


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Farlow Hill Historic Districi possessesintegrity of locaiion. desgn, setting, materids,
workmanship, feeling and assodation. 1tis sgnificant as areflection of the high end of
Newton s early 20th century, suburban growth. With itsfinely crafted commodious
houses and senditively laid out road system, it is one of Newton's finest resdential arees.
The Farlow Hill Higtoric Distriamests criteriaA & Cof the NRHP,

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE  Describe important archltectural features and evaluate in terms ~f
otheruareas within, the community. n

The rarlow Hill Higtoric Distna. ane of Newton sflnest reﬂdentlal aess, islocaed m
eadlernmost Newion Corner adjacent to the Bogstorv/Brighton line. Roughly bounded by
Frankhn Streal (N), Chamberlain Roed (E), Huntington Roed and Kenrick Stredl 1S), ad
Waverley Avenue (W), it contains 37 commodious houses. Many of these houses are
architect desgned in fully devdoped interpretations of the Crd'tsman. Colonid Revivd
and Tudor Revivd styles. They are generdly congtructed of the finest matends and are
enhancad by large wdll-landscaped lots. The areaisfurther distinguished by itsroad
sysem which islaid out in acurvilinear pattern following the contours of Farlow Hill.
Many of the houses are provided with panoramic views of the surrounding country sde.

isee continuation shest)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
development of other areas of the community.

Newton Come businessman and philanthropist John Farlow lived on Farlow Hill during
the last quarter of the nineteenth century. He gave the land for Farlow Park on Centre
Streal INR 9/4/86) and the origind memorid chapd a the Newton Cametery, which was
dedicated to Henry Bigdow. After his degth inthe mid-nineties, Farlow's beautifully
landscaped, forty acre estate wias subdivided by a syndicate represented by Henry E
Bothfeld, Frank A Day and G Fred Smpson. FHanswere drawn by the engineering firm of
Aspmwal and Lincoln and the following description of the benefits of the areawas
printed in The Newion Gragphic in 1907: 'Wdl built public roads, with sewer, water, ges
and dectric light; agreat variety of shede and ornamentd trees, many of which are
rarely found in New England; commanding Stes, possessng unsurpassed outlooks, and
long term redtrictions as to cod, use and location of houses, are features of this eesly
accessble and unsurpassad devel opment, which congtitutes Newton's choicest residential
section.

(see cont. sheet)

Bl BLI GGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

see p. 4
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Indicate each item on inventory form vAidi is being continued below.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)
Representative dwellings from the Farlow Hill Higtoric Didrict are described below;

Many excdlent and varied examples of the Craftaman syle are found inthe area A
subtly well detailed Craftaman houseis 88 Farlov Road (1917). It isatwo story ducco
clad structure endosad by ahip roof with eyebrow dormer. Its symmetrica lacade is
centered on an entry with half-length sddights and a massve curving hood whose
profileis repeated a the roofhne over the outer paired windows. The entry isflanked by
four part bay windows containing 6/1 saeh and is headed by four narro™' windows
containing 4/1 sash. A very different interpretation of the style is provided by 106
Shornecliffe Road (1911) which is atwo story shingled house endossd by ahip roof
with exposd rafter ends. Its basicaly symmetrical facadeis centered on an entry with
dasscd surround condsting of Sddights and an diiDlica fan. It is protected by a
somewhat incongruous yet harmonious pergola poren. U isflanked by two window to the
left and atriple window to the right. Three evenly goaocad windowslight the sscond
sory. Embraced under the same encompassing hip roof isan degant wo story sunporch
characterized by large ssgmentd arched openings glazed with multi-pane sseh. A
masgve shingled example of the style with rustic sone entry porch is located a 12
Beechcroft Road (1905). A large estate quality stuccoed Craftsman housewith triple
facade gables and banks of windows accompanied by a matching garage is located onan
exceptiondly large lot 85 Farlow Road (cl905).

High quahty Colonid Reviva style houses aound inthe arear Some predate the survey
period auch as 151 Franklin Street (1900), 169 Franklin Street (1901), 15 Farlow
Road (1904). 32 Farlow Road (1902), and 56 Farlow Road (1903). The housewith
monumenta pedimented front & 32 Farlow Road was hded inthe Nationa Regider on
9/4/86. A few later examples exist as well such as 25 Beechcroft Road (1961). The
majority however date from the 1907-1950 period and are generdly the more daborate
two story expressons of the style rather that the 1 1/2 story cottage forms such as Cgoes
and Dutch Colonids Ore exceptiondly well detailed eqample of the style is 114 Farlow
Road (1910). The 2 1/2 story cgpboard dad dructure*endlosed by a date gable roof
with three pedimented dormers across the front dope. Itis trimmed with corner quoins
and amodilhon cornice. Its symmetrical five bay facade isfocused on an entry heeded
by around arched fan and framed by engaged columns carrying a curved hntel shef. A
two story wing extends to the right and a handsome wooden picket fence setsthe
property off from the street. Another similarly well detalled example is 78 Farlow
Road (1910). This 2 1/2 story house has an exceptiondly broad five bay facadeand is

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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ARCHITECTURAL SGNIACANCE (cort.)

endosed by adate gable roof with three pedimented dormers acrossthe front dope. The
facadeis dgpboard dad whilethe dde devations are brick and incorporate massve
bridged chimneys. The center entry isframed by sddights ad an ehptical fan as well
& abroad pediment carried on pilasters. Windows are heeded by lintels and contain 6/6
s

The Tudor Reviva style is lessweh represented inthe areathan ether the Craftaman or
Cdonid Revivd styles. Oe exanple that pre-dated the survey period is 37 Beechcrofl
Road (1903). Itisatwo story buff brick structure endosad by adate gable roof. Two
facade gales, one with an oriel window, distinguish the rather stark and asymmetrica
facade. Extending acrass most of the facade is aone story porch whose entrance is defined
by agadewith carved bargeboards. A more typical example of the syleis 55 Farlow
Road (1922). This two story sucoo dad houseisendosed by adae gaderoof. A
swegping half-timbered facade gable dominates the | eft Sde of the facade. Adjacent isa
flat arch entry with rusticated cagt sone surround; it is headed by acest doneoriel. A
facade chimney is located to theright.

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The Farlow Hih Historic Didtrict, in easternmost Newton Corner, contains 37 houses and
one vecant lot that are roughly bounded by Franklin Street (N). Chamberlain Roed (E),
Huntingion Roed and 1"enrick Street (S), and Waverley Avenue (W). Boundaries are the lot
lines of these properties as shown on the atached Enginesring Magp. The boundaries are
drawn to recognize the unique high-style architectural character and road system of
Farlow Hill. They exdude less architecturally distinguished housss on the fringesof this
core area

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

Building permits as generdly not available for housssbuilt before 1915 and ae
particularly goarsefor the early resdences on Farlow Hill However architects werefound
for the following houses 31 Farlow Road (1915) - Kilham & Hopkins, 49 Farlow Road
(1915) - Hafdan M. Hansoe<, 59 Farlow Road (1922) Clifford Allbright, 69 Farlow
Road (1928) John Barnard, 88 Farlow Road (1917)- Chgomen & Frazer. On
Shornedliffe Road, architects were found for the following houses 51 Shornecliffe Road
(1922) - Wdter Blaney. 57 Shornecliffe Road (1921) - Clifford Allbright, 65
Shornecliffe Road (1951) - Albert M. Kreider. 79 Shornecliffe Road (1915) - John
Barnard, 106 Shornecliffe Road (1911)- Brainerd k Lesds 114 Shornecliffe (1911)
- CurtisW. Bixby. 122 Shornecliffe Road (1914) - Raph S Vina. On Beechcroft Roed,
architects were found for the following houses 12 Beechcroft Road (1905) - possbly
Samud Brown, 30 Beechcroft Road (1920) - John Barnard, 38 Beechcroft Road
(1912) - Brainerd U Leads

Although J H. Chgoman died in 1895. the firm of Chgomen and Frazer. formedin 1892 is
well-known in the Bogon area. Horace S Fazer (1862-1931), who began his career inthe
offices of Peabody and Stearns, carried on under the old firm name of Chgomean and
Frazer, developing areputation synonymous with fine domedic architecture. Individual
hous=? m Newion include 85 Bigdow Roed m West Newion (1913: WN-0112) and a
number of housesin the Farlow Hih area and in the expanded Chestnut Hih districK CH-G;.

Another well known Bogton-areafirm, Kihiam & Hopkins (later Kilham, Hopkins and
Gredey), was established m 1900. James Hopkms (1873-1938) and Water Kilham
(1868-1948) were particularly knownfor their desgns of schod and other pubhc
buildings, aswell as their resdential work. The house a 31 Farlow Roed wes desgned
by them for Clarence Conart Calby, lawyer, presdent and generd manager of the Samson
Electric Company of Canton, who weas born in Bagon in 1879. Mr. Calby married Ndhe
Hopanveld of Newton, hving first a 58 Nonantum Street, before buildmg the house on
nearby Farlow Road. Mr. Calby wes typica of the well-connected, affluent busness men
who dhoseto settle on Farlow HU which soon became one of the mogt attractive and
dedrable residential areasin Newton.

Popular locd architects Edmund Lesds of Brainerd and Lesds, John Barnard, and Albert
Kraeder were all Newton residents. Lesds grew up in Newton and was trained a M.I.T.

Staple to Inventory form at bottOm
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HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE (cont.)

and the Eocde des Beaux Artsin Paris. Thefirm was responsble for alarge number of
pubhc buildings inthe Nev England areaand locdly for the Y. M. C A. (1911) and the
first F. A. Dy Junior High Schod (1922). Resdencesincude those on Farlow Hih and the
Edwin Childs House & 340 Cdifornia Street (1915; NO-067). John Barnard sfirst
commisson in Newton was the Harriman House (1916) a 825 Centre Stret, whichis
presently known a Putnam House on the Boston Cdlege Newion Campus (N-A). Barnard
became known in Newton as aresult of this commisson and eventudly mede hishome a
72 Agawam Roed in Waban. Other housesindude the Frank A. Day Junior House (1924) a
170 Sargent Street, the Davidson House (1925) a 99 Aspen Avenue in Auburndale and a
large number of more modest homes throughout Newton Albert Kreider was very active
in Newton beginning in 1930s He desgned some public and commercid buhdings and a
number of resdences more ofien of amodest nature.

Little isknown of the other architects identified inthe Farlow Hill area. Clifford AUbright
practiced inthe Bodon area between 1919 and 1945. Wdter Blaney from 1921 to 1933.
CurtisW. Bixby from 1905 to 1922. and Reph S Vina from 1900 to 1931.

BIBLIOGRAPHY/REFERENCES

Enginearmg Department Records Plan of Farlow Hih L-11, *8428, 1988 Aspinwah k
Lincohi (missng)

Buildmg Department Records: Farlow Road, Shornecliffe Road, Beechcroft Road

aty Directories and Atlases, Newton Graphlc\%I~7, 11/25/24
BjograplucalJ)jctJonar}'of American Architeas,'™ iXhy *

Beautiful Newton, Newton - the Garden Qty

*Society for the Preservation of Newv England Antiquities in Boston, Plans for 49 Farlow
Roed by Hafdan M. Hanson of Glochedter.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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NEWrow, MASS. MRA -

gtfeet Address

11

12

20

2S
30

37

38

15

25

31

32

49

56

Beechcroft Rd.

Beechcroft Rd.

Beechcroft Rd.

Beechcroft Rd.
Beechcroft Rd.

Beechcroft Rd.

Beechcroft Rd.

Farlow Rd.

Farlow Rd.

Farlow Rd.

Farlow Rd.

Farlow Rd.

Farlow Rd.
Farlov Rd.

1988 -FAKLOW HILL HISTORIC DISI RICT

BL

72-35-7
72-35-9
72-34-6
72-34-7

72-35-5

72-55-4

72-34-3A
72-35-3

72-34-8

72-35-2

72-37-1

72-37-2

72-37-3

72-34-1

72-37-4

72-37-5
72-35-1

Area(s fl

10700
14203
13653

16649

26197

11105

20742
14769

25174

19051

23912

15874

17337

57376

42255

14275
29139

Historic Hame Forw/*

Vacant Lot
Vacant Lot

Vacant Lot
house
garage

house cn-13
garage

house CH-12
garage

house w /attached garage
house

garage

house
garage

house CM-11
garage

house
carriage house

house w7attached garage
pool

house
garage

house Ctl-42
garage

house

garage

house

house CH-49
garage

&ate

1909

1905

1906

1970
1920

1903

1912

1904

1937

1915

1902

1915

1922
1903

Stale

Shingle

Craftfman

Shingle

Modern

CR

Tudor

CR

CR ./Crafts.

CR

CR

Neo-C Rev.

CR

Eclectic
CR

Slatu”



NEWTON, MASS. MRA - 1988 - FARLOW HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT

69 Farl ow R 72-37-6 20990  house 1928 Craftsman
outbuilding
78 Farlow Rd. 72-35-20 23625  house 1910 CR
85 Farlow Rd. 72-36-1 70727  house 1909 Craftsman
garage
88 Farlow Rd. 72-35-19 14531  house 1917 Craftsman
garage
96 Farlow Rd. 72-35-18 13923  house v/attached gsrage 1953 Modern
106 Farlow Rd. 72-35-17 16500  house 1916 Cape
garage
114 Farlow Rd. 72-35-16 13132  house 1916 CR
garage
119 Farlow Rd. 72-36-2 36203 house w/attached garage 1925 CR
120 Farlow Rd. 72-35-15 12223  house 1914 CR
garage
129 Farlow Rd. 72-36-3 17260 house v/attached garage 1933 CR
pool/cabana
132 Farlow Rd. 72-35-10 62580 house v/attached garage 1925 CR
130 Franklin St. 72-35-6 15921  house CH-57 1393
garage Eclectic
151 Franklin St. 72-33-1 33031  house Cfi-32 1900
garage CR
169 Franklin St. 72-31-4 12130 house v/attached garage CH-36 1901 Shingle
180 Franklin St. 72-73-7 31073  house Cm'vd from V averley Ave) CH-53 1880 Shingle
garage
79 Shornecliffe Rd. 72-31-24 20600 house 1915 CR
96 Shornecliffe Rd. 72-34-5 13796  house CH-129 1893 Eclectic
106 Shornecliffe Rd. 72-34-4 12533  house 191 1 Craftsman
garage

114 Shornecliffe Rd. 72-34-3 17661  house 191 1 Neo-C Rev.



NEWTON, MASS. MRA - 1988 - FARLOW HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT

115 Shornecliffe Rd. 72-30-3
122 Shornecliffe Rd. 72-34-2
125 Shornecliffe Rd. 72-30-9
260 V/averley Ave. 72-30-1

Number of buildi ngs
Number of contributing buildings
Number of non-contributing buildings

Number of structures
Number of contributing structures
Number of non-contributing structures

Number of contributing objects

15164
10703

21353

38140

house
house
garage
house
garage
house
garage

pool

37
35
2

27
23
4

CH-47

Sum of square feet in field "area’
(Streets not included)

Number of vacant lots

1916
1914

1914

1899

CR

Craftsman

Sp.Col.

926335

nc
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