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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The F. C. Hayer Company at 256 Third Avenue North in Minneapolis is a 
six storey rock-faced limestone j^tructure. It was constructed in 1886 
in a vernacular of the "Chicago Commercial" style. Located on its 
original corner site, the structure is in an area of north downtown 
Minneapolis which is known as the "warehouse district".

Over the years of its existence, minor/changes have somewhat altered 
the appearance of the building. In 192f>V/a three storey addition was added 
to the northern portion of the Third Avenue facade. However, this addition 
is faithful to the original design and material and is un-obvious to all 
but the trained eye. This addition changed the emphasis of line from 
vertical to horizontal. The original building was simple in design, six 
storeys in height and capped by a simple squat parapet. The addition 
enabled the extention of striated bands of limestone and a metal canopy 
of the lower levels. This extention allowed the Third Avenue facade 
to become the principal whereas in the original emphasis was placed on the 
corner. In addition, a wooden cornice was added in 1925, which further 
reduced emphasis on the stone parapet on which the date 1886 is found.

The primary design feature of this building is the rhythmic placement 
of the simple, un-ornamented windows in both Third Avenue and Third 
Street facades. This treatment is uncharacteristic when compared to the 
in-vogue flamboyant buildings of this period. Dr. Donald Torbert, in his 
study of significant Minneapolis buildings, writes, "the effect of the 
building derives almost entirely from the size, placement, and arrange­ 
ment of the multi-panel windows, which are unusually simple of form and 
rhythmically varied in size for that period of building."

The interior of the building has been changed on the first floor in 
order to adapt it to the demands of the businesses which occupied the 
building. These demands necessitated replacing paned windows and narrow 
spaced limestone piers with plate glass and widely spaced brick piers. 
Above the first storey, however, the structural system remains as original 
on the interior as well as exterior. Mill construction is used throughout, 
the floors and roof supported by wooden joists on wood piers.

The F. C. Hayer Company Building remains in a good state of preservation 
through efforts of its present owner. Only the lower two storeys are 
presently used. The Fifth and Sixth floors contain brick ovens installed 
during the period in which the building was occupied by the National 
Biscuit Company.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This^Jbuilding was designed by the Minneapolis architect, Joseph Haley, 
in 188(xs This date may be found on the right-hand parapet of the Third 
Avenue facade. On the left-hand parapet had formerly been the letters 
"M. ,M & S., Co." which signified the first owners, the Moline, Milburn 
and Stoddard Company. M.,M & S., Co. were leading manufacturers of 
farm machinery, wagons and carriages. Near a railroad spur, the building 
served as factory, warehouse and salesroom.

Later the National Biscuit Company occupied the building and used 
it primarily as a bakery and warehouse. During this period, the brick 
bake ovens were constructed on the fifth and sixth storeys. Later the 
building served as a wholesale warehouse for the F. C. Hayer Company.

Haley's work survives today as one of the most significant 
"Commercial style" buildings of the 1880's extant in Minneapolis. It 
is noted for its simplicity in design which has contributed to its strong 
architectural character. In a period of ornamentation and flamboyancy, 
the M. ,M & S., Co. Building derived inspiration from the contemporary 
"Chicago Commercial" buildings which were for the most part resultant 
from functional demands and executed in the most efficient and economical 
way.

This building has been noted for its significant in Minneapolis 
architectural history and has been designated for preservation by the
Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission inuAugugt of 1974...-•-f . i
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Russell W. Fridley, Director 
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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