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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Major Tappan House was constructedxapproximately
1892. It is the typical Queen Anne style with a
round corner tower with cap and finial, an inset
balcony with low balustrade, a curved veranda with
spindles and elegant slender columns, and oriels. An
overall quaintness is apparent in the small scale of
the bracketed cornice with decorative panels,and the
use of scalloped shingles in a wide band between the
first and second stories and on the corner tower.
Slender proportioned window casements with simple
trim are subordinate to the finer features of the ex-
terior.

This refinement is carried to the interior with orna-
mental latticework in interior openings, symetrically
moulded trim with corner blocks about all fenestration,
and elaborate fireplaces with overmantels of cherry-
wood. Colorful tile is set about the fireplace openings.
Of special note in the interior is the three run enclosed
stairwell. The staircase of dark paneled woodwork,
finely turned balusters, and intricately carved posts

is accented by warm yellow light penetrating the side

and transom tracery windows of the front entry.

In general, the Major Tappan House gives the appéarahce
of being a complex shape with its numerous offset sur-
faces. However, it is essentially a central hall plan
of two and one-half stories with a high hipped roof.
The roof is penetrated by several dormers, two of 'which
give the appearance of being oriels in that they pierce
the soffit and are supported by elongated brackets at
either side. The only alterations to the house have
been a kitchen added to the rear and an enclosed porch
along the entire back of the house.

The house is raised approximately four (4') feet above
grade on a brick foundation on the front elevation,
which increases to a full basement depth at the rear

due to a sloping grade. There are two possible explana-
tions for raising the house. Water drainage was a
problem in early Helena, and an aboveground basement_
would have protected the rest of the house from po§51ble
water damage. It is suggested that the kitchen which

is connected to the house by the enclosed porch, was
originally located in the basement. The first explana-
tion bears more credence than the latter.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The James A. Tappan House 1is representative of a wealthy
Arkansas businessman's home at the turn of the century.
This large Victorian structure was built about 1892 to
house one of Helena's most prominent families. It
stands today as a visible reminder of the Gilded Age in
eastern Arkansas.

James Alexander Tappan (1847-1914) was born in Tennessee.
At age 16 he joined the Confederate army, was promoted
to major within two years and earned the Bronze Cross

of Honor. Following the Civil War he became a civil
engineer, and his work for a railroad brought him to
Helena to survey the Arkansas Central Railway running
from Helena to Clarendon. Major Tappan liked Helena

and decided to settle there permanently.

Throughout his adult life Tappan tested his business
abilities in many fields, and was successful in all.
After completing his work with the railroad he took
over the Helena Gas Company and added to it an ice
house, purported to be the second ice house to open in
the South.

In 1882 Major Tappan established the Tappan Coal Company,
a business that is still a family operation today

(1974). As the local representative of a Pittsburg
dealer, Tappan sold coal to Mississippi River steamboats
and packets which stopped at Helena to refuel. He also
sold coal to homes and businesses in Helena and surround-
ing towns.

The Tappan Hardware Company was founded in 1888 and was
one of Arkansas' largest at the time. Major Tappan

was a stockholder in one Helena bank, and a director in
another. He was also interested in agriculture and
managed his own farm until his death.
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8. Significance (Continued - Page 2)

This versatile businessman was also popular in the com-
munity. In 1899 over two hundred Helena voters signed
a petition asking that Major Tappan be a candidate for
mayor. The Major acquiesced, and was elected without
an opponent; however, he was most unhappy in his new
and unsolicited role, and resigned the office after
serving only six weeks.

In 1874 Major Tappan bought the property on Columbia
Street. The house which now bears his name was built
to replace a smaller residence which burned about 1890.
Lyle Brothers, a highly regarded contracting firm in
Helena, built this elegant residence.

Ma jor Tappan's home is significant because it is a fine
example of Victorian architecture in eastern Arkansas,
and because it exemplifies the private residence of a
successful Arkansas businessman at the turn of the
century.
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