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f~l Moved Q Original Site

The Carnegie L i b ra ryaSaclAAud i tor i urn Building in Covington, 
Kentucky, is divided into two sections sharing a common ex­ 
terior wa 1 1 :

1))The library, fronting on Scott Street, approximately 
80' x 80' with a center rotunda, balcony and basemer 
sound physical condition and good repair.

is in

2) The auditorium, fronting on Robbins Street, seating 
approximately 700 people in orchestra and balconies. This 
section of the building has been closed approximately fifteen 
(15) years and is in some dis-repair, but is structurally 
sound and can be renovated.

The building was erected and occupied in 1902 and is in the 
Neo-classic style of the French Renaissance Revival, typical 
of the Ecole des Beaux art international taste of the era.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Between 1886 and 1911, Andrew Carnegie personally gave away 
some $^0,000,000 to cities in the United States for the con­ 
struction of public libraries. One of these cities was 
Covington, Kentucky, whose Carnegie Library and Auditorium 
Building has served the community unfailingly since its 
opening in 1903. The civic and cultural spirit of Covington 
that was so instrumental in acquiring the library near the 
turn of the century supported and patronized the library 
complex for the subsequent 68 years, is now attempting to 
preserve the usefulness and beauty of the building for the 
future. The library building has in the past 68 years made an 
important cultural contribution to the community, not only as 
an 80,000 volume library but as a gathering and meeting place 
for every kind of activity, ranging from local productions of 
Gilbert & Sullivan plays, political rallies, lectures, speechs 
and church meetings. It's auditorium has heard many great 
names in history, from the moving dedicatory address by the 
eloquent W.C.P. Breckinridge in 1903, through William Jennings 
Bryant and Harry Lee WWaterfield, Kentucky's two-time Lieuten­ 
ant Governor, who was the last person to speak in the auditor­ 
ium befoee its closing in 1955.

A new library building is now under construction on another 
and the Carnegie Library and Auditorium is threatened with 
abandonment and demolition.
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Bobinski, George S. - Carnegie Libraries - Chicago: 
American Library Association, 1969.

(many of the facts in this nomination have been 
gathered through contact with eye-witnesses and can 
therefore not be property documented)
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#8 - Statement Of Significance (cont'd)

crafts workshop^ for the citizens of Covington.

The Northern Kentucky Arts Council, working closely with the 
Kentucky Arts Commission and other agencies, has initiated an 
investigation into possible funding sources for this endeavor 
and preliminary indications are promising.

The library auditorium building is located with the jurisdicti 
of the Covington Model Cities' Program area, and the Model 
Cities Program has already financed a Feasibility Study for 
the necessary renovation and also paid for roof repairs in the 
auditorium to prevent further deterioration.

Since the proposed Art Center would have great cultural 
impact within the Model Neighborhood, there may be additional 
monies available fcom this program in the future.

There are many architectural features that also speak for the 
preservation of this Carnegie Library Building. The following 
remarks by architect, Edward J. Belting, Jr. , President , 
Northern Kentucky Section, American Institute of Architects 1.'

"The Carnegie Library and Auditoriurn Building in 
Covington has been a long and faithful servant to 
the people of the community. The building is cap­ 
able of giving many more years of service in its 
new role as an Arts Center. It's demise would re­ 
present not only a great hIstorical and architectural 
loss to the city, but a detriment to the continued 
cul tura.l growth of its people." 

.(See the attached narrat&ve)
Also see the attached   narrative of George F. Roth, Jr.,
AlAv.


