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ARCH TECTURAL 9 GNLH CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The White Place nei ghborhood consists of 36 houses, barns, and sheds
built between c. 1835 and 1905. | ti sone of thelarger concentrations
of-md 19t hcentury vernacular architecture t obe found i nBrookline,
with one half of its structures predating 1866. To a substantial degree,
It i sdomnated by "cottages" whose original or altered designs are
derivatives of theltalianate style. This can be seen i n#s 9, 14, 16,
24,26,45,49,51, and 62. | nthepresent facades of these buildings can
be seen such Italianate type elenents as steeﬁli/) pitched gable roofs,
deep eaves, entrances |located t oone side wit racket ed hoods, polygonal
bay w ndows, and 2/2 wi ndows. . .o

Another style representedon Wite Place i sthePicturesque, an
interpretation of which can be seen at 21-3, and , toa |esser degree,
17. O particular interest i nthe double house i sthetreatment of the
wi ndows with slanted cornice caps supported on sinple brackets. Simlar

HSTORCAL S GNHCANE of area. (Explain devel opment of area, what causedi t
and how it affected comunity; be specific). , A

The land on which White Place was laid out i nthem d 19t hcentury was once
part of theleverett farm | t cane into thehands of theWite famly
which used it as pasture land i n1722 when Maj or Edward TAJhite purchased

5 1/4 acres of land which had bel onged t o Caleb Gardner. Wen Edward VWite
died i n1769, theland passed on tohis son Benjamn who i nturn bequeathed
It tohis son Thomas. Thomas owned it fron thetime of his father's

death i n1790 until 1817. Fromthat time until 1846 at which time i t

V\ag ?]ol_d t o Sanmuel A Walker, theland belonged t o Thomas Wite's wife

an eirs.

The Twi tes were an ol d Brookl i hefam I)éj the first generation was
represented by John Wiite who travel edfromEngl and t o Wat ert owni n
1638 and settledin Muddy Ri ver in 1650. John Wite was one of t he

| argeir | andowners in town who had obtai ned hi sv\ﬁlroEerty t hrough purchase.
He began by buyi ng part of the Leverett grant to whi ch he added a nunber
of smal | er properties and eventual |y owned over 300 acres. Two of his
sons, Benjam nand Joseph, and t heir descendents renai nedin Brookline
Li ke their father who was a constabl e, surveyor of hi ghways, and peram
bul at or of t own boundari es, Benjam nand Josephwere involvedin their
communityas well as signer of Muddy Ri ver'spetitionfor independence
fromBoston. Benjam n, a ensignand a sergeant, had five daughters
and one son, Edward. The |'atter seened to have inherited his grand-
father'sinterest in |landacquisition as well as his father's interest
inthemlitary, for he was Saptai nof the Brookline |oot Conpany- f-ififi
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Property Nane White Place

Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued bel,
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (2)

treatment of the windows as well as the door [is found at #17. Note,

too, the trefoil-type motif at the ends of the roof rafters. The pro-
truding rafter ends along the eaves of #21-3 should also be noted along
with the steeply pitched gable roofs of both houses. Nunmber 21-3 in
particular has nore architectural pretense than nafcly of the other houses,
therefore i tis not surprisingto learn that it as well as #17 were
probably designed by Charles Follen, a |landscape architect by training
and an architect by experience. H was a partner in the firm of

Lee and Follen (see area form for Chestnut Hill) and was responsible for
the design of a school house and a chapel in the early suburban devel op-
ment of Chestnut Hill in the md 19th century.

There are also houses whose original designs were orientgfdto the Iate
Georgian period in their basic shape, shallow scaled cornice, and two
story height. Included in this group are #s 14,16,20,24 and 26. Nunbers
14,16, and 26 are three bays wide with a lunette window in the gable

A

end; the doorway of #26 evidences the Influence of the Greek Revival style,

while the others are hooded with brackets, clearly additions pronmpted
by the popularity of the Italianate style in the 1850's and 60's.  The
one story bays on the front facade of #s 14 and 16 are also later ad-
ditions. Witten documentation and nmaps indicated that these houses
were noved to White Place fromthe vicinity of the Punch Bowl Tavern
during the 1850's. Stylistically?:: they seemto date from the 1830's.

A third distinctive type is the triple decker, found at #s 12,34, 35, 38,
41,41-3, and 64 White Place. These were built between 1890 and 1905.
Three, #s 12,34 and 35 have details which are Colonial Revival in
origin: dentils, classical cornices and entablatures, and pedi mented

entrances. Others have snth diverse elements as a staggered butt shingled

exterior; bracketed hooded entrances; and double brackets under the
eaves. Unfortunately, the application of alumn\jmand vinyl siding
has eliminated sonme of the other architectural details such as the
bracketed wi ndow hoods, once found at  #".

The visual continuity of the narrow street stenms from a nunber of

factors. e consideration is the size of the buildings which has been
dictated by the unusually small building lots. The smallest is 1120
square feet; an average size is approximately 2250 square feet. Some of
the lots are larger, but have two buildings situated 6n them As a result
of this and the construction dates of a majority of the houses, 14 of the
32 houses on White Place are only 1 12 or 2 stories high; 10 are 2 12

stories high, but that number include . houses which were raised one story

when maj or construction occured on the railroad bridge and along Wash-
ington Street in Brookline Village (late 1880's).

Consistency is found in the buildings' lots and heights and the pre-
dom aance of a number of interpretationsof the Italianatefstyle. The
fact that much of the housing was originally built as rental property

Staple to Inventory form at bottom (continued)
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE ( 3)

for laborers andjourneymen contributes tothephysical continuity

of thestreet. Fina-1ly, because of therelative Isolation of the
street, with railroad tracks on one side, a steep enbanknent towards
Davis Avenue on t heother, and Wite Place not becomng a through street
until 1911, there has been |ittle change i nt heneighborhood' s appearance.
Only two of theoriginal buildings haven been denolished sincet he

devel opment's beginning i nthem d 1850's. The newest structure, #50-2,
was built i ntheearly 1920's. Al | of this has created a visual uniformity
which i sunmatched i nany other Brookline neighborhood. | naddition, the
type of worker's cottages found here i sunique tothetow. Conparisons
have been nade, however, with cottages found i n East Canbridge.

Alterations and additions toexisting properties has occured; i n

sone cases, thechange has represented a marked inprovement, such as
the replacement of asbestos siding with clapboards. There have been

a few, however, which renoved important architectural details and
original building fabric. I ngeneral, not many of t he changes have de-
based t hebuildings, nor can they be consideredreally inalterable.

Finally, although thestreet i sdomnated by houses, there area
few businesses, especially towards the west end of thestreet. Sonme
of theoriginal barns and warehouses of Janmes Seanans have becone

carpentry and sheet metal shops, while others continuet obe used
for storage purposes.

fi

A- fi:.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Property Name® WHITE PLACE

I ndicate each itemon inventory f omwhich i s being continued bel ow. o A

H STCR CAL SI GNI FI CANCE ( 2)

and a major in Colonel WIliam Dudle{)'s regi ment. Edward's son

Benjam n, who inherited what was to beconme Wite Place, was also

a captain as well as a Brookline selectman, assessor, and representa-
tive to the General Court. H married Elizabeth As|)inwall, sister

of Dr. WIliam Aspinwall. pioneer inthe field of smallpox innoculation
and one of their sons, Oliver, the tDNi's first Wstrraster, cha. nged

the spelling of the famly's name fromWite to te. Another son,
Thomas (1763-1817) was the person responsib or holding on

to the famly's land i nthe V|I|a%e despite insolvency of his
father's estate. Thomas Wite's house was across the road from

the Punch Bowl Tavern; the front"of it was a store. Ol iver Wyte

|ived on the corner of High and Walnut Streets i n a house which was

| ater replaced by the Brookline Union Building, now also denolished. /
A third son, Benjamn, inherited his father's property at 203 Heath Street.

|
e
le f
the
cro
to

Wen Sanuel A Walker, a local real estate autioneer and owner of

Lyceiam Hal | i n Brookline Vill age, bought the White property from '+, .
omas's wi dow, Rachel, in 1846, there was one house on the |and.

This house i s shown on the 1844 nmap of the town and i s noted as

belonging to the estate of Thomas White. | tis not on the 1854

subdivisiton plan for Wiite Place (L/12/D/24), nor does i t appear on

the 1855 map. There are, however, five houses and two outbuildings

on the 1854 plan, all belongingto WalKker.

White; Piajee- -peeias"td/ have heenil™ e [aid out by 1848, and i n an

effort to encourage development i nthis new residential area bordering
what was shortly to beconme the town's major comrercial center. Wl ker
bought sone ol der hones and had them nmoved to his property. Three of
these were noved fromWshington Street and, accordingto Harriet \Wods,
are  the present #s 10,14, and 16. Wbods states i n her book, Historical
Sketches of Brookline, that the ol d Punch Bow Tavern, once the town's
central meeting place and main stop i n Brookline on roads [eading

north and west from Boston, lost its prom nence when the Mil| Dam and
the railroad across it was constructed. Conse\%]uently, the 18th century
tavern was purchased i n 1833 by |saac Thayer who owned a |eather and shoe

concern i n Boston and had recently nmoved to Davis Avenue (then WAshington
Place). Thayer tore down the tavern but used sone of its solid oak timbers
to burld nine houses which he constructed near the tavern's site. Three

of these nine were purchased by Wal ker and with the creativity characteris-
tic of this entrepreneur, noved to Wite Place, then a dead-end |ana.

Possibly two other ol d houses, #s 20 and 24, were also noved to Wite
Place by Wal ker. They were, accordingto Wods, ancient houses which
stood near the corner of Boylston and Washington Streets. Both "quite ?

rebuilt" were noved and were "the fourth and fifth on the left side."
Finally, #26, another ol d house, possibly dating fromthe 1830's |ike
the other five mentioned, appears on an 1858 map of Brookline. | ttoo

Staple to Inventory form at bottom (continued)
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HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE (.93

m ght have been noved from t heWashington Street area. An alternate theory
is that these houses were built by Thomas White and were |ocated else-
where on hi sproperty before being noved here.

In 1854 Wal ker owned almost al | of theland on the south side of

the street, however seven lots on thenorth side had been sold to
Charles Follen. An additional four small parcels had been sold

to Janes Seamans, along with two large lots, towards thewest end

of thestreet. Single lots belonged t o a nunmber of individuals,
inclulJ.ing Reuben Chace, a painter and glazier, who built 280-84
Washi ngton Street i n1875. By thefollowing year (1855), Follen

had built 21-3 White Place, and this and t he houses which Wal ker
noved total ed six houses on the street. By 1858 there were eleven; |
new ones included #17 (built by Follen)(pvi#s 25,27,33% and 62, built o .
by Chace, A B Snyth (aswitchman), J.Q Libbey, and E Mealey (a
laborer), respectively. Between 1859 and 1871, t henunmber grewt o
twenty-three, over half of thebuildingsstanding on the street today.

In 1865 t hebridge at thecorner of White Place had two arches: one

for thepassage of trains and one f ortheentMnce toWite Place. , !
To enter from thebridge, one descended a flight of wooden steps '
on theeasterly side by theretaining wall, and thence through a
driveway underneath leading from thestation. | f travelling by "K-
carriage, one went on tothebeginning of the decline and dowmnt o

the driveway underneath thebridge. The widening of thebridge i n1886
changed al | this. The grade was raised up tothebridge with buildings
and lots also raised tothenew grade at public expense which eventually
totalled $12,000. The entrance toWlite Place after construction was made
from t hebridge, with Halfenstein's tailor shop (nowthelocation of

#2) facing thestreet. The other major change tothestreet (which was
accepted as a public way i n1885), less dramatic, was it s extension to
Davis Avenue i n1911. Before that date i twas a dead end lane with -
a turn-around i nfront of #64. s

During theearly years of development, theturnover i nterms of

tenants and owners was high, with sone seem ngly buying on speculation
or rentinguntil sufficient funds could be amassed t o buy a hone :
el sewhere. The nunber of people who Iived on White Place for a short
period of time before moving toa different part of to-wn i s reflected

in thereal estate and poll taxlists between 1867 and 1880.

Judging fromthe occupations of the resitiants, one can conclude that

White Place was often a stop on the way for upwardly nobile famlies

who were headed for other |ocations such as Washi ngton, Prospect, School

or Holden Streets. Both skilled and unskilled |aborers as well as

journejnnen lived here, often with unskilled renting and craftsnmen and

j our neynmen owni ng. . . A
Staple to lInventory form at bottom (continued)
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Property Name WHITE PLACE
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H STORI CAL S| GNI FI CANCE ( 4)

The first generation of owners such as Wal ker, Folen, and Seanans

were nmen from professional classes or were shopkeepers. Their tenantsj.
were skilled and unskilled/"v*kers. During the 1860's and 70's

owners such as DW Phelps and DA Adans were craftsmen; i n these

two cases,a carpenter and a nason. Their tenants were teamsters, town,
enpl oyees, |aborers and coachnen. Janes Seamans, a grocer and |ocal
entrepreneur i nBrookline Village after theCivil \War, built houses and
barns throughout these two periods. He lived on Cypress Street, built
256 Washington Street i n1888 toreplace a smaller wooden store, and
constructed stables, bams, and storehouses on White Place tostore
hay and grain for his delivery wagon horses and goods t o be soldi n
his store. The renters of thehouses which he built on White Place
included a coachman, hostler, blacksmth, and sheet iron workeif.

XJent hethree deckers were built between 1890 and 1905, their owners
covered a range of occupations, from mason and pl asterer t oa town

| aborer and from a pharmacist toa laundry owner. A random s'aaiipling

of the renters', occupations i nlocal directories revealed a meat cutter,
teamster, |aborer, nickel plater, janitor, lineman, and gardener.

During thelater decades of the 19thcenturﬁ, greater longevityfor
owner ship becane evident, with sone houses being kept i nthesarae
famly for several generations. | nanother situation, a property
owner built a house across the .street from t hehouse i n which he had
grown up. N

Not |ong ago, White Place was threatened with demolition through urban

renewal . Obviously theplan was defeated, and over thepast 10to
15 years, i t has been replaced with one involving renovation, rehabila-
tation, and i nsome cases, restoration. | naddition tothenmaintenance

and inmproved condition of many of t hebuildings, theother noticeable
aspect i na physical assessnent of Wiite Place i stheinterest in

| andscaping and gardening. The stabilization of thispeighborhood i s
due t o a nunber of factors, including theincreasing nianber of owner-
occupied hones; two income families; and a growing interest i nliving
in and rehabbing ol der hones. Such stabilization i sreflected i n the
upkeeB of thebuildings? theemerging popularity of this street, a
nei ghborhood i nitself; and a growing sense of Identity andpride.

VWite Place neets NR criteria A and G being a unique neighborhood of
md 19thcentury vernacular architectureand workershousing which
devel oped i nresponse to theenerging inmportance of Brookline Village
as thetown's major comercial and civic center.

Staple tolnventory form at bottOm
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