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The Holy Family Cathedral Block is a city block in
downtown: Tulsa. The block is comprised of four re-
lated buildings and a parking area. Three of the
buildings are architecturally noteworthy. Holy

Family Cathedral, with its adjoining rectory (122 Ww.

8th St.), is of outstanding architectural significance.
Holy Family School (820 S. Boulder Avenue) is compatible
in style, materials, and color. The Catholic Center
(824 S. Boulder Avenue), the fourth structure on the
block, is the only non-conforming building.

The block is part of a larger Cathedral Square area

which is significant for its concentration of several

fine examples of ecclesiastical architecture within

the Central Business District. The buildings, dating

from 1912 to 1926, are compatible in scale, materials,

and colors. The spires, domes, and monumental facades

of the cathedral, a former synagogue and several churches
are the most striking architectural elements in this area.
The small city-owned Cathedral Square park, with its fountain
and wrought iron benches, further unifies the area, by

its name and age as well as its location. The individual
structures in the Cathedral Square area possess integrity
and the visual impact of the streetscape makes the area
significant. -Viewed from the south, the warm colors and
pleasing shapes of the cathedral's roof and spires contrast
well with the stark, modern Cities Service Building.

The cathedral's masonry load bearing walls and steel framed
spires are faced with stone and brick. The cathedral is
200 feet long, 74 feet wide a* the nave, and 94 feet wide
at the transept. The cathedral has three spires, each
representing a member of the Holy Family. The 251 feet
tall main spire is faced with four large clocks. The

cathedral has 163 windows; most are of stained glass.
Stained glass windows from the original Holy Family Church

(demolished) were removed and placed in basement windows
of the cathedral. The cathedral has one of the largest
Gothic altars in the nation.

The school's dimensions are 104 by 125 feet. It was built
to accomodate 700 pupils.

See Continuation Sheet Ttem 7 Page 1.
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7. DESCRIPTION (Cont.):

Alterations to the cathedral have not compremised its
integrity. Orginal slate roof shingles were replaced
with aluminum shingles. A fire in the main spire in the

1940s destroyed the slate.

by a fire in 1973 were replaced with glass doors. Three
concrete stairways at the east elevation entry have been
removed and replaced with cpen steps and ramp for the
handicapped.

Two
use
the
and

floors of Holy Family School are being converted for
as diocesan offices. When the conversion is complete
Catholic Center will be demolished and the site paved
landscaped for additional parking.

Wooden main entry doors destroyed
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Holy Family Cathedral
Tulsa, Tulsa County
Oktahoma

The Catholic Center was not a part of the cathedral. It has been demolished,
and the space where it stood is now used for parking.

The center is thus excluded from the nomination.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Holy Family Cathedral, Rectory and School are historic-
ally as well as architecturally significant. The Catholic
Center 1s neither architecturally compatible nor historic-
ally significant. Holy Family Cathedral is listed individ-
ually in thec Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory. The Holy Family
Cathedral Block entire is listed in the Oklahoma Landmarks
Inventory as part of a larger Cathedral Square District.
The churches in the Cathedral Square District remain strong
institutions despite the tendency of large congregations

in the central business districts of other cities to abandon
their inner city churches for suburban locations. Tulsa's
in town congregations have remained and prospered and con-
tribute to the stability of the Central Business District.

In 1895, Oklahoma's first Catholic bishop obtained permission
from Legus Perryman, chief of the Creek Indians, to build

a church. The first Holy Family Church (now demolished)

was built on the block between Third and Fourth Streets

and Elgin and Franklin Avenues in 1899; it was doubled

in size in 1908. Ground was broken for the present church

on May 23, 1912. The building was completed in April, 1914.
In June, 1919, the rectory was begun, and in July, 1919,

the school building was started.

The dedication of Holy Family Church was preceeded by a
grand parade which was pronounced the finest event ever
held in the city. A contemporary testimonial to the
church's place in the hearts of Tulsans read, "Thus was
completed the Tri-Spired Gem, the Holy Family Church of
Tulsa, The City's Pride, The Catholic's Boon, The House

of God and of Blessings to All." After the successful
"Whirlwind Campaign' of May 16-23, 1916, raised $100, 000G,
newspapers stated "Holy Family Parish never fails and Tulsa
always makes good." Holy Family Cathedral (originally Holy
Family Chruch) was the first church of its size to be

built in Oklahoma. The church was the tallest building

See Continuation Sheet 1iom 8 page 1
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (Cont.):

in Tulsa and remained so until the construction of
the Mayo Hotel in 1923. The cathedral is still cne
of Tulsa's best known landmarks.

The Chruch's construction corresponded to the period
of rapid growth and development in Tulsa follcwing

the discovery of o0il in surrounding areas. The early
congregation included oilmen such as Harry F. Sinclair
and Joseph L. LaFortune. Between 1905 and 1917 Holy
Family parish grew from 165 to 4,000 parishioners.
Msgr. John Heiring, third pastor of Holy Family, was
instrumental in establishing Tulsa's St. John's
Hospital; and during the devastating race riot of
1921, the Church basement was used as a shelter for
some two hundred women and children., Holy Family
Church was named co-cathedral of the Diocese of

Tulsa and Oklahoma City in 1931. Holy Family became

a see church when the Diocese of Tulsa was established
on December 19, 1972.

Money for building St. Theresa's Institute {(predecessor
to Holy Family School) came in 1899 from Mother M,
Katherine Drexel, heiress to the Drexel banking

fortune of Philadelphia. The contribution was for "the
erection of a school in Tulsa, Indian Territory, to be
used for the benefit of Indian and Colored People of
the Territory of Oklahoma and Indian Territory." Holy
Family School began admitting children of all races in
1909. According to C.B. Douglas's The History of Tulsa,
Oklahoma (1921), "The school embraces in its courses
grammar grades, high school and business courses; also,

voice culture, singing, and art painting." Holy Family
School's penthouse was not a luxury, but a necessity for
teaching sisters who were a semi-cloistered order. Two

roof gardens provided a private place for outdoor re-
creation, including winter snowball fights.

(See Continuation Sheet Item 8 Page 2.)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (Cont.):

Holy Family Cathedral and School have had a profound
effect upon the growth and development of Tulsa and

of Oklahoma. The rectory has been the home of priests
who were numbered among the city's most influential
boosters. More than ten Tulsa parishes were established
from Holy Family. These became centers for further
community development. Nine missions were established in
other Oklahoma towns from Holy Family. These led to further
Catholic migration into and within the state and to the
establishment of additional parishes. The Holy Family
Cathedral Block is a reminder of the boundless con-
fidence in the city's future shared by all Tulsans in

the o0il boom years.
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Holy Family Cathedral
Tulsa, Tulsa County
Oklahoma

The Holy Family Cathedral is of architectural significance. It achieves

this significance in that it is the only structure within the City of Tulsa
of this style.

The cathedral is one of the most noted landmarks in the city. The mem-
bers of the congregation, as well as other citizens of Tulsa, point to
the cathedral with pride. There is much interest in the preservation
of this architecturally significant structure.
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