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1. Name
historic Wonison-Shipton Building (Preferred)

and/or common Wollison Block

2. Location

street & number 142-156 North StlJ«e*- N/A ot for publication
city, town Pittsfield N/A vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Berkshire code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
X buiiding(?0 X private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/A in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered _X_ yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military A other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mr, Robert F. Hatch

street & number P.O. Box 373, Lenox Road

city,town West Stockbridge N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Middle Berkshire Registry of Deeds

street & number Bak Rw

city, town Pittsfield state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets

title of the Commonwealth #2001 has this property been determined eligible? yes JIL- no
Pittsfield 01 -2001

date 1978 federal ~ state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston state MBSSachusetts



7. Description vgliison - Shipton Bldg., 142-156 North St., Pittsfield, M

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site
good ruins A altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Wl lison-Shipton Building is |ocated on an 85 x 2000 | ot on the east side of North
Street (142-156 North Street), in the block bounded northerly on Eagle Street and southerly
on Fenn Street and East by Fenne Avenue in the heart of Pittsfield s business district.
Abutted toit oneither side are20th century comercial buildings of simlar scale.

The original front, main section of the building, built in 1887, has a rectangular plan
measuring 85 wde and 1000 deep. The central portionrises four storeys or 65 and i s
flanked by two three storey wings. |t is constructed of Philadel phia pressed brick trinmed
with hewn dark freestone. The facade i s symetrical and has a snooth surface appearance
with mnimal decorative features. The central block consists of a slightly projecting

three storey central entrance bay flanked on the first floor by plate glass store fronts

and on the second and third floors by tightly sPaced trios of 2/1 double hung sash

w ndows with freestone lintels andsills. The tourth floor is narked by a rowof eight
round- headed w ndows, also 2/1, The hipped roof is sheathed with original slate shingles.
Adelicate cast iron balustrade enphasizes the roofline.. The two flankingwng facades are
i dentical, consisting of plate glass store fronts on the first floor and evenly spaced pairs
of 2/1 doubl e hung sash w ndows on the second and third floors. Freestone trimis restricted
to the store fronts and upper storei/] lintels. Oiginal copper downspouts outlinethe flanking
wings' rooflinesand the edges of the central block. The only exterior alterations that

have occurred tothe facade are the renoval of three small attic dorners about 1900. Asa
result the wing roofs aresheathed with asphalt shingles. At the rear of the building, a
three fé&r)ey brick commercial warehouse additionwth a center entry and court was added
circa :

The Wl [ison-Shipton Building incorporated a patented cellular steel fire-proof flooring
invented by M. Wlson, built by the Cincinnati Corrugating Gonpany, and used here for the
first time inthe east. The building,in additiontoitsfire proof construction, utilized
the nmost nodern features includinglarge plate glass w ndow storefrontswhich were rare at
the tine, skylights and an "Qis Brother Inproved elevator" from the second floor up.

The total cost of construction was $35,000. Originally, the first floor was divided into
four stores each 1000 x 20° connected in the rear. The second floor was divided intotwo
equal apartnents, one of which originally housed Pittsfield' s WNMA Accounts of the Y\NIA
openi ng on Thursday,, April 12, 1883,indicate that the suite left of the nmain staircase
contained anoffice for the general secretary, a parlor, reading room a hall, and gynmasi um
These roons renain even today. |t also nentions elaborate wallpaper, tinting, carpets,
open _f|ref3| aces, pictures and rich brass chandeliers (likely gas). The original woodwork
and fireplace tiles remain. The third floor was conprised of four spaces simlar to the
first floor, and the fourth contained a large meeting hall and a photographic studio.

Since a snoky fire in Mrch of 1980, the buildingis being restored by itspresent owner.
Extensive efrorts were nade t oretain all interior woodwork, fireplaces, w ndows, and

sal vageable pressed iron ceilings. The original office space |ayout renains viable wthout
major alterations. Eventoday, | tstands as atribute to H Neil WIsons original design.



8. Significance WoUison-Shipton Bldg. 142-156 North St., Pittsfield, MA

Period Areas ef Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion

1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science

1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture

1600-1699 architecture education military social/

1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian

1800-1899 _ 2L commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)

Specific dates 1887, completed 4/1888Builder/Architect H. Neil Wilson (1855-1926)

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Builder: DC Minyan; Mason: George D Foote; Heating System Robbins, Gamell & .

The Wl | ison- Shi Pton Building retains integrity of location, design, setting, mterials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling and association. [tisamjor local exanple of Victorian comnercial
architecture and incorBorates' many innovative decorative and structural features as
testimony tothe collaboration between the owners/financers, Wllisons, Interior Decorators,
and the arcnitect, Henry Neil Wlson. |tisthe only conmercial building designed by this
promnent madwestern and local architect to' have been bui 11 in Pittsfield, Inadditionto
the Wl lison's decorating firm the building has housed a variety of businesses and the
first Pittsfield YA The Wl lison-Shipton building thus neets criterionA and C of the
National Register of Historic Places.

Riben D Wllison and his son Herbert S Wollison, both well known nerchants and real
estate owners, built the Wllison-Shipton Block at what was then known as 74 North Street
in 1887-1888. The Pittsfield Acadeny of Misic, built 1878-9 and burned 1912, and t he
Vol | ison Block becane the najor features of the east side of North Street inthe |ast
quarter of the 19th century.

Ruben, a paper nanger oy trade, cane toPittsfield in 1848 from Vall ey Forge, Pennsylvani a.
He establ i shed hinmself 1 nthe painting and interior decorating business which he carried

on for over forty years andretired fromactive business in 1887. Ruben married the
daughter of Abner Stevens, a Pittsfield store keeper and drumnaker, August 1, 1852.

Herbert S Wllison entered his father's business as ayoung nan and | ater spent two years
with adecorating firmin Nw York Citr. He returned toPittsfield in 1889 opening a

sal esroom on the second floor of the Block. As business increased, he expanded to astore
on the ground floor as well. He enﬂl_ oyed about 40 nen, in season, painting and paper

hanging in nany of the [arger Berkshire estates. He stocked shades, matting, and picture
franes as well as wal | paper and ,oa| nts. Socially, Herbert \WWllison belonged to nany of the
sane organi zations as H Neil Wison, his architect. Both were Vestrynen of St. Sephen's
Epi scopal Church and nenbers of the Berkshire Gnmandry of the Knights Tenplar.

Sone of M, Wllison's tenants inthe building were M. SS Weel er, a photographer,
located in the studioon the fourth floor; FEC Kiptland, anelectrician in Room4, wo
specialized in annunciators, bells, speaking tubes, gas |ights and tel ephone and tel egraph
equi prent; HP Lucas, wo dealt inagricultural supplies on the north end of the building;
anEJj K ngnan and Lovel ess, wo sold Seinvtay Pianos and nusic from the store on the south
end.

Henry Neil WIson was the son of architect Janes Keys Wlson of Cincinnati, Chio. Theelder
WIlson graduated fromthe Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris and becane a partner in the
architectural firmof Wlter &WIson inCincinnati. He was noted for his Gthic Revival
designs. H Neil WIson was born in Gendale, Himlton County, Chio, near C ncinnati on
My 1, 1855. He followed his father's interests andjoined the firmin 1873. In 1879 he

M =ont i nued)



9. Major Bibliographical References
Bi ographi cal Review of Berkshire County, Henry Neil WIson, p.314

"Pittstield Sun, April 19, 1888, p.|, February 2, 1888.
Pittsfield Historical Survey.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 14,148 sq. ft.

Quadrangle name Pittsfield West, 1973 Quadrangle scale 1:25,00P
UMT References
A1 |81 |6]|4i3]|6,4 |4] |4 70[L]0]6 0 JoLL Ll
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cUJ 1.1 ee] e | DLJ |
E Jllel |1l J L JL Fo1
G J oL H el | L TTITTITITI
Verbal boundary description and justification
Book 1048-768, 769, 770, #237520 (continued)
List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state N/ A code county code
state N/A code county code

11. Form Prepared By

virginia H Adans, Program Assistant, Massachusetts Historical Gommssion, wtH

nameftile JaABS N Parrish, Historic Preservation Planner, Berkshire Gounty Regional Planni ny
Commi ssion

organization Mass, Historical Commission date July 1982

street & number 294 VMshington Street telephone  (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state  Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the stateis:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service,

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title  Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Conmssion date A1 mM-X-

For NPS use only

| hereby certify that this property is included inthe National Register
Entered I n the

Vit I nnnl Rl glatar

Keeper of the National Regist®

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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founded his omn business inthe groning city of Mnneapolis, Mnnesota.

He was brought toPittsfield in 1885 to supervise the construction of a residence he had
designed for WlliamRussell Allen, better known as the Allen House on East Housatonic
Street (NR, Wilson settled there, opening an office in the Berkshire Life Insurance
bui | di n% at 3 North Street, Roons 26 and 27. Before his death in 1926, he designed over
thirty buildings inthe region, alarge nuner of which survive today. The Wl lison
famly worked closely with Wlson on sone of his najor residential designs, including
" Shadowbr ook (1892-1894), the residence of Anson Phel ps Stokes and the |argest of the
great Berkshire estates. It was later owed and used as a sunmer hone by Andrew Carnegie
and was destroyed by fire in 1956. Major surviving buildings designed by WIlson include
the Red Lion Inn in Stockbridge (1892); the Dalton Town Hall and Library; the Berkshire
%rlnty Hone for Aged Vanen, Pittsfield; and the State Normal School now North Adans State
ege.

Wse of the Wl lison-Shipton Building as conmercial and office space has continued uninter-
rupted tothe present day. |t becane known as the Shipton Building wien the Shipton Realty
G, took ovlengv\nersmp Inthe early 19th century. They sold the building tothe present
owners in :

Qurrent restoration isdesigned toretain the building's architectural integrity as far as
possible under the direction of Terry Hallock, architect.
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Beginning at a point inthe westerly sideline of the town way known as Renne Avenue, said
pornt being thenortheast corner of a parcel of [and conveyed by Qynpia Theatres, | nc,
to Ve¢stern Miss, Theatres, Inc, dated Cctober 10, 1935 and recorded i nthe Berkshire
Mddle District Registry of Deeds in Book 475, 58, said point is further described as
bei n% t henortheast corner of the brick building known as t he "Palace Theatre", and i s
further described as being thesoutheast corner of the premses herein conveyed,

running thence North 81 de?rees 25 mnutes 48 seconds Vést al ong t he seam between t he
"Shipton Building", so-called, and t he "Palace Theatre Building" and being also alongthe
north line of land conveyed tosaid Wstern Miss. Theatres, Inc., a distance of 201,93
feet toa point inthe easterly sideline of North Street, said point being further
described as being North 81 degrees 25 mnutes 48 seconds Vst a distance of 0,04 feet
from the northwest brick corner of the said "Palace Theatre Building";

running thence North 09 degrees 55 mnutes 59 seconds East along the easterly sideline of
said North Street and along the brick face of the said "Shi Btpn Bui I di n%" a distance of
85,02 feet toa point, which point is further described as being North 81 degrees 25
mnutes 11 seconds Vést a distance of 0,34 feet fromthe southwest corner of the brick
building known as the "M |ler Building";

running thence South 81 degrees 25 mnutes 11 seconds East along thesoutherly |ine of

| and conveyed by Rchard B Shu)t on toFl oyd Passardi et ux by deed dated July 29, 1977,
and recorded i nthe Berkshire Mddle District Registry of Deeds in Book 992, Page 347, and
along the seam between the "M |ler Building", so-called, and thesaid "Shipton Building"

a distance of 80,24 feet toa brick corner of said "MIler Building";

running thence South 82 degrees 18 mnutes 43 seconds East along thesoutherly |ine of
land of said Hoyd Passardi et ux and along the north face of the said "Shipton Building",
so-cal led, a distance of 20.20 feet toa brick corner of the said building;

running thence South 81 degrees 33 mnutes 40 seconds East along thesouth [ine of |and
conveyed tothesaid Floyd Passardi et ux and along thenorth face of the said "Shipton
Bui I ding" adistance of 100.13 feet toa point inthe westerly line of Renne Avenue, said
point being further described as being South 81 degrees 33 mnutes 40 seconds East a
distance of 0.15 feet from thenortheast brick corner of the said "Shipton Building";

running thence South 09 degrees 00 mnutes 30 seconds Vést along thesaid westerly sideline
of Renne Avenue a distance of 85.52 feet tothepoint and place of beginning.

The above-described parcel of land contains 17,148 square feet and i s t he parcel of [and
conveyed by L. Locke Larkin Trust to Robert F Hatch and Suzanne Hatch by deed dat ed
February 11, 1980, and recorded in the Berkshire Mddle District Registry of Deeds i n Book
1030, Page 136.

The above-described premses arefurther shoawn on a plan entitled "Survey of Land i nPitts-
field Mss., Prepared for Shipton Devel opnent .", Scale r'=20', dated July 16, 1981,
Dennis G Drunm RS which plan i s recorded inthe Berkshire Mddle District Registry of
Deeds in Draver D37,

(P ease also refer toattached assessor's nap)
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
liiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HISTORICAL Boston, Massachusetts

02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

August 24, 1982

Mr. Jerry Rogers

Keeper, National Register of Historic Places
National Park Sen,dce

Department of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20243

Deaxr Mr. Rogers:
Encl osed you wi || find thefollowng nomnation forns:

Adans - Phillips Vaolen Mill (local)

Adans - RenfrewM || #2 (local)

Bel chertown - WMl ker Collis House (Iocal)
Hidson - Col. Adel bert Mbssnan House (local)
Lenox - Lenox Acadeny (state)

Lenox - The"ChurchontheHill" (local)

New Bedford - Dawson Building (Iocal)

NewMar | borou® - NewMarl borough Village Historic District (local)
North Andover - Machine Shop Village (state)
Pittsfield - Wllison- Shipton Building (local)
Rockport - Sewal | - Scripture House (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners were notifiedof
pending State Review Board considerations 30-75 days before the nmeeting

and were afforded the opportunitytocomment. QConments received t o date
are attached tothenomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Candece Jer
Registratioi TTDirector
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

Enclosures

CJrass



