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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

v Easton's Castle is a yellow three story brick house reflecting a
New-Jdacobean influence in architectural style. The basic plan of the
house is irregular having a main structure and accompaning wing on
the west side. It's distinctive features are a three storied tower
on the south east corner, a ballustrade with a large keyhole opening
on the third floor of the east side and gabled roofs with parapet eves.
Lintels, sills and eves are of red sand stone. This material also
caps the crenelated walls of a point terrace and porch, the moat-
like effect of which originated the local term "castle"M The tops of
some windows are of stained glass and most are single and double hung
with the exception of three with mullions on the north side. There
are two chimneys; one large and decorative straddling the center of
the main wing and the other simpler and more functional on the ridge
of the west wing.

Easton's Castle was built in 1889-90. Originally a green frame
building it was bricked over in about 1904. Surrounding the home
are several outbuildings, including a well maintained, two storied,
carriage house with Scadinavian features. Stalls from the carriage
house have been used as a rustic backdrop for the kitchen in the
house. This and the addition of two mosaic wall murals in are the
only alterations made by the previous owners. Otherwise the interior
of cherry, oak and walnut woodwork, parquet floors and French tooled
wallpaper remain intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Easton's Castle has been the home of several of the areas prominent
families. A.C. Bliss, who built the house, was a pioneer merchant
in Aberdeen. Other owners included J.T. McChesney, an early mayor
of the city and the Easton family; wealthy merchant- who lived there
for 51 years. The house was the center of the area's social life until
1944 when Mrs. Easton died.

Architecturally, the Easton House is a rarity in the area and one
of few Ney-Jacobean buildings in this state.
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Aberdeen American‘ News, July 11,
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