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_UNEXPOSED

The William David House is situated on a rise above the bottomlands of a horse­ 
shoe bend of the South- Fork of the Licking River in rural Bourbon County. 
The two-story stone structure faces eastward, and is approximately 2 miles 
north of the small community of Shawhan,

Built in 1802, the David House is a two-story block-like structure with 
one-story wings on either side. The right wing is not original, having been 
added in 1920. The main two-story block is three bays wide, while the wings 
are both two bays wide. Like other stone houses built in Kentucky, the 
David House has a center door and evenly spaced windows. The facade fea­ 
tures a portico added in 1920, when the formal entrance was reversed from 
the west to the east facade.

The house has a gabled roof with a simple cornice, and corbeled end chimneys 
Sjet flush with the outside wall. The left end chimney is flanked by 
small square gable windows. Windows are six pane over six pane with the 
exception of the triple windows in the center of the main block, which 
until the 1920s was a single window.

On the interior, the original one room deep and two rooms per floor plan has 
been altered on the first floor. The partition which separated the rooms 
has been removed to create one large room, but the original fireplace and 
mantels are intact.

A walnut press is located in the left corner of the enlarged first floor 
room of the main block of the house. The flooring is original throughout 
the house. The second floor has a beaded board partition, which more than 
likely was identical to the one removed on the first floor.

The nominated acreage includes the 1802 stone house; the original log cabin 
constructed ca. 1774; a small frame outbuilding with Greek Revival portico 
to the north of the stone house; 2 small frame outbuildings of possible early 
20th century eonstrution; and a log barn with visible dovetailing. This 
original log barn has been expanded over the years, but the original portion 
with dovetailing is intact today. The cemetery containing the grave of 
William David, is also within the nominated area, located approximately 300 
feet from the main house.

The house was recently sold and is currently being sympathetically restored by the 
owners.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William David House, located in the Shawhan-Ruddles Mill area of Bourbon 
County, was the site of one of Kentucky's early settlements. Along with a 
log house believed built by William David who homesteaded the farm in 1774, 
there remains a two-story stone house constructed in 1802 by David's son. 
The interesting complex also includes a two-story log barn and family cemetery.

William David and his son first came to what was then Fineastie County in 1770 
from Virginia, and settled on a horseshoe bend of the Licking River. They 
constructed a log house, ca. 1770-74, which is still standing today. The 
elder David, who was sixty-six years old when he undertook his journey to 
Kentucky, died here in 1774 and is buried in the family cemetery on the farml

After David's death, his son, William David II, returned to Virginia. A few 
years later he returned to the farm with his own family, and his brothers. In 
1802, after obtaining formal title to the land, he built the two-story stone 
structure, which he called his "Mansion House,"2

After William David's II death the property passed to his two sons, with 
Henry inheriting the house. 3 Henry David was an active member of the Stoner­ 
mouth Presbyterian Church, one of the earliest churches in Bourbon County.4^ 
It was organized by Rev. Andrew McClure, who was one of the first: Presbyterian 
ministers to come to Kentucky, in 1786. In 1792 the Transylvania Presbytery, 
the ruling body of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky, met at Stonermouth, 
and suspended Rev. Adam Rankin prominent local religious figure and the 
second Presbyterian minister to settle in the state because of his adamant 
oppositon to the Presbyterian hierarchy's decision permitting the use of a 
new version of the psalms in the litergy.

Following a severe windstorm Stonermouth Church was rendered unfit for use, 
and Henry David offered his stone house as a meeting place. The congregation 
met there for several years, and in 1865 the two sons of Henry David, in 
honoring their father's wish, began construction of a new church. William 
David III gave several acres of land located near the village of Shawhan in 
Bourbon County, and John David provided the financial assistance for the 
construction of the church."

pEqually as important as the historical association of the David House is its 
"A architectural significance as an early settlement, continuously lived in by 
" I the David family until 1957. One room deep, the two-story house is similar 

to a style of stone construction prevelant in Kentucky from 1780 until 1820.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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_UNEXPOSED

The William David House is situated on a rise above the bottomlands of a horse­ 
shoe bend of the South- Fork of the Licking River in rural Bourbon County. 
The two-story stone structure faces eastward, and is approximately 2 miles 
north of the small community of Shawhan,

Built in 1802, the David House is a two-story block-like structure with 
one-story wings on either side. The right wing is not original, having been 
added in 1920. The main two-story block is three bays wide, while the wings 
are both two bays wide. Like other stone houses built in Kentucky, the 
David House has a center door and evenly spaced windows. The facade fea­ 
tures a portico added in 1920, when the formal entrance was reversed from 
the west to the east facade.

The house has a gabled roof with a simple cornice, and corbeled end chimneys 
Sjet flush with the outside wall. The left end chimney is flanked by 
small square gable windows. Windows are six pane over six pane with the 
exception of the triple windows in the center of the main block, which 
until the 1920s was a single window.

On the interior, the original one room deep and two rooms per floor plan has 
been altered on the first floor. The partition which separated the rooms 
has been removed to create one large room, but the original fireplace and 
mantels are intact.

A walnut press is located in the left corner of the enlarged first floor 
room of the main block of the house. The flooring is original throughout 
the house. The second floor has a beaded board partition, which more than 
likely was identical to the one removed on the first floor.

The nominated acreage includes the 1802 stone house; the original log cabin 
constructed ca. 1774; a small frame outbuilding with Greek Revival portico 
to the north of the stone house; 2 small frame outbuildings of possible early 
20th century eonstrution; and a log barn with visible dovetailing. This 
original log barn has been expanded over the years, but the original portion 
with dovetailing is intact today. The cemetery containing the grave of 
William David, is also within the nominated area, located approximately 300 
feet from the main house.

The house was recently sold and is currently being sympathetically restored by the 
owners.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William David House, located in the Shawhan-Ruddles Mill area of Bourbon 
County, was the site of one of Kentucky's early settlements. Along with a 
log house believed built by William David who homesteaded the farm in 1774, 
there remains a two-story stone house constructed in 1802 by David's son. 
The interesting complex also includes a two-story log barn and family cemetery.

William David and his son first came to what was then Fineastie County in 1770 
from Virginia, and settled on a horseshoe bend of the Licking River. They 
constructed a log house, ca. 1770-74, which is still standing today. The 
elder David, who was sixty-six years old when he undertook his journey to 
Kentucky, died here in 1774 and is buried in the family cemetery on the farml

After David's death, his son, William David II, returned to Virginia. A few 
years later he returned to the farm with his own family, and his brothers. In 
1802, after obtaining formal title to the land, he built the two-story stone 
structure, which he called his "Mansion House,"2

After William David's II death the property passed to his two sons, with 
Henry inheriting the house. 3 Henry David was an active member of the Stoner­ 
mouth Presbyterian Church, one of the earliest churches in Bourbon County.4^ 
It was organized by Rev. Andrew McClure, who was one of the first: Presbyterian 
ministers to come to Kentucky, in 1786. In 1792 the Transylvania Presbytery, 
the ruling body of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky, met at Stonermouth, 
and suspended Rev. Adam Rankin prominent local religious figure and the 
second Presbyterian minister to settle in the state because of his adamant 
oppositon to the Presbyterian hierarchy's decision permitting the use of a 
new version of the psalms in the litergy.

Following a severe windstorm Stonermouth Church was rendered unfit for use, 
and Henry David offered his stone house as a meeting place. The congregation 
met there for several years, and in 1865 the two sons of Henry David, in 
honoring their father's wish, began construction of a new church. William 
David III gave several acres of land located near the village of Shawhan in 
Bourbon County, and John David provided the financial assistance for the 
construction of the church."

pEqually as important as the historical association of the David House is its 
"A architectural significance as an early settlement, continuously lived in by 
" I the David family until 1957. One room deep, the two-story house is similar 

to a style of stone construction prevelant in Kentucky from 1780 until 1820.
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