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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The M e r r i l l ' s Wharf Historic D i s t r i c t consist of j u s t \inder one acre on the 
New Bedford Waterfront and contains the steamship Authority Pier, the Coal 
Pocket Pier, the unaltered portion of M e r r i l l ' s wharf, and the M e r r i l l ' s 
Wharf Building. The Wharf Building i s also known as the Bourne Counting 
House, and the Durant Sa i l L o f t . The waterfront areas to the north and 
south contain numerous wharfs and structures siabstantially altered or of 
more recent construction. To the west of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , i s the 
South Terminal Urban Renewal area which includes open land and new con­
st r u c t i o n . 

The three piers r e t a i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l wooden p i l i n g s and wooden plank sur­
facing. The coal Pocket Pier (#1) was b u i l t i n the 1850's as a whaling pier 
for captain M e r r i l l ' s operations. The Steamship Authority Pier (#2) was 
b u i l t i n 1838. 

The M e r r i l l ' s Wharf Building (#3) i s a three story, rectangular l o f t struc­
ture. The masonry walls are ramdon ashlar granite from a F a l l River quarry. 
The roof i s a s l i g h t angled ridge roof with box cornice and a s l i g h t gable 
on the facade. The facade i s f i v e bays wide. The center bay has doiibled 
sash at the second f l o o r and a door for hoist loading at the t h i r d . En­
trances on the ground f l o o r are located i n the central bay and the f i r s t 
northern bay. The few remaining sash are fragments of 6/6. The side ele-

// vations are divided in t o four sections, each three bays wide. The second 
^ and t h i r d sections are divided by a blind bay with a entry on the ground 

f l o o r . The ground f l o o r of each section i s composed of an entry i n the 
middle bay, flanked by windows i n the side bays. The second f l o o r of the 
f i r s t and fourth sections are ccmposed of windows i n each bay. The t h i r d 
f l o o r of these sections i s relieved by a single window opening i n the middle 
bay. The second f l o o r of the second and t h i r d sections has a large opening 
i n the central bay for hoist loading flanked by window openings i n the side 
bays. This i s repeated at the t h i r d f l o o r of these sections. The large 
opening of the t h i r d section second f l o o r has been replaced by a three sided 
o r i e l . There are six i n t e r i o r b r i c k chimneys. 

The M e r r i l l ' s Wharf Building was b u i l t i n 1847-48 and o r i g i n a l l y stood 3h 
stories with a ridge roof with cupola and f u l l gables with loading doors on 
the facade and rear elevation. This a t t i c l o f t f l o o r was removed after a 
f i r e i n 1926. During reconstruction a new 12" square hard pine beam was 
in s t a l l e d and several f l o o r j o i s t s damaged by f i r e were replaced. Original 
fenestration was 6/6. 

' The structure was damaged by f i r e i n 1974 with attendant damage to the i n ­
t e r i o r and roof. Most of the window sashes were also destroyed. The f i r s t 
f l o o r has been secured, but the upper floors are exposed to the elements. 

The property i s presently owned by the New Bedford Redevelopment Authority. 
The Authority hopes to s e l l the property to a developer who w i l l restore 
the a t t i c l o f t f l o o r . 
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The M e r r i l l ' s Wharf Historic D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the only remaining 
iinaltered portion of New Bedford's waterfront. The structures were a l l 
b u i l t during the f i r s t half of the 19th century during New Bedford's pros­
p e r i t y as a whaling center. 

The property was o r i g i n a l l y owned by the Rotch family, who sold i t t o Cap­
t a i n Edward M e r r i l l i n 1837. He b u i l t the counting house (3) and two of 
the piers for his own whaling business. The M e r r i l l family owned the pro­
perty u n t i l 1905. In 1848, Edward Bourne established his whaling business 
here. Bourne eventually owned more whaling ships than any other ship owner 
in New England. His counting house o f f i c e i n t e r i o r was l e f t i n t a c t for 
t h i r t y - s i x years, according t o his family's wishes, and aft e r surviving 
the f i r e of 1926 was moved to the Whaling Museum. 

In 1925, Gilkey, Durant and Company started t h e i r s a i l making business 
here where i t remained u n t i l 1968. . 

The Coal Pocket Pier (#1) was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n the 1850's as a whaling 
pier for Captain M e r r i l l ' s business. I t was later known as the Lumber 
Wharf and the School Street Wharf. When i t was lat e r used as an unloading 
s i t e f o r coal for the u t i l i t y company, i t came to be known by i t s present 
name. I t i s now used by the c i t y ' s lobster boats. 

The Steamship Authority Pier (#2) was b u i l t i n 183 8 and was the debarking 
point for boats t o the island f o r w e l l over a hundred years. I n the 1950's 
the Steamship Authority moved to Woods Hole. The pier i s presently used 
by lobstermen. 

V •. M • 
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P A U L GUZZI 

/ / / 

27 May 1977 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register o£ Historic Places 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservat^ 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please find nomination forms for the following properties: 

1. New Bedford: Merrill's Wharf Historic District 
2. Pittsfield: Old Central Fire Station 
3. Taunton: Church Green Historic District 

These properties have a l l been voted and reAdewed by the State Review Board 
and signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Amadon. 

Sinop«lyYours, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

encs. 
PLW/jro 
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Mr. F. Ross Holland, Chief, Cultural 
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Regional Director, North Atlantic Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
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