain of 50,000,000 over theprevious year. | nSeptenber 1844,
an appropriationof $10,000.00 was nade by t he Board of Al dermen f or a new wor kshop and st abl e.
Land had been purchased on the South side of Felton St. for these buildings on April 25, 1894
At that time, theCity of Waltham paid Mary E Ryan et al . $3500 forthis loc. The deed
stipulated that a building onthis site hadt obe noved within 60 days. Wrk on the new
Water Works began on October 1, 1894, but "owing t othe prevalence of cold and storny weat her
not as much progress was nade as was desired." Waltham City documents describe the new shop
as being "built of brick 40 by 70 feet, two stones and basement." This building was
originally heated by an HT. boiler, 48 inches by 12 feet and made .at Roberts Iron \Wrks.
In addition, this building was illum nated by both gas andelectric lights. The 1894
Val tham City Documents note that "The machine and work shop aret obe |located i nthe basenent
and supplied with all needed tools and appliances. The baserment has a ceiling 9 feet high,
a cenented floor and i swell supplied with light. The first floor i sof expanded iron and

cement, supported by steel arched channels and | beans. @ this floor will be locatedt he
office, toilet room carriage room wash stand, stalls for six.horses, etc. The upper floor
is for hay and grain and store room" (continued)
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Valtham City Documents—893, 1894, 1895
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Indicate each item on inventory form vAich is being continued below.

Historical Significance (continued)

Note L.C or Leanon C Abbott i slisted as a carpenter i n1880's Waltham Directories—
in 1888/89 he lived at Guinan near Haomond St. | t was C Abbott that prepared theplans
for the Qeen Anne house of theSupt. of Ceneteries at M. Feake cenetery.

288 REPORT OF THE
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rERS?ECTr\-E AND FLOOR PLANS OF WATER WORKS SHOP.

Staple to Inventory form at bott,,
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1970 Atlas, City of \Wltham Wal t ham Massachusetts MRA
Conpi | ed by the VWl tham 92 Fel ton Street

Engi neering Division Wl t am Wat er Wor ks Shop
Scale: 1inch = 140 feet 15- M| iAAKCA
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