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Division of Historic Preservation Site Niimher 9 5—00/~—00ZzZ",
lowa State Historical Department o
26 E. Market St., lowa City, lowa 52240 District Name.

Map Reference #_

Identification ) ] _
1. Site Name (first) Forest Cltvy Public T.ibr*ry
2. VillaeefTown/Citv  Forest CitVV -Township. rniinty Wt nTifibago
3. Street Address..
4. Legal Location. ) - i
UriMn: subdivision block parcel subparcei
Rural: township range section section of Vt section
*N
5. UTM Location: zone. 8260 4790290
6. Owner(s) Name
7. Owner(s) Address___ )
(Sireet address) (City) (State) (Zip)
8. Use: ProcorstinsuranflR rnnrnany nffi r.p nriginai 1-i h-m-ry
Descri ption —
9. Date of Construction___ > 899 I&X-KiX"RiiiiHpr CaH. Lackore, Contrantnr
10. Building Type:
1 single-family dwelling 1 industrial 1 other institutional 1 religious
1 multiple-family dwelling Q educational Q public [ agricultural

IS3 commercial
11. Exterior Walls: [ clapboard [ stone Obrick [board and batten [ shingles [ stucco
[ other with stone trim

12. Structural System: [Jwood frame with interlocking joints C1wood frame with light members (balloon frame)
masonry load-bearing walls [ iron frame [ steel frame with curtain walls [ reinforced concrete
[ other

13. Condition: [ excellent Jgood “L™ir Odeteriorated

14. Integrity: ® original site [ moved—ifso, when?"
C)VerN'c*enl!Nr dates”nd architect, if kn*vyn) and any oth~r notable features of building and site; ~Paraibet

ground floor partially iricked™int°~ Pane remove , cen er vn.naow on

15. Related Outbuildings and Property; [ barn [Jother farm structures [ carriage house [Jgarage [ privy-
[ other

16. Is the building endangered? [ no Dyes—ifso, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: [ open land [Jwoodland [ scattered outbuildings O densely built-up S3 commercial
O industrial [ residential [ other

18. Map 19. Photo
RolL"I Frame__ 9A_ View Frtnnf Fararis

M St.



SiQMrii-iCCmCc©o (indicate sources of information for all statements)

19 Architectural significance
a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
1 b. Contributing structure
Jc. Not eligible/intrusion
The first Forest City Public Library is one of the few remaining
pre-Carnegie buildings in lowa, A street front building in the
Richardsonian commercial style characteristic of the 1890's, its

facade 1s an iInteresting exercise in layered transparency, overlap/ping
bays and triangular configurations of round-arch and square-headed
openings.

20. Historical Significance Theme(s). Social/Humanitarian
a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
1 b. Contributing structure
1 c. Not eligibie/intrusion

The first public library at Forest City is one of tv;,o known instances (that are extant)

in lov/a of the erection of a library building funded exclusively v.dth public money during
the formative period of lowa library development. The other, at Des I'.oines, vras built
from tax levies. The Forest City library/, hov/ever, vias financed almost entirely

v'ith donations from tot-nspeople, v;ith the remainder coming from city funds, thus illustra-
ting a high level of community support and self-reliance that required no assistance from
a single viealthy benefactor. The building, opened in September 1899, served as a library
until a new and larger one was erected in 1927.

21. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

—DHPFIR, G, Mansheim, June 1979.
—DHPLSQ-1, Mrs, Raymond Schmidt, Librarian,

Prepared hy S, Klingensmith nto August, 1980
Address 617 N. Gayugf=), Tthar-a.. 11v -Telephone 6Q.7__27

Organization

For Division of Historic Preservation”CFse Only

A ] . -
1. Office Information Sources on this Property tll Review and Compliance Project:
1 County Resource File

1 Windshield Survey O 8tner ______
. , I OO0ther-----

1 National Register

Q Grants-In-Aid; - 1 Other

1 Determination of Eligibility

957/8A-12A,

3. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces
a.
b.
c.
d.

e.
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet

Name

State lowa

Nomination/Type of Review

“11. Council BIluff Free Public

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

TS.

20.

Library

Drake Public Library

Eldon Carnegie Library

Eldora Public Library

Emmetsburg Public Library

Ericson Public Library

Estherville Public Library

Fairfield Public Library

[tem number

CNMB NO.10Z4-00W
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use <mty  ?

received
date entered

Page

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Public Library Buildings in lowa Thematic Resources

??ubgts.ntlvs Review Keeper

Attest
Substantive

Keeper

Attest
Sulatantfw Keeper

Attest

Substantive Lovloifi Keeper

Attest
“bstantXve Keeper
Attest
MeSntfyerHevle.
Attest

S>ubstantlve Ifevie?; Keeper

Attest
~ANtantive Review Keeper

Attest

Forest7~City Public .Librar™™M'2Q'fcuntlvo RevTevj Keeper

Free Public Library

Attest
~tlatantlvo Re-srow  Keeper

Attest

Date/Signature
IN-I'

A

<N
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JVATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES .EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEI

Snited States Department of the interier
{ational Park Service : e

! 2
1 ow
V1€

Forest Clty Public lerary (Pubhc lerary

Buildings in Jowa TR) - . :
Wmnebago County : FE : : /g/g:g

IOWA ' o d e S TR Working No —

: ‘ AN S Fed. Reg. Date: i
= : Date Due: 75> = 572373 ;

- Pk e T it 55 "Action: __ AGCEPT—
i r‘tubmiaslon 2 ' ' : A A/’/RETURN-E/Z
- homination by person or local govornmont et REJECT e
— Oowner objection ; : Federal Agency: i
appeal i SREh R T e : »
Substantive Review:  __ sample .'_nquolst « appeal ___NR decision

7?16" l///‘v /ﬂf‘iv’/‘;ﬁ

Reviewer’s commonts. e

' Recom./Criter'a _—
' Reviewer :

- Date Z/ 24 /F3
- B8ee 'eon(nuatlon sheet

.Nominotlon 'Otlll’ﬂ'd for: thochnical corrections cited below
: ' —SUbstantive reasons discusssd below

1. Name

2. Location .

3. Classification St _
Pl dassdeiives, dmpesailie -

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

s this greperty beeon ow gibie? __yee _me
7. Description
G Chest ene Choeh ene
—— Oucoliont  ___ Gowrioroted ___ —— origenel site
— good pu— 7 ) p— — OVEd dote
p— — URSEPOSSY
Bosarits e Fooesd o origisal (W 4 F) pEpeasl

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

oo et m~aloaabl -,



-

‘8. ggniﬂcaﬁ;so

Bovied Aress of Gignille.sssn.. Choedl (med juatily botew

" specifty dntes [rT———
Wwdwrnisd o TeomBOmase (33 (U PErIGreE i

—— Summary paragraph
— COmpleténess
— Clarity

- Applicable criteria

—— Jjustification of areas
: checked

- relating significance to
the roscurce

;__ context

- r@lationship of integrity
to significance

justification of excepticn
— Other :

R (3. R Y -
9. Major Bibliographical References

7140. Geographical Data V3 }
| dermogy of memirasd praparty KT 28 D5 /’MWL{z Aptnsg l

ErmirL g
Y Deparerees

TVarbe! towndery dessripten ind pastifestan
| Pllc prnte (/78D

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Tiee svaimens seprifcence of This properyy wERin e s s
p— — —- loca’

Sinte Fasteric Proserveiien OMos signuture

13. Other

Maps

—— Photographs
— Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signedww Date ﬂm/???

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

202

272 - 350«



WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Forest City Public Library (Publlc Library

Buildings in lowa TR)

Winnebago County
IOWA

resubmission

nomination by person or local government
im owner objection

1 appeal
Substantive Review: Q sample

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1 request

1appeal

ichnical corrections ciwd below

.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition

1 excellent | | deteriorated
[—1good I Iruins

1 fair 1 unexposed

Status
Accessible

1 no

Check one
1 unaltered

[ altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

1 summary paragraph
1 completeness

1 clarity

[ alterations/integrity
| | dates

1 boundary selection

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Substantive Hevlew

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: 7/

Action: «>-"CEPT

.RETURN.
.REJECT.
Federal Agency:

1 nr decision

Recom./Criteria”

Reviewer

Discipline

Date 9N
see com

Present Use

Check one
1 original site

1 moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates 3uilder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

M summary paragraph

M completeness %

1 clarity

1 applicable criteria

1 Justification of areas checked

1 relating significance to the resource
1 context

1 relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

1 other

9. Major Bibliographical References

Geographical Data

~NJMAcreage of nominated property

8uadran le name
TM References ~oN

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other

1 Maps
1 Photographs
1 other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:

Comments forany item may be continued on an attached sheet



