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phase of a t t i c ; o r i g i n a l riven claoboards ' -
s t i l l in s i t u i n the peak of the gable DESCRIPTION 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Henfield House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , 
and workmanship i n the s u r v i v a l of i t s chamfered F i r s t Period frame, 
planked w a l l s , and e a r l y roof c o n s t r u c t i o n , maVting i t e l i g i b l e under 
c r i t e r i o n C. The o r i g i n a l gable-end clapboards preserved w i t h i n the 
present a t t i c repesent a rare s u r v i v a l of F i r s t Period e x t e r i o r 
f i n i s h . I n a d d i t i o n , because the frame of the e a r l i e s t s e c t i o n i s now 
boxed, i t has the p o t e n t i a l to y i e l d f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n about F i r s t 
Period b u i l d i n g p r a c t i c e s , making i t e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n D. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Henfield House i s a f i v e bay, 2 1/2 s t o r y c e n t r a l chimney s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h an i n t e g r a l rear lean-to r a i s e d i n the 20th century to a shed 
dormer. The o r i g i n a l (eastern) s e c t i o n was a h a l f house 2 1/2 s t o r i e s 
high w i t h a lean-to and a chimney to the l e f t (west). The west section 
was added some time i n the e a r l y 18th century. During the 20th 
century, a shed dormer was b u i l t on the sloping rear roof, and two one 
st o r y a d d i t i o n s were added on the east rear. The house i s clapboarded, 
w i t h a reconstructed cove cornice on the main facade and a Greek 

- Revival doorway. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The east side of the house e x h i b i t s ca. 1700 chamfers and the o r i g i n a l 
r a f t e r s and e x t e r i o r clapboarding preserved w i t h i n the present roof. 
I n the f i r s t f l o o r east room, a l l o r i g i n a l woodwork i s covered by l a t e r 
boxes and panels. The second f l o o r east chamber has exposed transverse 
summer and end t i e beams w i t h bevel chamfers and lamb's tongue stops. 
The a t t i c preserves s u b s t a n t i a l evidence of the o r i g i n a l roof. 
Underneath the slope of the east p a r t of the present shed dormer are 
the upper p o r t i o n s of p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s , c o l l a r beams, and v e r t i c a l 
planking. On the west side of the chimney, some of the v e r t i c a l planks 
from the o r i g i n a l gable w a l l survive i n place. There are four o r i g i n a l 
e x t e r i o r clapboards s t i l l attached to the west face of the planks, 
under the peak. Abbot Loweli Cummings observed t h a t cuts had been made 
i n the f r o n t p l a t e t o allow f o r a p l a s t e r cove, and oversaw the 
re c o n s t r u c t i o n and i n s t a l l a t i o n of the cove cornice now on the 
b u i l d i n g . 

SIGNIFICANT LATER FEATURES 

The post-1730 date the west end the house i s c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d by 
the u n f i n i s h e d c o n d i t i o n of the now exposed l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam i n 
the f i r s t f l o o r room. The f i r e p l a c e w a l l i s covered i n f i e l d paneling 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r v form at b o t t om 



: N - ; - E . \ T O R Y F O R . M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S H I S T A R I C A L C C K M I S S I O N 

Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmsjnity: 

LYNNFIELD 

'1000 j 
Form No: 

Property Nane: ^ ^ y ^ ^ ^ } ^ «°'^se 
( LittIe-^.-Dears 

Indicate each item on inventory form \^ich is being continued below. 

w i t h a simple mantel. I n the f r o n t hallway closet there i s a two foot 
wide opening at f l o o r l e v e l i n the chimney stack which leads i n t o an 
approximately 5' by 5' arched b r i c k chamber, probably formed when the 
chim.ney stack was enlarged to accommodate the western a d d i t i o n . 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house i s named a f t e r the f a m i l y who occupied i t f o r most of the 
18th century; the o r i g i n a l b u i l d e r i s pres e n t l y unknown. 

-0^ 
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75:32 Front and l e f t facades 

75:30 Rear p r i n c i p l e r a f t e r receiving c o l l a r 
beair, in r i ^ h t side of a t t i c ; rear slope 
later raised ( r i g h t - first-phase) 

I own 
Lynnfield. 00^ 

Address Main Streel 

Historic Kerne 
Henfield House 

(Little-Spears House) 

Use: Present 
75:31 o r i c i n a l end chiir.ney v a i l of s i n g l e - c e l l , 

first-phase as seen from l e f t - s i d e , second- Oricinal 
phase of a t t i c ; o r i g i n a l riven clapboards 
s t i l l i n s i t u i n the peak of the gable DESCRIPTION 

Res idence 

P.esidence 

Date 
ca. 1700 

Source Deeds, documentation, v i s u a l analysi 

F i r s t Period / saltbox (1st I'eriod) 
Styl e 

None 

Exterior Wall Fabric 
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Property Nains: H e n f i e l d House 
( L i t t l e - 3 n e a r s ) 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The H e n f i e l d House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , 
and workmanship i n the s u r v i v a l of i t s chamfered F i r s t Period frame, 
planked w a l l s , and e a r l y roof c o n s t r u c t i o n , making i t e l i g i b l e under 
c r i t e r i o n C. The o r i g i n a l gable-end clapboards preserved w i t h i n the 
present a t t i c repesent a rare s u r v i v a l of F i r s t Period e x t e r i o r 
f i n i s h . I n a d d i t i o n , because the frame of the e a r l i e s t s e c t i o n i s now 
boxed, i t has the p o t e n t i a l to y i e l d f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n about F i r s t 
Period b u i l d i n g p r a c t i c e s , making i t e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n D. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The H e n f i e l d House i s a f i v e bay, 2 1/2 s t o r y c e n t r a l chimney s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h an i n t e g r a l rear lean-to r a i s e d i n the 20th century to a shed 
dormer. The o r i g i n a l (eastern) s e c t i o n was a h a l f house 2 1/2 s t o r i e s 
high w i t h a lean-to and a chimney to the l e f t (west). The 
was added some time i n the e a r l y 18th century. During the 
century, a shed dormer was b u i l t on the sl o p i n g rear r o o f , 
s t o r y a d d i t i o n s were added on the east rear. The house i s 
w i t h a reconstructed cove cornice on the main facade and a 
Revival doorway. 

west se c t i o n 
20 t h 
and two one 
clapboarded, 
Greek 

MAJOR FIRST PERIGD FEATURES 

The east side of the house exh 
r a f t e r s and e x t e r i o r clapboard 
I n the f i r s t f l o o r east room, 
boxes and panels. The second 
summer and end t i e beams w i t h 
The a t t i c preserves s u b s t a n t i a 
Underneath the slope of the ea 
the upper p o r t i o n s of p r i n c i p a 
planking. On the west side of 
from the o r i g i n a l gable w a l l s 
e x t e r i o r clapboards s t i l l a t t a 
under the peak. Abbot Loweli 
i n the f r o n t p l a t e t o al l o w f o 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n and i n s t a l l a t i o 
b u i l d i n g . 

i b i t s ca. 1700 chamfers and the o r i g i n a l 
ing preserved w i t h i n the present roof, 
a l l o r i g i n a l woodwork i s covered by l a t e r 
f l o o r east chamber has exposed transverse 
bevel chamfers and lamb's tongue stops. 
1 evidence of the o r i g i n a l r o c f . 
s t p a r t of the present shed dormer are 
1 r a f t e r s , c o l l a r beams, and v e r t i c a l 
the chimney, some of the v e r t i c a l planks 

u r v i v e i n place. There are four o r i g i n a l 
ched t o the west face of the planks, 
Cummings observed t h a t cuts had been made 
r a p l a s t e r cove, and oversaw the 
n of the cove cornice now on the 

SIGNIFICANT LATER FEATURES 

The post-1730 date of the west end of the house i s c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d by 
the u n f i n i s h e d c o n d i t i o n of the now exposed l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam i n 
the f i r s t f l o o r room. The f i r e p l a c e w a l l i s covered i n f i e l d paneling 

_ i _ 
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w i t h a s i m p l e m a n t e l . I n t h e f r o n t h a l l w a y c l o s e t t h e r e i s a two f o o t 
wide o p e n i n g a t f l o o r l e v e l i n t he chimney s t a c k w h i c h l e ads i n t o an 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5 ' by 5 ' a r c h e d b r i c k chamber, p r o b a b l y f o r m e d when the 
chimney s t a c k was e n l a r g e d t o accommodate the w e s t e r n a d d i t i o n . 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house i s named a f t e r t h e f a m i l y who o c c u p i e d i t f o r most o f t h e 
18 th c e n t u r y ; t h e o r i g i n a l b u i l d e r i s p r e s e n t l y unknown. 

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Situated on a 1.95 acre pa rce l , the t o t a l acreage of the Henf ie ld House parcel i s 
under 10 acres and I s included i n the thematic nomination. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t c T v f o r m a t b o t t o i c 
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.materials 
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SIGNIFICANCE .,..,„ ..u... a.:̂.̂. -•. . ' A-

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below A 
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Statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e ( i n one paragraph) 
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sketch maps USGS maps photographs p r e s e n t a t i o n 
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