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~ DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The General Artemas Ward Homestead consists of the country house of General 
Artemas Ward, a curator's residence, smoke house, and barn. The complex i s 
located on Sh acres of the o r i g i n a l 100-acre estate, and overlooks Dean Park 
to the north. 

The main house faces onto Main Street, formerly the Boston Post Road, which 
leads in t o Shrewsbury Center. The early section of the house was b u i l t i n 
1727 and was enlarged i n 1785. The two-story clapboard building has a 
seven-bay facade with two f r o n t entrances leading i n t o either portion of 
the house. The ove r a l l appearance i s one of symmetry, although there i s 
only one window to the l e f t of the east entrance and two to the r i g h t of 
the west entrance. The shuttered windows have twelve-over-twelve l i g h t s ., . 
except for those over the doors which have eight-over-twelve sash. Molded ' v 
l i n t e l s project over the f i r s t f l o o r windows, while windows on the second 
story are positioned close under the eaves. The two doorways are i d e n t i c a l , 
and have heavy paneling accented with large brass knockers. The entrances 
have p i l a s t e r s and shutters on either side surmounted by a f u l l entablature 
and pediment. Large granite stones are at each threshold. The building i s 
painted grey, with white t r i m and black shutters and doors. The ridge roof 
i s topped with two brick chimneys. Another chimney stands over the e l l which 
projects to the southeast. . . • 

On the i n t e r i o r , most features have undergone l i t t l e a l t e r a t i o n . Two enclosed 
stairways lead to the second f l o o r i n either portion of the house, and handsome 
wainscoting i s i n evidence throughout. There are also wide f l o o r boards and 
so l i d shutters which slide across the windows on the i n t e r i o r . One parti c u ­
l a r l y interesting feature i s a hanging p a r t i t i o n i n an upstairs room which 
can be hooked up on the c e i l i n g to open up two bedrooms to make a ballroom. 

Near the main house i s a large barn, approximately 200 feet long. The 
handsome cow barn has painted chestnut exterior siding and i s distinguished 
by i t s lantern centered atop i t s ridge roof. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The General Artemas Ward Homestead i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the home of a well-known 
Revolutionary War leader and as the most handsome eighteenth century structure 
i n Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. 

General Artemas Ward (1727-1800) was probably the most noteworthy and prominent 
of the sons of Shrewsbury. His father. Colonel Nathiim Ward was born i n Marlboro, 
and later was among the f i r s t s e t t l e r s of the Town of Shrewsbury. There he 
became a proprietor and founder of the church. He rose to the rank of Colonel 
and served as magistrate of the Court of Common Pleas of Worcester County. 

I n 1727 Nathum Ward b u i l t the Ward Homestead, one of a number of Ward family 
homes i n Shrewsbury. I n 1760 his son Artemas and his wife moved to the 
country home from the center of Shrewsbury. I n 1785 the house was doubled 
with the addition of a section to house General Artemas Ward's son and 
daughter-in-law. . 

Artemas Ward i s best known for his contributions to the p a t r i o t e f f o r t i n 
the Revolutionary War. Before the outbreak of war. Ward represented 
Shrewsbury i n the General Court and took an active role i n the controversies 
between the Colonial Royal Governors and the House of Representatives. He 
boldly denounced Parliamentary measures enforced by the Governors which en­
croached on the ri g h t s of the colonies. Ward succeeded Abraham Williams as 
commander of the Third Regiment and gave p o l i t i c a l as w e l l as m i l i t a r y i n ­
struction to troops under his command — an action which i n c i t e d the anger 
of the Governor. I n 1768 he was elected to the House of Representatives, and 
when h o s t i l i t i e s broke out at Lexington and Concord i n A p r i l 1775, he rode to 
Cambridge to take command of militiamen there. With them he began the siege 
of Boston, which eleven months la t e r resulted i n expelling the B r i t i s h . 
Ward's outstanding service to the p a t r i o t cause was soon recognized, and the 
Continental Congress made him the f i r s t Major General under George Washington. 
I n 1779 he was appointed a member of the Second Continental Congress and lat e r 
became Speaker of the House of Representatives. He also served as Chief Justice 
of the Court of Common Pleas of Worcester County from 1775 to 1792 and during 
Shays' Rebellion i n 1787. 

The General Artemas Ward Homestead remains today i n an excellent state of 
preservation. Throughout the house are furnishings which belonged to Ward's 
family, including the General's desk, bed, family p o r t r a i t s , china, pewter, 
garments, and records. Owned by Harvard University, the house i s now operated 
as a museum which i s open to the public by appointment. A resident curator/ 

caretaker lives i n the house behind the main house. 
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Paul Guzzi 

')omm«n' 

6^ S/eci'eta/y^ 

294 Washington Streets 

727-8^70 

Decenber 9, 1975 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registraticm " 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear diaries: 

Enclosed please find three National Register nominations for the following 
properties: 

1. Salem, Derby Waterfront District 
2. Shrewsbury, General Artemas Ward House 
3. Springfield, State Armory 

These properties have been voted eligible for submission by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission (the State Review Board) and have been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Amadon. 

Sincerely yours. 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

PLW/nw 

Enclosures 
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Rev. War Leader 

Ward Homestead is 
National Historic Place 

The General Artemas 
Ward Homestead, Main 
Street, Shrewsbury, 
nominated for inclusion 
in the National Register 
of Historic Places by the 
Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, has been 
accepted. Word was 
received by State 
Secretary Paul Guzzi, 
Chairman of the Com­
mission, from Gary 
Everhardt, Director of 
the National Park Ser­
vice in the United States 
Department of the 
Interior. 

The Homestead is 
significant as the home of 
a w e l l - k n o w n 
Revolutionary War 
leader and as the most 
handsome 18th century 
structure in Shrewsbury. 
It consists of the country 
house of Gen. Ward, a 
curator's residence, 
smoke house and barn. 
The complex is located on 
5V2 acres of the original 
100-acre estate, and 
overlooks Dean Park to 
the North. ~ 

Gen. Ward (1727-1800) 
was probably the most 
n o t e w o r t h y , a n d 

prominent of the sons of 
Shrewsbury. His father, 
Colonet Nathum Ward 
was born in Marlboro, 
and later was one of the 
first settlers of 
Shrewsbury. He became 
a proprietor and founder 
of the church and served 
as magistrate of the 
Court of Common Pleas 
in Worcester county. 

In 1727 Col. Nathuni 
Ward built the Ward 
Homestead, one of a 
number of Ward family 
homes In Shrewsbury. In 
1760 his son, Artemas and 
his wife moved to the 
country home from the 
center of Shrewsbury. In 
1785 the bouse was 
doubled with the addition 
of a section to house the 
son and daughter-in-law 
of Artemas Ward. 

Artemas Ward is best 
known for his con­
tributions to the patriot 
effort In the 
Revolutionary War. 
Before the outbreak of 
war, he represented 
Shrewsbury in the 
General Court and took 
an- active role in the 
controversies between 
the . Colonial Royal 

Governors and the House 
of Representatives. 

He boldly denounced 
pariiahientary meas­
u r e s e n f o r c e d 
by the Governors 
which encroached on the 
rights of the colonies. 
War succeeded Abraham 
Williams as Commander 
of the Third Regiment 
and gave political as well 
as military instruction to 
troops under his com­
mand - an action which 
incited the anger of the 
Governor. In 1768, he was 
elected to the House of 
Representatives, and 
when hostilities broke out 
at Lexington and Concord 
in April, 1775, he rode to 
Cambridge to assume 
command of militiamen 
there. With them he 
began the siege of Boston, 
which eleven months 
later resulted in expelling 
the British. Ward's 
outstanding service to the 
patriot cause was. soon 
recognized, and the 
Continental Congress 
made him the first Major 
General under George 
Washington. In 1779, he 
was appointed a member 
of the Second Continental 

Congress and later 
became Speaker of the 
House of Represen­
tatives. He also served as 
Chief Justice of the Court 
of Common Pleas of 
Worcester County from 
1775 to 1792 and during 
Shay's Rebellion in 1787. 

The General Artemas 
Ward H o m e s t e a d 
remains today in. an 
excellent state of 
preservation. Throughout 
the house are furnishings 
which belonged to Ward's 
family Including the 
General's desk, bed, 
family portraits, china, 
pewter, garments and 
records. Owned by 
Harvard University, the 
house is now operated as 
a museum which is open 
to the public by ap­
pointment. A resident 
curator-caretaker lives in 
the house behind the 
main house. 

Near the main house is 
a large barn, ap­
proximately 200 feet long. 
The handsome cow barn 
has painted chestnut 
exterior siding and is 
distinguished by its 
lantern centered atop its 
ridge roof.- , 
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builder of house 

EVENTS- General Artemois Ward (1727-1800), leading participant i n Battle of Lexington and Concord and siege of Boston (1775), 
appointed 1st major general under Washington by Continental Congress (1775), member of 2nd Continental Congress 
and Speaker of House of Representatives, Chief Justice of Worcester County Court of Common Pleas during Shays' 
-Rebellion (17S7).- " " ' '" ' 

INSTITUTIONAL. 
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Artemas Ward7 leading participant i n 
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