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The Merrill's Wharf Historic District consist of just \inder oneacre on t he
New Bedf ord Waterfront andcontains t hesteamship Authority Pier, the Coal
Pocket Pier, theunaltered portion of Merrill's wharf, andthe Merrill"s
Wharf Building. TheWharf Building i salso known as t he Bourne Counting
House, and t heDurant Sail Loft. Thewaterfront areas t othe north and
south contain numerous wharfs andstructures siabstantially altered or of
nore recent construction. Tothe west of thehistoric district, i s the
South Termnal Urban Renewal area which includes open |and and new con-
struction.

The three piers retain their original wooden pilings andwooden plank sur-
facing. The coal Pocket Pier (#1) was built i nthe 1850's as a whaling pier
for captain Merrill's operations. The Steanship Authority Pier (#2) was
built i n 1838.

The Merrill's Wharf Building (#3)i sathree story, rectangular loft struc-
ture. The masonry walls arerandon ashlar granite from a Fall River quarry.
The roof i s aslight angled ridge roof with box cornice anda slight gable
on thefacade. Thefacade i sfive bays wide. The center bay has doiibled
sash at t hesecond floor and a door for hoist |loading at thethird. En-
trances on theground floor arelocated i nthecentral bay andthe first
northern bay. The fewremaining sash arefragments of 6/6. The side ele-
vations aredivided into four sections, each three bays wi de. The second
andthird sections aredivided by ablind baywith aentry ont heground
floor. The ground floor of each section i sconposed of anentry i n the

m ddl e bay, flanked by windows i nt heside bays. The second floor of the
first andfourth sections are ccnposed of windows i neach bay. Thethird
floor of these sections i srelieved by a single window opening i nthe mddle
bay. The second floor of t hesecond andthird sections has a |arge opening
in thecentral bay for hoist loading flanked by wi ndow openings i nt he side
bays. This i srepeated at thethird floor of these sections. The |arge
opening of thethird section second floor has been replaced by a three sided
oriel. There aresix interior brick chimeys.

The Merrill's Varf Building was built i n1847-48 andoriginally stood 3h
stories with aridge roof with cupola andfull gables with |oading doors on
the facade andrear elevation. This attic loft floor was renoved after a
fire 1 n1926. During reconstruction a new 12" square hard pine beamwas
installed and several floor joists damaged by fire were replaced. Original
fenestration was 6/ 6.

The structure was damaged by fire i n1974 with attendant damage t ot he in-
terior androof. Mst of the wi ndow sashes were also destroyed. The first
floor has been secured, but t heupper floors areexposed t ot heelements.

The property is presently owned by t he New Bedf ord Redevel opment Aut hority.
The Authority hopes t osell theproperty t oa developer whowill restore
the attic loft floor.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Merrill's Wharf Historic District i ssignificant astheonly remaining
iinaltered portion of NewBedford's waterfront. Thestructureswere all
built during thefirst half of thel9thcentury during NewBedford' s pros-
perity as awhaling center.

The property was originally owed by the Rotch famly, whosold i tt o Cap-
tain Edward Merrill i n1837. Hebuilt the counting house (3) and two of
the piers for hi sowwhaling business. TheMerrill famly owied the pro-
perty until 1905. | n 1848, Edward Bourne established hi swhaling business
here. Bourne eventually owned nore whaling ships than any other ship owner
in NewEngland. Hiscounting house office interior was left intact for
thirty-six years, according tohisfamly'swishes, andafter surviving
the fire of 1926 was noved t ot he \Whal i ng Miseum

In 1925, Gilkey, Durant and Conpany started their sail making business
here where i tremained until 1968. .

The Coal Pocket Pier (#1) wasoriginally built i n thel1l850's as a whaling
pier for Captain Merrill's business. | twas later known as the Lunber
Wharf and t he School Street Wharf. Wen i t was |ater used as an unl oading
site forcoal fortheutility conpany, i tcane t obeknown by its present
name. | ti snowused by thecity's lobster boats.

The Steanship Authority Pier (#2)washbhuilt i n1838 andwas the debarking
point for boats totheisland for well over a hundred years. | nthe 1950's
the Steanmship Authority noved t oVWods Hole. The pier i spresently used

by |obstermen.
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27 My 1977

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration Branch

Nat i onal Register of Historic Pl aces

O fice of Archeology and Historic Preservat”
National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:
Encl osed pl ease find nomnation forns for thefollow ng properties:

1. New Bedford: Merrill's Wharf Historic District
2. Pittsfield: AdCentral Fire Station
3. Taunton: Church Geen Historic District

These properties have al| been voted and reAdewed by t he State Revi ewBoard
and signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Anadon.
S nop«l yYour s,

Patricia L. Vsl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion

encs.
PLWjro
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Al'so Notified

Eon. Edward W Brooke State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Edward M Kennedy Ms. Elizabeth R Amradon
Hon. Paul Tsongas Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hon. Gerry E Studds Historical Cocn sslon
Hon. Thomas P. O Neill, Jr. 294 Washi ngton Street
M. David F. Hal es, Deputy Assistant Boston, Massacliusetts 02108

for Fish and Wldlife and ParKs
M. F. Ross Holl and, Chief, Cultural
Resour ce Managenent

Regi onal Director, North Atlantic Region






