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<5§§§§3q§ﬁ§k1 is located on a hill in the open rolling land of
no Caledonia County in Vermont's 'Northeast Kingdom'".
The property is-divided by the town lines of Burke and Lyndon,
&ence the name Burklyn.

The building is an excellent example of American country-house
architecture; three stories high and built of wood with granite
foundations. It is basically neo-Georgian in style with its
numerous Palladian windows, hipped roof and two-storied portico
front topped with a wide pediment that constitutes the gable of
the main roof.

he structure has several entrances; the main entrance to the
north, with its two-story porch and flanking veranda which
extends far down either side, and two side entrances, marking
the axes of the house. The main hall connects the side en-
trances, and a short hall leads from this to the porticoed
north entrance. The development of the plan is sensible and
logical, and imposing features of the decoration are located
at focal points of interesti~

The main hallway is paneled in white painted woodwork, with
pilasters of mahogany. Its principal features are the mantel-
piece and stairway which leads to the second floor. The im-
portance of the hall fireplace is accentuated by two flanking
pilasters of mahogany. The overmantel is dominated by the
Darling Family Coat of Arms.

Grouped about the main hall are four great rooms, the drawing
room, library, sitting room and dining room.

The main dining rToom has mahogany wainscoting about three sides
and a large mantel at the west end.

Another significant architectural space is the music, or drawing
room, which is finished in the style of Louis XVI. The walls

| are paneled with rose-colored satin, and originally had corre-

sponding draperies. The ceiling in this room is very elaborate
with its ornamental plaster moldings forming a border around an
oval center portion which has a painted design of clouds in
light hues of blue, pink and white§£$

The second floor is mdore simply treated. The main hall of the
floor below is repeated, and the same arrangement of the princi-
pal rooms has been followed. There are four large bedrooms,
each with its accompanying bath. The four principal rooms are
all large, square, provided with extremely ample closet room
and lighted by large and numerous windows. Each have fire-
places and are finished in either neo-Colonial or a late French
period. '
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The third floor of the house contains numerous rooms for ser-
vants, storerooms, etc.

The cellar features include a central vacuum system, an

——dilluminating gas producing machine and a wine cellar which

has the original door of the wine cellar of the Fifth Avenue
Hotel. §

The south wing of the structure principally houses the kitchen
and other service functions. Included in this section of the
mansion is the private dining room, executed in native red
birch paneling and filled with light by a Palladian window.
The conservatory is located to the rear of the south wing.

A porte cochere extends out from the west entrance connecting
the mansion to the lavishly paneled billard room.

Also of interest on the site is a complex of barns including
the original pony barn and a huge indoor riding rink which
was built by a subsequent owner, Earl Brown.l
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Note

1. This physical description is largely based upon a Lyndon
College research paper written by Allen D. Hodgdon.
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7. (2) The landscaped grounds immediately surrounding

Burklyn Hall are characterized by broad lawns, terraced paths
and select plantings of shade trees. An access road laid out
in a semi-circle connects the main entrance of the '"Hall' with
the Bemis Hill Road. The remaining area of the 86 acre

estate is comprised 6f rolling pastureland.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

: | . Elvmer
Burklyn Hall was built by famed hotel executive Hemey Darling.
Darling was originally from East Burke and went on to become
a prosperous hotel magnate associated with New York's Fifth
Avenue Hotel. The firm of Jardine, Kent § Jardine were the
architects of the structure.— T

The immensity of the house and rich detailing, coupled with
the presence of unusual domestic amenities such as elevators
and a central vacuum system, reflect how a man who thought in
hotel scale viewed residential architecture.

The structure is one of the few large scale mansions repre-
sentative of the nation's "age of opulance'" remaining intact
in Vermont.

Burklyn suffered unsympathetic use as a dormatory for Lyndon
College and is currently being used as a summer music school.
If local efforts to save the structure are successful, the
mansion will be stablized and used as a regional community
and cultural center for the '"Northeast Kingdom".
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8. The estate, consisting of 86 acres, which constitutes the
original environment of Burklyn Hall, has been included in the
nomination because it is an integral part of the original

design concept and is essential to the preservation of the
historical context of the mansion. Various outbuildings,
including the riding rink, are all built in a style compatible
with the mansion and help in interpreting the continuity

of use of the site.
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