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7. Historical data. Explaia the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

The twenty-four year term o f o f f i c e (19 0U-19 33) o f A. Lawrence 
Lowell as president of Harvard College was a period of enormous physi­
c a l change f o r the school. More b u i l d i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n took place 
during t h i s time than during the combined terms of a l l previous 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s . Not only was there acceptance of the Georgian 
Revival s t y l e of a r c h i t e c t u r e , but the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n recognized 
the need f o r comprehensive planning. As a r e s u l t a new a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
order emerged throughout the extended campus. This a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
u n i t y would stem from the emphasis on the Georgian t r a d i t i o n o f the 
school's oldest b u i l d i n g s . 

The most spectacular achievement of the Lowell regime, from both 
an a r c h i t e c t u r a l and p o l i c y perspective was the c r e a t i o n of the house 
system. The development of t h i s system r e s u l t e d i n a vast b u i l d i n g 
program along the r i v e r f r o n t . I t was c a r r i e d out w i t h g i f t s t o t a l l i n g 
over $13 m i l l i o n from Edward Harkness. I n c o n t r a s t t o President E l i o t , 
who believed students should be responsible f o r t h e i r own l i v i n g 
and s o c i a l arrangements, President Lowell returned t o the e a r l i e r 
Harvard concept of'^cohabiting f o r S c h o l a s t i c a l communication," and 
advocated-housing both students and f a c u l t y so they could l i v e and 
study together. 
'. The houses along the Charles River form one of Greater Boston's 

majestic s i g h t s . Looking more l i k e p a l a t i a l residences than college 
-dormitories, the b u i l d i n g s are set among trees which u n i t e them as 
a group yet preclude v i s u a l competition between i n d i v i d u a l s t r u c t u r e s . 
Several towers are v i s i b l e among the treetops , and the houses open 
•toward the r i v e r f r o n t and parkway. The large s t r u c t u r e s f r o n t i n g the 
r i v e r are harmonious yet i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c . A l l vere designed by the 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m , Shepley, Rutan £ Coolidge and i t s successors, 
w i t h i n a seventeen year period and a l l were named f o r Harvard p r e s i ­
dents . 

In an attempt t o extend the atmosphere of Old Harvard Yard to a 
new South Yard, the a r c h i t e c t u r e of the Old Yard was i m i t a t e d . There 
would be no reproduction of s p e c i f i c o l d b u i l d i n g s , because the new 
ones were much l a r g e r i n scale. However, each house i s s i t e d i n a 
d i s t i n c t i v e way and borrows d e t a i l s from a s p e c i f i c model. K i r k l a n d 
House uses the twin-chimneyed gable l i n k e d by a parapet found on Mass­
achusetts H a l l . McKinlock H a l l features the stepped gable, volutes and 
paired oculus windows of the Old State House i n Boston. The recessed 
e n t r i e s w i t h p i l a s t e r s superimposed on r u s t i c a t e d jambs of H o l l i s H a l l 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records. -. 
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were copied i n the Old Yard on Mower and L i o n e l H alls and l a t e r a t 
McKinlock. The f l o r i d s c r o l l work from the pediment o f Holden Chapel 
i s used i n simpler form at Dunster House. The pedimented p a v i l i o n on 
a hi p - r o o f e d e l e v a t i o n found on Harvard H a l l i s Hsed a t Standish H a l l , 
Gore H a l l reca]ls the opulent garden facade of Hampton Court Palace 
as r e b u i l t by S i r Christopher Wren i n the seventeenth century. 

1. K i r k l a n d House (1913), Shepley, Rutan S Coolidge 

K i r k l a n d House i s composed of Smith and Bryan H a l l s , and i s a 
conservative Georgian design w i t h a pr o f u s i o n of ornament t y p i c a l 
of the early 1900s. The enclosed main courtyard i s formal and 
symmetrical. Bryan H a l l and the Master's residence were added 
i n 19 31 by Coolidge, Shepley, B u l f i n c h £ Abbott. The John Hicks 
House i s the companion l i b r a r y . 

l a . John Hicks House (1762) 

This simple one-room deep gambrel-roofed house was b u i l t by John 
Hicks on land he purchased i n 1760. The house o r i g i n a l l y stood at 
64 Dunster S t r e e t , and was moved t o i t s present l o c a t i o n a t 64 
Boyston Street i n 1928. The Hicks House i s a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
eighteenth century Puritan d w e l l i n g , small and conservative i n 
design. The c e n t r a l chimney and cramped, three-run s t a i r s are 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f e a t u r e s . According to Hicks f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n , John 
Hicks p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the Boston Tea Party. He was shot by 
r e t r e a t i n g B r i t i s h s o l d i e r s a f t e r the B a t t l e of Lexington on 
A p r i l 19, 1775. 

2. E l i o t House (1930), Coolidge, Shepley, B u l f i n c h £ Abbott 

E l i o t House uses an i r r e g u l a r p l o t t o great advantage. B u i l t around 
a polygonal c e n t r a l court yard, i t i s one of the best designs of 
a l l the Harvard Houses. This dormitory i s grouped i n t o t a l l p a v i l i o n s 
and low connecting wings. The tower was derived from New York Ci t y 
H a l l (1802). The south side of the complex opens toward the r i v e r 
w i t h a monumental gate. The handsome concave facade i s an in t r o d u c ­
t i o n t o Harvard f o r those approaching from the r i v e r . 

3. Winthrop House (1913), Shepley, Rutan £ Coolidge 

This dormitory i s formed by Gore and Standish H a l l s , which are 
t i e d together by a handsome wrought i r o n fence. Gore i s wider 
and has a more elaborate seven-bay limestone facade w i t h engaged 
colum ns . This contrasts w i t h the red b r i c k used elsewhere i n the 
South Yard. The windows of Gore H a l l are of graduated s i z e s , 
based on English Palladian antecedents. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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4. McKinlock H a l l C1926), Coolidge, Shepley, B u l f i n c h £ Abbott 

This elaborate U-shaped dormitory demonstrates the h i s t o r i c frame 
of reference the Shepley o f f i c e was using f o r Harvard b u i l d i n g s 
by the mid 19 20s. I n 19 30, McKinlock was enlarged and was j o i n e d 
to Leverett L i b r a r y and Towers i n 1959. 

5. Dunster Houses (1929), Coolidge, Shepley, B u l f i n c h and Abbott 

This ingeniously planned, enormous, symmetrical b u i l d i n g stands 
on a small i r r e g u l a r l o t . The heavy forms and l ^ r g e scale are 
reminiscent o f English eighteenth century prototypes. Three 
pedimeLnts, w i t h h e r a l d i c s h e i l d s and ornate s c r o l l s r e c a l l the 
Holden Arms of the Chapel given t o Harvard i n 1742. 

6. Lowell House (1929), Coolidge, Shepley, B u l f i n c h £ Abbott 

Lowell House i s the l a r g e s t and handsomest of a l l the houses. I t 
consists of two quadrangles completely enclosed by massive 
b u i l d i n g s . The entrance i s under the tower where the block of 
the b u i l d i n g s i s at i t s greatest h e i g h t : f o u r s t o r i e s ; a r a i s e d 
cornice and a high basement. 

7. Quincy House (1958), Shepley, B u l f i n c h , Richardson £ Abbott 

Quincy House was the f i r s t o f the new houses, f o l l o w i n g the 
t r a d i t i o n a l plan of blocks of l i v i n g quarters placed around a court­
yard. Modern design replaces the Georgian Revival o f the e a r l i e r 
houses, but the use of red b r i c k and limestone t r i m has been 
continued. Quincy House i s composed of four main s e c t i o n s : the 
main dormitory block, the l i b r a r y , the commons b u i l d i n g and 
Mather H a l l was o r i g i n a l l y p a r t of Leverett House , but was annexed 
to Quincy when Leverett Towers were opened. 

8. Owl Club (1905), James Purdon, 30 Holyoke St r e e t 

The Owl Club i s a b r i c k neo-Georgian s t r u c t u r e t h a t predates i t s 
neighbor , Lowell House, by a qu a r t e r of a century. The Owl Club J! 
was one of the f i r s t clubs t o i n f i l t r a t e the area south of (A 
Mount Auburn S t r e e t . Purdon was also the a r c h i t e c t o f the Delphic f 
Club on Linden S t r e e t . 

9. Phoenix-S.K. Club (1915), Coolidge and Shattuck, 72 Mount Auburn St. Z 

The Phoenix-S.K. Club i s neo-Georgian, r a t h e r than Adamesque l i k e j 
i t s neighbor, the Iroquois Club. The o f f s e t entrance i s set " 

• i 

• . ' con t inued .' 
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beneath a broken s c r o l l pediment. Other notable features include 
the round-arched second-story windows and the end chimneys linked 
by a parapet. 

10. Iroquios Club (1916), Warren £ Wetmore, 74 Mount Auburn Street 

The Iroquios Club was inspired by the Boodles Club i n London. 
Warren £ Wetmore, a New York f i r m , had previously designed the 
New York Yacht Club, Grand Central Terminal and other notable 
structures, as well as Westmorly Court of Adams House. 

1 
The Harvard Houses N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r D i s t r i c t inc ludes p r o p e r t i e s on 

Memorial D r i v e , Plympton S t r e e t , De Wolf S t r e e t , Grant S t r e e t , Winthrop 
S t r e e t , Holyoke St ree t and Dunster S t ree t (see Cambridge Community 
Development P. D. Quad Map 9 ) . I t s boundaries were se l ec t ed to inc lude 
the d o r m i t o r i e s erected by Harvard f o r i t s House p l an o f residency 
plus s u r v i v i n g b u i l d i n g s f rom the area 's e a r l i e r development. 

The Harvard Houses National Register Dis t r i c t represents a signif icant and 
distinguishable enti ty of inposi:-^ Geor^an Revival domiLtories which represent a 
major building canpaign under the leadership of President Lowell (1904-1933) and 
a return to the house systan, and so meet c r i te r ion C. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 

The Harvard houses along the Charles River form one of Greater Bos­
ton 's majestic s i g h t s . Looking more l i k e p a l a t i a l residences than c o l l e g e 
d o r m i t o r i e s , the e a r l y b u i l d i n g s are set among tr e e s which u n i t e them as 
a group yet preclude v i s u a l competition between i n d i v i d u a l s t r u c t u r e s . 
Several towers, both c l a s s i c a l and modern, are v i s i b l e among the t r e e t o p s , 
and the houses open toward the r i v e r f r o n t and parkway. The large s t r u c ­
tures f r o n t i n g the r i v e r are harmonious yet i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c . Even the 
l a t e r modern towers are set i n a system of open spaces and paths which 
u n i t e the residences a t the ground l e v e l . The e a r l y undergraduate houses 
were designed by the a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m , Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge and i t s 
successors during President Lowell's a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 1909-1933. The house 
b u i l d i n g s which are less than f i f t y years o l d were designed by the successor 
to the same a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m . Peabody Terrace, the only r e s i d e n t i a l com­
plex which does not house undergraduate students, was designed by Josep 
Luis Sert. 

I n an atteftipt t o extend the Georgian atmosphere of Old Harvard Yard 
to a new South Yard, the a r c h i t e c t u r e of the Old Yard was o r i g i n a l l y i m i ­
t a t e d . There was no rep r o d u c t i o n of s p e c i f i c b u i l d i n g s , because the new 
ones were much l a r g e r i n scale. However, i n the houses b u i l t before 1930, 
there are borrowed d e t a i l s from s p e c i f i c models. 

K i r k l a n d House uses the twin-chimneyed gable 1 
found on Massachusetts H a l l . McKinlock H a l l f e a t u r e s 
v o l u t e s and paired oculus windows of the Old State Ho 
recessed e n t r i e s w i t h p i l a s t e r s superimposed on r u s t i 
H a l l were copied i n the Old Yard on Mower and L i o n e l 
McKinlock. The f l o r i d s c r o l l work from the pediment 
used i n simpler form a t Dunster House. The pedimente 
roofed e l e v a t i o n found on Harvard H a l l i s used i n Sta 
r e c a l l s the opulent garden facade o f Hampton Court Pa 
S i r Christopher Wren i n the seventeenth century. 

inked by a parapet 
the stepped gable, 

use i n Boston. The 
cated jambs of H o l l i s 
H a l l s and l a t e r at 
of Holden Chapel i s 
d p a v i l i o n on a h i p -
ndish H a l l . Gore H a l l 
lace as r e b u i l t by 

I n Quincy House, Peabody Terrace and Mather House, Georgian r e f e r ­
ences were e l i m i n a t e d a l t o g e t h e r and a modern a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e was used. 
However, even these modern designs included defined c o u r t y a r d open space 
and became a p a r t of the towered r i v e r s i d e s i l h o u e t t e . I n f a c t , the 
r i v e r s i d e l o c a t i o n i s the greatest asset of a l l of these residential,;.' , v 
complexes presenting a strong image along the sweeping curve of the • 
Charles River between Larz Anderson and the Western Avenue bridges. 

•y.'.- ' 

The E l i o t / K i r k l a n d House quadrangle includes E l i o t and K i r k l a n d 
House, Standish H a l l and the Indoor A t h l e t i c B u i l d i n g . The oldest b u i l d i n g 
i n t h i s area i s the John Hicks House. The Hicks House i s a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

f'':V,.'- ' ' • • ' . Continued , • .. 
. »•' .••. ..yy ":. , • ' A •• • - • ? 
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1̂  A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e (cont'd) • . . ; , 

. • eighteenth century P u r i t a n d w e l l i n g , one room deep, w i t h gambrel r o o f . 
I Small and conservative i n s i z e , the c e n t r a l chimney and cramped, three 

run s t a i r s are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f e a t u r e s . Anchoring the quadrangle and the 
Z western edge of the River Houses i s E l i o t House (1930, Coolidge, Shepley, 
I B u l f i n c h and A b b o t t ) . One of three Harvard Houses b u i l t as a u n i t instead 
• of i n c o r p o r a t i n g e a r l i e r s t r u c t u r e s , i t uses an i r r e g u l a r p l o t t o great 
A advantage. B u i l t around a polygonal c o u r t y a r d , E l i o t House i s grouped 
L i n t o t a l l p a v i l l i o n s w i t h low connecting wings. The tower was deriv e d 
* from New York C i t y H a l l (1802). The south side of the complex opens 
h toward the r i v e r w i t h a monumental gate. The handsome concave facade i s 
r an i n t r o d u c t i o n t o Harvard f o r those approaching from the r i v e r . K i r k l a n d 
y House i s composed o f Smith H a l l (1913, Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge) and 
f Bryan H a l l and the master's residence (1930, Coolidge, Shepley, B u l f i n c h 

and Abbott) j o i n e d when the house system was i n s t i t u t e d . A conservative 
Georgian design, Smith H a l l d i s p l a y s a p r o f u s i o n of ornament t y p i c a l of 

I the e a r l y 1900's. ,. . , • , .^i 

• Likewise, Winthrop House i s comprised of Standish and Gore H a l l s 
(1913, Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge), o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as freshman dormi­
t o r i e s and j o i n e d together by a handsome wrought i r o n fence. Gore H a l l 
i s wider and has a more elaborate seven-bay limestone facade w i t h engaged 
columns. This c o n t r a s t s w i t h the red b r i c k used elsewhere i n the South 

*• Yard. The windows of Gore H a l l are of graduated s i z e s , based on English 
I antecedents. 

The Indoor A t h l e t 
f i n c h & Abbott) serves a 
Designed i n the same neo 
lAB's f i v e s t o r i e s , sepa 
s u c c e s s f u l l y disguised, 
f i r s t and second f l o o r s , 
the t h i r d f l o o r , and l a r 
f i f t h f l o o r s . Small pan 
r e s u l t , the lAB matches 

i c B u i l d i n g (lAB) (1939, Coolidge, Shepley, Bul-
s the a t h l e t i c f a c i l i t y f o r the r i v e r houses. 
-Georgian s t y l e as i t s neighboring houses, the 
rat e d by thr e e prominent s t r i n g courses, are 
Very l a r g e , arched windows are used f o r the 
small square ones f o r the intermediate zone of 

ge windows w i t h o u t arches l i g h t the f o u r t h and 
es of un i f o r m size are used throughout. As a 
i t s neighbors i n size and scale. $ . 

The jewel i n the crown, Lowell House (1929, Coolidge, Shepley, 
B u l f i n c h & Abbott) i s the l a r g e s t o f a l l the houses. Consisting of two 
quadrangles completely enclosed by massive w a l l s , the house i s dominated 
by i t s entrance tower, which r i s e s atop four s t o r i e s , a rais e d cornice 
and a high basement. Lowell House i s the center-piece of i t s area despi 
the f a c t t h a t there i s no shared quadrangle as there i s at E l i o t House. . 

te 

Quincy House (1958, Shepley, B u l f i n c h , Richardson & Abbott) was the 
f i r s t of the new houses. F o l l o w i n g the t r a d i t i o n a l p l an of blocks of '\, , 
l i v i n g quarters placed around a c o u r t y a r d , Quincy House's modern design 

Staple to Inv e n t o r y form at b o t t om 
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replaces the Georgian Revival of the e a r l i e r houses, but the use of red 
b r i c k w i t h limestone t r i m has been continued. Quincy House i s composed 
of four main sections: the main dormitory block, the l i b r a r y , the commons 
b u i l d i n g and Mather H a l l , o r i g i n a l l y p a r t o f L e v e r e t t House. I n 1958, 
one range of rooms i n Mather H a l l was demolished t o open the b u i l d i n g t o 
the new garden courtyard. Although Quincy House i s less than f i f t y years 
o l d , i t i s an i n t e g r a l p a r t of the house d i s t r i c t . The placement of the 
two l a r g e r blocks along s t r e e t s c a r r y i n g t r a f f i c ensures a q u i e t garden 
courtyard f a c i n g t o the southwest. Since the l i b r a r y i s on s t i l t s and 
does not f i l l the e n t i r e w i d t h of the c o r r i d o r between the two dormi t o r y 
sections, the v i s t a i s not e n t i r e l y closed off., thereby extending the 
sense of space at the south end of the garden, a f e e l i n g enhanced by 
changes i n l e v e l of a t e r r a c e against the main b u i l d i n g . As such, the 
modern s t r u c t u r e s of Quincy House c o n t r i b u t e d t o the d i s t r i c t . F u r t h e r ­
more, Quincy House c a r r i e d on a t r a d i t i o n from K i r k l a n d and Winthrop 
Houses of combining new a d d i t i o n s w i t h o l d e r b u i l d i n g s t o create a r e s i ­
d e n t i a l complex. Quincy House provides a t r a n s i t i o n between the o l d and 
new a r c h i t e c t u r e i n the River House D i s t r i c t . Although modern i n s t y l e , 
i t does not clash w i t h the older b u i l d i n g s i n terms o f massing. 

McKinlock Hall (1926, Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch & Abbott), ori­
ginally a freshman dormitory, was expanded and became Leverett House with 
the inception of the house system in 19 30. It repeats the basic U-shape 
of the other older buildings. Leverett House Library and Towers (1958-59); 
(Shepley, Bulfinch, Richardson & Abbott) was built as an adjunct to 
Leverett House. Leverett Towers was the first high-rise building at 
Harvard. A two-story gate pavillion serves as a transitional link between 
the new towers and the older McKinlock Hall on the other side of DeWolfe 
Street. The landscaping and siting of the towers is the finest aspect 
of the design. The towers themselves are not tall enough to soar but, 
rather, seem to compete with the older ones. * .'. ' - , ' 

Counterbalancing E l i o t House at 
r i v e r i s Dunster House. The massing o 
on i t s small t r i a n g u l a r l o t i s especia 
l a r g e scale are reminiscent of English 
Dunster House was designed by Coolidge 

Harvard's newest house i s Mathe 
Richardson & Abbott). Like adjacent D 
t r i a n g u l a r s i t e but, a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 
Peabody Terrace than to the older hous 
s t e r Hou5e are sheathed i n b r i c k while 
i s concrete. The complex co n s i s t s of 

the other end of a curve i n the 
f t h i s enormous symmetrical b u i l d i n g 
l l y s k i l l f u l . The heavy forms and 
eig h t e e n t h century prototypes. 
, Shepley, B u l f i n c h & Abbott i n 1929. 

r (1967-68; Shepley, B u l f i n c h , 
unster House, Mather occupies a 
the b u i l d i n g i s more s i m i l a r t o 
es. However, the w a l l s near Dun-
most of the r e s t of the b u i l d i n g 

four elements: a 21-story tower; 

Continued 
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a series of 5-story wings that wrap around a trapezoidal courtyard; the 
commons; and the master's pavillion at the corner of Bowles and Flagg 
Streets. The design of Mather House presents a modern and dramatic 
appearance. • _ . •. ̂  • 

I n 196 3 when the U n i v e r s i t y undertook i t s f i r s t b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t 
t o house graduate students, a r i v e r s i d e s i t e near the undergraduate houses 
was selected. Sert, Jackson & Gourley designed Peabody Terrace i n a very 
modern s t y l e . Four years l a t e r , when the U n i v e r s i t y decided t o b u i l d 
Mather House, i t returned t o the a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m t h a t had designed the 
other undergraduate residence. But Shepley, B u l f i n c h , Richardson & Abbott 
designed a b u i l d i n g more l i k e Peabody Terrace i n s t y l e than i t s own e a r l i e r 
designs f o r the other houses. I n c o n t r a s t t o the aggressive s i l h o u e t t e of 
the three h i g h - r i s e towers a t Peabody Terrace, the surrounding lower b u i l d ­
ings and courtyards of the Mather complex create a sequence of spaces which 
c o n t r i b u t e s t o the character o f the U n i v e r s i t y ' s r i v e r s i d e r e s i d e n t i a l 
d i s t r i c t . Viewed from the r i v e r , the tower s i l h o u e t t e s form an imageable 
p a r t of the d i s t r i c t as w e l l . 

The River House N a t i o n a l Register D i s t r i c t includes a s i g n i f i c a n t 
and d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e e n t i t y of imposing Georgian Revival d o r m i t o r i e s t o 
which l a t e r dormitory and apartment complexes, b u i l t i n a modern s t y l e , 
have been added. A l l of the b u i l d i n g s are l i n k e d by t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
to open space along the r i v e r and w i t h i n defined courtyards. While there are four 
Harvard residential buildings that must be counted as non-contributing because of their age 
alone (Quincy House, the Leverett Towers, Mather House and Peabody Terraces) a l l of these 
buildings are significant for their associations and relationship to the Harvard House system. 
H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e They should be reevaluated for their status once they have reachei 

50 years in age. 
U n t i l the t u r n o f the century, the area t h a t i s now occupied by the 

Harvard Houses was a working class neighborhood, w h i l e the r i v e r frontage 
was l a r g e l y undeveloped except f o r c o a l and lumber yards. A f t e r Memorial 
Drive ( o r i g i n a l l y Charles River Road) was completed, t h i s marginal property 
became valuable. Under the Presidency of A. Lawrence Lowell (1909-1933) 
the d i s t r i c t was developed i n t o the Harvard House system. I n c o n t r a s t to 
President E l i o t , who be l i e v e d students should be responsible f o r t h e i r 
own l i v i n g and s o c i a l arrangements. President Lowell returned t o the ' 
e a r l i e r Harvard concept o f " c o h a b i t a t i n g f o r S c h o l a s t i c a l communication", 
and advocated housing both students and f a c u l t y so they could l i v e together. 
Lowell's scheme, which was c a r r i e d out w i t h g i f t s t o t a l i n g $13 m i l l i o n from 
Edward Harkness, marked a new era i n comprehensive planning f o r the Uni­
v e r s i t y . I n a d d i t i o n t o r e s i d e n t i a l and e a t i n g f a c i l i t i e s , the plan 
included 'Construction of an a t h l e t i c s b u i l d i n g as w e l l . The undeveloped 
t r i a n g l e between K i r k l a n d House and Lowell House i s not a planned open 
space and was not pa r t of Lowell's scheme. 

Cont i nued 
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> President Lowell's house scheme which was implemented i n 1930 was 
expanded under subsequent Presidencies to r e f l e c t changing a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
styles as well as the changing housing needs of the University. Peabody 
Terrace thus brought graduate students i n t o the Harvard r e s i d e n t i a l en­
vironments along with the fa c u l t y associated with i n d i v i d u a l undergraduate 
houses. 

In addition to the Harvard Houses, three other buildings of e a r l i e r 
date w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t are of h i s t o r i c a l significance. The John Hicks 
House (1762) was moved,from i t s o r i g i n a l location at 64 Dunster Street to 
64 Kennedy Street where i t now serves as the Kirkland House l i b r a r y . 
According to Hicks family t r a d i t i o n , John Hicks participated i n the 
Boston Tea Party. He was shot by r e t r e a t i n g B r i t i s h soldiers a f t e r the 
Battle of Lexington on A p r i l 19, 1775. ^ .̂̂  •% -̂̂  . ^ . 

Only two buildings survive among the Harvard Houses that r e c a l l 
the area's nineteenth century hi s t o r y of wharves, l i g h t industry, and 
working class housing- The house at 101-103 Plympton Street i s a simple 
workers' cottage dating from 1870 with minimal I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l i n g . I t s 
high basement attests to the time when the Charles River was t i d a l and 
the banks were subject to flooding. On the other hand, 11 Riverview Avenue, 
a Colonial Revival house of 1899, i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s associations with 
the b r i e f period between the construction of the Charles River Road a f t e r 
189 5 and the purchase of the area for Harvard houses i n the 19 20's, when 
the t r a d i t i o n a l r i v e r f r o n t industries were abolished and the banks of the 
Charles became a landscaped parkway. 

•»y~ 
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The Harvard Houses National Register D i s t r i c t i s marked by a s i g n i ­
f i c a n t and distinguishable e n t i t y of imposing Georgian Revival dormitories 
designed by one f i r m over a period of seventeen years- To t h i s architec­
t u r a l e n t i t y were added modern buildings which r e f l e c t the ar c h i t e c t u r a l 
and planning trends at the University i n subsequent periods. Even the 
l a t e r , more modern buildings form a cohesive part of the d i s t r i c t i n that 
linkage of open space and consideration for t r a n s i t i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
elements help to unify the area. Possessing i n t e g r i t y of location, design, 
sett i n g , materials, f e e l i n g and workmanship, i t meets C r i t e r i o n C of the 
National Register of His t o r i c Places. I n i t i a t e d under the leadership of 
President Lowell (1904-1933), and expanded over the next 35 years, the 
d i s t r i c t represents a major planned b u i l d i n g campaign which established 
the House system of undergraduate education and contains an evolution of 
successive major b u i l d i n g projects. The d i s t r i c t meets C r i t e r i o n A for ' 
i t s importance i n understanding the planning and development for r e s i d e n t i a l 
l i v i n g f i r s t for the undergraduate student bodies and l a t e r for t h e i r 
graduate student tu t o r s as w e l l . 

The Harvard Houses National Register D i s t r i c t consists almost ex­
clusiv e l y of Harvard buildings, most of them dormitories. Taking f u l l 
advantage of t h e i r r i v e r s i d e l o c a t i o n , the many towered buildings that 
face the curving sweep of the Charles between the Larz Anderson and the ^ 
Western Avenue Bridges create a constantly changing i n t e r p l a y of forms. 
Away from the r i v e r , the houses form i n t e r i o r courtyards and open quad­
rangles. ^ . s: 

The River Houses 
looted to include the do 
of residency, plus survi 
plus the l a t e r more mode 
The Charles River forms 
the northwest, the d i s t r 
of Winthrop Street and. 
Gold Coast dormitories a 
Harvard Square N.R.D. 

National Register D i s t r i c t ' s boundaries were se-
rmitories erected by Harvard for i t s House plan 
ving buildings from the area's e a r l i e r development 
rn buildings added to the o r i g i n a l 1930 houses, 
a natural/man-made boundary to the south. To 
i c t abuts the commercial and i n s t i t u t i o n a l uses 
along Mt. Auburn Street, i t touches the various 
nd private clubs, a l l included i n the proposed 
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