


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f appl icable) 

The Farlow Hill Historic Districi possesses integrity of locaiion. design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. It is significant as a reflection of the high end of 
Newton s early 20th century, suburban growth. With its finely crafted commodious 
houses and sensitively laid out road system, it is one of Newton's finest residential areas. 
The Farlow Hill Historic Distria meets criteria A & C of the NRHP, 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important a rch i tec tura l features and evaluate in terms ^ f 
otheruareas wi th in , the community. ^ ^. • . 

The rarlow Hill Historic Distna. one of Newton s finest residential areas, is located m 
easternmost Newion Corner adjacent to the Boston/Brighton line. Roughly bounded by 
Frankhn Streei (N), Chamberlain Road (E), Huntington Road and Kenrick Streei iS), and 
Waverley Avenue (W), it contains 37 commodious houses. Many of these houses are 
architect designed in fully developed interpretations of the Cral'tsman. Colonial Revival 
and Tudor Revival styles. They are generally constructed of the finest matenals and are 
enhanced by large well-landscaped lots. The area is further distinguished by its road 
system which is laid out in a curvilinear pattern following the contours of Farlow Hill. 
Many of the houses are provided with panoramic views of the surrounding country side. 

isee continuation sheet) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain h i s to r i ca l importance of area and how the area re lates to the 
development of other areas o f the community. 

Newton Corner businessman and philanthropist John Farlow lived on Farlow Hill during 
the last quarter of the nineteenth century. He gave the land for Farlow Park on Centre 
Streei iNR: 9/4/86) and the original memorial chapel at the Newton Cemetery, which was 
dedicated to Henry Bigelow. After his death in the mid-nineties, Farlow's beautifully 
landscaped, forty acre estate was subdivided by a syndicate represented by Henry E. 
Bothfeld, Frank A Day and G. Fred Simpson. Plans were drawn by the engineering firm of 
Aspmwall and Lincoln and the following description of the benefits of the area was 
printed in The Newion Graphic in 1907: 'Well built public roads, with sewer, water, gas 
and electric light; a great variety of shade and ornamental trees, many of which are 
rarely found in New England; commanding sites, possessing unsurpassed outlooks; and 
long term restrictions as to cost, use and location of houses, are features of this easily 
accessible and unsurpassed development, which constitutes Newton's choicest residential 
section.' 

(see cont. sheet) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

Representative dwellings from the Farlow Hill Historic District are described below; 

Many excellent and varied examples of the Craftsman style are found in the area. A 
subtly well detailed Craftsman house is 88 Farlov Road (1917). It is a two story stucco 
clad structure enclosed by a hip roof with eyebrow dormer. Its symmetrical lacade is 
centered on an entry with half-length sidelights and a massive curving hood whose 
profile is repeated at the roofhne over the outer paired windows. The entry is flanked by 
four part bay windows containing 6/1 sash and is headed by four narro'*' windows 
containing 4/1 sash. A very different interpretation of the style is provided by 106 
Shornecliffe Road (1911) which is a two story shingled house enclosed by a hip roof 
with exposed rafter ends. Its basically symmetrical facade is centered on an entry with 
classical surround consisting of sidelights and an eliiDlical fan. It is protected by a 
somewhat incongruous yet harmonious pergola porcn. U is flanked by two window to the 
left and a triple window to the right. Three evenly spaced windows light the second 
story. Embraced under the same encompassing hip roof is an elegant two story sunporch 
characterized by large segmental arched openings glazed with multi-pane sash. A 
massive shingled example of the style with rustic stone entry porch is located at 12 
Beechcroft Road (1905). A large estate quality stuccoed Craftsman house with triple 
facade gables and banks of windows accompanied by a matching garage is located on an 
exceptionally large lot 85 Farlow Road (cl905). 

High quahty Colonial Revival style houses abound in the area. Some predate the survey 
period such as 151 Franklin Street (1900), 169 Franklin Street (1901), 15 Farlow 
Road (1904). 32 Farlow Road (1902), and 56 Farlow Road (1903). The house with 
monumental pedimented front at 32 Farlow Road was hsted in the National Register on 
9/4/86. A few later examples exist as well such as 25 Beechcroft Road (1961). The 
majority however date from the 1907-1950 period and are generally the more elaborate 
two story expressions of the style rather that the 1 1/2 story cottage forms such as Capes 
and Dutch Colonials. One exceptionally well detailed exjample of the style is 114 Farlow 
Road (1910). The 2 1/2 story clapboard clad structure*enclosed by a slate gable roof 
with three pedimented dormers across the front slope. It is trimmed with corner quoins 
and a modilhon cornice. Its symmetrical five bay facade is focused on an entry headed 
by a round arched fan and framed by engaged columns carrying a curved hntel shelf. A 
two story wing extends to the right and a handsome wooden picket fence sets the 
property off from the street. Another similarly well detailed example is 78 Farlow 
Road (1910). This 2 1/2 story house has an exceptionally broad five bay facade and is 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

enclosed by a slate gable roof with three pedimented dormers across the front slope. The 
facade is clapboard clad while the side elevations are brick and incorporate massive 
bridged chimneys. The center entry is framed by sidelights and an elhptical fan as well 
as a broad pediment carried on pilasters. Windows are headed by lintels and contain 6/6 
sash. 

The Tudor Revival style is less weh represented in the area than either the Craftsman or 
Colonial Revival styles. One example that pre-dated the survey period is 37 Beechcrofl 
Road (1903). It is a two story buff brick structure enclosed by a slate gable roof. Two 
facade gables, one with an oriel window, distinguish the rather stark and asymmetrical 
facade. Extending across most of the facade is a one story porch whose entrance is defined 
by a gable with carved bargeboards. A more typical example of the siyle is 55 Farlow 
Road (1922). This two story stucco clad house is enclosed by a slaie gable roof. A 
sweeping half-timbered facade gable dominates the left side of the facade. Adjacent is a 
flat arch entry with rusticated cast stone surround; it is headed by a cast stone oriel. A 
facade chimney is located to the right. 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification 
The Farlow Hih Historic District, in easternmost Newton Corner, contains 37 houses and 
one vacant lot that are roughly bounded by Franklin Street (N). Chamberlain Road (E), 
Huntingion Road and Î enrick Street (S), and Waverley Avenue (W). Boundaries are the lot 
lines of these properties as shown on the attached Engineering Map. The boundaries are 
drawn to recognize the unique high-style architectural character and road system of 
Farlow Hill. They exclude less architecturally distinguished houses on the fringes of this 
core area. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

Building permits as generally not available for houses built before 1915 and are 
particularly sparse for the early residences on Farlow Hill However architects were found 
for the following houses; 31 Farlow Road (1915) - Kilham Sc Hopkins, 49 Farlow Road 
(1915) - Halfdan M. Hanson»<, 59 Farlow Road (1922) Clifford Allbright, 69 Farlow 
Road (1928) John Barnard, 88 Farlow Road (1917)- Chapman & Frazer. On 
Shornecliffe Road, architects were found for the following houses: 51 Shornecliffe Road 
(1922) - Walter Blaney. 57 Shornecliffe Road (1921) - Clifford Allbright, 65 
Shornecliffe Road (1951) - Albert M. Kreider. 79 Shornecliffe Road (1915) - John 
Barnard, 106 Shornecliffe Road (1911)- Brainerd k Leeds, 114 Shornecliffe (1911) 
- Curtis W. Bixby. 122 Shornecliffe Road (1914) - Ralph S. Vinal. On Beechcroft Road, 
architects were found for the following houses; 12 Beechcroft Road (1905) - possibly 
Samuel Brown, 30 Beechcroft Road (1920) - John Barnard, 38 Beechcroft Road 
(1912) - Brainerd U Leeds. 

Although J. H. Chapman died in 1895. the firm of Chapman and Frazer. formed in 1892 is 
well-known in the Boston area. Horace S. Frazer (1862-1931), who began his career in the 
offices of Peabody and Stearns, carried on under the old firm name of Chapman and 
Frazer, developing a reputation synonymous with fine domestic architecture. Individual 
house? m Newion include 85 Bigelow Road m West Newion (1913: WN-0112) and a 
number of houses in the Farlow Hih area and in the expanded Chestnut Hih districKCH-Gj. 

Another well known Boston-area firm, Kihiam & Hopkins (later Kilham, Hopkins and 
Greeley), was established m 1900. James Hopkms (1873-1938) and Walter Kilham 
(1868-1948) were particularly known for their designs of school and other pubhc 
buildings, as well as their residential work. The house at 31 Farlow Road was designed 
by them for Clarence Conant Colby, lawyer, president and general manager of the Samson 
Electric Company of Canton, who was born in Boston in 1879. Mr. Colby married Nelhe 
HopeweU of Newton, hving first at 58 Nonantum Street, before buildmg the house on 
nearby Farlow Road. Mr. Colby was typical of the well-connected, affluent business men 
who chose to settle on Farlow HiU which soon became one of the most attractive and 
desirable residential areas in Newton. 

Popular local architects Edmund Leeds of Brainerd and Leeds, John Barnard, and Albert 
Kreider were all Newton residents. Leeds grew up in Newton and was trained at M.I.T. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at b o t t om 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

and the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. The firm was responsible for a large number of 
pubhc buildings in the New England area and locally for the Y. M. C. A. (1911) and the 
first F. A. Day Junior High School (1922). Residences include those on Farlow Hih and the 
Edwin Childs House at 340 California Street (1915; NO-067). John Barnard s first 
commission in Newton was the Harriman House (1916) at 825 Centre Street, which is 
presently known as Putnam House on the Boston College Newion Campus (N-A). Barnard 
became known in Newton as a result of this commission and eventually made his home at 
72 Agawam Road in Waban. Other houses include the Frank A. Day Junior House (1924) at 
170 Sargent Street, the Davidson House (1925) at 99 Aspen Avenue in Auburndale and a 
large number of more modest homes throughout New t̂on. Albert Kreider was very active 
in Newton beginning in 1930s. He designed some public and commercial buhdings and a 
number of residences, more ofien of a modest nature. 

Little is known of the other architects identified in the Farlow Hill area. Clifford AUbright 
practiced in the Boston area between 1919 and 1945. Walter Blaney from 1921 to 1933. 
Curtis W. Bixby from 1905 to 1922. and Ralph S. Vinal from 1900 to 1931. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY/REFERENCES 

Engineermg Department Records: Plan of Farlow Hih L-11, *8428, 1988 Aspinwah k 
Lincohi (missing) 
Buildmg Department Records: Farlow Road, Shornecliffe Road, Beechcroft Road 
aty Directories and Atlases, Newton Graphlc\\l%l^7, 11/25/24 
BjograplucalJ)jctJonar}'of American Architeas,'^ iXhy * 
Beautiful Newton, Newton - the Garden Qty 
•Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities in Boston, Plans for 49 Farlow 
Road by Halfdan M. Hanson of Glochester. 
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