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The General Artemas Ward Homestead consists of thecountry house of General

Artemas Ward, a curator's residence, snmoke house, and barn. The conplexi s

located on Sh acres of theoriginal 100-acre estate, and overlooks Dean Park
to thenorth.

The main house faces onto Main Street, formerly t heBoston Post Road, which
leads into Shrewsbury Center. The early section of thehouse was built i n
1727 and was enlarged i n1785. The two-story clapboard building has a
seven-bay facade with two front entrances leading into either portion of

the house. The overall appearance i s one of symretry, although therei s
only one window t ot heleft of theeast entrance and twot otheright of

the west entrance. The shuttered wi ndows have twelve-over-twelve lights .
except for those over t hedoors which have eight-over-twelve sash. Mlded ' v
lintels project over thefirst floor wi ndows, while windows on t hesecond
story arepositioned close under t heeaves. The two doorways are identical,
and have heavy paneling accented with large brass knockers. The entrances
have pilasters and shutters on either side surmounted by a full entablature
and pedinment. Large granite stones areat each threshold. The buildingi s
painted grey, with white trim and bl ack shutters and doors. The ridge roof

is topped with twobrick chimeys. Another chimey stands over theell which
projects tothesoutheast. . .

Oh theinterior, nost features have undergone little alteration. Two enclosed
stairways lead t ot hesecond floor i neither portion of t hehouse, and handsorne
wai nscoting i si nevidencethroughout. There arealso wide floor boards and
solid shutters which slide across thew ndows on theinterior. Que particu-
larly interesting feature i sa hangingpartition i nan upstairs roomwhich

can be hooked up on theceiling t oopen up two bedroons t onake a ballroom

Near t hemain house i sa large barn, approximately 200 feet long. The
handsonme cow barn has painted chestnut exterior siding and i sdistinguished
by its lantern centered atop its ridge roof.
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The General Artenmas Ward Homestead i ssignificant as thehone of a well-known
Revol utionary VWar |eader andas t he nost handsone ei ghteenthcentury structure
in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts.

General Artemas Ward (1727-1800) was probably t henost noteworthy and prom nent
of thesons of Shrewsbury. Hisfather. Colonel NathiimWard was born in Marl boro,
and later was anong t hefirst settlers of t heTown of Shrewsbury. There he
becane a proprietor andfounder of thechurch. He rose t ot herank of Col onel
and served as magistrate of theCourt of Gonmon Pleas of Wrcester County.

In 1727 Nat humWard built the Ward Hormestead, oneof a nunber of Ward family
hones i nShrewsbury. |1 n 1760 his sonArtemas and his wife noved t o t he
country hone fromthecenter of Shrewsbury. | n 1785 t he house was doubl ed
with the addition of a section t ohouse General Artemas Wrd's son and
daughter-in-1aw.

Artemas Ward i s best known for his contributions tothepatriot effortin

the RevolutionaryWar. Before theoutbreak of war. Ward represented
Shrewsbury i nt he General Court andtook anactive role i nthe controversies
between t he Col oni al Royal Governors andt heHouse of Representatives. He

bol dly denounced Parliamentary measures enforced by t he Governors which en-
croached ontherights of thecolonies. Wrd succeeded AbrahamW || iams as
commander of t heThird Regi ment andgave political aswell asmilitaryin-
struction totroops under his coomand — anaction which incited the anger

of t he Governor. I n 1768 he was el ected t ot he House of Representatives, and
when hostilities broke out at Lexington andConcord inApril 1775, herodet o
Canbridge t otake command of militiamen there. Wth themhe began t he siege

of Boston, which eleven nonths later resulted i nexpelling theBritish.

Ward's outstanding service tothepatriot cause was soon recogni zed, and t he
Continental Congress nmade hi mt hefirst Mjor Ceneral under George Washington.
In 1779 he was appointed a nenber of t he Second Continental Congress and |ater
becane Speaker of t he House of Representatives. He also served as Chief Justice
of theCourt of Gonmon Pleas of Worcester County from 1775t o 1792 and during
Shays' Rebellioni n 1787.

The General Artenmas Ward Honestead remains today i nanexcellent stateof
preservation. Throughout t hehouse arefurnishings which belonged to Ward's
famly, including t heGeneral's desk, bed, famly portraits, china, pewter,
garments, andrecords. Oaned by Harvard University, thehouse i s nowoperated
as a nmuseumwhich i sopen tothepublic by appointment. Avresident curator/

caretaker lives i nt hehouse behind t hemain house.
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294 Washington Streets

Paul Guzzi
Jormmmy 727-870

Decenber 9, 1975

M. Charles Herrington, Chief
Regi straticm

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior

Viéshi ngton, DC 20240

Dear diaries:

Encl osed pl ease find three National Register nomnations for the followng
properties:

1. Salem Derby Waterfront District
2. Shrewsbury, Ceneral Artenas Vdrd House
3. Springfield, State Arnory

These proFertl es have been voted el i gibl e for submssion by the Massachusetts
Historical Conmssion (the State Review Board?] and have been signed by the
State Historic Preservat| on Officer, Elizabeth Reed Anadon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Vsl owski

Survey Director o
Massachusetts Hi storical Gonm ssion
R\VMw

Enclosures
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Rev. War

L eader

Ward Homestead Is
National Historic Place

The General Artemas
Ward Homestead, Main
Street, Shrewsbury,
nominated for inclusion
in the National Register
of Historic Places by the
Massachusetts Historical
Commission, has been
accepted. Word was
received by State
Secretary Paul Guzzi,
Chairman of the Com-
mission, from Gary
Everhardt, Director of
the National Park Ser-
vice in the United States

Department of the
Interior.
The Homestead is

significant as the home of
a well-known
Revolutionary War
leader and as the most
handsome 18th century
structure in Shrewsbury.
It consists of the country
house of Gen. Ward, a
curator's residence,
smoke house and barn.
The complex is located on
52 acres of the original
100-acre estate, and
overlooks Dean Park to
the North. ~

Gen. Ward (1727-1800)
was probably the most
noteworthy, and

prominent of the sons of
Shrewsbury. His father,
Colonet Nathum Ward
was born in Marlboro,
and later was one of the
first settlers of
Shrewsbury. He became
a proprietor and founder
of the church and served
as magistrate of the
Court of Common Pleas
in Worcester county.

In 1727 Col. Nathuni
Ward built the Ward
Homestead, one of a

number of Ward family
homes In Shrewsbury. In
1760 his son, Artemas and
his wife moved to the
country home from the
center of Shrewsbury. In
1785 the bouse was
doubled with the addition
of a section to house the
son and daughter-in-law
of Artemas Ward.

Artemas Ward is best
known for his con-
tributions to the patriot
effort In the
Revolutionary  War.
Before the outbreak of
war, he represented
Shrewsbury in  the
General Court and took

an- active role in the
controversies between
the . Colonial Royal

Governors and the House
of Representatives.
He boldly denounced

pariiahientary  meas-
ures enforced
by the Governors

which encroached on the
rights of the colonies.
War succeeded Abraham
Williams as Commander
of the Third Regiment
and gave political as well
as military instruction to
troops under his com-
mand - an action which
incited the anger of the
Governor. In 1768, he was
elected to the House of
Representatives, and
when hostilities broke out
at Lexington and Concord
in April, 1775, he rode to
Cambridge to assume
command of militiamen
there. With them he
began the siege of Boston,
which eleven months
later resulted in expelling
the British. Ward's
outstanding service to the
patriot cause was. soon
recognized, and the
Continental Congress
made him the first Major
General under George
Washington. In 1779, he
was appointed a member
of the Second Continental

Congress and later
became Speaker of the
House of Represen-
tatives. He also served as
Chief Justice of the Court
of Common Pleas of
Worcester County from

1775 to 1792 and during
Shay's Rebellion in 1787.
The General Artemas

Ward Homestead
remains today in. an
excellent state of

preservation. Throughout
the house are furnishings
which belonged to Ward's
family Including the
General's desk, bed,
family portraits, china,
pewter, garments and
records. Owned by
Harvard University, the
house is now operated as
a museum which is open
to the public by ap-
pointment. A resident
curator-caretaker livesin
the house behind the
main house.

Near the main houseis
a large barn, ap-
proximately 200 feet long.
The handsome cow barn
has painted chestnut
exterior siding and is
distinguished by its
lantern centered atop its
ridge roof.- ,
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