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The Van Bunschooten House is unusually large in proportions 
for a center hall house. Its frame consists of six bent with an 
intermediate post in each bent. Typically there would be four 
bents. Pour of these intermediate posts ere unusually large 
in cross section end are tepered above the attic floor. There 
are numerous other significant features. In the cellar *?re 
remains of the storage rooms with wooden slats end two doors 
which turn on wooden pivots. Sections of the floor ere cobble 
and flagstone. The four Irrge fireplaces have their mantels; 
the stone kitchen fireplace is bricked in for a smaller openirg 
There is a mantel in the wing, but the chimney and fireplace 
heve been removed. This wing had burned and WPS largely 
rebuilt. The center h*ll front rnd rear doors have much of 
their original hardware,particularly notable ^re the very 
long str^p hinges.

This Federal style house WPS probably built around 1792 when 
Elias Van Bunschooten purchased the property. It is a clapboard 
building with a rendom fieldstone foundation. The main section 
of the house, as n®ted, has a rectangular center hall plan 
with rooms front and back on the first end second floors. The 
strirway is adjacent to the center hall snd is mid-19th 
century. The original st*ir case was probably in the center 
hall.
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There fre porches both front and bsck.

Ven Bunschooten willed the farm to his nephew, Slias Cooper, 
who consequently divided the frrm emong his five sons. The 
Cooper family remodeled the house sometime in the mid-19tn 
century; changing the window srshes rnd crsings, several door 
pnd the stairs.

There rre still some original 6 psn?=l doors *nd casings in ad 
to some wide floor boards (6 inch tongue rnd groove).

There rre numerous f^rm buildings on the property. The l*rge 
cattle bprn probably dates from the third-auprter of the 19th 
century. The smpll brrn is of hewn pnd saswn o^k »nd dftes fron 
the esrly 19th century. The wing eldition of this building is 
constructed of timbers from an earlier building. There is * 
wooden winch in this bern. The barn is in poor condition. The 
shed is probably l?te 19th or ecrly 20th century. The outdoor 
privey is perhaps uni-ue, possibly dating from the first half 
of the 19th century. It is Greek R@ ival in style. There is 
a corbeled stone bridge over the nearby stream.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Re ligi 021 /Philosophy

In 1?85 Reverend 311*8 Vsn Bunschooten arrived from the 
Hudson Valley to administer to the religious needs of the 
Reformed Dutch Church in Sussex County. Bunschooten w»s 
called to the are® ®s pastor to churches in Minisink, 
Welpack, Maghagkamsck, ??nd Bushkill. At the time there was 
no church, in the Clove, tout by 1787 over 50 citizens 
petitioned to form a church with Van Bunschooten as their 
pastor. The Clove Church was officially organized by 
Reverend Van Bunschooten in 1788, The meeting-house was 
originally in a barn on the property owned by Helmas 
Tltsworth. (Van Bunschooten temporarily resided in the 
Titsworth House). In a few years a church WPS built and it 
served the congregation foa? sbout 40 yerrs until the curren 
Clove Church w^s constructed,

The Reverend apparently preferred the Wantage Village localo 
to the other ^reas as he soon purchased property hare and 
by 1792 he had settled pernMRnan;tly In the Clove by construe 
the house in question on a furm of ebout 700 acres.
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In time Bunschooten relinquished his work in the other churches 
and by 1800 he ministered only to the Clove Church ^nd a 
Presbyterian Church in Westtown.

Late in life Reverend Van Bunschooten decided to personally 
beaueath his monetary holdings. In 181^ he startled the ' 
General Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church (Queen's College 
by appearing at a meeting f>nd placing & sum of $14,600 on 
the table which was t© be used "for the support and education 
In the Classical *»nd Theological studies of pious youth" 
At his death in 1815 he left a further sum of over $3,000 
to the Seminary.

At the time of Van Bunschooten*s gift, Queens College was 
facing difficult financial times and it is quite possible 
th^t the Van Bunscho ten bequest prevented the dissolution 
of Queens College; today known ®s Rutgers University (Which 
gt that time was jointly the Dutch Seminary. In 1823 the 
o©llege fnd seminary separated; the money g$lng entirely to
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The Clove Church. Historical f
Rutfc«rs t « Bicentennial His too

Pag0.zin«, August, 18 ?0. 
!y.>lB. chard P. McCormick. 1966.

History of Sussex *nd W^rrin Counties, New Jersey. James P.
Snell, 1883. 

History and Government of Sussex County. New Jersey. W.P.A.. 1
"The V*n Bunschooten Beauest" The Dutch Church in lAmeric®, 191 
Records of the Old Clove Church. 
Charles Tichy, Restoration Architect.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
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W«mtsge Township 
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New Jersey, Code: ~4

8. Significance (cont.)

the seminary. ) In 1914 the Synod of the Dutch Church in America 
published e report on the Vsn Bunschooten beauest end stated the 
135 m«n had bean educated by the gift.

GP 0 921-724


