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Description

The Wilder-Holton House was constructed in 178(/by its original owner, 
Jonas Wilder. J

Architecturally, the two story clapboarded house with its attached^-shed 
is an excellent example of a typical Northern New England Colonial Farm 
house. The main building is nearly cubic in volume, with a hipped roof, 
simple detailing and of an elegantly straight-forward design.

The basic structure appears to be of the heavy-timber frame, variety, simila: 
to barn construction. It is constructed with mortise and tenon joints and 
hand-wrought nails, and is three bays wide; the two end bays being seven 
teen feet each and the central one is nine feet; the 12 x 12 vertical 
members being highly visible on the interior. This frame was set around a 
single large chimney which was offset to the Northwest of the center of 
the house. The ten foot by eleven foot granite fieldstone foundation for m 
this chimney still exists up to the first floor level in the cellar.

The exterior of the house is distinguished by its cubic shape, and a facade 
treatment which is common to the three exposed sides, consisting of a 
fenestration pattern of two-one-two. There are five openings on each floor, ~* 
two grouped near each corner and one in the center. The windows are all 
shuttered. There are presently three corbelled brick chimneys which 
extend about five feet above where they enter the roof as they are near ^ 
the outside ;walls on .the north r . south ;and. west - -sides.

The -ground;,floor- .is. still .basically intact with well-proportioned rmajor 
rooms in the four corners with entry halls and accessory spaces inter 
secting in.; the middle. The clarity of the plan leads one to suspect that 
the one wall which is offset from one of the central bays was a later 
alteration of the original construction.. : ..........

The upstairs was originally a convertible space which was used as a meeting 
hall. The interior space is characterized by being low, ceiling heights 
being about seven feet-three inches and door heights six feet-six inches.

The building is situated at its original site and it is interesting to note 
that it is oriented four square with the points of the compass. The site 
is now surrounded by commercial property, but steps have been taken and 
further plans are underway to insure the integrity of the site, primarily 
through a landscaping program and possible designation as a local historic 
district. Thecgrounds are well laid out with a spacious yard surrounding 
the house and many large trees including blue spruce and a large pine 
which is believed to be virgin growth.

The house with attached shed probably remains in outline as originally 
constructed. Many interior changes were made 1893"-M^915. It is the 
desire of the Lancaster Historical Society to eventually restore the house 
to its original condition.

Continued on Continuation Sheet 1_____
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7. Description, continued.

Roof has been rebuilt, date uncertain; if after the 1917 fire, the style 
remained as before (as shown in photographs prior to that date.) There are 
no very early pictures to verify original type of roof...or anything else.

Cellar originally under less than half of the house, gradually extended, 
completed in early 1900's. Furnace installed, date unknown.

Doors. Original front door in southwest side replaced by two windows (about 
1920-1930); original back door in northeast side replaced by a window at 
an earlier period. Originally the back door is said to have had a porte- 
cochere; no evidence remains. The present front door, on the southeast 
side, may have been a side door from the beginning, or may have been added 
some years after the house was built. A door, once the front door, now 
serves the shed.

Stairway, enclosed, leading up from the kitchen, remains but is blocked off 
at ceiling level. Very probably this was at first the only stairway, the 
present hall staircase being added later.

Windows, originally of 24 panes (12 over 12), were at some time replaced
by windows of 12 panes (6 in each sash) everywhere except in the shed, where
there are still two 24-paned windows.

Floors of soft wood have been covered upstairs and down by hardwood boards 
except for one ground-floor room and some closets.

Second floor was at first one large room, with swinging partitions which 
converted it into several smaller rooms, or fastened to the ceiling when the 
place was used as a hall. The partitions were made permanent at some time 
after the early 1790's^, and the second floor remodeled into a separate 
apartment in 1928. A closet still contains a section of the bench which 
once ran all the way around the entire space used as a hall.

Outbuildings, including several large barns and sheds were destroyed by fire 
in 1917. Only a small, brick smoke-house remains. A four-car garage was 
constructed, using as much as possible salvaged material from the barns.

Since 1965, changes made by the Lancaster Historical Society have included 
removing the bathtub and sink from the ground floor, adding a small pantry 
sink and a facsimile (unconnected to chimney) of the old kitchen hearth, 
fireplace and oven. Also a cement floor was poured in a portion of the 
attached shed, which had no floor, although the larger part of this shed is 
floored with wood.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Significance 

Exploration/Settlement

The prime significance of the Wiltier-Holton House is that of age and its 
relation to the settlement of the area. It was the first two-story house 
built in that part of New Hampshire , which became Coos County and was 
then a part of Grafton County. It is now considered the oldest house in 
the county, one-story houses known to be older having been lost by fire.

Social/Humanitarian

The part this structure has played in local social and historical develop 
ment is significant. From 1780 it was the home of a family operating a 
good-sized farm, beginning with over 800 acres, having become somewhat 
less by the time the-1917 barn fife put a stop to-active farming. -

From'the outset until the 1791-1794 erection of a Meeting'House, the 
Wilder-Holton house served as a place in which to hold both town and 
church meetings. For some years after 1810 it was a boarding house 
during the periods when court was in session; the courthouse being at 
that time just across the street.

It has been traditionally accepted that the Wilder-Holton house was a 
station on the Underground Railway of slavery days, the owner being an 
ardent abolitionist.

Architecture

The Wilder-Holton house is architecturally significant in that it 
exhibits the characteristics intrinsic to the early northern New England 
colonial farmhouse; four square, cubic in volume, central chimney, 
pitched roof, heavy-timber frame construction, and simplicity and clarity 
of design. It is a representation of the self-sufficient pioneer entity 
which still managed to possess a great deal of grace, while meeting the 
pragmatic necessities which were so demanding of it because of the time 
and climate in which it was built.

Continued on Continuation Sheet 2



Merrill, Mrs. Georgia, compiler (?) History of Coos County (Syracuse,
New York: W. A. Fergusson and Company, Boston, 1888) . 

Somers, Rev. A. N. History of Lancaster, New Hampshire. (Concord, New
Hampshire: The Rumford Press, 1899). 

Bicentennial Committee, Historical Sites and Houses of Lancaster, NH.
(Lancaster, New Hampshire, 1964.)
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8. Significance, continued.

Education/Preservation

It is further significant in that it was preserved for nearly one hundre 
and sixty years by one family who refused many temptations to sacrifice 
it and who recently saw fit to convey it to the Lancaster Historical 
Society to be able to preserve it for perpetuity. It is now an historic 
museum serving the community, area and state as a depository and source 
of historical information and education.

HAY 051975;, M
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REGISTER /s .
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued 

10.2 UTM References

Zone 19
Easting 2-95-4*6-
Northing 49-30-760
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