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Address 85 carpenter Street
Hi storic Mane Samuel Viall House
Uset Original wash house or summer kitchen

Present resi dence

Oanership: O Private individual
Private organization

Public

Original OWnerPeter or Thomas

Carpenter

DESCR PTT QN
Date 1800

Source tradition

27NN Greek Revival

Architect unknown

Exterior wall fabric dagpboad
Qutbuil dings ~ Pam

Maj or alterations CM h dates)”

conpletely renmodelled ca 1350

Mved no Dat e
Approx. acreage one

Setting 30' fromroad; gable endt o road;

rural context



ARHTECT IRAL S QN H CANCE  Cdescribe inportant architectural features and
eval uate i nterns of other buildings wthin community)

The architectural significanceof the Samuel Viall House i sdual; it stands as a well
detailed and proportioned three-bay sidehall plan Greek Revival cottage, very fewof
which were built i nRehoboth, and also illustrates thearchitectural metanorphoses

so often generated by this conservative and economcally limted town i nthe 19thcentury.

The core of this house was probably built by Peter or Thomas Carpenter of 89 Carpenter
Street ca. 1800 as an outbuilding, perhaps a wash house and summer kitchen. The house
has undergone several transformations since i twas purchased from the Carpenters by
Sarmuel Viall i nca. 1850. The original structure of unknown height was built into a
hill on thestreet (north) side. The original brick foundation, highly unusual i n
(Continued)

HSTA(RCAL SAGNHCANE (explain therole owers played i nlocal or state history
and how the building relates to the devel opnent of the community)

The Viall family, menbers of whomwere prosperous dairy farmers, owned the property
into thetwentiethcentury. This i stheonly house built on Carpenter Street between
the early 19thand m d 20th centuries.
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Architectural Significance (Continued)

Rehoboth, rises toa full story onthe south side. The structure retains a center

brick chimmey with a fireplace and oven on the south side at ground level. The original
post and beamconstructionis fully exposed here. A stone lintel support for a

hearth directly above appears original, indicating at |east oneoriginal floor above the
cellar. Above, at street level, renovations have created a one-and-one-half story

Geek Revival sidehall plan cottage. | nthe entrance hall andfront (north) parlor, the
door and wi ndow mol dings mirror the chanelled pilasters found on the exterior of
contenporary |arge Greek Revival structures such as the Village Congregational Church
(#2). Undecorated square blocks mark corner interesections. The sane motif i s echoed

in the parlor fireplace mantel. Details are conpleted by a dado andchairrail. I n 1953,
the north roomwas enlarged (west), but the dado andtrim were reused or replicated.

The south roomi s unaltered, although less interesting architecturally, but contains

a massive free standing "High Street Furnace Goni cast iron fireplace with engaged ionic
colums and brass trim  The east additionstothe house, including garage and sunporch,
date tothe 20th century. A late 19th toearly 20th century barn, earlier at the site

of the present garage, was noved south of the house approximately twohundred feet ca. 1940.

As a particularly handsone exanple of an uncommon architectural type in Rehoboth which

also represents the evolution of building form the Sanuel Viall House nmeets criterion
C of the National Register of Historic Places individually.
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85 Carpenter Street

Sanuel Viall House (form212)
Town of Rehoboth Property lAg
scale 1"=200 1978
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