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PESCRtPTION
(Check  One)
Excellent S| Good |g Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered S Unaltered . Moved S Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In the spring of 1847, the First Universalist Church of Provincetown
decided to build a new church in order to provide space for its growing congre-
gation. The church, set slightly back from Commercial Street, is now crowded
on all sides by late nineteenth and twentieth century buildings.

The exterior of the structure is walled with white clapboards and decorated
with classical elements. The gable fagade is divided into three bays by means
of four giant pilasters decorated with recessed panels. These pilasters support
a simple banded entablature and blank pediment. The entablature continues along
the side elevations where it is supported by corner pilasters.

The central bay of the gable end contains a doorway flanked by smaller
pilasters and headed by a shelf entablature. The fenestration in each flanking
bay is composed of four sash windows placed 2 over 2. These are incorporated
into a single large unit by a common lintel and sill. The unit is divided vertically
by a muUion and horizontally by 2 panels with a meander motif. Three similar
window units break each side elevation.

The three stage steeple, which rises from the roof of the auditorium, has
been for many years incorrectly identified with the style of Sir Christopher Wren.
However, the proportions, massing and handling of classical detail are pure Greek
Revival, of which style the steeple is an excellent example.

The most significant feature of the churchis the trompe £'oeil treatment
of the auditorium. The wallpainting in egg tempera is the work of Carl Wendte, a
young German artist, Wendte had traveled and studied inItaly which accounts for
the Italianate flavor of the murals.

The focal point of the auditorium is the illusionary apse behind the pulpit.
The gpseis atypical basilican feature, as is the coffered dome which is painted
in perspective onthe ceiling. Roman motifs are used throughout the mural. The
Corinthian order is used for the pilasters which divide the walls into bays; two-
stage recessed pands have been painted between the bays; an entablature above
the pilasters "supports" the flat arched and coffered ceiling; egg and dart molding
outlines the cofferswithin the dome; and paterae decorate some of thecoffers.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Universalist Church is the second home of the Unitarian parish
founded in Provincetown in 1829. The church was begun in 1847 and, according
to local sources, is the oldest building on the Lower Cgpe still inits original
state and being used for its original purpose. The most significant features
of the church are its elaborate three-stage tower, often (though incorrectly)
called the "Christopher Wren Tower, " and the trompe”™'oeil paintings which
decorate its ceilings and walls.

The Universalist Church was built by ship's carpenters under the
supervision of Benjamin Hallet of Barnstable. The immediate model for the
building, with the exception of the tower, was a small church constructed in
Fall River, Massachusetts, in 1845. Only the entrance and auditorium of the
Provincetown Church were finished in 1847; the remaining sections of the
building were not completed until the 1860s.

The trompe d'oeil paintings of the auditorium are the work of ayoung
German artist, Carl Wendte. Born in Verden, Hannover, in 1820, Wendte
studied art in Siena, Italy, and became expert inthe use of fresco and tempera.
In 1841, Wendte and his wife came to America and settled in Boston. The
painter's reputation gradually grew and his murals appeared in a number of New
England churches, Wendte's work inthe Universalist Church was done in egg
tempera and shows the influence of his study of Italian churches. After leaving
Provincetown, Wendte accepted a commission for a church in Boston; while
working there he was stricken with pneumonia and died in 1848, at the age of 28,

The tracher organ, which wasinstalled inthe First Universalist Church
in 1850, is the oldest on Cape Cod. Its carved wooden pilasters framing the
organ pipes are copies of the pilasters which appear in Wendte's murals. The
original chandealier till hangs in the church and has globes, fonts and prisms
of Sandwich Glass. CTT, A "
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12 STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFfCArIOH NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominationis:

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Ctiiel, Oflice of Arctieology and Hisflort}» Pr e ~
National | | State S Local .

Date

Name
Secretafty of the Commonwealth and
Chairrglan, Massachusetts Historical
Title Commission
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ENTRI ES| N THE NATI ONAL REG STER

STATE X-='r-rn-.

Date Entered FB 23 192

Nare

??orrcll Tav,3m

First Bai-tist Church

Old County Court Itouso

Trinity F-sct-ory

CroWiiinGhiald iJouse

First Uaivcrsaiict Cliurch

GriswoliS (.gjor i)os-ph> Houso

Also Notified

Hon. Edward M. K<»iuiedy
Hon. LJwnrd w. i;rooi.,«

lion. Silvio O. Coiite

lion, liarold D. Di“nohua

['cn. ThOtMa P. O'I;'-ill, Jr.
I3XU Jjistiir.j9 i-cicii

Director, Northeast Region
HR NRowlandrmm 2/16/72

Location

Eark3hir« County

~:orthhcrough
Icor=f.-3tsr Cctmty

Eoston
Suffolk Cojiity

PlyirKSuth Ccuiity

L cston
Suffolk County

Lanosbcrough
Bari.ohir* County

Boston
Suffolk Cotuity

Provincetown
Lamctafclo County

Eucklartd
rraiiklin County

Stnto Liaiitfr> Officer

[lotx, Jotm V. X. Ra7erca

Sccrex:2r>' of the Coin;ionwedth

Chairrnn, itasaacliunctLfJ |-;it;tx)rical
CoTuNi.'xicii

0."f.i3."" of tl.G f'ccrctary

Boston, Miissechusetts 02133
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October 30, 1972

M. Jerry Rogers, Director of Registration
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
National Park Service

1100 L Street, NV

Washi ngton, DC 20005

Dear Jerry,

Re: Moval and demolition and changes to benade of
National Register properties in Massachusetts

The Loamm Bal dwin Mansion, Wburn, M ddlesex County, has
been noved with an OMP grant to Alfred Street, Wburn. A nap
indicating coordinates and newl ocation i s enclosed.

The Barnstable Od Jail, Barnstable, Barnstable County,
was noved with and OMP grant to Route 6A Barnstable (next east
to the Trayser Miseun). A map indicatingcoordinates and new
location is enclosed.

Foster's Block, 404-406 Main Street, Worcester, Worcester
County, has been demolished. Your office is already aware that
the Rotch Counting House, 123 Front Street, NewBedford, Bristol
County, has also been demolished.

Encl osed,too, is anadditional photograph of the North Easton
Historic District, Easton, Bristol County, which National Register
form .IS i n your emergency or "quick" processing file. ->»

Finally, arepresentative of the owner of the First Universalist
Church, Provincetown, Barnstable County, has notified usthat the
condition of this building has changed from "good" to "fair'.

Sincerely yours,

QA2
Anne War dwel |
Survey Director

AW pl w
ends.



FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (25-74-
00100-00). Provincetown, Barnstable Co.
Private ownership (Church Parish). Greek Revi-
va Church significant for its interior trompe
d'oell painting. Project work, including stabiliza-
tion of the Church and bell tower. $4,500.



