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The home of Sergeant William H. Carney i s located i n an area a few blocks 
west of County Street, which had been the western boundary of the c i t y before the 
1840's. Like many of the neighboring houses, i t was b u i l t i n a period of expan­
sion shortly before the C i v i l War when whaling i n New Bedford was fl o u r i s h i n g and 
the population was increasing rapidly. 

The clapboarded 2h. story house sets on a high granite basement and faces north. I t 
has a ridge roof with the gable end turned to the street as was frequently the case 
i n mid-19th century vernacular architecture. I t s facade i s three-bayed on both 
stories, w i t h the entrance set to the l e f t . One o r i g i n a l six-over-six window remains 
i n the a t t i c . There are twa outside chimneys, each servicing a fireplace on both 
f l o o r s . The window t r i m i s very simple, as are the narrow cornerboards. 

The entrance opens to a narrow hallway on the i n t e r i o r , running the length of the 
main house, w i t h the staircase to the l e f t on the east wall of the building. 
A doorway on the r i g h t leads in t o a double parlor, formerly divided by large 
double doors. Another room i s located behind the stairway. On the secord f l o o r 
there are four rooms. To the rear i s a two story service e l l , with the kitchen 
and pantries on the f i r s t f l o o r and servants' quarters above. The i n t e r i o r decor 
i s simple yet d i g n i f i e d . 

When restored, the present Victorian bracketed:', hood w i l l be replaced by a Greek 
Revival doorway with p i l a s t e r s and s i d e l i g h t s , and a wooden stoop with steps to 
the r i g h t . The o r i g i n a l doorway possibly was Greek Revival s t y l e , i n keeping 
with the character of the rest of the house, and the other houses i n the neighborhood. 
Restoration plans also c a l l f o r the replacement of existing windows With six-over-
six panel windows similar t o the o r i g i n a l one s t i l l i n t a c t i n the a t t i c opening. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

—1700-1799 

?_1800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-^AGRICULTURE 

—ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

^ M I L I T A R Y 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POUTICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 
C.1850 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This was the home of Sergeant William H. Carney, C i v i l War hero and the f i r s t 
black to win the Congressional Medal of Honor. He was one of f o r t y - s i x men who 
l e f t New Bedford on March 4, 1863 to j o i n the 54th Massachusetts Regiment, the 
f i r s t black regiment raised i n a northern state. 

In the assault on Fort Wagner, South Carolina on July 18, 1863, Sergeant 
Carney was i n the vanguard of the 54th. A hundred ya.rds from the walls, the 
soldier carrying the regiment's national f l a g was h i t by a barrage of b u l l e t s . 
Sergeant Carney seized the s t a f f of the f l a g as the color bearer f e l l and led the 
charge to the walls of the fo r t r e s s . Although he suffered two b u l l e t wounds, he 
held the f l a g f o r more than an hour and was one of the la s t soldiers to r e t r e a t . 
"Boys," he t o l d his wounded comrades as he arrived at the f i e l d hospital, "the 
Old Flag never touched the ground." . . , . „, , ; . , .̂ ^̂  

Carney was only 23 years old at the time of the Fort Wagner attack. Born i n 
1840, he had gone to sea at the age of 15, and was settled i n New Bedford when 
he enlisted i n the Union Army. Carney served i n the Union Army u n t i l June 
30, 1864, when he was honorably discharged at Black Island, South Carolina, 
wi t h a d i s a b i l i t y caused by the wounds he had received during the attack on 
Fort Wagner. He then spent several years i n Ca l i f o r n i a . Upon his return t o 
New Bedford i n 187'0, he purchased t h i s home and worked as a l e t t e r c a rrier for 
thir-t-y-one years The home remained i n the Carney family u n t i l 1938 when his 
daughter died and i t became the headquarters of the Martha Briggs Educational Club. 
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Assault on Fort Wagner, SC, July 18,1863—battle i n which Carney's heroism earned him the Medal of Honor 
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