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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 
The White Place neighborhood consists of 36 houses, barns, and sheds 
b u i l t between c. 1835 and 1905. I t i s one of the larger concentrations 
of-mid 19th century vernacular architecture to be found i n Brookline, 
with one h a l f of i t s structures predating 1866. To a substantial degree, 
i t i s dominated by "cottages" whose o r i g i n a l or altered designs are 
derivatives of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . This can be seen i n #s 9,14,16, 
24,26,45,49,51, and 62. In the present facades of these buildings can 
be seen such I t a l i a n a t e type elements as steeply pitched gable roofs, 
deep eaves, entrances located to one side with bracketed hoods, polygonal 
bay windows, and 2/2 windows. • . . 

Another style represented on White Place i s the Picturesque, an 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of which can be seen at 21-3, and , to a lesser degree, 
17. Of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t i n the double house i s the treatment of the 
windows with slanted cornice caps supported on simple brackets. Similar 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). , . ^ . 
The land on which White Place was l a i d out i n the mid 19th century was once 
part of the Leverett farm. I t came i n t o the hands of the White family 
which used i t as pasture land i n 1722 when Major Edward TAJhite purchased 
5 1/4 acres of land which had belonged to Caleb Gardner. When Edward White 
died i n 1769, the land passed on to his son Benjamin who i n turn bequeathed 
i t to his son Thomas. Thomas owned i t fron the time of his father's 
death i n 1790 u n t i l 1817. From that time u n t i l 1846 at which time i t 
was sold to Samuel A. Walker, the land belonged to Thomas White's wife 
and heirs. 

The Twites were an old Brooklihe familyj the first generation was 
represented by John White who traveled from England to Watertownin 
1638 and settled in Muddy River in 1650. John White was one of the 
largeir landowners in town who had obtained his property through purchase. 
He began by buying part of the Leverett grant to which he added a number 
of smaller properties and eventually owned over 300 acres. Two of his 
sons, Benjamin and Joseph, and their descendents remained in Brookline 
Like their father who was a constable, surveyor of highways, and peram­
bulator of town boundaries, Benjamin and Joseph were involved in their 
community as well as signer of Muddy River's petition for independence 
from Boston. Benjamin, a ensign and a sergeant, had five daughters 
and one son, Edward. The I'atter seemed to have inherited his grand­
father's interest in land acquisition as well as his father's interest 
in the military, for he was Saptain of the Brookline loot Company- f-ififi 
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CM. 

treatment of the windows as w e l l as the door l i s found at #17. Note, 
too, the t r e f o i l - t y p e m o t i f at the ends of the roof r a f t e r s . The pro- ' 
t r u d i n g r a f t e r ends along the eaves of #21-3 should also be noted along 
w i t h the steeply p i t c h e d gable roofs of both houses. Number 21-3 i n ^ 
p a r t i c u l a r has more a r c h i t e c t u r a l pretense than mafcly of the other houses, 
t h e r e f o r e i t i s not s u r p r i s i n g to l e a r n t h a t i t as w e l l as #17 were 
probably designed by Charles F o l l e n , a landscape a r c h i t e c t by t r a i n i n g 
and an a r c h i t e c t by experience. He was a p a r t n e r i n the f i r m of 
Lee and F o l l e n (see area form f o r Chestnut H i l l ) and was responsible f o r 
the design of a schoolhouse and a chapel i n the e a r l y suburban develop- ''̂  
ment of Chestnut H i l l i n the mid 19th century. 

There are also houses whose o r i g i n a l designs were orientgfd t o the l a t e 
Georgian p e r i o d i n t h e i r basic shape, shallow scaled cornice, and two 
s t o r y h e i g h t . Included i n t h i s group are #s 14,16,20,24 and 26. Numbers 
14,16, and 26 are three bays wide w i t h a l u n e t t e window i n the gable 
end; the doorway of #26 evidences the I n f l u e n c e of the Greek Revival s t y l e , 
w h i l e the others are hooded w i t h brackets, c l e a r l y a d d i t i o n s prompted 
by the p o p u l a r i t y of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e i n the 1850's and 60's. The 
one s t o r y bays on the f r o n t facade of #s 14 and 16 are also l a t e r ad­
d i t i o n s . W r i t t e n documentation and maps i n d i c a t e d t h a t these houses 
were moved to White Place from the v i c i n i t y of the Punch Bowl Tavern 
during the 1850's. S t y l i s t i c a l l y ? : : they seem to date from the 1830's. 

A t h i r d d i s t i n c t i v e type i s the t r i p l e decker, found at #s 12,34,35,38, 
41,41-3, and 64 White Place. These were b u i l t between 1890 and 1905. 
Three, #s 12,34 and 35, have d e t a i l s which are C o l o n i a l Revival i n 
o r i g i n : d e n t i l s , c l a s s i c a l cornices and e n t a b l a t u r e s , and pedimented 
entrances. Others have smch diverse elements as a staggered b u t t shingled 
e x t e r i o r ; bracketed hooded entrances; and double brackets under the 
eaves. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the a p p l i c a t i o n of alumin\jm and v i n y l s i d i n g 
has e l i m i n a t e d some of the other a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s such as the 
bracketed window hoods , once found at #^. 

The v i s u a l c o n t i n u i t y of the narrow s t r e e t stems from a number of 
f a c t o r s . One c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s the s i z e of the b u i l d i n g s which has been 
d i c t a t e d by the unusually small b u i l d i n g l o t s . The smallest i s 1120 
square f e e t ; an average size i s approximately 2250 square f e e t . Some of 
the l o t s are l a r g e r , but have two b u i l d i n g s s i t u a t e d 6n them. As a r e s u l t 
of t h i s and the c o n s t r u c t i o n dates of a m a j o r i t y of the houses, 14 of the 
32 houses on White Place are only 1 1/2 or 2 s t o r i e s h i g h ; 10 are 2 1/2 
s t o r i e s h i g h , but t h a t number include . houses which were r a i s e d one s t o r y 
when major c o n s t r u c t i o n occured on the r a i l r o a d bridge and along Wash­
in g t o n S t r e e t i n Brookline V i l l a g e ( l a t e 1880's). 

Consistency i s found i n the b u i l d i n g s ' l o t s and heights and the pre-
domiaance of a number of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of the I t a l i a n a t e f s t y l e . The 
f a c t t h a t much of the housing was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as r e n t a l property 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom (continued) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (3) 

for laborers and journeymen contributes to the physical continuity 
of the street. Fina-lly, because of the r e l a t i v e i s o l a t i o n of the 
street, w ith r a i l r o a d tracks on one side, a steep embankment towards 
Davis Avenue on the other, and White Place not becoming a through street 
u n t i l 1911, there has been l i t t l e change i n the neighborhood's appearance. 
Only two of the o r i g i n a l buildings haven been demolished since the 
development's beginning i n the mid 1850's. The newest structure, #50-2, 
was b u i l t i n the early 1920's. A l l of t h i s has created a visual uniformity 
which i s unmatched i n any other Brookline neighborhood. I n addition, the 
type of worker's cottages found here i s unique to the town. Comparisons 
have been made, however, with cottages found i n East Cambridge. 

Alterations and additions to ex i s t i n g properties has occured; i n 
some cases, the change has represented a marked improvement, such as 
the replacement of asbestos siding with clapboards. There have been 
a few, however, which removed important a r c h i t e c t u r a l details and 
o r i g i n a l building f a b r i c . In general, not many of the changes have de­
based the buildings, nor can they be considered r e a l l y i n a l t e r a b l e . 

F i n a l l y , although the street i s dominated by houses, there are a 
few businesses, especially towards the west end of the street. Some 
of the o r i g i n a l barns and warehouses of James Seamans have become 
carpentry and sheet metal shops, while others continue to be used 
for storage purposes. 

fi 

A- -fi:. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (2) 

and a major i n Colonel William Dudley's regiment. Edward's son 
Benjamin, who i n h e r i t e d what was to become White Place, was also 
a captain as we l l as a Brookline selectman, assessor, and representa­
t i v e to the General Court. He married Elizabeth As|)inwall, s i s t e r 
of Dr. William Aspinwall. pioneer i n the f i e l d of smallpox innoculation 
and one of t h e i r sons, Oliver, the tDWfi's f i r s t postmaster, cha.nged 
the s p e l l i n g of the family's name from White to Whyte. Another son, 
Thomas (1763-1817) was the person responsible f o r holding on 
to the family's land i n the Village despite the insolvency of his 
father's estate. Thomas White's house was across the road from 
the Punch Bowl Tavern; the front^of i t was a store. Oliver Whyte 
l i v e d on the corner of High and Walnut Streets i n a house which was 
l a t e r replaced by the Brookline Union Building, now also demolished. / 
A t h i r d son, Benjamin, inh e r i t e d his father's property at 203 Heath Street. 

When Samuel A. Walker, a local r e a l estate autioneer and owner of 
Lyceiam Ha l l i n Brookline V i l l a g e , bought the White property from ' • . .. 
Thomas's widow, Rachel, i n 1846, there was one house on the land. 
This house is shown on the 1844 map of the town and i s noted as 
belonging to the estate of Thomas White. I t i s not on the 1854 
subdivision plan f o r White Place (L/12/D/24), nor does i t appear on ' 
the 1855 map. There are, however, f i v e houses and two outbuildings 
on the 1854 plan, a l l belonging to Walker. 

White; Piajee- -peeiaŝ  t d / have'heeniL̂ '̂e-̂ ^ l a i d out by 1848, and i n an 
e f f o r t to encourage development i n t h i s new r e s i d e n t i a l area bordering 
what was shortly to become the town's major commercial center. Walker 
bought some older homes and had them moved to his property. Three of 
these were moved from Washington Street and, according to Harriet Woods, 
are the present #s 10,14, and 16. Woods states i n her book, H i s t o r i c a l 
Sketches of Brookline, that the old Punch Bowl Tavern, once the town's 
central meeting place and main stop i n Brookline on roads leading 
north and west from Boston, l o s t i t s prominence when the M i l l Dam and 
the r a i l r o a d across i t was constructed. Consequently, the 18th century 
tavern was purchased i n 1833 by Isaac Thayer who owned a leather and shoe 
concern i n Boston and had recently moved to Davis Avenue (then Washington 
Place). Thayer tore down the tavern but used some of i t s s o l i d oak timbers 
to b u i l d nine houses which he constructed near the tavern's s i t e . Three 
of these nine were purchased by Walker and with the c r e a t i v i t y characteris­
t i c of t h i s entrepreneur, moved to White Place, then a dead-end lana. 

Possibly two other o ld houses, #s 20 and 24, were also moved to White 
Place by Walker. They were, according to Woods, ancient houses which 
stood near the corner of Boylston and Washington Streets. Both "quite ? 
r e b u i l t " were moved and were "the fourth and f i f t h on the l e f t side." 
F i n a l l y , #26, another old house, possibly dating from the 1830's l i k e 
the other f i v e mentioned, appears on an 1858 miap of Brookline. I t too 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom (continued) 
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might have been moved from the Washington St r e e t area. An a l t e r n a t e theory 
i s t h a t these houses were b u i l t by Thomas White and were located e l s e ­
where on h i s property before being moved here. 

I n 1854 Walker owned almost a l l of the land on the south side of 
the s t r e e t , however seven l o t s on the n o r t h side had been sold to ' 
Charles F o l l e n . An a d d i t i o n a l f o u r small parcels had been sold 
to James Seamans, along w i t h two large l o t s , towards the west end 
of the s t r e e t . Single l o t s belonged to a number of i n d i v i d u a l s , 
incluJ.ing Reuben Chace, a p a i n t e r and g l a z i e r , who b u i l t 280-84 
Washington Street i n 1875. By the f o l l o w i n g year (1855), F o l l e n 
had b u i l t 21-3 White Place, and t h i s and the houses which Walker 
moved totaled six houses on the street. By 1858 there were eleven; [ 
new ones included #17 ( b u i l t by Follen)(pvi^#s 25,27,33% and 62, b u i l t !• . 
by Chace, A.B. Smyth (a switchman), J.O. Libbey, and E. Mealey (a 
l a b o r e r ) , r e s p e c t i v e l y . Between 1859 and 1871, the number grew t o 
twenty-three, over h a l f of the b u i l d i n g s standing on the s t r e e t today. : . 

I n 1865 the bridge at the corner of White Place had two arches: one 
f o r the passage of t r a i n s and one f o r the entMnce t o White Place. , / 
To enter from the b r i d g e , one descended a f l i g h t of wooden steps ' 
on the e a s t e r l y side by the r e t a i n i n g w a l l , and thence through a .' 
driveway underneath leading from the s t a t i o n . I f t r a v e l l i n g by "'k'-
c a r r i a g e , one went on t o the beginning of the decline and down to 
the driveway underneath the bridge. The widening of the bridge i n 1886 
changed a l l t h i s . The grade was r a i s e d up t o the bridge w i t h b u i l d i n g s 
and l o t s also r a i s e d to the new grade at p u b l i c expense which e v e n t u a l l y 
t o t a l l e d $12,000. The entrance to White Place a f t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n was made 
from the bri d g e , w i t h Halfenstein's t a i l o r shop (now the l o c a t i o n of 
#2) f a c i n g the s t r e e t . The other major change t o the s t r e e t (which was 
accepted as a p u b l i c way i n 1885), less dramatic, was i t s extension to 
Davis Avenue i n 1911. Before t h a t date i t was a dead end lane w i t h -
a turn-around i n f r o n t of #64. • , 

During the e a r l y years of development, the turnover i n terms of 
tenants and owners was h i g h , w i t h some seemingly buying on speculation 
or r e n t i n g u n t i l s u f f i c i e n t funds could be amassed t o buy a home , 
elsewhere. The number of people who l i v e d on White Place f o r a short 
p e r i o d of time before moving t o a d i f f e r e n t p a r t of to-wn i s r e f l e c t e d 
i n the r e a l estate and p o l l tax l i s t s between 1867 and 1880. 

Judging from the occupations of the resitiants, one can conclude that 
White Place was often a stop on the way for upwardly mobile families 
who were headed for other locations such as Washington, Prospect, School 
or Holden Streets. Both skilled and unskilled laborers as well as 
joumejnnen lived here, often with unskilled renting and craftsmen and 
journeymen owning. . . A 

Staple t o Inventory form at bottom (continued) 
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The f i r s t generation of owners such as Walker, Folen, and Seamans 
were men from professional classes or were shopkeepers. Their tenants j. 
were s k i l l e d and unskilled/^v^kers. During the 1860's and 70's 
owners such as D.W. Phelps and D.A. Adams were craftsmen; i n these 
two cases,a carpenter and a mason. Their tenants were teamsters, town , 
employees, laborers and coachmen. James Seamans, a grocer and lo c a l 
entrepreneur i n Brookline Village a f t e r the C i v i l War, b u i l t houses and 
barns throughout these two periods. He l i v e d on Cypress Street, b u i l t 
256 Washington Street i n 1888 to replace a smaller wooden store, and 
constructed stables, bams, and storehouses on White Place to store 
hay and grain f o r his delivery wagon horses and goods to be sold i n 
his store. The renters of the houses which he b u i l t on White Place ' " 
included a coachman, hostler, blacksmith, and sheet i r o n workeif. 

X'Jhen the three deckers were b u i l t between 1890 and 1905, t h e i r owners 
covered a range of occupations, from mason and plasterer to a town 
laborer and from a pharmacist to a laundry owner. A random s'aaiipling 
of the renters', occupations i n lo c a l directories revealed a meat cutter, 
teamster, laborer, n i c k e l p l a t e r , j a n i t o r , lineman, and gardener. 

During the l a t e r decades of the 19th century, greater longevity f o r 
ownership became evident, with some houses being kept i n the sarae 
family for several generations. In another s i t u a t i o n , a property 
owner b u i l t a house across the .street from the house i n which he had 
grown up . ,̂ 

Not long ago, White Place was threatened with demolition through urban 
renewal. Obviously the plan was defeated, and over the past 10 to 
15 years, i t has been replaced with one involving renovation, rehabila-
t a t i o n , and i n some cases, restoration. In addition to the maintenance 
and improved condition of many of the buildings, the other noticeable 
aspect i n a physical assessment of White Place i s the int e r e s t i n 
landscaping and gardening. The s t a b i l i z a t i o n of thispeighborhood i s 
due to a number of factor s , including the increasing niamber of owner-
occupied homes; two income famil i e s ; and a growing i n t e r e s t i n l i v i n g 
i n and rehabbing older homes. Such s t a b i l i z a t i o n i s r e f l e c t e d i n the 
upkeep of the buildings? the emerging popularity of t h i s s t r e e t , a 
neighborhood i n i t s e l f ; and a growing sense of i d e n t i t y and pride. 

White Place meets NR c r i t e r i a A and C, being a unique neighborhood of 
mid 19th century vernacular architecture and workershousing which 
developed in response to the emerging importance of Brookline Village " 
as the town's major commercial and c i v i c center. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



WHITE PLACE DISTRICT - AREA L 

MAP # ADDRESS DATE ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER STATUS* 

L-1 9 White Pl. 1866 D .D. Adams C 

L-2 10 White Pl. c.1833 - Isaac Thayer c 

11 White Pl. 1860-1 . D .W. Phelps c 

12 White Pl. 1897 Cantral1 J . Shea c 

13-15 White Pl. 1862 - 0 .B. Delano c 

L-3 14 White Pl. C.1835 k - •:' . • ~ Isaac Thayer • c 

L-4 16 White Pl. c.1835 ' - Isaac Thayer t -
L-5 17 White Pl. 1857 Follen (?) C . Follen e 

L-6 20 White Pl. 17th cAk - ? • " • . • -
L-7 21-3 White Pl. 1855 Follen (?) C Follen €• 
L-8 24 W^ite Pl. by 1854 ? C 

25 White Pl. 1857-

•: '•-
R A. Chace -•e . 

L-9 26 White Pl. C.1833 (?) ' • . •^y A B. Smyth € 
27 White Pl. 1857 v !. ... 

_ : i -
ff . ~. • • '• 

J 0. Libbey 

28 White Pl. 1891-2 ;. f f . • R Stanfield 

31 White Pl. 1871 - P McAroy »- c 

L-lG 33 White Pl. 1857-8 J D. Long e 

34 White Pl. 1890 
} 

• V. \ ., R Graham c 

35 White Pl. 1898 D.J. Sullivan Canty c 

37 White Pl. 1901-2 
• - --xl'^- --A 

J F. Hayes c 

L-11 38 White Pl. 1891 B.W. Nealaal':;^ John Cook - c 

40 White Pl. 1890 ^ B.W. Nealaal John Cook c 
41-3 White Pl. 1905 ' . • J. F. Hayes c 

L-12 44 White Pl. 1884-8 - J. M. Seamans c 

L-13 45 White Pl. 1861 - J.M. Seamans c 

47 White Pl. 1871 ' • ; J.M. Seamans c 

* C - Contributing Property; NC - Non-Contributing Property 



WHITE PLACE DISTRICT - AREA L 
PAGE 2 

MAP# ADDRESS DATE ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER STATUS 

49 White P l . 1871 - J . ^ Seamans :,- C 

50-2 White P l . 1920;25 Gerard T. Driscoll G. D r i s c o l l NC 

51 White P l . 1871 R. Hicks C 

L - 14 53 White P l . 1877 J . Seamans c 

54 White P l . 1860-1 

, '• - ̂ . 
J . Seamans NC 

L - 15 55 White P l . 1871 "~ ... fi-- •'"• • J . Seamans ' c • 
L - 16 61 White P l . 1863 

' ' '. ' • 
P . Mealey .- . 

62 White P l . 1858 E. Mealey 

L - 17 64 White P l . 1894 Untersee T. McMahon 

L - 18 72 White P l . 1874-84 - E. Emerson 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
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Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
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UTM References 
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• Maps 
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