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7. Higtorical data. Explaiathe historical/architectural importance o this area.

The twenty-four year term of office (190019 33) of A Lawence
Lowel | as president of Harvard College was a period of enornous physi-
cal change for the school. Mre building constructiontook place
during this time than during the combined terms of al | previous
administrations. Not only was there acceptance of the Georgian
Revival style of architecture, but the administration recognized
the need for conprehensive planning. As a result a new architectural
order emerged throughout the extended canpus. This architectural
unity would stem from the enphasis on the Georgian tradition of the
school's oldest buildings.

The most spectacul ar achievement of the Lowell regime, from both
an architectural and policy perspective was the creation of the house
system The devel opment of this systemresultedin a vast building

program along the riverfront. | t was carried out with gifts totalling
over $13 million from Edward Harkness. In contrast to President Eliot,
who believed students should be responsible for their ow [|iving

and social arrangements, President Lowell returned to the earlier
Harvard concept of'~cohabiting for Scholastical communication," and
advocat ed- housing both students and faculty so they could live and
study together.

. The houses along the Charles River form one of Greater Boston's
maj estic sights. Looking nmore |ike palatial residences than college
-dormitories, the buildings are set anong trees which unite them as
a group yet preclude visual competition between individual structures.
Several towers are visible anmong the treetops, and the houses open
«toward the riverfront and parkway. The |arge structures fronting the
river are harmonious yet individualistic. All vere designed by the
architectural firm,  Shepley, Rutan £ Coolidge and its successors,
within a seventeen year period and al | were naned for Harvard presi-
dents .

In an attempt to extend the atmosphere of Od Harvard Yard to a
new South Yard, the architectureof the Od Yard was imitated. There
woul d be no reproduction of specific old buildings, because the new
ones were much |arger in scale. However, each house is sited in a

distinctive way and borrows details from a specific model. Kirkland
House uses the twin-chimeyed gable |inked by a parapet found on Mass-
achusetts Hall. MKinlock Hall features the stepped gable, volutes and

paired oculus w ndows of the Od State House in Boston. The recessed
entries with pilasters superimposed on rusticated jambs of Hollis Hall

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records.
early maps, etc.
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were copied i ntheOl dYard on Mower and Lionel Halls and | ater at
McKinlock. The florid scroll work fromthe pediment of Hol den Chapel
is used i nsimpler format Dunster House. The pedimented pavilion on
a hip-roofed elevation found on Harvard Hall i sHsed at Standish Hall,
Gore Hall reca]ls the opulent garden facade of Hanmpton Court Palace
as rebuilt by Sir Christopher Wen i nt heseventeenth century.

1. Kirkland House (1913), Shepley, Rutan S Coolidge
Kirkland House i sconmposed of Smth and Bryan Halls, andi s a

conservative Georgian design with a profusion of ornament typical
of theearly 1900s. The enclosed main courtyard is formal and

symmetrical. Bryan Hall andthe Master's residence were added
in 1931 by Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch £ Abbott. The John Hicks
House i st heconpanion Ilibrary.

la. John Hicks House (1762)

This simple one-room deep gambrel-roofed house was built by John
Hicks on | and he purchased i n1760. The house originally stoodat
64 Dunster Street, andwas noved t oi t spresent location at 64
Boyston Street i n1928. The Hicks House i sa representative

ei ghteenth century Puritan dwelling, small and conservative i n
design. The central chimey and cranmped, three-run stairs are
characteristic features. According t oHicks famly tradition, John
Hicks participated i nt heBoston Tea Party. He was shot by
retreating British soldiers after theBattle of Lexington on

April 19, 1775.

2. Eliot House (1930), Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch £ Abbott

Eliot House uses an irregular plot t ogreat advantage. Built around
a polygonal central court yard, i ti sone of thebest designs of
all theHarvard Houses. This dormitory i sgrouped into tall pavilions

and | owconnecting wings. The tower was derived from New York City
Hal | (1802). The south side of t heconplex opens toward theriver
with a nmonumental gate. The handsone concave facade i san introduc-
tion t oHarvard for those approaching fromthe river.

3. Wnthrop House (1913), Shepley, Rutan £ Coolidge

This dormtory i sformed by Gore and Standish Halls, which are

tied together by a handsonme wrought iron fence. Gore i swider

and has a nore el aborate seven-bay |imestone facade with engaged
columns . This contrasts with thered brick used elsewhere i n the
South Yard. The windows of Gore Hall areof graduated sizes,

based on English Palladian antecedents.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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4,  McKinlock Hall C1926), Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch £ Abbott

This elaborate U-shaped dormitory demonstrates t hehistoric frame
of reference theShepley office was using for Harvard buildings
by the m d 19 20s. I n19 30, McKinlock was enlarged andwas joined
to Leverett Library and Towers i n 1959.

5. Dunster Houses (1929), Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch and Abbott

This ingeniously planned, enormous, symmetrical building stands
on a small irregular lot. The heavy forms and | ”“rge scaleare
rem niscent of English eighteenth century prototypes. Three
pedi meLnts, with heraldic sheilds and ornate scrolls recall the
Hol den Arnms of the Chapel given t oHarvard i n 1742.

6. Lowell House (1929), Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch £ Abbott

Lowel| House i sthelargest and handsomest of al | t hehouses. | t
consists of two quadrangles completely enclosed by massive
buildings. The entrance i s under the tower where t heblock of
the buildings i sat itsgreatest height: four stories; a raised
cornice and a high basement.

7. Quincy House (1958), Shepley, Bulfinch, Richardson £ Abbott

Quincy House was t hefirst of the new houses, followingt he
traditional plan of blocks of living quarters placed around a court-
yard. Modern design replaces t heGeorgian Revival of the earlier
houses, but t heuse of red brick and limestone trim has been
continued. Quincy House i sconposed of four main sections: the
main dormtory block, thelibrary, thecomons building and

Mat her Hall was originally part of Leverett House, but was annexed
to Quincy when Leverett Towers were opened.

8 OmM Club (1905), James Purdon, 30 Holyoke Street

The OM Club i sa brick neo-Georgian structure that predates its

nei ghbor , Lowell House, by a quarter of a century. The OM Club
was one of the first clubs toinfiltrate thearea south of

Mount Auburn Street. Purdon was also the architect of t heDelphic
Club on Linden Street.

9. Phoenix-S. K. Cub (1915), Coolidge and Shattuck, 72 Mount Auburn St.

The Phoenix-S. K. Club i sneo-Georgian, rather than Adanesque |ike
its neighbor, thelroquois Club. The offset entrance i sset

. . continued
Staple to Inventory form at bottom ° -
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beneath a broken scroll pediment. O her notable features include
the round-arched second-story wi ndows and the end chimeys |inked
by a parapet.

10. Iroquios Club (1916), Warren £ Wetnore, 74 Mount Auburn Street

The Iroquios Club was inspired by t heBoodles Club i n London.
Warren £ Wetnore, a New York firm had previously designed the
New York Yacht Club, Gand Central Term nal and other notable
structures, as well as Westnmorly Court of Adans House.

The Harvard Houses National Register District includes properties on
Memorial Drive, Plympton Street, De Wolf Street, Grant Street, Winthrop
Street, Holyoke Street and Dunster Street (see Cambridge Community
Development P. D. Quad Mg 9). Its boundaries were selected to include
the dormitories erected by Harvard for its House plan of residency
plus surviving buildings from the area's earlier development.

The Harvard Houses National Register District represents a significant and
distinguishable entity of inposi:-* Geor”*an Revival domiLtories which represent a
major building canpaign under the leadership of President Lowell (1904-1933) and
a return to the house systan, and so meet criterion C.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Architectural Significance

The Harvard houses along the Charles River formone of Greater Bos-
ton's majestic sights. Looking nmore |ike palatial residences than college
dormitories, the early buildings are set anong trees which unite them as
a group yet preclude visual competition between individual structures
Several towers, both classical and nodern, are visible anobng the treetops,
and the houses open toward the riverfront and parkway. The large struc-
tures fronting the river are harmonious vyet individualistic. Even the
| ater modern towers are set in a system of open spaces and paths which
unite the residences at the ground level. The early undergraduate houses
were designed by the architectural firm,  Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge andi ts
successors during President Lowell's administration, 1909-1933. The house
buildings which are less than fifty years ol d were designed by the successor
to the sanme architectural firm  Peabody Terrace, the only residential com
pl ex which does not house undergraduate students, was designed by Josep

Luis Sert.

In an atteftipt to extend the Georgian atmosphere of Od Harvard Yard
to a new South Yard, the architecture of the Od Yard was originally imi-
tated. There was no reproduction of specific buildings, because the new
ones were nuch |arger in scale. However, inthe houses built before 1930,
there are borrowed details from specific models.

Kirkland House uses the twin-chimeyed gable linked by a parapet
found on Massachusetts Hall. MKinlock Hall features the stepped gable,
volutes and paired oculus windows of the Old State Huse i n Boston. The
recessed entries with pilasters superimposed on rusticated jambs of Hollis
Hal |l were copied inthe O d Yard on Mower and Lionel Halls and |ater at
McKi nl ock. The florid scroll work fromthe pediment of Holden Chapel is
used in simpler format Dunster House. The pedimented pavilion on a hip-
roofed elevation found on Harvard Hall i s used in Standish Hall. Gore Hall
recalls the opulent garden facade of Hanpton Court Palace as rebuilt by
Sir Christopher Wen in the seventeenth century.

In Quincy House, Peabody Terrace and Mather House, Georgian refer-
ences were elimnated altogether and a nodern architectural style was used.
However, even these nodern designs included defined courtyard open space

and becane a part of the towered riverside silhouette. In fact, the
riverside location is the greatest asset of al | of these residential,;.", Vv
conpl exes presenting a strong image along the sweeping curve of the .

Charles River between Larz Anderson and the Western Avenue bridges.
¢
The Eliot/Kirkland House quadrangle includes Eliot and Kirkland
House, Standish Hall and the Indoor Athletic Building. The oldest building
in this area is the John Hicks House. The Hicks House i s a representative

froov, .- "o . ' . Conti nued , - .
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Architectural Significance (cont'd) d . N

ei ghteenth century Puritan dwelling, oneroom deep, with gambrel roof.
Small andconservativei nsize, thecentral chimey andcranped, three

run stairs arecharacteristic features. Anchoring t hequadrangle and the
western edge of t heRiver Houses i sEliot House (1930, Coolidge, Shepley,
Bulfinch andAbbott). (One of three Harvard Houses built as a unit instead
of incorporating earlier structures, i tuses anirregular plot t o great
advant age. Built around a polygonal courtyard, Eliot House i s grouped
into tall pavillions with | owconnecting wings. The tower was derived
from New York City Hall (1802). The south side of t heconplex opens
toward theriver with a monunental gate. The handsome concave facadei s
an introduction t oHarvard for those approaching fromtheriver. Kirkland
House i s conmposed of Smth Hall (1913, Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge) and
Bryan Hall andthemaster's residence (1930, Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch
and Abbott) joined when t hehouse system was instituted. Aconservative
Georgian design, Smth Hall displays a profusion of ornament typical of

t heearly 1900's. , - . , ® , N

« Likewise, Wnthrop House i scomprised of Standish and Gore Halls
(1913, Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge), originally built as freshman dormi -
tories andjoined together by a handsome wrought iron fence. Gore Hall
is wider and has a nore el aborate seven-bay |imestone facade with engaged
col umns. This contrasts with theredbrick used elsewhere i nt he South
Yard. The wi ndows of Gore Hall areof graduated sizes, based on English
antecedents.

The I ndoor Athletic Building (l1AB) (1939, Coolidge, Shepley, Bul-
finch & Abbott) serves as theathletic facility for theriver houses.
Designed i nt he sane neo-Ceorgian style as it sneighboringhouses, t he
| AB's five stories, separated by three prom nent string courses, are
successfully disguised, Very large, arched windows areused for the
first andsecond floors, small square ones for t heintermediate zoneof
the third floor, and | age wi ndows without arches light thefourthand
fifth floors, Smal| panes of uniformsize areused throughout. As a
result, thel ABmatches its neighbors i nsize andscale. $ .

The jewel i nthecrown, Lowell House (1929, Coolidge, Shepley,
Bul finch &Abbott) i sthelargest of al |t hehouses. Consisting of two
quadrangl es completely enclosed by massive walls, t hehouse i s dom nated
by it sentrance tower, which rises atop four stories, a raised cornice
and a high basement. Lowell House i sthecenter-pieceof itsarea despite
the fact that there i sno shared quadrangle as there i sat Eliot House. .

Quincy House (1958, Shepley, Bulfinch, Richardson & Abbott) was t he
first of t henewhouses. Following t hetraditional plan of blocks of '\ |,
living quarters placed around a courtyard, Quincy House's nodern design

Staple tolnventory form at bottgm Cont inucd
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Architectural Significance (cont'd)

replaces t heGeorgian Revival of theearlier houses, buttheuse of red

brick with limestone trim has been continued. Qui ncy House i sconposed

of four main sections: themin dormtory block, thelibrary, t heconmons
building and Mather Hall, originally part of Leverett House. | n 1958,
one range of rooms i nMather Hall was demolished t oopen the buildingto
the new garden courtyard. Although Quincy House i sless than fifty years
old, i tisanintegral part of thehouse district. The placement of the
two |arger blocks along streets carrying traffic ensures a quiet garden
courtyard facing t ot hesouthwest. Since thelibrary i son stilts and
does not fill theentire width of thecorridor between t hetwo dormitory

sections, thevista i snotentirely closed off., thereby extending t he
sense of space at t hesouth end of t hegarden, a feeling enhanced by
changes i nlevel of aterrace against themain building. As such,the
modern structures of Quincy House contributed tothedistrict. Further-
more, Quincy House carried on a tradition from Kirkland and W nthrop
Houses of combining new additions with older buildings tocreate a resi-
dential conplex. Quincy House provides a transition between theol d and
new architecturei nt heRiver House District. Although modern i nstyle,
it does not clash with theolder buildings i nterms of massing.

McKi nl ock Hall (1926, Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch & Abbott), ori-
ginally a freshman dormtory, was expanded and becane Leverett House with
the inception of the house systemin 19 30. It repeats the basic U shape
of the other older buildings. Leverett House Library and Towers (1958-59);
(Shepl ey, Bul finch, Richardson & Abbott) was built as an adjunct to
Leverett House. Leverett Towers was the first high-rise building at
Harvard. A two-story gate pavillion serves as a transitional 1ink between
the newtowers and the older MKinlock Hall on the other side of DeWlfe
Street. The | andscaping and siting of the towers is the finest aspect
of the design. The towers thenselves are not tall enough to soar but,
rather, seemto conpete with the ol der ones. oo - ,

Counterbalancing Eliot Houseat the other end of a curve i n the
river i sDunster House. The massing of this enornmous symmetrical building
on itssmall triangular | ot i s especially skillful. The heavy forms and
large scale areremniscent of English eighteenth century prototypes.

Dunster House was designed by Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch &Abbott i n 1929.

Harvard's newest house i s Mather (1967-68; Shepley, Bulfinch,
Ri chardson & Abbott). Like adjacent Dunster House, Mather occupies a
triangular site but, architecturally, the building i snore simlarto
Peabody Terrace than t ot heol der houses. However, t hewalls near Dun-
ster Hoube ar esheathed i n brick whilenost of t herest of the building
is concrete. The conplex consists of four elements: a 21-story tower;

Continued

Staple to Inventory form at bott .
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Architectural Significance (cont'd)

* °

a series of 5-story wngs that wap around a trapezoidal courtyard; the
conmmons; and the naster's pavillion at the corner of Bow es and Fl agg
Streets. The design of Mather House presents a nodern and dramatic

appear ance. .

._/\ [ ]

In 196 3 when theUniversity undertook itsfirst building project

to house graduate students, a riverside site near theundergraduate houses
was selected. Sert, Jackson & Gourley designed Peabody Terrace i na very
modern style. Four years later, when theUniversity decided t obuild

Mat her

ot her

House, i treturned t othearchitectural firm that had designed t he

undergraduate residence. But Shepley, Bulfinch, Richardson & Abbott

designed a building nore |ike Peabody Terrace 1 nstyle than itsown earlier

designs

for theother houses. | ncontrast totheaggressive silhouette of

the three high-risetowers at Peabody Terrace, thesurrounding lower build-
ings andcourtyards of t he Mather conplex create a sequence of spaces which
contributes t othecharacter of theUniversity'sriverside residential

district. Viewed from theriver, the tower silhouettes form an i mageable

part

of thedistrict as well.

The River House National Register District includes a significant

and distinguishableentity of imposing Georgian Revival dormtoriesto

whi ch

later dormitory and apartment complexes, built i na nmodern style,

have been added. Al |l of thebuildings arelinked by their relationships
to open space along theriver andwithin defined courtyards. Wile there arefour

Har var d

residential buildings that nmust be counted as non-contributing because of their age

alone (Quincy House, theleverett Towers, Mather House and Peabody Terraces) al |l of these
buildings aresignificant for their associations andrelationship to theHarvard House system
Historical Significance They should be reevaluated for their status once they have reachei

50 years i n age.
Until theturn of thecentury, thearea that i snowoccupied by the

Harvard Houses was a working class neighborhood, while theriver frontage
was |argely undevel oped except for coal and lumber yards. After Memori al

Drive

(originally Charles River Road) was completed, this marginal property

becane valuable. Under the Presidency of A Lawrence Lowell (1909-1933)
the district was developed into the Harvard House system | ncontrastto
President Eliot, who believed students should be responsible for their

own living and social arrangements. President Lowell returned tothe

earlier Harvard concept of "cohabitating for Scholastical communication",
and advocated housing both students and faculty so they could live together.
Lowell's schene, which was carried out with gifts totaling $13million from
Edward Harkness, marked a newera i ncomprehensive planning for the Uni-
versity. | naddition toresidential andeating facilities, the plan
included ' Construction of an athletics building as well. The undevel oped
triangle between Kirkland House and Lowell House i snot a planned open
space and was not part of Lowell"'s schene.

Cont i nued

e Z Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Historical Significance (cont'd) A , ¢ -

> President Lowell's house schene which was inﬁl enented in 1930 was
expanded under subsequent Presidencies to reflect changing architectural
styles as well as the changing housing needs of the University. Peabody
Terrace thus brought graduate students into the Harvard residential en-
vironments along with the faculty associated with individual undergraduate

houses.

In addition to the Harvard Houses, three other buildings of earlier
date within the district are of historical significance. The John Hicks
House (1762) was moved,fromits original location at 64 Dunster Street to
64 Kennedy Street where i tnow serves as the Kirkland House [ibrary.
According to Hicks famly tradition, John Hicks participated inthe
Boston Tea Party. H was shot by retreat|ng British soldiers after the

Battle of Lexington on April 19, 1775. NN %" .N
Only two buildings survive among the Harvard Houses that recall

the area's ninetee_nthcentur%/ history of wharves, light industry, and

wor king class housing- The house at 101-103 Plynpton Street is a sinmple

workers' cottage dating from 1870 with mnimal Italianate detailing. Its

hi gh basenent attests to the time when the Charles River was tidal and
the banks were subject to flooding. O the other hand, 11 Riverview Avenue,
a Colonial Revival house of 1899, is significant for it sassociationswith
the brief ﬁeriod between the construction of the Charles River Road after
189 5 and the purchase of the area for Harvard houses in the 1920's, when

the traditional riverfront industries were abolished and the banks of the

Charles becane a |andscaped parkway.

»y~

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Criteria For Evaluation - ) .. <

The Harvard Houses National Register District is marked by a signi-
ficant and distinguishableentity of i1nposing Georgian Revival dormtories
desi?ned by one firm over a period of seventeen years- To this architec-
tural entity were added nodern buil dings which reflect thearchitectural
and planning trends at the University i nsubsequent periods. Even the
| ater, nore nmodern buildings form a cohesive part of the district in that
linkage of open space and consideration for transitional architectural
el ements help tounify the area. Possessing integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, feeling and workmanship, i t neets Criterion Cof the
National Register of Historic Places. Initiated under the |eadershipof
President Lowell (1904-1933), and expanded over the next 35 years, t he
district represents a major planned building canpaign which established
the House system of undergraduate education and contains an evolution of
successive major building projects. Thedistrict meets Criterion A for
its inmportance in understanding the planning and devel opment for residential
living first for the undergraduate student bodies andlater for their
graduate student tutors as well.

The Harvard Houses National Register District consists alnmst ex-
clusively of Harvard buildings, nost of themdormitories. Taking full
advantage of their riverside location, the many towered buildings that
face t he curving sweep of the Charles between the Larz Anderson and t he "
Western Avenue Bridges create a constantly changing interplay of forns.
Avxay| from the river, thehouses form interior courtyards and open quad-
rangl es. N

The River Houses National Register District's boundaries werese-
| ooted t oinclude the dormitories erected by Harvard for it sHouse plan
of residency, plus surviving buildings from the area's earlier devel opment
plus thelater nmore nodern buildings added t othe original 1930 houses,
The Charles River forns a natural/man-made boundary t othe south. To
the northwest, thedistrict abuts thecommercial and institutional uses
of Wnthrop Street and. along M. Auburn Street, i ttouches thevarious
CGol d Coast dormitories and private clubs, al | included i nthe proposed
Harvard Square NR D
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