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VénhamHi storic District extends for 1.8 mles along both sides of Main
Street (Route | A), starting at theBeverly line andending at the Hamlton
line. Theroad runs i nanortherly direction for about onemile, then, curv-
ing asi tenters thecenter of town, continues ontotheHamlton line i n a
north-easterly direction. State Route | Ai sawell traveled highway through
the center of this small, tree-shaded New England village.

Entrance t o Vénhamfrom t he south i s marked by twostriking |andscape fea-
tures. The shores of VWnham Lake appear on t hewesterly side, while t o the
east. Pond Hill rises sharply, then falls t oflood plain level. A series of
low hills andridges continue along this side of theroad as far as t he cente”
of town. Beyond this point, both sides areconpletely level. Promnent open
space features between Pond Hill andthetown center include twogolf courses
both of which slope upward t oridges slightly beyond theDistrict boundaries.
Bet ween these golf courses' is located thetown cemetery. Bordering thestree
is OdBurial Hill, itsusedating fromthel7th century. Qn thewesterly
side of theroad, open areas appear at intervals, including a town park of
13.5 acres.

The Historic District contains 89 buildings, themajority of whichare
located rather close tothestreet. Buildings other than residences include
the Town Hall, afire andpolice station, p\iblic library, theFirst Church,
the VWnhamHistorical Association & Miseum a t eahouse and a dress shop, the
post office, areal estate office, a small grocery, a sport shop andan offic?*
building. Except for thechurch andtown hall, al |l arevery small i nscale.
The form of Main Street is typical of a small New England town i n which rmay
be traced apattern of evolutionfrom early beginnings as a farmng comunity

VénhamHi storic District represents three centuries of architecture, in-
cluding buildings of aw de variety of styles, fromthel7thcentury through
the 19th century, with modifications of thenmore formal and conventional city
styles t ofit theneeds of arural community. Main Street's houses of al |
periods arenodest i nsize, seldompure i nstyle, am xof features oftenal -
tered t osuit theneeds of successive generations.

Architecturally important buildingsinclude thefollowing. (Allare of
clapboard, wood franme construction, with theexception of thebrick Lunmus
Tavern.)

Claflin-Richards House - built i n1562with a 1673 addition; already
submtted t ot heNational Register.

John Solart, Sr. House - c. 1670; ridge roof, center chimey with gable
end t othestreet; enlarged i n1696 andagain i n1740; five bays wide and one
bay deep.

Richard Hutton House - c. 1679; originally oneroom enlarged t o two-
story, tworoons with center chirmey. Duet oalterations i nl1726, 1745, 1842
and 1870's, house nowhas G eek Revival pediments on endgables andis five
bays wide with covered center entrance on facade; twosmall chinmmeys set i n
rear slope of ridge roof. n

Hobbs House - core of house built i n1688, incorporated into present gam 13
brel roof colonial i n1760; twolarge chimeys set i nfrom sides of roof;
five bays wide andtwodeep, with sinple pedimented andpilastered \cente]i en-
trance.

Ebenezer Batchelder, Sr. House - early 18th century with twointerior chijn
neys replacingoriginal center chimmey; center entrance with enclosed porch.

(conti nued) Nttt T\
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Dr. Samuel Dodge House - c. 1804; Federal style with small center chimey;
gable endt ostreet; center entrance on five bay facade.

Lummus Tavern - 1826 | ate Federal style; only old brick structure inthe
District. Excellent exanple of stage coach inn of t heperiod with four end
chimeys seti nthefront andrear slopes of thebroad ridge roof; arched cen-
ter entrance with fanlight; original kitchen wing tothe rear.

Town Hall - modified Italian Villa style; main center block, with arched
second floor wi ndows, protrudes twobays fromtwolarge side wings; latter
have wooden quoi ns.

Ot her nineteenth century buildings include early t omd-century country
style farmhouse "colonials" (many with Geek Revival features), twomd-century
mansard style, several i nthecarpenter Gothic style (onean exceptionally
bheautiful exanple) and a large variety of mxed Victorian styles with Geek
Revival or Gothic features. 60%of thebuildings along Main Street were built
by 1900. Wth a fewexceptions, buildings i nthearea arei nexcellent condi-
tion. Buildings and grounds arewell maintained and enhance t henatural charm
and beauty of theentire town.

GPO 921.724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

VWnhamHistoric District presents thepicture of atypical ol d New Eng-
land main street with village green, essentially unchanged diiring t he great-
er part of itslong history. |Itsatnosphere i sof a sem -rural residential
communi ty, yet many characteristics of i tsearly beginnings as a completely
rural agricultural settlement areretained. Several factors unite the in-
dividual buildings i nthis area, which i sdefined by natural boundaries. O
great inmportance i sthecontinuous thread of history which shows a pattern
of participation i nthesignificant events of town, state and nation as they
have occurred during thenore than 325 years of Vénhams existence. O equcl
importance i sarchitecture, but noti ntheusual sense of numerous buildings
of thesane period or style. Rather thearea i simportant because of its
architectural variety, a quite unusual picture of changing styles covering
a span of three centuries. Mny buildings were t hehomes of craftsmen who
carried on small local industries: mllers, tanners, shoemakers, bl acksmth?”,
wheel wrights, carpenters, weavers and spinners. Oher residents were bee-
keepers, farmers, shopkeepers or innkeepers. Occasionally nmore anmbitious
busi nesses were conducted i n buildings now destroyed, including at |east
two shoe manufactories.

The main street of thetown was originally an Indianpath skirtingthe
shores of the Geat Pond (Vénham Lake). This area was thefishing and hunt-
ing ground as well as t hehome of Naunkeag |ndians fromt heAlgonquin tribe,
an agricultural people who left evidence of their occupation of theland
near t hepond. Large nunbers of stone inplements have been found, and re-
mains of their hillocks, planted with corn and fertilized with alew ves
fromthestream running tothelake, can be seen upon t henearby golf cours?,

VWhite settlement of thearea began i n1635 with grants of land to t he
"Od Planters" along t henow North Beverly shore, followed shortly by grants

to other settlers who spread northward along theold "Bay Path". | n 1638,
Hugh Peter, pastor of thechurch i nSalem preached a sernon of encourage-
ment t oprospective Vénhamsettlers froma small hill beside thelake, a

spot now commenorated by a plaque. Peter, politically involvedwith Oliver
Crommvel | before coming t o Salem later returned t o Engl and where he con-
tinued his associationwith Crommvell as a chaplain and as a fanmous preacher
anong t hePuritans. 1 n 1643 Wnhamwas established as a town by the Genera]
Court.

Topography not only influencedthechoice of site for theearly settle-
ment but very likely favored as well thelocation of theentire Bay Path
bet ween Sal em and Newburyport as i tleft thecoast tocutinland, following
I ndian pathways t o connect early land grants around t hepond with neighbor-
ing settlements tothenorth. Three half-mlestonesdated 1710 stillre-

(continued)
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8. Significance (continued)

main inplace on theeasterly side of Main Street indict Et heroad, at
an early date, followed along below theridge line totheeast and avoided t he
great swanplands t ot hewest. These half-mlestones indicate distancesto

Sal em Boston, Ipswich and Newburyport.

Not far from thelake i sthetow cemetery, with itsold Burial Hill prom -
nently located beside t heroadway. Though thehill was probably used for this
purpose from earliest settlement, first mention as toitsuse and care appears
in theTown Records of 1681. The earliest legihle gravestone i sdated 1713.

Wse was continuallynade of t hepond area for recreational purposes. Early
18th century town records arefilled with regulations astoitsuse and the
preservation of common rights. The beauty of thelake and it sprofusion of
fish and water fow attracted not only local residents but also sumer visitors
and travelersfrom abroad. By thetime of t heRevolution, political and liter-
ary figureswere famliar with thearea. | n1774 General Gage changed his resi
dence from Boston t o Danvers and nade frequent excursions t o nearby VénhamLake
for rides on a "pleasure barge".

Little occurred todisturbtheserenity of thelake until theconming of the
ice industry i nthemd-19th century. Beginning with theconstructionof ice
houses i n1842, WénhamLake ice becane internationally famus as i twas shipped
all over theworld. So great was thedemand for this ice that an imitation was
marketed from a lake in Norway renamed VénhamLake. | n1873 fire destroyed
nost of theice plant and only local markets were supplied for t heremainder of
the century. Almost no trace of this industry remains today.

Two other sites within theDistrict serve today as rem nders of Vénhams
past. Pingree Field, now a park of 13 acres, was, during theCivil Vér period,
aprinciple part of Ganp Lander. 130 Vnhamnen served i nthis war. During th”
late 19th century, horse cars were a famliar node of transportation. A small
grassy plot i nthecenter of town i sthesite on which t heNaunkeag Street Rail]-
road, having received permssion toextend itsline into Vénham erected a hous
for thecars and a stable for forty horses. The line proved t obe nost profitaj-
bl e and was one of thelast t obe discontinued.

0 theearly houses still standing on Main Street, a nunber have particular]-
'y important associations. The Claflin-Richards House was built i n1662 by
Robert MacClaflin, with an additioni n1673 for theuse of t heRev. Joseph Ger-
rish. This house has previously been submtted totheNational Register.

The Richard Hutton House (c. 1679), at 185 Main Street, was t he hone of one
of theearly settlers of thetown. Hutton was seven times a selectman andac-
tive inother town affairs i nthelatter half of thel7th century. COccupying
the house i nthelate 18th century was Dr. Daniel Killam H was a nenber of
both branches of t he General Court, menber of t he Governor's Council, political
friend of John Quincy Adans and of Timothy Pickering and one of t he founders of
the American Acadeny of Arts and Sciences.

The Hobbs House (1688) at t hecorner of Monunent Square and Main Street was”
in 1760, t hehone of Nathaniel Brown, a justice of thepeace and long activei n
town affairs inpre-revolutionarytimes, a loyalist who remained i n Vénham
during thewar. The house was |ater occupied by Deacon Mbses Foster, a town

(continued)
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clerk for many years andrepresentative t ot he General Court during the 1830's.
Henry Hobbs acquired t hehouse i n1865andoperated an adjoining harness shop.
The Lummus Tavern of 1826, located at 188 Main Street, was an inportant

inn ontheroad from Salemt o Newburyport. |t included a cluster of buildings
geared t ot heconfort of stagecoach passerngers andt hecare of vehicles and
horses. Theold tavern sign with its synbol of Masonry still exists and points

out theuseof thetavern for Masonic meetings. The house also served as a
post office between 1830 and 1837 and sonetinme |ater as a district school.

The First Church in Vénham at Main andArbor Streets, was organized i n
1644 in what was probaialy a very rude andtenporary meeting house. The present
church building was constructed i n1843, thefifth i na series of neetinghouse;;
erected t okeep pace with t hechanging needs of t heconmunity. Althoughi n
1833 separation of church and state became a | awof t he Coomonweal th, town
meetings continued tobeheld i nthechurch until 1853. |1 n1815a Sunday School
was organized, oneof thefirst i nthecountry. The steeple clock has been
serving as a town clock since 1867.

Vé¢nham Town Hal |, 134 Main Street, was constructed i n1853, t he first
building tobebuilt specifically for theuseof town meetings. |t contained
a large meeting roomonthesecond floor, while thefirst floor housedt he
town of fices as well as a schoolroom Thelatter room becane available for
use as apiiblic librairy i n 1885.

A series of buildings deserve nention because of local historical interest
These arelocated i nt hebusiness section of thetown center andincludethe
Perkins Drug Store (1877) nowa grocery, theStanton-Porter grocery store
(1897) nowa dwelling, theold fire house of 1849 andthe "new' fire houseof
19j6l, thelatter twostill used for other town facilities.

The town of VWnhamvoted this district a local Historic MMAfc' crMitAriryMch,
1972. N
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