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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Historic American Buildings Survey data-report describes 
Immanuel Church as "asymmetrical in plan and elevations, picturesque in 
silhouette, rich and ̂ varied in color, texture, materials, and ornament" and 
notes that the building is, on the exterior, an excellent example of the 
High Victorian Gothic style.

The church stands on the east side of North Astor Street, a few 
blocks north and east of downtown Milwaukee. Viewed from the west, its 
plan takes the shape of the upper case Greek letter gamma, the north wing, 
oriented east-west, composing the "vertical," the south wing, oriented 
north-south, the "horizontal." At the northwest and southwest corners of 
the north wing are towers. Between the towers is the main entrance, with 
three arched portals opening onto a recessed porch which gives access to 
both towers and to the broad vestibule that extends the length of the north 
wing. Three sets of double doors on the south side of the vestibule open 
into the church proper, which occupies the south wing. On the north side 
of the vestibule are the chapel and parlor, at the east end a stairway 
connecting basement, first, and second stories. The second floor of the 
north wing contains a kitchen, assembly room, and brides' room. Steeply 
pitched intersecting gabled roofs crown the composition.

The walls are rajndom ashlar, rock-faced cream-gray Wauwatosa lime­ 
stone trimmed about the openings and in belt courses with red-orange and 
warm gray sandstone. Polished red granite columns flank the entrance portals 
which are fitted with intricate wrought iron gates, and multi-colored tiles 
cover the floor of the recessed porch. The shed dormers of the clerestory 
windows, the north gable end, and an oriel on the east elevation all have 
red shingle siding. The roofing is blue-gray slate.

The exterior just described is essentially as designed by Edward 
Townsend Mix in the early 1870s, the only major change having been con­ 
struction of an addition at the south end of the south wing—to enlarge the 
chancel—in 1957-58. On the interior the church has been substantially 
altered, largely as a result of the fire that swept through the building in 
December 1887, gutting the south wing and damaging portions of the north 
wing. When the auditorium was rebuilt in 1888-89, no attempt was made to 
duplicate the original interior, which had been as bold and colorful as 
the exterior. The new design, which, in the main, survives to the present, 
was considerably less elaborate, lacking the nave arcade, vaulted aisle, and 
sumptuous ornament of its predecessor. As indicated, the chancel was ex­ 
tended in the 1950s, and at this time new pews and pulpit were installed, 
the 19th century woodwork bleached to match the new furnishings, and other 
redecoration carried out.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Designated as a Milwaukee Landmark in 1969 and recorded for the 
Historic American Buildings Survey in 1970-71, Lnmanuel Presbyterian 
Church is, on the exterior, Milwaukee's prime example of the bold, 
eclectic High Victorian Gothic style. It was built for a congregation 
established in 1870 through the merger of First Presbyterian Church 
and North Presbyterian Church. And it was designed by the city's 
leading architect of the period—Edward Townsend Mix.
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