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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all ltems.

1. Name of Property

Other names/site number. N/A \ .

2. Location

Q%%‘Ei%‘nr?ﬁnn?ber Taﬁlrg)r//%%\%)ﬁ E%’ga - North JN/H not for publication
city or town Y armouth R/G vicinity

state M assachusetts code MA county Barnstable code 001 Zp code 02664

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this H nomination

D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
S| meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

n nationally D statewide H locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sgraye d catifying offidd/Tile Judith B. McDonoughpate Executive Director,

M assachusetts Historical Commission; State Historic Preservation Officer
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (* See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby e”\fy that the property is: Date of Action
H entered In the National Register.
» See continuation sheet.

» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register.
n removed from the National
Register.

» other, (explain:)
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
* private W building(s)
H public-local « district
e public-State « site
* public-Federal e structure '
e oObject

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOVESTI T singl e dwel ling
AR QLTURE ani mal facility; storage;

agricultural field

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

No style
Early Republic/ Federal

Narrative Description

Barnstable, Massachusetts

County and Sate

Numt>er of Resources within Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources Inthe count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
9 0 . buildings
sites
structures
objects
0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

DOVESTI O single dwelling, multiple dwelling

AR QLTURE animal facility; storage

*Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation MQ™M

walls Wood
roof. Wood
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRI PTI ON

The Taylor/Bray Farmoccupies an irregular parcel of land located I n the
northeastern corner of the Town of Yarnouth, Massachusetts, historically known
as Hockonum n the north i ti s bordered by the extensive tidal marsh area
known as Black Flats. Black Flats i s protected from Cape Cod Bay by Chapin
"Menorial Beach, a barrier beach i nthe neighboring town of Dennis. Chase
Garden Creek and \Wites Brook cut through the marsh from the opening of Bass
Hole. Swift notes that the Bray family built ships near Bass Hole inthe |ate
18th and early 19th centuries (Swift 1884/1975:276). Elsewhere, recent
residential subdivisions encroach on the remaining 21.95 acres of the farm

whi ch extended as far south as Route 6A (NorthsideHistoric District: N
11/24/87) only 20 years ago.

The farm conplex consists of a main house, a large gable roof barn and five
smal | er sheds on the north side of North Bray Farm Road; two additional sheds
are located Inmmediately south of the road. The buildings are surrounded by
tree-dotted fields and overgrown bog areas, with dramatic views of the tida
mar shes and bay beyond. The buildings and setting work together to convey the
agricultural character that defined so much of Cape Cod prior to World Ver

[l.  Since that time, farms have beconme an endangered species, as their

val uabl e acreage has been sacrificed to development. This i s especially true
of Northside farms at the edge of Cape Cod Bay where Barnstable County
settlement began i nthe early tomd-17th century.

The house (map #1), which dates to ca. 1800, isa traditional one and a half
story Cape Cod cottage with the asymmetrical three bay facade that i s cormonly
referred to as a half-Cape. | t faces south i nthe traditional manner and i s
framed by twin nmaples that probably date to the later 19th century. This core
is extended by a one story rear ell, which inturn, is extended laterally by
two secondary ells. The main ell and the ell to the east are probably of 19th
century origin whilethat to the west i s quite recent. Both the core and main
ell display chimeys. The entire structure i s sheathed with cedar shingles
and i s enclosed by a | ow-pitched, cedar shingle gable roof. The core and

ol der ells rest on low fieldstone foundations, while the nore recent el

stands on concrete block. Wndows i nthe older sections generally have
slightly projecting frames and contain 96 sash.

-The three bay facade Includes the main entry inits easternmst bay (right),
whil e wi ndows occupy the two remaining bays. The chimmey rises through the
westernmost bay. The lack of entry and chimmey alignment i s a frequent
occurrence intraditional Cape cottages. The entry i s framed by pilasters and
a five light transom that abuts the cornice; its original four panel door
remains. These features are typical of early 19th century Cape cottages.

(continued)
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The side elevations of thecore display similar windows with twoat the first
story andtwoat theattic story. The smaller attic story windows contain 6/6

sash. Small louvered vents have been placed i nt hegable peaks. A small
wi ndow wi th 3/3 sash has been inserted ontheeast elevation to lightthe
present first story bathroom

The main el | extends fromtheeast side of thecore where i t displays an entry
e andwindowwith 9/6 sash i nt hebays closest tothecore. Thelateral ell

obscures t henorthern bays. A stove chimey rises through theridge at the

northern end. On thewest side, theminell i slargely obscured by the new

ell.  Therear (north) elevation displays paired 6/ 6 windows anda single

6- pane hopper wi ndow, al | of these appear t obe of 20th century origin.

The south side of theeastern el | i sdom nated by a greenhouse addition. I t s

east side i sblank, andthenorth side i ssimlar tothat of themainell with
e paired 6/6 windows andanentry. Therecent ell, tucked into thenorthwestern

corner of thecore andmain ell, displays anentry andw ndow with 1/1 sash.

The interior retains many original details including wide pine walnscottlng
and floor boards, four panel doors, a fireplace with Federal surround i n the
front roomanda large cooking fireplace with oven i ntherear room

A large barn (map#2), sited east of t hehouse andcloser totheroad, i s the
main outbuilding. Built ontheEnglish nmodel, with I'ts main entrance on the
latitudinal axis, it appears t o be contenmporary with the house. Iti s a
wood-frame structure rising twoanda half stories froma fieldstone

foundation t oa gable roof. @ thewest side, theground has been cut away
.andlined with fieldstone t oprovide a sloping entrance t ot he basenent

level. Theentire structure hasrecently been resheathed with cedar

shingles. |t hasalso been converted t o useas an apartment, with mnimal
change t ot heexterior. All elevations exhibit asymmetrical fenestration;

nost wi ndows aresimply framed andcontain 6/6 sash.

The south el evation, which faces theroad, consistsof thefollow ng el ements

fromwest to east; a wi ndow, a doubl e-1 eaf vehicular entrywith early20th

century gl azed and panel ed doors, a wi ndowdi rectly beneatht he eaves anda

wi ndow. The east el evation di spl ays a pedestrian entry w th a bank of four

wi ndows tothenorth. Afirst story pedestrian entry with a wi ndow above

occupi est he easternnost bay of thenorth el evation, followedby three w ndows
-and anot her entry. Thewest el evation contains a vehicular entry at the

basement | evel, twosmall wi ndows pl acedat thenorthendof thefirst story

and a | arger gabl e wi ndow. %

Five smal|l wood-frame sheds (nap #3-7) arescattered behind (north) thehouse
and barn. All aresheathed with vertical boarding or wood shingles and are
encl osed by shed or gable roofs. Wth t heexception of #3 which i s two
stories, all areonestory in height. All arel nfair t opoor condition,

, (continued)
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Two additional sheds (nmap#8-9) are located onthe small triangular parcel on
the south side of Bray Farm Road North. Shed #8 i s similar t othose described
above. | tisasmll wood shingleclad structure that rises one and a half
stories t oa gable roof. Itscondition is poor. Shed #9 i s unique inthati t
is built into the hillside, probably t oserve for root storage. Fromthe
street, one sees only a gable roof with small 3/3 wi ndows between i tand t he
ground. The fieldstone foundationis fully exposed only on the south side

whi ch acconmodates the entry. An exterior fieldstone chimey rises alongt he
west elevation. The structure i s currently vacant, but was altered at sone
point inthe 20th century tocontainliving space.

The Town of Yarnouth purchased the Taylor/Bray Farmin July, 1987 through

em nent domain proceedings. The action was taken t opreserve the historic
buildings andfields of the town's last farmstead, andto halt further
subdivision of the property. | n the past 20 years, the farm has been
substantially reduced from holdings that stretchedall the way to Route 6A
(Northside Historic District). To date (Septenber, 1989), efforts have been
focused on the stabilization of the house and main barn. Both have been
reshingled with cedar shingles. Wndows and Interior water damage at t he
house have al so been repaired. Future plans Include returning the propertyto
the status of aworking farm N

Archaeol ogi cal Description *

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded onthe property, it i s
possible that sites are present. Two sites are recorded i n the general area
(within onemile). The physical characteristics of the property, a well
drained terrace adjacent to marshlands and Chase Garden Creek indicate
favorable locational criteria for native settlement and subsistence
activities. G ven the above information, the size of the farm (21.95 acres)
and availability of open land, i tis probable that sites are present.

There i s a high potential for significant historical archaeol ogical remains
within.the farmarea. Archaeological survey andtesting candetermnet he
construction dates as well as past and present functions of the | arge barnand
several sheds, located onthe property. | n the event these structures
postdate the ca. 1860date for the farm simlar survey andtesting canhelp

| ocate structural survivals of original barns and outbuildings. Occupational
related features (trash pits, privies, wells) are also likely around the farm
house and out bui | dings.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes forthe criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

H A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history. iy?, >ik:'d. "MS A '

e B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

S C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

1% distinguishable entity whose components lack

", .individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely toyield,
information important in prehistory or history. *

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

+ A owmmd by a religious institution or used for
., jeligious purposes.

« B removed from its original location.

O C a birtfiplace or grave. , 3.V AN«

D a cemetery. n
« E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
« F a commemorative property. *

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

iy

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Barnstable. Massachusett.s

Couty and Ste

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Agririil tiirp

Period of Significance
Ca. 1800-71941

Significant Dates

N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
N/A

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

» preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
» previously listed in the National Register
» < previously determined eligible by the National
Register
» designated a National Historic Landmark
» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
V, D recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

0 State Historic Preservation Office*'”

« Other State agency

» Federal agency |: *

0 Local government

* University

e Other
Name of repository:
Yarmouth Historical
Massachusetts Historical

N
ny*,l\/\
/\C/\* '

Commi SSi on e
Conmi ssi on

-3

e



Taylor/Bray Farm Barnstable, Massachusetts

Named Propaty Couty and Sate
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property ~ 21.95 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1Ul9j] |3]9]9|5|6/0] 14|6]1,9 2 3,0 37 1319,9|8,2,0] |4,6|1,9]5,4,0]
Zone Easting Northing pi-nafe- Zone Easting Northing
2UL9| hiQi9ls50id I14i6/li 96 Qd 411~ |3]9]9]8|8|0] [|4]6]1|9]|4,3,0]

* See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the tx>undarles of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification ANQAIAN - At AN, diEf M- T

w_A
n YARKI_A

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date February, 1992
Sred & numbe 80 Boylston Street tdephone (617) 727-8470
daty ortomn  Boston dae MA Np code QYW

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets . ..

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

At J
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property,

Additional items n A

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number. telephone.

city or town state. zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Sen/lce, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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STATEMEMT OF S| GNI FI CANCE

The Taylor/Bray Farm Yarnouth, Massachusetts, possesses integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship andfeeling as well as
significant associationswith several important themes i n Barnstable County
history. As a 17th century farmstead with early 19th century building
components, i tremains as arare survivor of the property type that
characterized northside agricultural development. The Bray family also
constructed ships on Chase Garden Creek i nthe late 18th t oearly 19th
centuries. Recently purchased by the town for conservation and preservation
purposes, the Taylor/Bray Farmmeets Criteria A and C of the National Regi ster
of Historic Places, andi s significant onthe local level.

Part of the Taylor/Bray Farmis significance derives fromits associations with
the early history of Yarnmouth whose settlement patterns are similar t othose

of neighboring towns (see Barnstable MRA). Initial European settlement
occurred inthe 1630s onthe northside, attracted by the area's fertile soils,
abundance of salt hay andrelatively direct maritime andoverland connections
to the establishedcenters of Pljnnouth and Boston (Yarnmouth Northside Historic
District: NR 11/24/87). Typically, the original property holdings were |ong
narrow parcels that stretched fromthe Od King's H ghway (Route 6A) northward -
to Cape Cod Bay. The Taylor/Bray Farmretained that configuration until 1971
when the acreage closest t othe transportation corridor of Route 6Awas sold
for subdivision. Despite this loss, the remaining parcel i s important as the
clearest remaining illustration of the town's early land division.

Simlarly, the Taylor/Bray Farmi s significant as the town's best preserved
farmstead, one of a rapidly vanishing breed countywide. The farmis part of
-the land that was granted to Richard Taylor ca. 1640i n Yarnmouth's first
division of land. Taylor (d. 1703) served as Constable i n 1656 and 1668,
Surveyor of Highways i n 1657, Excise Officer in 1664 and Gand Jury nenber i n
1658. A rock with a commenorative plaque nmarks the approximate |ocationof

his homestead on Route 6A This section of Yarmouth, adjacent to Dennis, i s
historically known as Hockonum

The Taylor fam |y retained ownership of the farmstead until the endof the
19th" century. A chain of title, prepared when the town purchased the property
in 1987, indicates that James and Mercy Tayl or owned the property from 1815 t o
1875 when i t passed to Luther andLucy Taylor. Wen Luther died i n 1875, i t

- appears that Kilbum Taylor received a share, but i t was Lucy who sold the
farmstead to WlliamF. and CGeorge F. Bray on Novenber 12, 1896. The Bray
brothers owned the property until WIlliam s death i n 1938 and George's death
in 1941. Jointly they left anestate conprised of "50acres of land with
dwelling house and barn" (Barnstable County Probate Records) t otheir cousin
Susan Crabe.

(continued)
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The Town of Yarmouth valuation records for 1930indicate that Luther Taylor
owed a fairly substantial estate in 1874. |t included a house ($1600),a barn
($250), a half-house ($350), several |esser outhuildingsandseveral parcels
of land, the largest of which conprised 111 acres ($400). Thevaluation
records are unclear asto howrnuch of this estate was part of the noninated
farm By 1940, the farm owned by the Bray brothers was substantially smaller,
consisting of a house ($500), a barn ($100), a shop ($200), a horse ($50), a
cow ($125), 50 acres of land ($1000) andfour 1 t o2 acre parcels of cranberry
bog ($620). Avrather cursory look at other records indicates that this was a
relatively poor estate at that time (Town of Yarmouth Val uation Records).

Wen the farm was pending sale for subdivisionin 1986, Hugh Clark remenbered
that the Brays maintained cattle, chickens andavariety of crops inthe
1930s. They were best known for their strawberrieswhich they peddled froma
wheel barrow (Yarnouth Register 7/17/86).

Prior t otheir purchase of the farnmstead from the Taylor famly, the Brayshad
been involved i n shipbuilding activities along the shores of Chase Garden
Creek. Swift notes that the Brays constructed many vessels i n Hockonum near
the Dennis line, inthe late 18th andearly 19th centuries. The ships were

50- 150 tons burthen which was average for the period (Swift 1884/1975: 276).
Deyo states that "the sloop Sally wasbuilt near the Bass Hole by the Brays i n
1817" (Deyo 1890: 524). These early associationswith the area, and possible
use of Taylor |and, nmay have influencedthe Brays' purchase of the Tayl or
farmstead when i t becane available i n 1896.

The Town of Yarnmouth purchased the Bray/ Taylor Farmi n July, 1987 through

em nent domain proceedings. Theaction was taken to preserve the historic
buildings andfields of the town's last farmstead, and to halt further
subdivision. Thetown purchased the farm from devel oper Robert Bears who had
recently obtained title from John Karras. Karras hadpreviouslysoldthe
southern portion of the farms acreage for devel opnent in 1971 to financeits
purchase price.

Archaeol ogical Significance '

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i nYarmouth are poorly understood,

any surviving sites would besignificant. Sites inthis area canprovide much
needed informationonnative settlement andsubsistence for the md-Cape i n
general, one of the archaeologically least known areas onthe Cape. Sincethe
Taylor/Bray Farmis_located onatidal creek inclose proximty to Barnstable
Har bor and Sandy Neck, both areas of extensive environmental research,
potential sites inthis area cancontribute t o research questions relatingt o
environmental change and hunan adaptationwithin the context of
geomor phol ogi cal and pal eoenvironmental studies. Theeffects of sealevel
rise should figure promnently inthis work.

f (continued)
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Historic archaeol ogical remains described above have the potential t odocunent
and preserve one of the town's earliest and best preserved farmsteads, a
settlement type rapidly vanishing onthe Cape. Extensive written records for
the Taylor family enhance the level of interpretation for archaeol ogical
remains onthe property. These records in conjunction with occupational
related features andstructural remains canprovide detailed informationon
particular menbers of the Taylor fami |y andspecific periods of occupation and
construction for the farm

.o ' . o o - . ~. (end)

9. Major Bibliographical Reference
Barnstable County Registry of Deeds and Probates.
Barnstable County Atlases. 1858, 1880, 1907.

Swift, Charles F. History of Od Yarnmouth, ed. Charles A. Hol brook, Jr .
Yar nout hport. Yarnmouth Historical Society. 1975.

Town of Yarnouth Val uation Records. ‘o']e-0y. - -

Yarmout h Register. 7/17/1986. n

10. Verbal Boundary Description

Pl ease refer t othe boundaries delinated onthe attached Town of Yarnmouth
Assessor's Map. V., -

Boundary Justification i 2?2, * S

The boundaries enconpass the remaining 21.95acreages of Bray Farmthati s
undevel oped and i n the ownership of the Town of Yarnout h.

/l l‘ 1
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

February 21, 1992

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed please find thefollowing nomnation:

Taylor/Bray Farm Bray Farm Road - North, Yarnouth (Barnstable County), v,
Massachusetts 02664. :

There have been no owner objectionsforthe above nom nation.
The nom nation was voted eligible by theState Review Board and i s signed by
myself, astheState Historic PreservationOfficer. Onaners were notified of

pendi ng State Review Board consideration30-75 days before the meeting and
were afforded t heopportunityt oconmrent.

Sincerely,

lith B. MDonough

Executive Director .

State Historic Preservation Officer

Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion B W R '
R e N

Encl osure: . '

cc: Charlotte Benner Chairperson, Yarnouth Historical Comm ssion
Edward B. league. | | | Chair, Board of Selectnen
Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

Officeof the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secr™MOT]



