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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 0ld Post Office and Customs House is a three and
a half story building consisting of a central block with
two wings. The building rests on brick piers with granite
bases. There are segmental arches between piers and cis-
terns in the basement. The wall construction is of red
brick laid in common bond. There is a brick and checker-
board pattern over three arches on the front and back
porches. On the front of the building in the peak of the
gable, there is a patterned terra cotta area in the center
of which is a plaque, also terra cotta, with an eagle and
foliate ornamentation in low relief.

The structural system of the building consists of
solid brick walls with timbered roof framing. Short
Romanesque columns, single and coupled, support arches of
the front and back porches. These columns are based on
granite blocks. Within the arches granite steps descend
to ground level. There are three brick chimneys with
stone trim, two on the south front and back and one on the
north, back.

Galleries exist behind the Romanesque arches on the
ground floor. Wings in the form of galleries have been
added to create additional office space. There are front
and back entrances only, each consisting of double wood
paneled doors with semi-circular heads. All windows are
wood framed and double-hung with brick mullions. The
windows have semi-circular heads that are covered with wood
and painted white. In some instances these were added as a
wartime blackout device. There are five unglazed slits
in the attic on the front.

The main entrance of the building, front to back, has
a pitched roof. The two side wings have hipped roofs with
upswept ends. All roofs are covered with metal shingles.
There are cornices and wide eaves. Wooden dormers are
located on the north and south hipped roofs and there are
small ventilating dormers on the main roof.

The building has a minimum of landscaping and it is
divided from the road by a wire fence. The fabric of the
building is in excellent condition. The 01d Post Office
is the purest example of the Romanesque Reyival style of
architecture and the finest example in the Florida Keys.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"A contract for the erection of the present building
was awarded December 15, 1888 and the building was completed
and occupied in the latter part of 1891, the cost of construc-
tion together with building and sea wall, being $107,955.96.
The building was used for the U.S. Customs House, Post Office|
Courthouse and Lighthouse Quarters." In September of 1932,
the New Federal Building was opened and the Customs House,
Post Office and U.S. Court were moved to this building. The
Lighthouse Department remained in the old building. On

December 15, 1932, the Secretaries of the Navy and the Depart-

ment of Commerce entered into an agreement by which the
building known as #1 and the former Naval Administration
Building were exchanged for the Lighthouse Quarters and the
01ld Post Office became known as the Naval Administration
Building or #91.

Designed by architect William Kgyr, whose work is noted
throughout Key West with particular &mphasis on the city's
municipal buildings, the 0ld Post Office is perhaps the
finest example of the Romanesque Revival style of architecture
in the state. .
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and/jstoric Preservation
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