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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mercer University Administration Building is a superb example of 
Victorian Gothic style and construction that was so popular in this country 
in the late 1800's. It_is_a_four story building constructed entirely of 
brick. No steel was used to support the mammoth towers and steeples.

The present appearance is identical with the original constructed in 1873 
187U except for the main steeple. In_l°_10, the original tower and steeple 
ware, damaged Jay fire and the steeple wasT replaced by one twelve and one half 
feet shorter than the original tower.

All floors are intact as they were originally designed and the exterior 
has been carefully preserved through the years to maintain the esthetics of 
Victorian Gothic architecture.

The architect for the building was G.P. Randall. At the April, 1872 
meeting of the Georgia Baptist Convention W.J. Lawton, chairman of the 
building committee, reported to. the Convention that his committee had 
met "often, and ...spent hours together looking into plans furnished by 
various architects in different parts of the nation, from which to select 
a suitable one for the University Building, finally agrred upon one, a model 
of which has been widely distributed among the friends of the institution 
throughout the State, and which was the work of the celebrated Gurdon P. 
Randall, of Chicago...... w

Gurdon P. Randall was considered to be one of the outstanding architects 
of his time'. He was a specialist in the design of colleges, churches, and 
other buildings as attested by the eight books he authored on this type of 
construction. His first book on college architectural construction was 
published in 1865 by Horton and Leonard of Chicago.

In Randall«s book, Initiatory or Preliminary Steps to Building, published 
by Hazlitt & Reed, 1872 the author states on page 15 that «The main building 
of what I trust will be a very fine group, to be known as Mercer University, 
is now building from my designs, at Macon, Georgia." Mr. Randall also de­ 
signed the first building at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois. 
All of his books are in the Library of Congress. Those buildings which 
he designed and are still in use are considered classics for the period.

Randall had to modify his plans for this building after the Chicago 
fire of 1871 destroyed his earlier plans. It is said that in re-drawing 
his plans, influenced by the fire, he added several fire protection features 
such as sand between floors under the fireplaces, a widening of the outside 
walls, making the inside walls fireproof with solid brick construction, 
and provided a water well from the lith floor down. ^^\1
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7. DESCRIPTION

A fire in the observation tower (the tallest tower at Mercer) resulted in 
some changes in rebuilding it. Pictures of the building prior to this cen­ 
tury show glass windows and some extra wood ornamentation. Pictures of the 
building after the turn of the centjury show the tower without glass windows 
and slight changes in the ornamentation.

The Mercer Board of Trustees has determined to faithfully restore the 
exterior of the building, and preserve the first two floors of the interior 
in its original form and to modernize the upper stories of the building; 
and it is apderstood that the Georgia Baptist Convention approved budgetary 
recommendation from the Excutive Committee which will enable Mercer 
University to restore and preserve the building at a cost of approximately 
$750,000. This is more than seven times the original cost.
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Since its construction the towering Mercer Administration Building has 
been a Macon landmark and a Mercer symbol. It remains so to this day, fac­ 
ing 16 acre Tatnall Square Park, once seriously considered as the location 
of Georgia's capitol.

Mercer, one of the finest small religious colleges in the country, is 
under the control of the Southern Baptist Convention. It is the oldest 
tfce^logijcal JiLsti^^ and the third oDfest in the United 
States.

On February 7, 1872, Hon. D.B. Butler, President of the Board of Trustee!? 
of Mercer University, delivered a speech at the ground-breaking ceremonies 
for the new buildings at that school. Named for the Rev. Jesse Mercer, a 
Baptist minister and Philanthropist, the college w^s_foj|nJe^,_asJMercer Insti­ 
tute at Penfield, Ga. iaJlLSjU The school was chartgcedjis Mercer~ Univer-
slt;^ JJLJL837 and moved to Macon in 1871 after the city
$125,000 ancl nine acres ̂ of choice"Xdts in the Tatnall Square section of the 
city for a campus. The law school, established in 1873, was admitted to 
membership in the Association of American Law Schools in 1922.

Graduates of Mercer (sometimes called "School of Statesmen11 ) have asserted 
roles of leadership and service which can be equalled by few comparable 
schools. Some of these are:

Walter F. George - former U.S. Senator for whom Mercer Law School
is named

Harry Stillwell Edwards - noted author 
Dr. James £. Paullin - former president of A.M.A. 
Blanton Winship - former U.S. governor of Puerto Rico 
NoBth Winship - former U.S. Ambassador to South Africa 
Carl Vinson - for fifty years U.S. Congressman and chairman of the

Military Affairs Committee for several years. 
Dr. Corbett* Thigpen - renowned Phychiatrist and author of

"Three Faces of EveH
Walter Cecil Dowling - former U.S. Ambassador to West Berlin 
Several justices of the Georgia Supreme Court and judges of the 

Georgia Court of Appeals.

Mercer Institute, which originally consisted of $Ul5 worth of hewed log 
cabins in the small country willage of Penfield has developed into a four- 
year University and Law School with an Administration Building of enduring 
beauty and structure that symbolizes Mercer in the minds of all who gaze
upon it,
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