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Forest City Public Library 

Public Library Buildings in Iowa TR 
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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
,::.,r·i1 ~:;Ji:' , . r· fl[-·;·:: 

,;f-!i .. 0 1·, ;,::,. 1·: "' i1Y ;J",'·;J(.lf' 

January 12, 2016 

Paul Loether, Chief 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye Street, N.W.-- 8th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

TL~!\. r C. Jr-1:\i'l~~T:\D, ~-~-:vc.::r11 :c:: 
1:11\: f?i_:_.fi.!~LU'; LT .,_ ... f~•1tJ~.J') 1 ~ 

The following properties require delisting from the National Register. 

• Forest City Public Library, 137 S. Clark Street, Forest City, Winne_bago County, Iowa 
• Van Patten House, 9 S. Linn Street, Iowa City, Johnson County, Iowa 
• Goodin Building, N. 106 Front Street, Farmington, Van Buren County, Iowa 
• 103 Arlington, Davenport, Scott County, Iowa 

Enclosed are copies of the notification letters to mayors of each city in which these properties are 
located, informing them of the SHPO's intent to delist. 

~h 
Steve King 'l 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 



IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
r,1A.l~Y COWNiE, DIRECTOR 
c1rn1s KRAMEll. DLi"UTY DIRECTOR 

October 29, 2015 

The Honorable Rick Sjeie 
Forest City - City Hall 
305 North Clark Street 
P.O. Box 346 
Forest City, Iowa 50436 

co 

Re: Forest City Public Library, 137 S. Clark St. Forest City, Winnebago County 

Dear Mayor, 

TERRYE. GRf\NSTAD, GOVERNOR 
Kllv1 REY!'iOI.DS, I_T. GOVERNOI~ 

It has come to the attention of the State Historic Preserv~tion Office (SHPO) that the above referenced 
property was razed. We are providing notification that the SHPO will be requesting that the National Park 
Service delist/remove the property from the National Register of Historic Places. If we do not hear from 
you within 30 days of the date of this letter we will move forward with the delisting . 

If you have questions, Beth Foster Hill can be contacted at beth.foster@iowa.gov. 

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Foster 
National Register Coordinator 

(thL·:f-:>{.1:.s 
for 

Steve King 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

ST/\f~ HISTOR/C.l'\l. BUILDING • 600 E LOCUSl Sf. • DES MOINlS. IA 50319 • P: 515 28l ~111 • CULTURALAFFAIRS ,ORG 



J.WVVW. kJXLe; ii i V i y 
Division of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
26 E. Market St., Iowa City, Iowa 52240

Site Niimher 9 5 —00/  ̂—OOZ^,

District Name.
Map Reference #_

Identification
1. Site Name_______ (first) Forest Cltv Public T.ibr^ry
2. VillaeefTown/Citv Forest CitV
3. Street Address..
4. Legal Location.

-Township. rniinty Wt nTifibago

UriMn:
Rural:

subdivision
township

block
range

parcel
section

subparcei

section of Vt section

5. UTM Location: zone.

6. Owner(s) Name___
7. Owner(s) Address__

*^8260 4790290 .

(Sireet address) (City) (State)

8. Use: Procorstinsuranf!R rnnrnany nffi r.p______nriginai 1-i h-m-ry

(Zip)

l&X-KiX^/RiiiiHpr CaH. Lackore, Contrantnr
Description
9. Date of Construction___ > 899_______

10. Building Type:
□ single-family dwelling □ industrial
□ multiple-family dwelling Q educational
IS3 commercial

11. Exterior Walls: □ clapboard □ stone 0brick □ board and batten □ shingles □ stucco
□ other________________________ with stone trim_______________

□ other institutional 
Q public

□ religious
□ agricultural

12. Structural System: □ wood frame with interlocking joints □ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
masonry load-bearing walls □ iron frame □ steel frame with curtain walls □ reinforced concrete 

□ other_________________________________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: □ excellent □ good ^L^^ir □deteriorated
14. Integrity: ® original site □ moved—ifso, when?^_______ _____________________________________________________________

C)Ver^"c*enl!^r dates^nd architect, if kn^vyn) and any oth^r notable features of building and site; ^Paraibet

ground floor partially iricked^int°^ Pane remove , cen er vn.naow on
15. Related Outbuildings and Property; □ barn □ other farm structures □ carriage house □ garage □ privy-

□ other________________________________________
16. Is the building endangered? □ no Dyes—if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: □ open land □ woodland □ scattered outbuildings O densely built-up S<3 commercial 
□ industrial □ residential □ other_____________________________ _______

18. Map 19. Photo 
RolL^I Frame__9A__View Frtnnf Fararis

M St.

^ I Q

( 

J.V VV U. UHC::: .ll l V C::l HUl y 
Division of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
26 E. Market St. , Iowa City, Iowa 52240 

Identification 

Site Number 9 5-004-004 
District Name _______________ _ 
Map Reference;; ______________ _ 

1. Site Name (first) Forest City Pub 1 ic Library 
2. Viilage/T own/City 

3. Street Address 

4 . Leg;il Loation 

5. UTM Loation: zone 

6. Owner(s) Name 

7. Owner(s) Address 

Forest City Township ___________ County Winnebago 

Urban : 
Rur•I : 

subdivision 
township 

block 
r~nse 

p•rcel 
section 

subparcel 
¼ section of v. section 

__ l_S ___ eastinFrg_4_4_8_2_6_0 __ northin&-_4_7_9_0_2_9_0_; Acreag"'-=-'-'c; __________ _ 

(Strttt •ddress) (Cityl (State) (Zip) 

8. Use: Presentinsuranc e company Of fj Ce Original ... __ ]....._.j .... b ...... r""a"--r~yc.._ ____________ _ 

Description 
9. Date of Construction __ ,~8~9~9-----~~Builder C. He Lacko re' Contractor 

10. Building Type: 
O single-family dwelling 
O multiple-family dwelling 
@. commercial 

O industrial 
O educational 

0 other institutional 
O public 

O religious 
O agricultural 

11 . Exterior Walls: O clapboard O stone 'fia' brick O board and batten O shingles O stucco 
□ other ____________ w_i·_t_h __ s_t_o_n_e __ t_r_i_m _________________ _ 

12. Structural System: O wood frame with interlocking joints O wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
~masonry load-bearing walls O iron frame O steel frame with curtain walls O reinforced concrete 
O other· ____________________________________________ _ 

13. Condition: O excellent O good QiQ_fair O deteriorated 
14. Integrity: ~ original site O moved-if so, when? ____________________________ _ 

Notes on alterations , a9ditions (with dates and architect , if. krn;>v-:n) and any oth~r notable features of building and sitr: , Par a De t 
over center bay lowered; inscription uane.L removed; center winoow on 
ground floor partially oricked in. ~ 

15 . Rel.ited Outbuildings ;ind Property: O barn O other farm structures O carriage house O garage O privy 

O other---------------------------------------------
16. Is the building end.ingeredr Ono O yes-if so , why? __________________________ _ 

17. Surroundings of the building: O open land O woodland O scattered outbuildings O densely built-up t21_comrnercial 

O industrial O residential O other----------------------------------

18. Map · 19. Photo I Roll 557 Frame 9A View Fran t Facade 

N 

East r 

r: . 



SiQ^rii- iCCmC© (indicate sources of information for all statements)

19 Architectural significance
a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

□ b. Contributing structure
□ c. Not eligible/intrusion

The first Forest City Public Library is one of the few remaining 
pre-Carnegie buildings in Iowa, A street front building in the 
Richardsonian commercial style characteristic of the 1890's, its 
facade is an interesting exercise in layered transparency, overlapping 
bays and triangular configurations of round-arch and square-headed^ 
openings.

Theme(s). Social/Humanitarian20. Historical Significance
a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

□ b. Contributing structure
□ c. Not eligibie/intrusion

The first public library at Forest City is one of tv;o known instances (that are extant) 
in lov/a of the erection of a library building funded exclusively v.dth public money during 
the formative period of Iowa library development. The other, at Des I'.oines, vras built 
from tax levies. The Forest City library/, hov/ever, vias financed almost entirely 
v.’ith donations from tot-nspeople, v;ith the remainder coming from city funds, thus illustra
ting a high level of community support and self-reliance that required no assistance from 
a single viealthy benefactor. The building, opened in September 1899, served as a library 
until a new and larger one was erected in 1927.

21. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

—DHPFIR, G, Mansheim, June 1979.

—DHPLSQ-1, Mrs, Raymond Schmidt, Librarian,

Prepared hy S,Klingensmith n.to August, 1980
Address 617 N. Gayugf=), Tthar-a..
Organization------------------------------- —-------------------

1\TV .Telephone 6Q.7__27

For Division of Historic Preservation^CFse Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property
□ County Resource File
□ Windshield Survey

□ National Register
Q Grants-ln-Aid;------------------------------------- -
□ Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces
a. _______________________
b. ____________________
c.
d.

e.

^tll Review and Compliance Project:

'* □ Other------
I □ Other-----

□ Other____

3. Photo Images 957/8A-12A,

Significance (Indicate sourCt:, S o f information for all statements) 

19 . Architectur,I signific.nce 

l':J. a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

O b. Contributing structure 

0 c. Not eligible/ intrusion 

The first Forest City Public Library is one of the few remaining 
~re-Carnegie buildings in Iowa. A street front building in the 
Richardsonian commercial style characteristic of the 1890's its 
facade ~s a~ interesting_ exerc~se in layered transparency, o~erlap ping 
bays_ana triangular configurations of roun d-arch and square-headed 
openings. 

20. Historial Significance Theme(s) __ s_oc_i_· a_l_/H_wn_an_i_t_a_r_1._· a_n_· _____________ _ 

.[] a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

O b. Contributing structure 

O c. Not eligible/intrusion 

( 

The first public library at Forest City is one of t wo knm•,n instances (that are extant) 

in Iowa of the erection of a library building funded exclusively Hit.11 pub lic money curing 

th2 formative period of Iowa library development. The other, at Des r-~oine s, ,..,as built 

fro:n tax levies. The Forest City library, however, was f ina"lced almost entirely 

v:i th donations from townspeople, Hi th t."le remainder coming fror~. c ity fu."'lci s , thus illus tra

tir.g a high level of community support and self-reliance thnt reqJired no 2ssistance fro:n 

a single wealthy benefactor. The building, opened in September 1899 , served as a library 

uritil a new and larger one ,.-;as erected in 1927. 

21. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication : author, titl e, place of publication, date, etc.): 

--DH.PFIR, G. Mansheim, June 1979. 

--DHPLSQ-1, Mrs. Raymond Schmidt, Librarian. 

Prepared by s.Klingensmi th 
Address 617 N. Gayuga,Itbaca, r-.ry 

Date August, 1980 
Telephone 607 273-5684 

Organization ________________________________________ _ 

For Division of Historic Preservation.~Use Only 

1. Ottice Information Sources on this Property 

O County Resource Fil e 

D Windshield Survey 

D National Regis ter 
0 Grants-In-Aid : ______________ _ 

Cl Determination of Eligibility 

2. Subject Traces 

a . 

b 

C. 

d . 

e . 

,. 

l 
itJ Review and C<Jmpli ance Project: 

1 ., ---------------------
; D Other _________________ _ 

f O Other __________________ _ 

O Other _________________ _ 

~?- Photo Images - --'5~5...!...7.!._/----=8~A~-__:_1 2::::.!..!:A...!!.•------



NPS Fanil 1040IM (M2)
CNMB NO.10Z4-00W 
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form

For NPS use <mty ? 

received
date entered

Continuation sheet Item number Page

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group

Name Public Library Buildings in Iowa Thematic Resources
State Iowa

Nomination/Type of Review

‘“11. Council Bluff Free Public ??ubqts.ntlvs Review Keeper 
Library

Attest
Substantive

Date/Signature

/V-/'

12. Drake Public Library Keeper

Attest

4-/
13. Eldon Carnegie Library Sulatantfw Keeper

Attest
14. Eldora Public Library Substantive Lovloifi Keeper

f
Attest

15. Emmetsburg Public Library ^bstantXve Keeper

Attest __^
__ »r

16. Ericson Public Library

Attest

MeSntfye Hevle.

17. Esthervllle Public Library S>ubstantlve Ifevie?; Keeper f'

Attest
18. Fairfield Public Library ^^^^tantive Review Keeper

Attest

71
'TS. Forest7~City Public .Librar^^^^'^Q'fcuntlvo RevTevj Keeper

Attest _______________
^tlatantlvo Re-srow Keeper /x;^'________

Attest

20. Free Public Library

f ■■.. J1^ 1^

NPS Form 10-900-a 
~ 

0MB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Histo_ric Places 
Inventory-Nomination Fo.rm 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ,_ ..,_ Id 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Public Library Buildings ift Iowa Thematic Resources 
State _.........;;;;=I=ow=a.;;.....;;=;..;;;..;:;;.;;;;..<._;;;;.,=~...;..;;.s,~ ........ ----------------------

Nomination/Type of Review 

'
0 11. Council Bluff Free Public 

Library 

\ "
1 12. Drake Public Library 

13. Eldon Carnegie Library 

14. Eldora Public Library 

15. Emmetsburg Public Library 

16. Ericson Public Library 

17. Estherville Public Library 

18. Fairfield Public Library 

Date/Signature 

·~,,'hqfa.ntfve ltev1A1f Keeper 

Attest 

Substanffve ~ ~7i~w K eeper 
J / __,_(/...C __________ , s 

Attest 

SubstanffvEJ It ,1 0 w 
Ke:per 

Attest 

Subat ant fvs 1:.._vfow Keeper 

Attest 

IJ I 
c+ 

li!JlDBt"'1U ~o "••feW Keep.;. ~~ #,:3 
Attest --:;#-

Sullsl:'-nfive !!evf.., Keeper/4/4~-w~ 

Attest 

guostantive Ilevfew Keeper 7 

Subotnni 1 ·1t,, RovI ew 

I 
Attest 

Keeper~# 

Attest 

ibrary SuoafamtlH, ·1:evfe ., Keeper ;tJ &A.n~ #fttr 
Attest 

20. Free Public Library Keeper 

Attest 





Forest City Public Library (First) 
13, Cl&1rk Sfr~ t 
Forest City, Iowa 
By: DIY\ A-
Date: 1979 
View: north 
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hard surface 
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>IATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOnlC PLACES 
......_.StateeD1p181 1.a,1-• 9 PW 
~ ................ 

£VALUATION/ RETURN SHEE . 

,Nomination returned for: , technical corrections cited below 
~ ~ . ., 

1-. ~-<:-•· ;--~•ubatantlve reasons dl1cu1ud below 
: 'f.i. 

1~ Name '. 
... '~- , ... ~ :':.'t ::t 

2. Location 

3. Classification 
81 I • ..... ...... .... . ... 

..... ,,1111 I I Bil 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

ts. Representation In Existing Surveys 

7. Description 

0 Plfa ----_ ..... _ _, ---_ ....... ---_,.,.... ---__ 4 • 

...... ,..,...,, ...... ·--- ......... , 

.... _ _....., .. --- .. __ 
-----~-----fll ....... ..,........, __ 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/ lnteg rlty 
dates 

,.. .. 



a. Significance -
,.._ ., ■■•s•n111a-C1C1•1•• aM ,_.,.._ ........... ...._ ...... 

__ !ummary paragraph 

completeness 
__ tlarlty 
__ -.pplicable criteria 
__ justiflcat Ion of areas 

checked 

- relating significance to 
tho C'03~UrCC! 

context 
relationship of Integrity 

to ~igniflcance 
Justif I cation of exceptiGn 
other 

9. Major Blbllographical References 

I 

l.! O. Geographical Data ._ , 
y,._,... ._........, ______ .p~ ~ p._~~ . ·-------

al'lldu -
• :.J. 

....... 2 ., ..... __,, -··· 

X /J ~ ~ I/ /4} D 

11. Form Prepared By i' 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification ,..~ ............ ,..,_., ____ , --
_....,...., __ , .... ,Oftloer ....... .. 

13. Other 
_ Maps 

_~Photographs 

--· Other 

-
__ loee'. 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to _____________ _ 

Signed Phone: 202 272 - 350, 

Comments for ■ ny Item may be continued on ■ n attached sheet 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Forest City Public Library (Public Library 
Buildings in Iowa TR) ' ~

Winnebago County 
IOWA

resubmission
nomination by person or local government 

im owner objection 
□ appeal

Substantive Hevlew

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: 7/
Action: «>-^CEPT -9

.RETURN.

.REJECT.
Federal Agency:

□ appeal □ nr decision□ requestQ sampleSubstantive Review:

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria^ 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date______4^

see com

ichnical corrections ciWd belowNomination returned for:
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Has this property been determined eligible? □ no

7. Description

Condition
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□ good
□ fair

I I deteriorated 
I I ruins 
□ unexposed
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I I dates
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□ original site
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates 3uilder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

n summary paragraph 
n completeness %
□ clarity
□ applicable criteria
□ Justification of areas checked
□ relating significance to the resource
□ context
□ relationship of integrity to significance
□ justification of exception
□ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

Geographical Data

^J^Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name
UTM References ^ ^

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps
□ Photographs
□ other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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