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The hone of Sergeant W lliamH Carney i slocated i n anarea a fewbl ocks

west of County Street, which had been t hewestern boundary of thecity beforethe
1840's. Like many of t heneighboring houses, it was built in a period of expan-
sion shortly before theCivil War when whaling i n New Bedford was flourishing and
the popul ationwas increasing rapidly.

The clapboarded 2h story house sets on a high granite basement and faces north. | t
has a ridge roof with thegable endturned t othestreet as was frequently t hecase
in md-19th century vernacular architecture. |[|tsfacade i sthree-bayed on both
stories, with theentrance sett otheleft. Qe original six-over-six wi ndow remains
in theattic. There are twa outside chimmeys, each servicing a fireplace on both
floors. Thewindowtrim i svery simple, as arethenarrow cornerboards.

The entrance opens t oa narrow hallway ontheinterior, running thelength of the
mai n house, with thestaircase totheleft ontheeast wall of thebuilding.

A doorway ontheright leads into a double parlor, formerlydivided byl arge
double doors. Another roomi slocated behind thestairway.  thesecord floor
there arefour roons. Totherear i satwostory serviceell, with the kitchen
and pantriesonthefirst floor and servants' quarters above. Theinterior decor
is simple yet dignified.

Wien restored, t hepresent Victorian bracketed:', hood will be replaced by a Geek
Revival doorway with pilasters andsidelights, and a wooden stoop with stepst o

the right. Theoriginal doorway possibly was Greek Revival style, in keeping

with thecharacter of therest of thehouse, andt heother houses i nt he neighborhood.
Restoration plans also call for thereplacement of existing windows Wth six-over-

six panel windows simlar t otheoriginal onestill intact i ntheattic opening.
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STATEMENT - S GN A CANCE

This was t he hone of Sergeant W lliam H Carney, Civil Var hero and the first
black towi nthe Congressional Medal of Honor. H was one of forty-six men who
left New Bedford on March 4, 1863 t ojoin the54th Massachusetts Reginment, t he
first black regiment raised i na northern state.

In theassault on Fort \Wagner, South Carolinaon July 18, 1863, Sergeant

Carney was i nt hevanguard of theb54th. A hundred yards fromthe walls, the
soldier carrying theregiment's national flag was hit by a barrage of bullets.
Sergeant Carney seized t hestaff of theflag as thecolor bearer fell and | ed the
charge tothe walls of thefortress. Although he suffered twobullet wounds, he
held theflag for more than an hour and was one of thelast soldiers toretreat.
"Boys," he told his wounded comades as he arrived at thef|e|d hospital, "t he

Od Flag never touched theground. " . O e e N

Carney was only 23 years old at thetime of theFort Wagner attack. Borni n

1840, he had gone t o sea at t he age of 15, and was settled i n New Bedford when

he enlisted i ntheUnion Arnmy. Carney served i ntheUnion Arny until June

30, 1864, when he was honorably discharged at Black Island, South Carolina,

with adisability caused by t he wounds he had received during t heattack on

Fort Wagner. He then spent several years inCalifornia. Upon his returnto

New Bedford i n187'0, he purchased this hone and worked as a letter carrier for
thir-t-y-one years The honme remained i ntheCarney famly until 1938 when his
daughter died and it becane t he headquarters of theMrtha Briggs Educational Club.
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