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1. Name 
historic Leather Dist r ic t 

and/or common same as above 

2. Location /£^..^A /^-r-.^,^lj. A ^ti^^-^-c i^^e., ^r.e.e/^^d,L ^-^^.u^ 
. Q ' ~ N/A ^ 5 ^ 

street & number g g ^ j S r ^ g g h ^ ' s ^ ^ t ' g t ^ ^ t ^ Kneeland, Essex. Tu f t s_ not for publication 

city, town Boston N/A vicinity of cen^Fessional-distrtcl • 

state Ma. code 025 county Suffolk code 025 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

X district 
Ownersh ip 

public 
building(s) ? private 
structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
object in process 

Jl /Abeing considered 

f 
Status 

^ occupied 
unoccupied 
worit in progress 

Access ib le 
y yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
parte 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mi l t ip l e - see continuation sheet 

street & numtier 

city, town N/A vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. R e g i s t r y o f Deeds - S u f f o l k C o u n t y 

street & number Penibertcai Square 

city, town Boston state Ma 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title 
(a) InventcoiY of the Historic Assets 

of The Ccnmonwealth of Mass. has this property been determined elegible? 1 yes 
DOE 9/3/80 

no 

date June 1980 . federal ? state county X local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Cotinission 

Boston 
city, town state 

(b) see continuation shedt 



7. Description Leather Di s t r i c t , Boston, MA 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent-^v-jrt deteriorated unaltered _2L original site M/A 

— good ' ' ' ruins ^ altered moved date 
- fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Boston L e a t h e r D i s t r i c t i s l o c a t e d i n t h e southernmost p o r t i o n o f Boston's 
C e n t r a l Business D i s t r i c t , and i s l a r g e l y bounded and i s o l a t e d by t h e r a i l r o a d 
yards on A t l a n t i c Avenue to the east, the Surface Artery to the west and north, and the 
Massachusetts Turnpike ramps to the south. South Station (NR-1975) l i e s to the 
northeast. The D i s t r i c t contains f i f t y - f o u r parcels of land, on which stand mostly 
commercial buildings, along with a few l i v i n g and working l o f t spaces for a r t i s t s . 
The area was re-developed from a low-rent residential/commercial d i s t r i c t for the 
shoe and leather trade, primarily during the 1880s and 1890s, with some lat e r 
construction i n the f i r s t quarter of the twentieth century largely located i n the 
southermost blocks bounded by Kneeland Street. Romanesque Revival designs dominate 
the early years of construction, as does the Classical vocabulary at the turn of the 
century and beyond. Red brick and brownstone are the favored building materials, as 
well as l i g h t e r colored b r i c k , terra cotta, granite, limestone and cast stone. The 
core of the d i s t r i c t i s remarkable for i t s in t a c t q u a l i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s cast 
iron storefronts, and i t s harmony of design, scale, and materials. Most of these 
buildings are f i v e or six stories i n height and are characterized by continuous 
fl o o r levels, band courses, and cornice l i n e s . There are only three intrusions w i t h i n 
the d i s t r i c t : the buildings at 194-204 Lincoln Street (A), 47 -51 Utica Street (B) , 
and 154-156 Kneeland Street (C). 

The major buildings are described below i n chronological order. 

Centrally located i n the d i s t r i c t i s 90-100 South Street ( 1 ) , designed i n 1883 by 
A.S. Drisko. Romanesque Revival i n s t y l e , i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the two 
ea r l i e s t extant structures w i t h i n the Leather D i s t r i c t . Actually a double building 
with i d e n t i c a l treatments, i t i s constructed of red bric k , retains i t s cast iron 
storefront, and features granite and brick corbelled belt courses, round arched 
fenestration at the 5th l e v e l , and a brick corbelled cornice. (Photo #2) 

Close by i s 114-122 South Street ( 2 ) , at the corner of Beach Street, also designed 
i n 1883 by Lewis Weissbein and W.H. Jones. (Weissbein designed the Morse Block i n 
1880, now destroyed, the f i r s t commercial structure b u i l t during the d i s t r i c t ' s 
re-development.) Of red brick construction, i t features an int a c t cast iron 
storefront, brownstone t r i m including panels i n the spandrels over the 2nd l e v e l , 
cast iron window mullions, and a corbelled cornice course over the 4th l e v e l . (Photo #2) 

Between these two buildings i s 102-112 South Street ( 3 ) , designed by Alden Frink 
i n 1884, and unique as the only Queen Anne style structure i n the entire Leather D i s t r i c t . 
Another double building with v i r t u a l l y i d e n t i c a l s t y l i n g , i t i s rendered i n red 
brick and features, i n addition to i t s cast iron storefront, carved f l o r a l panels, 
terra cotta t i l e s , and stone sunbursts over the 3rd l e v e l . Round arched 
windows with sunbursts are located at the 5th l e v e l , and a triangular pediment caps 
each building. (Photo #2) 

Facing these buildings on the west side of South Street i s the block which i s the 
most Richardsonian i n nature. 141-157 South Street ( 4 ) , prominently sited at the 
corner of Beach, i s a Richardsonian Romanesque structure designed i n 1884 by John H. 

V. 
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Besarick. I t s red brick and brownstone wrap-around facade retains i t s cast iron 
storefront, and features a curved comer and recessed comer entry. The facade is 
articulated by an arcade incorporating levels 2-5, with oculus windows accenting the 
comer and ends of the biiilding. 

121-123 South Street (5) is a narrow Richardsonian Ronanesque structure designed i n 
1886, i t s 2nd-4th levels organized within a single monumental round arch enriched 
with omamental terra cotta t i l e s i n the spandrels. Brownstone s i l l and l i n t e l 
courses, decorative brickwork, and stone b a l l f i n i a l s capping corbelled end piers 
are other features of this small, handscme structure. (Photo #5) 

Lincoln Street between Tufts and Beach was the next area to be developed after the 
corresponding block on South Street. Again, largely Richardsonian i n style, i t s red 
brick facades present a homogeneous block, though the storefronts have a l l been 
remodelled. 116-128 Lincoln Street (6), designed i n 1888 by Franklin E. Kidder, is 
a red brick and brownstone Richardsonian Ronanesque structure, featuring a r u s t i ­
cated brownstone ashlar 2nd level. 3-story arches enconpass levels 3-5, with 
Ronanesque capitals capping the central piers, brownstone molded archivolts, and 
brownstone medallions i n the spandrels. The bxiilding is topped by an arcaded 
corbelled comice. (Photo #1) 

146-154 Lincoln Street (7), at the comer of Beach, was designed i n 1892 by Winslow 
& Wetherell. Richardsonian i n style, i t also includes sane classical detailing. 
Rendered i n red brick with terra cotta trim, i t s 2nd level features coupled windows 
enclosed i n se^ental arches with flared brick l i n t e l s , and a denticular comice 
course. The three central bays of levels 3-5 are articulated by piers tenninating 
i n terra cotta caps and round arches with molded archivolts. 

Large terra cotta medallions omament the areas between the 6th level windows. The 
comice is coiposed of brick dentils, a leafy terra cotta course, and surmounting 
copper comice punctuated by lions' heads. 

The Lincoln Building (8) at 66-86 Lincoln Street, at the comers of Essex and Tufts, 
has three formally finished facades. Designed i n the 2nd Renaissance Revival style 
by Willard T. Sears i n 1894, i t i s constructed of red brick with Indianna limestone 
trim. I t s stone base contains two major entries, symnetrically located, and d i s t i n ­
guished by console keystoned arches springing from polished granite shafts. I t s 
largely t r i p l e window bays are characterized by stone keystoned l i n t e l s at levels 
2-4 and round arched at level 5. A rusticated stone 6th level accents the entry 
bays by oval windows. (Photo #1) 

The Albany Building (9) , 155-205 Lincoln Street designed i n 1899 by Peabody & Steams, 
is a monumental Beaux-Arts stmcture \\Mch occupies an entire block. Constructed of 
white brick and limestone with cast stone omament, i t features bevelled comers, 
and 2-story romd arched stone entries at the comers and long sides, elaborately 
embellished with swags, cartouches, and heraldic devices. Cast iron piers faced 
with Adamesque decoration divides the bays of the 2-story base. At the upper 
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levels, horizontal rustication aiphasizes the entry bays, further accented with 
round arched windows at the 5th level. A coiplex terra cotta comice with classical 
moldings crowns the building. 

The Hotel Essex (10) located at 687-695 Atlantic Avenue, at the comers of Essex and 
East Streets, is a Beaux-Arts steel frame skyscraper, designed i n 1899 by Arthur H. 
Bowditch. I t s •vdiite brick ba§e, horizontally rusticated, features a central entry 
surmounted by a round arched window flanked by stone cartouches, and a stone balcony 
supported by paired stone brackets. Proj ecting end pavillions are accented by white 
brick quoins. Ornamentaticn is concentrated i n the vhite brick arcading of levels 3-5 
of the central block, i t s spandrels aiibellished with cartouches. 

The Fur Merchants Warehouse (11) at 717-719 Atlantic Avenue is a late example of the 
Ronanesque Revival style, having been designed i n 1901 by William Gibbons Rantoul. 
I t s use of arcading at the 2-story base, coupled round arched windows at the 3rd 
level, Venetian arches at the 7th, and an arcaded top story, distinguishes this red 
brick structure, as well as i t s arcaded corbelling over the 3rd level and at the 
comice. An interesting feature is the smaller scale treatment of the 1st bay, 
probably reflecting an elevator shaft. 

The Chiam Building (12) at 739-749 Atlantic Avenue, at the comer of Beach Street, 
is a low, 3-story red brick and limestone stmcture designed i n 1917 by James E. 
McLaughlin as the South Postal Station. I t s Classical Revival vocabulary is exempli­
fied at the building's curved comer by the original trabeated entry (now bricked 
in) , i t s two Doric columns set i n antis. The comer is enphasized by cast stone 
eagles, swags, and heraldic shiiTds, and the modillion block comice and brick 
parapet are further omamented at the comer by swags and an oval shield. 

One of the last sizeable structures to be erected i n the Leather D i s t r i c t is the 
Pilgrim Building (13) at 208-212 South Street, designed i n 1919 by Monks and Johnson. 
An exanple of the steel frame skyscraper, i t is here clothed i n the omamental 
vocabulary of the Classical Revival. Rendered in yellow brick and terra cotta, i t s 
2-story terra cotta base features classically omamented pilasters and a modillioned 
comice course, and central entries with p a r t i a l l y intact segmental arched pediments. 
A transitional 3rd level and plain brick shaft are topped by a 2-story arcaded terra 
cotta comice, featuring rope molding and flanking pilasters. (Photo #2) 



8. Significance Leather D i s t r i c t , Boston, MA. 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

X 1800-1899 
X _ 1900-

Areas of Significance—Checic and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture-
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1883 - 1919 Builder/Arcliitect nult iple 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Boston Leather D i s t r i c t possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, set t i n g , 
materials and workmanship. I t i s associated d i r e c t l y with the i n d u s t r i a l develop­
ment of Boston and New England,and also r e f l e c t s Boston's vernacular reaction 
to concurrent architectural developments i n Chicago. The Leather D i s t r i c t i s 
outstanding as Boston's most int a c t and homogeneous d i s t r i c t of late nineteenth 
century vernacular commercial structures, as wel l as one of only a few such remain­
ing i n New England. Thus, the Leather D i s t r i c t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

The Leather D i s t r i c t , located i n what was known as the South Cove, was largely under 
water u n t i l the 1830s. During the eighteenth century wharves were b u i l t out ilong 
i t s o r i g i n a l shoreline, and by 1814 were located from the end of Essex Street, 
around Windmill Point, to Kneeland Street. By 1830, the South Cove was a t h r i v i n g 
commercial area centered around the wharves and d i s t i l l i n g industry. A p i v o t a l 
event for the South Cove's future was the extension of Sea Street i n 1828 across the 
Cove, resulting i n the shortest route to the r e l a t i v e l y undeveloped South Boston. 
The South Cove area thereby became a natural target for new commercial development. 
I t s strategic location close to the business d i s t r i c t , f o r t Point Channel, and 
Boston Harbor were contributing factors, but perhaps most important were i t s physical 
characteristics: dry f l a t s at low tid e and i t s proximity to a deep-water channel. 
The area was planned as a visionary development incorporating much—needed railroad 
terminals and related commercial development. In 1833, the South Cove Corporation 
was given a charter to f i l l i n the Cove and provide a terminal for the Boston and 
Worcester Railroad. By 1836, one-half of the Cove was f i l l e d i n , and by 1839 the 
f i l l i n g had been completed, adding seventy-seven acres (including the present 
Chinatown) and a railr o a d terminal to the c i t y . I n 1838, the United States Hotel, 
designed by William Washburn, had been constructed to accomodate the ra i l r o a d 
passengers, the largest hotel of i t s day i n the country. 

However, unforseen events prevented the planned commercial expansion i n the area. 
The f i n a n c i a l crash of 1837-38 created a t i g h t money s i t u a t i o n , causing the 
reluctance of commercial concerns to move int o an unsure area; furthermore, the 
economic advantages of locating adjacent to ra i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s were as yet un-
proven. Therefore, resulting from a need for low-cost housing to meet the great 
stream of immigration in t o Boston , housing which would additionally provide a sure 
income for the owners, the South Cove developed as a re s i d e n t i a l and related com­
mercial area. Photographic evidence reveals that i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l inclinations 
were probably similar to the o r i g i n a l remnants of the Chinatown area: red brick row 
houses with pitched roofs, a vernacular version of the Greek Revival. The expend­
able nature of t h i s low-cost housing, together with the area's independence from the 
railroads, were undoubtedly important factors contributing to the d i s t r i c t ' s re­
development i n the 1880s. 



9. IViajor Bibiiograpiiical References 

See continuation sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property H 
Quadrangle name B o s t o n S o u t h 

UMT References 

'^LAil P I 3| q 6. 0. q ^ M 9 . 0| 6,5,0| 
Zone Easting Northing 

CLJL2I b IS 1 d 3I OI d |4 6 I 9i ol 5i Ol ol 

E 

G 

Quadrangle scale 1 - 2 4 , 0 0 0 

B I 1 3 

I . I I I I 
J - J 1 ^ L _L 

Zone  

D | 1 | 9 | 

F 

H 

|3 |3 .0 |5 . 2,0 
Easting 

I 3| 3| 0| 4| 5| 0| 

I^^l 9.Q| ̂ |3|0 
Northing 

I 4| 6| 9, 0| 7| 0| 0| 

J—L 

J—L J-J . 

Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 

See continuation sheet 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state \ I / A code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 
by Mickail Koch 

name/title Candace Jenkins, Preservation Planning Director Boston Landmarks Cotirdssion 

organization Massachusetts Historical Carmission date 

street & number 294 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t telephone (617) 727 -8470 

city or town Boston state 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 
State H is tor ic Preservation O f f i c e r , JWC date 

For HCRS use only 
[hereby certify that this praperty is included in the National Register thereby certify that this prpperty is i 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of RegistratlQj 

G P O 9 38 8 3 5 



foim io-aoo.«- OMB Na1QM-0O1« 
Exe. 10-31-S4 

United States Department of the Interior UL^^-^M^'^'^.'U'^^W^ 
National Park Service ^ & i & ^ t ^ ^ \ p 

National Register of Historic Places l^^^ 
inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Leather D i s t r i c t , Boston, m Itemnumber 8 Pag^ 1 

^ . d a t e j e n t e f e d : i 

As far back as Colonial days, the boot and shoe industry was one of the State's 
leading industries. At f i r s t , the shoemaker dealt directly with the market, making 
shoes to order with his own or the ciostoner's leather. During the next phase, he 
manufactured many boots and shoes for a merchant to market at his own ri s k and 
p r o f i t . By 1810, 10% of Boston's shoe products were exported, many to the West 
Indies. Severe conpetition for orders made specialization necessary i n order to 
secure rapid work. After 182Q, the central shop systan quickly developed; here the 
leather was cut, given out to workers to coiplete the "i^pers", and given out again 
to the "makers" who would last and sew the boots and shoes. These were inspected i n 
the central shops and then tumed over to the Boston merchants. Biasiness expanded 
enormously and great fortunes were made. However, a l l this halted during the 
financial crash of 1837-38, v^en 90% of the shoe merchants failed. 

By 1840, a new trade had developed and s t i f f ccnpetition resulted from increased 
demands for s t y l i s t i c variation as well as insistance upon quality. More refined 
specializaticn, as well as the desire for econony, led to the introduction of 
machinery into the shoe-making process. Generally, the manufacturer put machines 
into the central shops and the workers followed these machines. 

The post-1850 expansion and i t s enphasis on the increasing economy of large- scale 
production, hastened the transition to the factory system in which a l l the shoe-
making was done under one roof. Imnense orders pushed production to i t s l i m i t , and 
vMle the southem and south-western markets remained firm, new markets opened i n 
California and Australia, a result of^the gold rush. Only the lasting and bottoming 
of shoes outside the shop continued into this period. But v^en the McKay machine 
for sewing soles was introduced i n the 1860s, and the Goodyear Welting l^chine i n 
1875, the last remnants of this cottage industry disappeared. 

Boston had been the marketing center for the shoe and leather industry from the 
early 19th century; i t had begun to assume large proportions as far back as 1828 
when to t a l sales fron Boston jobbing houses were over $1,000,000. 

Buyers came frcm the shoe towns to purchase supplies, and by about 1830, the larger 
manufacturers began to open offices and stores i n Boston. Soon, most of the leading 
merchants had established places of business there. For many years the American 
House on Hanover Street was the headquarters for the trade, i t s business center 
focused on the North and South Markets, Fulton, Blacks tone, and Shoe and Leather 
Streets. By 1849, the trade had begun to move southward into Pearl Street, then 
principally occupied by ̂ olesale dry goods houses; within a short time, this became 
i t s new center. Soon, "block after block of dwellings on High Street were levelled 
to make roan for warehouses" (Hemdon, p.8) . In 1865, there were over 200 jobbing 
houses i n Boston with annual donestic and foreign trade of over $50,000,000, f i f t y 
times the amount of 28 years previous. By 1860, New England was making not less 
than 80% of the shoes for donestic trade. 
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The great f i r e of November 10, 1872, ^^^ich levelled Boston's Central Business 
Di s t r i c t , also devastated the physical center of the shoe and leather industry. A l l 
of the wholesale shoe and leather houses, except for a few on Hanover Street, were 
btimed; 229 ^olesale shoe dealers, 189 leather concems, and about 100 firms i n 
related biisinesses were destroyed. The warehouses were f u l l of winter goods, and 
the loss i n goods and machinery was over $12,000,000, and i n buildings, $1,500,000. 
There was a concem as to whether the insurance conpanies could stand the enormous 
losses, but considering the scale of the disaster, a relatively small number of 
concems were ruined. The f i r e destroyed almost a l l the finished leather i n the • 
Eastem states, resxilting i n a price increase for hides and leather a l l over the 
country. After the f i r e , the d i s t r i c t was re b u i l t , and for several years, the trade 
continued to cling to i t . I t then spread to Summer Street, around Church Green, the 
New England Shoe and Leather Dealer Association (incorporated 1871) occupying new 
quarters i n the Church Green Building. By 1880, the trade begun to take over the 
area now known as the Leather D i s t r i c t . 

Although the caimercial re-development of the Leather D i s t r i c t area was for the most 
part concurrent with architectural events i n Chicago and New York, the stringent 
building codes resulting from the 1872 f i r e prohibited Boston's development along 
the same lines. The concem primarily for safety rather than linking safety with 
progress, led architects into a conservative reaction to the f i r e \̂ Mch severely 
limited development of new technology and use of new materials. Building heights 
were restricted by relationship to street widths, and party and f i r e wall regula­
tions limited roof forms and structural types. These codes resulted i n the pre­
dominance of m i l l construction, and precluded the type of structural innovations 
characterizing Chicago's post-fire rebuilding. 

Along with restraints inposed by bxxLlding regulations were functional demands 
iniposed by the requiranents of the leather industry, relating to efficient storage 
and movement of goods. The lowest section was often s p l i t level: both the high 
basement and display floor had huge glass windows set i n cast-iron frames. These 
floors housed display of merchandise, reception areas, and fuel storage areas. In 
order to maximize floor space, entries were recessed into the buildings and located 
at the comers v*iere possible, rather than sacrificing the floor area required by a 
building setback. The second floor, also given prominent windows, was occupied by 
the directors and was where business was transacted. The middle stories, charac­
terized by generous floor space and large windows, served the storage or warehouse 
function for active merchandise. Because ve r t i c a l transport was d i f f i c u l t , the top 
floor was generally reserved for storage of slow merchandise, and this function is 
usually reflected i n the differing architectural treatment of this top level. 

I t is notable that although these buildings were constructed for general lose rather 
than for a specific client, they were not speculatively b u i l t . Rather than sinply 
hiring contractors to erect s t r i c t l y u t i l i t a r i a n structures, there was real concem 
for architectural e}q)ression i^ereby architects were hired as designers. These 
architects were often lesser known, and the influences f i r s t of H.H. Richardson and 
later of' Peabody & Steams i s apparent. 
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The Leather District buildings were constructed primarily during the 1880's and 
1890's, and the area eirbodies the most intact and hatiogenous oonmercial district of 
such a size in the City. 

The district is characterized • 
largely by red brick structures with f l a t roofs, uniformly set back from the 
street, and featuring continuous floor levels, band courses, and comice lines. 
Omaitentation is generally rendered in brownstone. Buildings constructed around 1900 
and after were generally of lighter brick, characterizing the more up-to-date Classical 
Revival styles. The heart of the district is South Street, especially between 
East/Tufts and Beach Streets, a block that was constructed principally between 
1883-88 and which retains the highest degree of architectural integrity. The east 
side of South Street was developed f i r s t , of particular note being the double 
building at #102-112 (3), the only structure within the district using the decora­
tive vocabulary of the Queen Anne style. The west side is the most Richardsonian 
in nature, i t s development initiated by J. Franklin Faxon with the buildings at 
#141-157 (4) . His sponsorship of this structure along with #121-123 (5) and the 
Beebe Building at #127-131, as well as 103-2 Lincoln Street, make him the largest 
developer in the district in addition to his numerous development sites elsev^ere in 
Boston. Noteworthy is 141-157 South Street (4), a Richardsonian Ronanesque struc­
ture v^ch strongly claims i t s comer site and provides an anchor to this harmonious 
late 19th century block. Perhaps the most reflective of the Richardsonian style is 
the narrow building at 121-123 South Street (5), i t s fenestration organized within a 
single, monumental round arch. 

Backing onto this block of South Street is the area of Lincoln Street between Beach 
and Tufts, which was developed between 1888-1893, and although the storefronts have 
been remodelled, most are of synpathetic styling. The five buildings at 
104-144 Lincoln Street (6) were a l l constructed by the firm of Woodbury 6e Leighton. 
The largest and most successful contractors in New England during this period, they 
specialized in large p\iblic works. Number 130-2 Lincoln Street was designed by 
William Ralph Emerson, leading Boston architect, considered by many to be the 
inventor of the "Shingle Style" of architecture. Winslow and Wetherell, another 
praninent Boston firm, were designers of the three buildings at 134, D8-144, 
146-154 (7) Lincoln Street. 

Several 19th century structures on a much larger scale are located within the 
district. Among these are the 1894 Lincoln Building at 66-86 Lincoln Street (8) , 
designed in the 2nd Renaissance Revival style by Willard T. Sears. This is actually 
the second caimercial structure on the site, the f i r s t having been destroyed in the 
fire of 1888. Sears is perhaps best known for his partnership with Charles A. 
Cummings, designers of several landmarks in Boston. An original occupant of this 
building was the Ccnmonwealth Shoe and Leather Conpany, originator of the famcms 
"Bostonian" shoe. Another such structure is the Classical Revival/Beaux Arts South 
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Street building at 79- 99 South Street, designed in 1899 by the praninent firm of 
Winslow, Wetherell & Bigelow. This Jjuilding is particularly distinctive for its 
steel framing, one of only three such structures in the Leather District designed " 
prior to 1900. 

One of the most outstanding structures in the District is the 1899 Beaux Arts Albany 
Building C9) at 155-205 Lincoln StreetiDominating i t s streetscape, i t was one of the 
last major buildings to be erected in the District, and also utilizes the mare 
modem steel frame construction techniques. I t was designed by Peabody and Steams, 
a partnership termed "the most inportant arbiters of birLlding taste after 
H.H. Richardson" (Holden, p.114) . Moreover, the construction was done by Norcross 
Bros,, contractors for the majority of Richardson's works. I t provides a striking 
though not incoqjatible contrast with the predominantly late-Victorian ambience of 
the District. Located here frcm 1901-1929 was the United Shoe Machinery Ccnpany, an 
1899 consolidation of the three major shoe manufacturing conpanies, which by 1910, 
controlled 98% of the shoe machinery business in the United States, and by the late 
1920s had subsidiary conpanies throughout the world. Another original occupant of 
the Albany Building was the Frank W. Whitcher Co., manufacturers of and dealers in 
shoe and leather findings. One of the oldest concems of its kind in the United 
States, the business was originally founded by John Tillson vSiio opened his shop in 
1826 at 8 Hanover Street. 

The Essex Hotel CIO) at 687-695 Atlantic Avenue, designed in 1899 by prolific Boston 
architect Arthur Bowditch, was influenced by the design and structure of the Chicago 
School; however, i t s elaborate Beaux-Arts garb hides the very structural system that 
Chicago was attenpting to oiphasize. Formerly one of Boston's prominent hotels, i t 
was built to receive the great flow of passengers from the newly erected South Union 
Terminal (South Station) . 

During the f i r s t twenty years of the 20th century, other buildings erected in the 
Leather District responded to the steel-frame skyscraper technique, though s t i l l 
clothed in classical garb. The Pilgrim Building (13) at 208-212 South Street, 
designed in 1919 by >fonks and Johnson, is an excellent exanple of such a structure. 

In 1929, the leather trade ranked 4th in total value of products, after printing and 
publishing, women's clothing, and foundry and machine shop products. At that time 
i t was s t i l l "the great market, clearing house, and financial center for the entire 
New England shoe manufacturing industry" (Fifty Years, p. 175), with over 100,000 
pairs of shoes and slippers produced in a year. Today, the Leather District remains 
much as i t did a half century ago, the architectural quality of the designs reflect­
ing the inportance of the leather industry to Boston's economy, vhile at the same 
time revealing Boston's conservative response to progressive technical developments 
elsewhere. Fortunately, much of the 20th centviry re-development passed i t by, 
largely because of it s siting, and i t is currently the focus of City revitalization 
efforts. 
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Boundary Description; 
Beginning at the intersection of Essex Street and A t l a n t i c Avenue, and running i n 
a southwesterly direction along the westerly curb l i n e of A t l a n t i c Avenue to i t s 
Intersection with Kneeland Street; 

thence turning and running i n a northwesterly direction along the northerly curb 
li n e of Kneeland Street, u n t i l i t s intersection with the Surface Artery; 

thence turning and running i n a northeasterly direction along the easterly 
curb l i n e of the Surface Artery, u n t i l i t s intersection with Beach Street; 

thence turning and running i n a southeasterly d i r e c t i o n along the southerly 
curb l i n e of Beach Street; 

thence turning and running northeasterly along the easterly curb l i n e of Lincoln 
Street u n t i l i t s intersection with Essex Street; 

thence turning and running i n a southeasterly d i r e c t i o n along the southerly 
curb l i n e of Essex Street u n t i l i t s intersection with South Street ; 

thence turning and running i n a southeasterly direction along the westerly 
curb l i n e of South Street u n t i l i t s intersection with East Street; 

thence turning and running i n a southeasterly direction along the southerly 
curb l i n e of East Street; 

thence turning and running i n a northeasterly d i r e c t i o n along the side l o t l i n e 
of 20-24 East Street and 215 Essex Street (the Essex Hotel); 

thence turning and running i n a southeasterly d i r e c t i o n along the southerly 
curb l i n e of Essex Street to the point of beginning. 
Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 
The Leather D i s t r i c t was thoroughly documented during a 1980 building by building survey 
of the Central Business D i s t r i c t conducted by the Boston landmarks Commission. Boundaries 
are generally defined by the highways and r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s which ring the d i s t r i c t : 
railroad yards to the east, Surface Artery to the west, and the Massachusetts Turnpike to 
the south and the new Dewey Square Tower to the north. Within those boundaries only the 
vacant l o t bounded by the Hotel Essex and Essex, South and East Streets; and a 1956 
parking garage at the corner of Lincoln and Beach Streets have been excluded from the 
d i s t r i c t . 
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(617)723-4545 

HOSPITALITY INTERNATIONAL, INC 
M State Street and Merchants Row 
Boston. Mass. 02109 

CARL BAREN, PRESIDENT 
BARNETT B. BERLINER, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

RECElVEci 
AU3 1 C 1983 

JVIASS. tUST. COMM". 
Augvist 9, 1983. 

Re; 47-51 Utica Street 
182-192 Lincoln Street 
Leather Distric± 

Ms. Valerie Talitage 
Executive Director 
Deputy State Historic 

Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical 

GnmissiOTi 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

Dear Ms. Talmage; 

Thank you for your letter of August 1st, notifying us that our 
prc^jerty located at 47-51 Utica Street and 182-192 Lincoln Street 
is located in the Leather Historic District and of the Qitinissicn 
meeting to be held on Vfednesday, September 14th. 

We would certainly appreciate receiving a copy of the nomination. 

Sinoerely yours. 

HDSPITALITY 
BOSTCN. 

IONAL OF 

Baren, President 

HOTEL & MOTEL 

MANAGEMENT 



\AALTFR SOUTH STREET! 
r - r \ K A r r r A K \ BOSTON, MA 02111 
C O M F T O N (617)426-9216 ^UG 301983 

Candace Jenkins -
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 

.̂ Boston, MA 02108 

Dear :Ms, Jenkins :v > 

As a property^ ô /ner at 102 South Street, Boston 
I am very much i n favor of having the Leather : •̂ 
D i s t r i c t be declared for nomination to the '-̂ 9̂ iC%^̂ .̂̂  
National and State Register of Historic places, 

Good luck with the proposal. 



Ins-i ^isn^^c<i2 Conn 

September 7, 1983 

TERADYNC INC 
183 ESSEX SIHEET 

BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS 021 n 

TELE WK3NE 617 482 2700 

TWX 710 321 1055 

CABLE TERADYNEB 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Connnission 
Office of the Secretary of State 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

Attention: Valerie Talmage 
Executive Director 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

re: Leather H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

This l e t t e r i s w r i t t e n on behalf of Teradyne Realty, Inc., sole 
owner of the land and building located at 179 Lincoln Street, Boston and 
sole owner of the land and building located at 183 Essex Street, Boston. 
The 179 Lincoln Street property i s designated as 85 Beach Street i n your 
notice of August 1, 1983 and apparently described as 2-32 Albany Street 
i n the Nomination Form which was referred to i n the notice. 

Teradyne Realty, Inc. objects to inclusion of the above-referenced 
properties i n the l i s t i n g for th i s d i s t r i c t . We have no comment on 
whether the Leather D i s t r i c t i t s e l f f u l f i l l s the c r i t e r i a for the 
National Register of Histo r i c Places. 

I f you do not concur i n removing these properties from the nomi­
nation papers, we would have grave concerns about the procedure to de­
termine whether the D i s t r i c t as a whole w i l l be l i s t e d . These two pro­
perties on the periphery of the D i s t r i c t consist of t o t a l building space 
of approximately 410,000 square feet. Some buildings i n the core of the 
D i s t r i c t have been subdivided, with several p a r t i a l owners each con­
t r o l l i n g 3,000 square feet or less. As we understand the procedure, 
Teradyne Realty, Inc. would therefore be e n t i t l e d to one vote, while the 
p a r t i a l owners of a subdivided small building would be e n t i t l e d to 
several votes. We cannot accept th i s method of Imposing control on our 
property r i g h t s . 

Respectfully Submitted 

TERADYNE REALTY, INC. 

Owen W. Robbins 
Vice President and Treasurer 

Coimnonwealth of Massachusetts ) 
County of Suffolk ) SS 

/** * . .^ ^ Subscribed and sworn to before me thi s 7'̂ *̂  day of f^U^'^'^^"^, 1983. 
1.1 . 

My commission expires Sep!, 9^ 1988 
Notary Public 
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September 13, 1983 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Conunission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Ma. 02108 

SUIAN 
ARCHITECTURE 
102 SOUTH STREET 
BOSTON MA 02111 
6174265416/2277797 

RE: 90-94, 102-106 South Street, Boston, Ma 

Dear Sirs: 

I am w r i t i n g in support of inclusion of the 
Leather D i s t r i c t in the National Register of 
His t o r i c Places. 

Thank you for your e f f o r t s . 

Yours t r u l y . 

John Sloai 
Trustee 
South Street Properties Trust 
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September 1983 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Office of the Secretary of State 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

Attention: Valerie Talmage 
Executive Director 

Deputy State Hi s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

re: Leather H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

I am an owner of the land and building located at SoO-^*^ ST. Bo-S T̂ *̂  

, Boston. This property i s located i n the pro­
posed Leather H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

This neighborhood i s now undergoing a renaissance. Many buildings 
are now being renovated with a vigorous new mixture of coiranerclal and 
re s i d e n t i a l space. I support and participate i n t h i s r e v i v a l , and feel 
a neighborhood voluntary association, dedicated for t h i s purpose, i s the 
best method to achieve t h i s goal. 

Many of us feel the progress i n the d i s t r i c t would be jeopardized i f 
I t were subject to o f f i c i a l approval by various regulatory a u t h o r i t i e s . * 
For that reason I wish to object to designating t h i s area as a National 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

Respectfully Submitted 

Signatfire 

Printed Name 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts ) 
County of Suffolk ) SS 

Subscribed and sworn to befo re me this /3 day of ̂ ^i^'t^^'v > 1983. 

My commission expires Sepl. g, 19Sa {j'^^^^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ ^ 

Notary Public 

JO 
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HOSPITALITY INTERNATIONAL OF LINCDIJSf STREET, INC. (i^^-lfX AjA/CO-.f^ Cr 
HOSPITALITY INTERNATIONAL, INC. ^77-/93 /^'/rv Jr 
84 State Street and Merchants Row 
Boston, Mass. 02109 

CARL BAREN, PRESIDENT 

BARNETT B. BERLINER, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Sept:anber 13, 1983 

97 

•SFP 2S 1983 
, - • -

To VJhon I t May Concem: 

Vfe would prefer that the leather d i s t r i c t not be made 
into a hi.storic d i s t r i c t , but rather that a majority 
of the owners form their own cotinittee to police the 
remodeling and the caricaturistics of this unique area. 

Sincerely yours ,̂  

^ ^ A A / V U ^ py i 

l e t t B. Berliner 
Chairman of the Board 

BB/ew 

HOTEL & MOTEL 

MANAGEMENT 



E S T A B L I S H E D 1905 

TEL: (617) 426-0870 " w ^ CABLE ADDRESS 

B E R M A N L E A T H E R C O M P A N Y BERLECO 
* 145-147 SOUTH STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 021II ™ " ' " ^ " " ^ ^ ^ 

SOLE LEATHER - UPPER LEATHER 
RUBBER SOLES AND HEELS 

SPECIAL LEATHERS OF ALL KINDS 

, I . 

September 13, 1983 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Office of the Secretary of State 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

A t t : Valerie Talmage 
Executive Director 
Deputy H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

Re: Designation of the Leather D i s t r i c t as an His t o r i c Area 

Gentlemen: • w .• • 

I would f i r m l y l i k e to reg i s t e r my opposition to such an 
act taking place. 

I object to a public meeting, a public vote, being taken 
without n o t i f i c a t i o n to me when the results of that meeting 

vote a f f e c t me. Why was I not n o t i f i e d or i n v i t e d 
partake i n such a discussion or vote? 

Secondly, I am presently changing a l l of my windows at the 
a,bove lo c a t i o n , and changing my door entrances. I have paid 
for a r c h i t e c t u r a l design, plans, up-front money i n purchasing 
materials. I am against any governmental veto of expenditures 
of my own on my own property and on which taxes are paid out 
of my own pocket. I t o t a l l y object to t h i s concept. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

BERMAN LEATHER COMPANY 

, Owner \ \ I• 
145 South Street .':Vv 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts ) 
County of Suffolk ) SS 

Suscribed and sworn to before me t h i s 13th day o^ September, 1983 

\^y<:^r 7^ J ' ^ ^ i ^ ^ : ^^^ ^ 
Rober-t L. Herman, Notary Public 







A. • 

J a n e ficltz tvay 
1C2 ScuUi Street 

Costcn. Massachusetts €2111 
e i7-426-7261 cr 426-^416 

September 14, 1983 

R E C E I V E D 
SEP 14 1983 • 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 

To the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

As a tenant and architecture c r i t i c , I f e e l myself 
privileged to belong to the T.pHfhpr ni«;fri(;t. 
Hopefully, a l l of us who have invested and bene­
f i t e d from i t s r e v i t a l i z a t i o n share the same 
sentiment and w i l l insure i t s ongoing l i f e by 
supporting d i s t r i c t i n g . The precious and f r a g i l e 
architecture of the Leather D i s t r i c t needs i n c l u ­
sion i n the National Register of His t o r i c Places 
to guarantee i t s l i f e for future generations. 

Sincerely, 

. ̂ r-iV. - - ' i * ' V Holtz Kay/? i,; Xv?/^-:;; .... - ^c::,,,^-.^^:^ 



? 'v • ' ' * 

September 14, 1983 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Ma. 02108 

RE: 90-94, 102-106 South Street, Boston, Ma. 

Dear Sirs: 

Let me add my support to including the Leather D i s t r i c t 
i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. I especially 
approve the excellence of the area's architecture and the 
need f o r d i s t r i c t i n g to maintain i t . 

Sincerely yours 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

Dorothea Hass 
Environmental Planner 
Tenant, 102 South Street 



September 14, 1983" v 

^-r 141983 

"̂ ^̂ 3. HI3T. COMM. 

; MANITOU 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

Re: 90 - 94, 102 South Street, Boston, MA 

To Whom I t May Concern: . . Ŝ-v" 

I am writing in support of inclusion of the Leather 
District in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Thank you for your consideration. : U • / A 

Cordially, ' • . : " 

! « f ^ v | J 'Edward Dusek, AIA.-^?'-?^^;^--'-.̂  

THE MANITOU COMPANY 
102 SOUTH STREET 

BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS 02111 
. . 617/451-9160 



ANNE BOOTH 

14 September 1983 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Re: 9 0 - 9 4 , 102 South Street, Boston, MA. 

To whom i t may concern: 

As a H i s t o r i c Preservation Consultant with an 
o f f i c e at 102 South Street, I am w r i t i n g i n 
support of inclusion of the Leather D i s t r i c t 
i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 
As an area of a r c h i t e c t u r a l excellence, I 
believe the Leather D i s t r i c t w i l l benefit 
from d i s t r i c t i n g . 

Sincerely yours 

Anne Booth 

i i f c i - i i i t i ' l i f c i i 

%?ie!|?ii!s .̂!:K-. 



MEMORANDUM ^V ' * ' / ^ f 
OF CALL Previout edit iont uiaWe 

fo 
<^^A- - c^j?{ ^U^. yyirr^. 

| 2 [ YOU WERE CALLED BY- Q YOU WERE VISITED BY-

OF (Organization) 
,n gVA /CQ^ OK 

0 
PLEASE PHONE ̂  CD FTS CH AUTi 

| ~ 1 WILL CALL AGAIN 

1 I RETURNED YOUR CALL 

I I IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

I I WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 
^MESSAGE 

Pi^.z^ ii^sU.9^, 

VED G R E C E I V E D BY 

ISN 71 ^ 3 - 1 1 0 NSN 7S40-00-634-4018 STANDARD FORM 63 (Rev. 8-81) 
r Prescribed by GSA 

GPO : 1983 0 - 381-529 (305) FPMR (41 C F R ) 101-11.6 

•mm 



U S. DEPARTMEffT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE COfJSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 

U S. DEPARTMEffT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE COfJSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 
TIME O F C A L L 

PM 

1. CALL. TO; [n FROM (Mmmn) 

Dor) Lelrcj. 
2. AOORBSS (Tol. No. II noodod) 

S. S U B J E C T , R R O J C C T NO., E T C . 

4. D E T A I L S O F DISCUSSION 

P\ 1st) ' t/^-^ -7^>—5 ̂  

NAME O t p f ^ m t O H PLACIN< T I T L E 

FHR-8-227 
June 1978 





November 11, 1983 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
WashingtcHi, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to its listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed 

Property Owned in Leather District: 

Sou/-/-/ }r. j^s^j 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Notary Public 

My commbc'on expires Sept 9t 







November 11, 1983 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Wash ing tcxi, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to its listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Nane Printed 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Property CXmed in Leather District: 

[/i - 1]i/?fO (ffM^y^^yy^ 
Notary Public 

A. 
1> 



amilton realty company 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

November 11, 1983 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: " ' 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neigtoorh(x>d. Accordingly, please register my objection to its listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Nane Printed 727-731 At l a n t i c Avenue Associates by 
Harold Brown, General Partner 

Property Owned in Leather District: 
3 

727 A t l a n t i c Avenue 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

tary Public </^OLK Ĉ Ĉ '̂'5>-<? 

10 (̂ Z?̂  

2,4 

3 9 B r i g h t o n A v e n u e , A l l s t o n , M A 02134 (617) 783-0039 



Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Gentlemen: 

November 11, 1983 

Re: Leather D i s t r i c t , Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather Dist r i c t of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to i t s l i s t i n g 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Nane Printed [ 

Property (Xmed in Leather D i s t r i c t : 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Notary Public 

.<• ../ "V, 
My fotiMissIon Exp'fSS Augjs? ?1,199ff 

•a 



amilton realty oompony 

November 11, 1983 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemei: 

I am the ov^er of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to its listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Nene Printed South and Kneeland Associates by 
Harold Brown, General Partner 
Property Owned in Leather District: 
'158-160 Kneeland St., 162-168 Kneeland St, 

^178 Kneeland St.,'195-201 South St.', 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

207-209 South St, 

Notary Public^r^an uJo^K^'i-
X 

39 B r i g h t o n A v e n u e , A l l s t o n , M A 02134 (617) 783-0039 



Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

November 11, 1983 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemoi: — — -—- — — — — 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best vay to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to i t s listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed 

Property Owned in leather District: 

<WM.5/. Bo^roTA} 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

My comm;: 
Notary Public 

•sion expires JJepf. X9Sa 



amilton realty oompony 
November 11, 1983 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers •• 

Re: Leather D i s t r i c t , Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to its listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed BPK Associates by Harold Brown, General 
Partner 

Property Owned in Leather D i s t r i c t : 
695 A t l a n t i c Avenue, 20-2A East Street, 
108 Lincoln Street 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Notary Public J f o n U ĉ̂ KoC' 

39 B r i g h t o n A v e n u e , A l l s t o n , M A 02134 (617) 783 -0039 



November 11, 1983 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Gentlemen: 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to i t s listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed -JoirKM -J. F w/vĉ <-& 

Property Owned in Leather District: 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Notary Public 

My Coimniuion £xp,res Auguit 31, l>i>0 



Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Gentlemen: 

November 11, 1983 

Re: Leather D i s t r i c t , Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather Di s t r i c t of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to i t s l i s t i n g 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

i l 
Propqirty Owned h r Leather Di s t r i c t : 

Notary Public 

My Commiuion facpirst A«aoif 31,19W 



Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washingtcai, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

November 11, 1983 

Re: Leather D i s t r i c t , Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather Di s t r i c t of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to i t s l i s t i n g 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Nane Printed 

Property Qvned in Leather Di s t r i c t : 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Notary Public 

Ceaniisiien Espiras AuguW 31, iWft 

I I 



November 11, 1983 

Keeper of the National Roister of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washingtcxi, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to i t s listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

u^' 1 y ^ 
Peter D. Feeherry 

Property Ovned in Leather District: 

132 L i n c o l n S t ree t - Sui te 2R 

Boston, MA 02111 

Notary Public 

1 . 
•1 



Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Gentlemen; 

November 11, 1983 

Re: Leather D i s t r i c t , Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

I am the owier of property located in the Leather Dist r i c t of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to i t s l i s t i n g 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Property Owned in Leather District: 

Notary Public 



Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Gentlema:\: 

November 11, 1983 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to its listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed 

Property CXmed in Leather District: 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

My commi; 
Notary Public 

ŝion expires Sept 



November 11, 1983 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Re: Leather D i s t r i c t , Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather Dist r i c t of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neigHDorhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to i t s l i s t i n g 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Nane Printed Hy Goldstein 

Property Owned in Leather D i s t r i c t : 

194 - 202 Lincoln Street 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Notary Public 

btpitm AHVMH t\,i99Jk 



amilton realty oompony ^ 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washing ten, DC 20240 

Attent ion: Jerry Rogers 

November 11, 1983 

Re: Leather D i s t r i c t , Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to its listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed 

Subscribed and sworn to before roe 

L & C Associates by Harold Brown 
General Partner 

Property Owned in Leather District: 
-109-119 Beach St., 121-123 Beach St., 
146-156 Kneeland St., 174-180 Lincoln St., 
210 Lincoln St. 

Notary Public j^a-o U^^Z/ac-e 

3 9 B r i g h t o n A v e n u e , A l l s t o n , M A 02134 (617) 7 8 3 - 0 0 3 9 



amilton realty oompony 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. , 
Washington, DC 20240 ) 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Gentlemen: 

November 11, 1983 

Re: Leather D i s t r i c t , Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather D i s t r i c t of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neigWx>rhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to i t s l i s t i n g 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed Monterosa South Street Associates by 
Harold Brown, General Partner 
Property CXmed in Leather D i s t r i c t : 

105-107 South Street 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

..JV\ „ 
btary Public J-ean UJc^Lltxf'i^ 

' lo|cp/gC( 

3 9 B r i g h t o n A v e n u e , A l l s t o n , M A 02134 (617) 783 -0039 



Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Gentlemen: — 

November 11, 1983 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to its listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed 

Property CXimed in Leather District: 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Notary Public 

CoiEillLisjiao Ixplfeii SiTgus! 31, 

10 



November 11, 1983 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washir^tcai, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to i t s listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed '^'^^'h^(2ny^.A^^ p â ^̂ -ŷ CzA^ 

Property Owned in Leather District: 

/37 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Notary Public 

-, V 



^̂̂^̂ -

September , 1 983 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Conmiission 
Office of the Secretary of State 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
294 Washington Street j, ' ? 
Boston, MA 02108 

Attention: Valerie Talmage 
Executive Director 

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

re: Leather Historic D i s t r i c t , Boston, Massachusetts 
Dear Ms. Talmage: 

I am an owner of the land and building located at 
, Boston. This property Is located I n the pro­

posed Leather Historic D i s t r i c t . 

This neighborhood i s now undergoing a renaissance. Many buildings 
are now being renovated with a vigorous new mixture of commercial and 
res i d e n t i a l space. I support and participate i n t h i s r e v i v a l , and fe e l 
a neighborhood voluntary association, dedicated for t h i s purpose, i s the 
best method to achieve t h i s goal. 

Many of us feel the progress i n the d i s t r i c t would be jeopardized i f 
I t were subject to o f f i c i a l approval by various regulatory a u t h o r i t i e s . 
For that reason I wish to object to designating t h i s area as a National 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

' i 1 

1 f 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts ) 
County of Suffolk _ , ) SS 

Subscribed and sworn to before me thlslol. day of S^f^<. » 1983. 

Not*ty Public 



November 11, 1983 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

— Gentlemen: 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to its listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Nane Printed ̂ g^yt^^f" ^ ft-^ mJd A tu^ 

Property CXmed in Leather District: 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Notary Public 

IfK Cawwlirioo Expirw Auguii 31,11^ 



November 11, 1983 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. , 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Re; Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I am the ovner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to it s listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed A/ZT(-/c^r2. C/^co 

Property Owned in Leather District: 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Notary Public 

cxpfres Sept. 9, j g g g 

•J --





I l l l l l l » f I 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

November 23, 1983 • 

Michael Malyszko 
90 South Street 
Boston, MA 02111 

Dear Mr. Malyszko: 

Thank you for your recent l e t t e r of support for nomination of Boston's Leather 
D i s t r i c t to the National Register of Historic Places. I was happy to get a 
report of the meeting called by Teradyne and was delighted to hear that no one 
took advantage of t h e i r notary. 

In answer to your question about how the number of property owners i s determined 
and what voting privileges are accorded them, I am enclosing a copy of the pertinent 
Federal regulation, 36CFR 60.6g. The l a s t sentence reads, "Each owner of private 
property i n a d i s t r i c t has one vote regardless of how many properties or what part 
of one property (condominums) that party owns and regardless of whether the property 
contributes to the significance of the d i s t r i c t . " 

I am not sure exactly what Teradyne's lawyer meant by saying the the outcome of the 
proposed l i s t i n g had already been decided i n t h e i r favor. To my knowledge only four 
owners have submitted notarized objections; seven owners, including yourself, have 
sent l e t t e r s of support. A l l of the previous l e t t e r s have been forwarded to the 
keeper of the National Register and I am sending a copy of yours today. 

Once again, thank-you f o r your interest and support. 

Sincerely, " . 

Candace Je 
Director 
Massachus 

CJ/pb 

rvation Planning 
l i s t o r i c a l Commission 



i i i i i i i m I 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 
November 23, 1983 

Carol Shull, Chief 
National Park Service 
T 8 and C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed i s a l e t t e r of support for l i s t i n g of Boston's Leather D i s t r i c t 
i n the National Register of Historic Places. I understand that the nomination 
i s currently under review by your s t a f f . Please add thi s l e t t e r to your f i l e . 
I would appreciate copies of any l e t t e r s sent d i r e c t l y to you. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Je 
Director P 
Massachuset 

! ; i. 5 f t ̂  

irvation Planning 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

CJ/pb 

enclosure: 

mi 2 5 
4-

1983 



f U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE l^ '̂ERI0R 
HERrrAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 

f U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE l^ '̂ERI0R 
HERrrAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 
T I M E O F C A L L 

PM 

1. CALL • TO: ^ PROM (Hmmm) Z. ADDRESS (Tot. No. II nmodod) 

3. S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T N O . , E T C . 

>U7 

a / R E C E I V I N « C A L L T I T L E 



TERADYNE, INC 
183 ESSEX STREET 

BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS 02111 

TELEPHONE 617 482 2700 

TWX 710-321-1055 

CABLE TERADYNEB 

November 23, 1983 

Keeper of the National Register 
of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Att.: Jerry Rogers 

Re: Leather District, Boston, Suffolk Cointy, Massachusetts, 
Nomination as National Historic District 

Petition 

Teradyne, Inc., an ovner of properties located in the Leather 
District of Boston, herdDy files this petition to reject the above 
nomination for the reasons stated below. 

1. The Leat±er District does not meet the criteria for a National 
Historic District. Although certain structures within the District may 
arguably meet such criteria on an individual basis, the District as a 
v*iole is a collection of old buildir>gs, renovated buildings, modernized 
buildirgs, arx3 parking lots. Furthermore, current zoning regulations 
are sufficient to retain the character of the District. 

2. The owners of most of the major buildings in the District, in­
cluding many buildings alleged to have historical significance, presen­
ted objections against this nomination to the Massachusett:s Historical 
Commission. Their desires as to treatment of t±ieir own property should 
not be overridden by a state agency. 

3. Notice of this proposed nomination was inadequate, because the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission used tax assessor records for the 
City which are more than 2 years out of date. I t is clear that land 
recordation records would be more appropriate for the l i s t of owners, in 
accordance with Regulation 70.6(c) . 

4. Objections to this designation have previously been fil e d , or 
are being filed herewith, by the owners of a clear majority of the total 
buildings in the dis t r i c t , and v^o own an overwhelming preponderance of 
the total square footage in the district. Attached hereto are 2 maps of 
the district, one delieneating a l l buildings, and the other indicating 
the buildings vAiose owners have objected. Until a more accurate l i s t of 
owners is compiled, the total of objections appears less than 51% of the 
total owners in the district as defined in the Regulations, because a 
few buildir>gs have been converted to condominiums with many owiers and 
small parcels. But this partial "gentrification" of the area and a 
mechanical application of the regulations should not be used as vehicles 
to ride over the wishes of those who have undertaken the major 
investment and commitment in the district. 
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Keeper of National Register 
of Historic Places -2- November 23, 1983 

5. The boundaries of the d i s t r i c t as suhnitted for tJiis nomination 
are arbitrary and capricious. The d i s t r i c t i s described as largely con­
sisting of buildings of similar size (i.e. 3 - 5 stories, 10,000 -
30,000 square feet). Yet the boundaries are extended beyond the area of 
such typical buildings to include 4 buildirgs along the perimeter v^iich 
are of t o t a l l y different scale: the 3 buildings along Essex Street and 
the building at 179 Lincoln Street (85 Beach Street). These buildings 
do not participate in defining the d i s t r i c t . CX#ners of a l l 4 buildings 
have objected to t±is nomination. 

For the above reasons Teradyne, Inc. petitions for a complete review j/ 
and reconsideration of this nomination by the Keeper of the National 
Register of Historic Places. - ^ 

Respectfully Submitted 

Teradyne, Inc. 

Donald G. Leka 
Counsel 

DGL:ilo 

. i 
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-1ST OF 45 PARCELS IN 
PROPOSED LEATHER DISTRICT 

PROPERTY NUMBER PER 
ATTACHED PLAN PROPERTY ADmESS/NAME, IF ANY 

CWNER OF RECORD 
AS CF 9/1/83 

# OF OWNERS 
FOR VOTING* 

# OF OWNERS 
AGAINST** 

. 1 1 . 215 Essex Street, Essex Hotel v-BPK Associates X i 
2 2 183 Essex Street i^eradyne Realty Inc. X - X 

: 3 70 -- 90 Lincoln Street vG.K. Hall Inc. X X 
4 104 - 114 Lincoln Street û BPK Associates 
5 116 - 128 Lincoln Street chard E. Eagan, Trustee X 

»-
6 130 - 136 Lincoln Street , ^John J. Hufnagle, Jr., Trustee 

' ' ^ Alfred E. Lottero • 
' Peter D. Feeherry ^ - ^ u ^ ^ 

X 
X 

X 
X 

Tr. 7 138 - 144 Lincoln Street 

, ^John J. Hufnagle, Jr., Trustee 
' ' ^ Alfred E. Lottero • 
' Peter D. Feeherry ^ - ^ u ^ ^ X X »• -

\"'. 
Lewis Rosenberg 

8 146 - 158 Lincoln Street ^Robbins & Bergmier X 
9 11,(2. 162 - 164 Lincoln Street ^/Katherine & Valerie Wbng X X 

if- : 10 /J 166 - 168 Lincoln Street ^Sidney Shear Trust X 

* • 
' 11 i> 105A - 107 Beach Street Sidney Shear Trust 
12 170 - 172 Lincoln Street v<;an Tby Lee Trust X 

• 13 174 - 180 Lincoln Street ^'L & C Associates X X 
r 14 182 - 192 Lincoln Street v^Hospitality Intern'1 of Boston X Jt 

V 15 194 - 202 Lincoln Street JAj & Joseph Goldstein X X 
16 /> 210 - 216 Lincoln Street yL & C Assoc 
17 / I 103 - 107 South Street ^Monterosa South Street Assoc. X X 

' 18 121 South Street ^ Teradyne, Inc. X X 
r i 9 2,1 127 - 133 South Street yProctor Ellison (Krupp) X 
'20 -a- 106 - 112 Beach Street ~̂ AEI Realty Trust/Electronics X X 

• •'•' »M 137 - 139 South Street „Daniel 9ioe/Martin Greenstein X X 
22 143 - 157 South Street -^^nnan Leather X X 
23 P 109 - I l l Beach Street û L & C Associates ' 
24 115 - 119 Beach Street ^L & C Associates 

', 
25 161 

121 
- 173 
- 123 

South Street & 
Beach Street - L & C Associates 

26 177 - 193 South Street ^ / ^ s p i t a l i t y International 
27 £> 47 -- 51 Utica Street ^ . ^ s p i t a l i t y International 

I 28 
£> 

76 • - 86 South Street Christina Stack X 
JVirqinia Gunter 
•Susan Heidman 
ySteve Horowitz 
V. Suzanne Piening X

 X
 X
 X
 

29 9 East Street /Louis S. Hadaya, Trust X 

*ONE VOTE PER OWNER 
**CBJECTICW ATTACHED OR PREVIOUSLY SUEMITTED 



PROPERTY NIWBER PER  
ATTACHED PLAN 

30 ri,-ii,7S 

31 
32 

33 '/o 
34 t/ -H^ 

35 
36 
37 f l - t i 

38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

C l 

D 

PROPERTY AimESS/NAME, IF ANY 

90 - 94 South Street 

96 - 100 South Street 
102 - 106 South Street 

108 - 112 South Street 
114 - 122 South Street 

OWNER OF RECORD  
AS OF 9A/83 

# OF OWNERS 
FOR VOTING* 

# OF OWNERS 
AGAINST 

705 - 713 A l t a n t i c Avenue 
717 - 719 A t l a n t i c Avenue 
132 - 140 Beach Street 

727 A t l a n t i c Avenue 
745 A t l a n t i c Avenue 
184 - 190 South Street 
192 - 194 South Street 
208 - 212 South Street 
179 Lincoln St . 
195-215 South & 
182 South Street 

& 85 Beach St. 
150-168 Kneeland 

v/lohn J . Hayes 
^ i k e Malyszko ^ 
v̂ Jaroes Wilson 

^ George Macrokanis 
^Elizabeth MacLaron 
,John Sloan 
-Karen Richards 
. Henry Bernard 

X/Walter Compton 
vRobert MacWilliams 
.Chr i s t i an Gotfredson 
/Lawrence Ftosenblun 
\^Arthur Choo 
^Vincent DiLorio 
,/Panitsas Zade Associates 
^John Panitsas 
^ A l v i n Fier ing 
^Mori tz Bergmeyer 

Richard Eagan ^A** 
^East Street Associates 
^Frank Einis f ^ w e - - ^ 
V Perry D. Lord 

Adele Naude Santos C ^ y K * - ^ 
^ Andrea Leers 
^Tlneodore Glickman • y ' i ^ 

P h i l l i s R D I I ) 
David King 

^Nancy Robbins 
^ Jerald Burwick 
^Beach Street Condo 
. Mohaimied Zade 
^727 - 731 A t l a n t i c Ave., Assoc. 

^Chiam Realty Trust 
V. 186 South Street Assoc. ' \ 
,/South A t l a n t i c Realty 
v^Ryan E l l i o t / R i c h a r d Cohen 

Teradyne Realty, Inc . ^ • ' ^ 
uSouth & Kneeland Assoc, 

Chiam Realty Trust ^ ^ A K XJV*-

X 
X 
X* 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

•x' 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

64 29 

'*ONE VOTE PER OWNER 



TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJECT: Lg t̂Hei2^bi57etc-r 

^/FROM : ULjuA()Oe DATE: „/^y^3 

ADDRESS: /i/i/^ <^[)rpo PHONE: 

STAFF MEMBER: DIVISION: 

REPORT: 



ROUTING AND TRANSMITTAL SUP 
Dat* 

'i/tf 
TO: (Name, office symbol, room number. 

, building. Agency/Post) 

irmM 

Initials Oat* 

Action File Note and Retum 

Approval For Clearance Per Conversation 

As Requested For Correction Prepare Reply 

Circulate For Your Information SAC MO 

Comment Investigate Signature 

Coordination Justify 

REMARKS 

fi;wiK/( ir .Pl/̂ -P Pei^H" 4̂̂ ^ 

DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, disposals, 
clearances, and similar actions 

FROM: (Name. org. symbol. Agency/Post) Room No.—Bldg. 

Phone No. 

tO«l-102 

'̂  GPO : 1981 Q - 311-529 (122) 

OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76) 
Prmcribad by C8A 
FPMR (41 Cnt) 101-11^ 





i i i i i i m f I 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

Dec'ember 1, 1983 

Mr. Jerry Rogers, Keeper 
National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

ATTENTION: Bruce McDougal 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

This l e t t e r w i l l serve as a follow-up to your s t a f f member, Bruce McDougal's, 
questions regarding the ntmiber of owners and the process of n o t i f i c a t i o n i n 
Boston's proposed Leather D i s t r i c t . 

Boston's Leather D i s t r i c t has long been recognized by local (Boston Landmarks 
Commission) and state (Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission) o f f i c i a l s as an 
area e l i g i b l e for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the 
state l e v e l . That opinion was formalized and publicized i n September, 1980 
i n two ways. F i r s t , the area was determined e l i g i b l e f o r l i s t i n g i n the 
National Register by the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r on September 3, 1980 during 
the course of 106 review. Second, a draft National Register nomination was 
included i n the Boston Landmark Commission's widely d i s t r i b u t e d report 
e n t i t l e d "Central Business D i s t r i c t Preservation Study-Part I I : Draft ' 
Summary of Findings." '. 

In preparation f o r actual nomination of the d i s t r i c t , BLC and MHC s t a f f held 
two public informational meetings i n the d i s t r i c t to explain the ramifications 
of National Register l i s t i n g and the specific implications of the Economic 
Recovery Tax Act of 1981. One was held on October 21, 1981 i n the offices 
of the Rothmans at 15 East Street. The second was held on January 26, 1983 
i n the Teradyne offices at the specific request of Teradyne, Inc. Additionally, 
both BLC and MHC s t a f f have answered numerous specific questions on the National 
Register and tax c e r t i f i c a t i o n process. 

Following those public information meetings, the Leather D i s t r i c t was scheduled 
for consideration by the State Review Board at t h e i r September 14, 1983 meeting. 
Although the d i s t r i c t clearly includes over 50 property owners, BLC/MHC 
decided to send in d i v i d u a l notices to owners rather than p r i n t a legal notice, 
to ensure the highest level of owner knowledge and p a r t i c i p a t i o n possible. BLC 
obtained addresses from the c i t y tax records i n lat e July and n o t i f i c a t i o n s were 



Mr. Jerry Rogprs 
December 1, 1983 
Page 2 

sent on August 2, 1983, allowing f o r a 43-day comment period. Although 
the most up-to-date and readily available source f o r owners was used, 13 
of 72 notices were retumed. These 13 were rechecked i n the deeds by BLC, 
yie l d i n g new owners or addresses f o r 6; these 6 owners were r e n o t i f i e d on 
September 9, 1983. At the time of the State Review Board meeting, two 
owners had submitted favorable w r i t t e n responses; four had submitted notarized 
objections. Numerous l e t t e r s of support were also received a f t e r the meeting. 

Enclosed i s a l i s t of the owners n o t i f i e d . You w i l l note that several 
individuals own more than one property and that several properties have been 
converted to condominiums and therefore have more than one owner. A careful 
cross-check of the l i s t has yielded a minimum of 65 property owners. Therefore, 
a minimum of 33 notarized objections would have to be f i l e d w ith the Keeper 
to prevent nomination. On behalf of the Boston Landmarks Commission, the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and the many owners who have expressed 
support, we urge you to l i s t the Leather D i s t r i c t i n the National Register 
without delay. . . 

Sincerely, 

Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
Deputy State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

cc: Judy McDonough, BLC 

VAT:CJ:mmd 

'i 
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T i t l e : , _ M ' P ) - . ̂ ^ - r re^d- ipy- ^ I Rec'd by: r~-^fr<aJ<:A^:7 ^ 

Address: / ^ / ^ A ^ Q I Call V i s i t 

I Length of C a l l : 
I 
I Cal l Referred To: 

Phones: ( ) ( ) 

Nature of request: 

How is information to be uacd? 

Action taken: 

Request f i l l e d by: (signature) Date: 
I 1 



V I A EMERY EXPRESS 

TERADYNE. INC 

183 ESSEX STREET 

BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS 02111 

TELEPHONE 617 482 2700 

TWX 710-321 1055 

CABLE TERADYNEB 

December 16, 19 83 

Carol Sholtz 

Keeper of the N a t i o n a l Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places 
18th & C Stre e t s N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Re: Boston Leather D i s t r i c t 
S u f f o l k County, MA 

Dear Ms. Sholtz: 

As I mentioned t o you on the telephone, a d d i t i o n a l 
o b j e c t i o n s t o the above nomination have been received 
and are enclosed herewith. The niomber of owners ob­
j e c t i n g exceeds 51% of the t o t a l nxomber of owners i n 
the Leather D i s t r i c t . According t o my understanding 
of the r e g u l a t i o n s the D i s t r i c t should now be c l a s s i f i e d 
by your o f f i c e as being e l i g i b l e f o r l i s t i n g . 

Also enclosed i s a l i s t of owners and a rev i s e d map 
i n d i c a t i n g those p r o p e r t i e s whose owners have objected 
to the nomination. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

TERADYNE, INC, 

Donald G. Leka 
Counsel 

enclosures 
DGL:io 



Keeper o£ the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Gentloneni 

Noverober 11, 1983 

Re: Leather District, Boston, 
Suffolk Qpunty, Massachusetts 

I am the owner o£ property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and iaprove 
tha neighborhood. Accordingly, please register ny objaction to its listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Printed 'V"|c> fence R-Hii^vJa 

Property Owned in Leather Distrlcti 

Si^Bcribad md sworn to before ma 9-S3 

1^ 

Notary BJblic 
ichusetts 

Middlesex County 

if 



November 11, 1983 

Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th S, C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Re: Leather District, Boston, 
Suffolk Oounty, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: : 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and iaprova 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to Its listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed 

Property Owned in laathar District! 

Subscribed and aworn to bafora ma 

A.-^^ (ILA€A^ 
Notary Public 

Comm;„fe„ Expfres August 31, 1990 



Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

November 11,-1983 .1.1 V E.— D 
NOVoOt883 

TREASURER'S OFFICE 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: — — -— — — — — 

I am the ovaier of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to i t s listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Name Printed 

Property Owned in Leather District: 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Notary Public 



Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Gentlooen: 

A 

November 11, 1983 

Re: Leather District, Boston,  
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

I am the owner of property located in the Leather District of Boston 
and believe that local control is the best way to preserve and improve 
the neighborhood. Accordingly, please register my objection to its listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places, 

Nane Printed ^ \A]6M^ VSO - CCU^^^^^UH 6M^ 

Property Owned in Leather District: 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

Notary Riblic 

R E C E I V E D 
••"A* 

DECO 81983 ; 

TREAw-*-:rS OFFICE 



..1ST OF 45 PARCELS IN 
PROPOSED LEATHER DISTRICT 

PROPERTY NIMBER PER 
ATTACHED PLAN PROPERTY ADDRESS/NAME, IF ANY 

OWNER OF RECORD 
AS OF 9/1/83 

# OF OWNERS 
FOR VOTIl^* 

# OF OWNERS 
AGAINST** 

s 
s 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

26 
27 
28 

29 

215 Essex Street, Essex fetel• 
183 Essex Street . 
70 - 90 Lincoln Street • 
104 - 114 Lincoln Street 
116 - 128 Lincoln Street 
130 - 136 Lincoln Street 

138 - 144 Lincoln Street 

146 - 158 Lincoln Street 
162 - 164 Lincoln Street 
166 - 168 Lincoln Street 
105A - 107 Beach Street 
170 - 172 Lincoln Street 
174 - 180 Lincoln Street 
182 - 192 Lincoln Street 
194 - 202 Lincoln Street 
210 - 216 Lincoln Street 
103 - 107 South Street 
121 South Street 
127 - 133 South Street ^ 
106 - 112 Beach Street 
137 - 139 South Street 
143 - 157 South Street 
109 - 111 Beach Street 
115 - 119 Beach Street 
161 - 173 South Street & 
121 - 123 Beach Street 
177 - 193 South Street 
47 - 51 Utica Street 
76 - 86 South Street 

9 East Street 

BFK Associates 
Teradyne Realty Inc. 
G.K. Hall Inc. . 
BPK Associates 
Richard E. Eagan, Trustee 

Jr., Trustee 

Peter D. Feeherry 
Lewis Rosenberg 
Robbins & Bergmier 
Katherine & Valerie Wbng 
Sidney Shear Trust 
Sidney Shear Trust 
Gan Toy Lee Trust 
L & C Associates 
Hospitality Intern'1 of Boston 
Hy & Joseph Goldstein 
L & C Assoc 
Monterosa South Street Assoc. 
Teradyne, Inc. 
Proctor Ellison (Krupp) 
AEI Realty Trust/Electronics 
Daniel 9ioe/Martin Greenstein 
Herman Leather 
L & C Associates 
L & C Associates I* 

L & C Associates 
Hospitality International 
Hospitality International 
Christina Stack 
Virginia Gunter '*; 
Susan Hsidman 
Steve Horowitz 
Suzanne Piening 
Louis S. Hadaya, Trust 

% 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
i 
X 

4 

X 
X 

X>f 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

*ONE WTE PER OWNER 
**CBJECTiai ATTACHED OR PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED 



TY NIMBER PER  
ATTACHED PLAN 

30 

31 
32 

33 
34 

35 
36 
37 

38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

PROPERTY ACORESS/NAME, IF ANY 

90 - 94 South Street 

96 - 100 South Street 
102 - 106 South Street 

108 - 112 South Street 
114 - 122 South Street 

OWNER OF RECORD 
AS OF 9A/83 

# OF OWNERS 
FOR VOTING* 

# OF OWNERS. 
AGAINST 

705 - 713 Altantic Avenue * 
717 - 719 Atlantic Avenue-
132 - 140 Beach Street 

727 Atlantic Avenue • 
745 Atlantic Avenue -
184 - 190 South Street 
192 - 194 South Street 
208 - 212 South Street 
179 Lincoln St. 
195-215 South & 
182 South Street 

& 85 Beach St. 
150-168 Kneeland 

John J. Hayes 
Mike Malyszko 
James Wilson 
George Macrokanis 
Elizabeth MacLaron 
John Sloan 
Karen Richards 
Henry Bernard 
Walter Compton 
Robert MacWilliams 
Christian Gotfredson 
Lawrence Rosenblun 
Arthur Choo 
Vincent DiLorio 
Panitsas Zade Associates 
John Panitsas 
Alvin Fiering 
Moritz Bergmeysr 
Richard Eagan 
East Street Associates 
Frank Einis 
Perry D. Lord 
Adele Naude Santos 
Andrea Leers 
Theodore Glickman 
P h i l l i s I t o l l 
David King 
Nancy Robbins ̂  
Jerald Burwick * 
Beach Street Condo ' 
Mohairmed Zade • 
727 - 731 Atlantic Ave., Assoc. 
Chiam Realty Trust 
186 South Street Assoc. 
South Atlantic Realty 
I^an Elliot/Richard Cohen 
Teradyne Realty, Inc. 
South & Kneeland Assoc. 
Chiam Realty Trust 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

)0( 

1 

I 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

ss 
*C»JE VOTE PER OWNER 
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Ttlis is to rtfsfd to your Moveoib^ 23, 198̂ , letter petitioning for a »d>stantive review 
of the Romlaation to the National Register of the Leather Distriet̂  Boston, Suffolk 
Co«nity« Massat̂ iusatts. 

After earallii con^deratfon of the n o n ^ ^ ind r t ^ ^ «f eonniaiiti toilaitttid, wa 
determined tiiat the nominatioa for the Lmtbar Distriet wn taelml̂ tlly and {M-oeadurally 
sufficient. Accordii^ly, it was listed in the Nati<mai Register ISecernber 21,1983. 

The leather District is ell̂ ibie for ilsting in tha M&tisfial Baglrttt- under eriterta A aad 
•C* It is si^ifieant as tha iate nineteenth and earty twentieth century center of Boston's 
refkmaily !rap<artant laatiMMr inotastry and as an intact eolleetion of lata aineta^ilh 
century commercial straetia^ many of which ava araliiteetitrally distî ĵ iiî bed exampies 
of their type and style and râ âaant the work of leading local architects of the period. 

Wi ilifkdl the boundaries of the district as established by the nominatioii lo be adequately 
defined in that they reflect the extent of tlte sui'vivii^ buiidings associated with the 
laathar industry from 18da to l@i». The district boundary is ftrtiaar defined by more 
recmt, radieai «SMas& in land use and scale at its edges. Witti om ttceeption, aU 
baildii^s are an inti^al part of thc hist(»ricaily uid an^iteeturall^ d^nificaiit 
deveiopmwit of tha district. ^.f''^ '""K^- s- ? i -': :Cr . 

iritb napeet to owners ab^tion ta listing you md>mltted 34 notariaad objections. Two 
of these were frora the mnie individual, Peter D. Feat^iry for the same prop^n ,̂ 132 
LinaaJbi Street. Aceordiugfy, only one objection for Mr. Feeherry wem cotrntad. Your 
iMŜ mtatkm of 65 is bu^tvata as you cwjmt Katherit^ Mfoî  (163*>164 Unodn Street) 
and By and ^os^h Ooidcl»tein (194-̂ 02 Uneeln Street) as aal^ m& owner respectively. 
However, each iî ttvidual In a multiple ownership is counted as an owner under oar 
pfoaadififfas. Aaaordite^, ymir own list shows at least 67 owners. (Your list also 
indicates Ryan EUlct/iUehard Cohmi as a sir^lc owner of 208-212 South Street. This may 
indicate a mult l̂e ownarstyp. In additfon, your list shows Frank Einis as owning 717-719 
Atiantia Amaamt y®t tha owner objection aubmitted for this property was signed by 
Fler«nce Einis, also indioatlig poisttile multiple ownffipship). There are a number of other 
dlseftq^ancî  between tha list of owners and the owner objections you mibmitted. 
Howevf̂ , even asaumh^ the aecuuracy of your list, less Umn a majority of the owners you 
have submitted has objected. Accordingly, it does not appear necessary to further 
4Sonsii}er the matter. . 
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If you diM̂ praa witt aur deeisicm to list the Leather District in the National Register you 
may petitkvi for removal of the district f^m the National Blister pursuant to tha 
proeadwas at forth in 36 CFE SdJLd. Under 3d CFE 60.15(k)(D no person is considarad to 
have exhausted administration reroedias with respect to removal of a property teom V ^ 
National Register until a decision is made pursuant to 36 CFE 60.1S. :̂̂ vf 
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