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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

received JUN 4 1984 

date entered 
JUL 5 1984 

historic ! E b ^ ' ' ^ t r 6 n g H o u s e 

and or common T h e S t r o n g H o u s e 

2. Location 

street & number 6 7 A m i t y S t r e e t " N / A not for publication 

city, town a m h « r s t M/Avic in i ty of 

state } A ^ ^ ^ ^ r . h ^ , ^ ^ t t ^ code n 9 c; county Hamnc-.h i rf^ code 0 1 5 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
X building(s) x private 

structure both 
site Public Acqu is i t ion 
object in process 

n /age ing considered 

Status 
J? occupied 

unoccupied 
work In progress 

Access ib le 
^ yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 

X educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

X museum 
park 

X private residence* 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property * C a r e t a k e r ' s a p a r t m e n t 

"^i^g Amhers t H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 

street & number 6 7 A m i t y S t r e e t 

city, town Amhers t R/J^vicinity of state Massachuse t t s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampshire County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number 33 K i n g S t r e e t 

city, town Nor thampton state MA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of H i s t o r i c Assets 
o f t h e Cnmmnnwp;^H-h |BSO has this property been determined eligible? yes X no 

date 1974 federal x state county local 

depository for survey records M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Bos ton state MA 02108 



7 « D e s c r i p t i o n strong House 67 Amity S tree t , Amherst, MA 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered x original site 

^ good ruins ^ altered moved date N / A 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Strong House i s located a t the corner of Amity and North Prospect 
S t r e e t s , one block west of the center of Amherst. The house i s s i t u ­
ated approximately 190 f e e t from the s t r e e t , f a c i n g south. The con­
f i g u r a t i o n of the l o t i s unusual, w i t h a long, narrow c o r r i d o r extend­
ing back t o a double w i d t h p l o t . An eighteenth century garden graces 
the northeast s e c t i o n of the land behind the house. To the l e f t of 
the f r o n t doorway stands a huge sycamore, the s u r v i v i n g member of a 
p a i r planted more than 200 years ago. 

The Strong House has undergone several tansformations since i t s con­
s t r u c t i o n i n 1744, i n c l u d i n g enlargement, rearrangement and embellish- • 
ment duri n g the 1760's, '80's, and '90's, the 1850's and during the /. 
tw e n t i e t h century. These changes r e f l e c t the h i s t o r y of eighteenth 
century Connecticut River V a l l e y a r c h i t e c t u r e , and add t o the s i g n i f i - ; 
cant a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t i e s of the house. 

As o r i g i n a l l y constructed, the house was a two s t o r y one room deep 
s t r u c t u r e w i t h a center chimney plan and rear l e a n - t o k i t c h e n ( n o r t h e a s t ) . 
Sometime a f t e r 1761^ a one s t o r y e l l was attached t o the southwest corner 
of the house; t h i s e l l was moved t o the rear of the house before the end 
of the century. I n the 1790's the house underwent major changes and 
assumed much of i t s present appearance. These changes included expansion 
to a two toom deep "plan> conversion t o a'•gambrel' roof form- to" a l l ow f u l l 
use of the a t t i c story/" ^ d d i t i o h bf' a' D o r i c ' e n t r y and dent x l a t e d window 
caps as w e l l as more eleborate i n t e r i o r paneling. A t t i c rooms were 
f i n i s h e d arid Greek' Revival 'style itiantels and i n t e r i o r doors were added 
i n the 18 50's. 

Presently, the house i s a two s t o r y , two room deep s t r u c t u r e w i t h a 
center chimney r i s i n g through a gambrel r o o f . I t sta;nds' oh a rough 
f i e l d s t o n e foundation and appears t o r e t a i n much of i t s e a r l y , i f not 
o r i g i n a l , clapboard s i d i n g w i t h simple corner boards. Windows gene r a l l y 
contain 6/6 sash; those a t the second s t o r y and on the rear e l e v a t i o n 
have simple molded surrounds w h i l e others are elaborated by p u l v i n a t e d 
f r i e z e s , d e n t i l courses and cavetto caus. 

The facade (south) i s symmetrically organized around a r a t h e r high s t y l e 
l a t e Georgian center p o r t i c o c o n s i s t i n g of f l u t e d Doric columns supporting 
a f u l l e n t a b l a t u r e and t r i a n g u l a r pediment. This i s flanked by two 
windows on each side w i t h the above described decorative caps. V e r t i ­
c a l l y a l i g n e d above these f i v e openings are the second st o r y windows which 
are set d i r e c t l y below a m o d i l l i o n cornice and p u l v i n a t e d f r i e z e . 

Attached t o the east e l e v a t i o n i s an open porch, probably d a t i n g from the 
e a r l y 20th century. Attached t o the n o r t h (rear) e l e v a t i o n i s a large two 
story e l l (west side) added i n 1847 and a smaller one st o r y e l l (east side) 
which may date from the 18th century. The large e l l has 12/12 sash a t the 
f i r s t f l o o r ; a l l but two other windows co n t a i n 6/6 sash. A 20th century 
garage (NC) i s also located on the pro p e r t y . 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e s t r o n g House 67 A m i t y S t r e e t , A m h e r s t , MA 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 X^ archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _x_. architecture education military social 

_X_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce jc exploration settlement _x -philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics government transportation 

invention . , other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1 7 4 4 Bui lder /Arch i tect S t r o n g H o u s e 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Strong House possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship. The s t r u c t u r a l e v o l u t i o n of the Strong 
House p a r a l l e l s the h i s t o r y of the Strong f a m i l y , notable i n 
Amherst h i s t o r y , as w e l l as the development of the community i t s e l f . 
B u i l t i n 1744, the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e of the house pre-dates 
the founding of Amherst by f i f t e e n years. The house also provides 
a well-preserved example of eighteenth century Connecticut Valley 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . Thus the Strong House meets c r i t e r i a A,B and C of the 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

The land on which the Strong House stands was p a r t of the o r i g i n a l 
grant f o r the town of Hadley, MA. Although d i s t r i b u t e d and surveyed 
f o r the r e s i d e n t s of Hadley i n 1703, the area was not occupied or 
developed u n t i l around 1728. 

The house i s t r a d i t i o n a l l y ascribed a date of 1744, when i t i s believed 
t h a t Nehemiah Strong constructed a 2 1/2 st o r y gable roofed s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h a center chimney plan. V i s u a l a n a l y s i s and comparison w i t h other 
Connecticut River V a l l e y houses of the mid-lSth century support, t h i s 
a s c e r t i o n . I n 1761, Nehemiah deeded the house, a barn and land t o h i s 
son Simeon who l i v e d i n the house u n t i l h i s death i n .1805.. Simeon, 
who became one of the town's most prominent and w e a l t h i e s t c i t i z e n s , 
updated the house, probably i n the l a t e 18th century. Notable l a t e 
Georgian features added by Simeon include the gambrel r o o f , pedimented 
entry supported on f l u t e d Doric columns, f i r s t f l o o r window caps 
c o n s i s t i n g of a p u l v i n a t e d f r i e z e , d e n t i l course and heavy cavetto 
molding, as w e l l as i n t e r i o r paneling. 

A 1756 graduate of Yale College, Simeon studied law w i t h Col. John 
Worthington, a d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e s i d e n t of S p r i n g f i e l d , before plunging 
i n t o a very a c t i v e p r a c t i c e i n Amherst. His o f f i c e was o r i g i n a l l y 
located i n a wing of the house. He soon became involved i n s t a t e and 
l o c a l c i v i c a f f a i r s , serving as Town Clerk from 1763-1766, as Town 
Treasurer from 1764-1774, and as a Representative t o the Massachusetts 
General Court during 1767 and 1769. I n 1768, he was appointed J u s t i c e 
of the Peace, but he l o s t the p o s i t i o n as a r e s u l t of h i s Tory sympathies, 
which were expressed i n the form of ho l d i n g Tory meetings a t the Strong 
House. Simeon again served i n the Massachusetts General Court, as a 
Senator, during 1792 and 1793. I n 1800 he became a Judge of the 
Supreme J u d i c i a l Court of Massachusetts. Harvard College awarded him 
an honorary L.L.D. i n 1805. He died l a t e r t h a t year, l e a v i n g h a l f of 
the house, land and other b u i l d i n g s t o h i s son Simeon, J r . and the 
other h a l f t o h i s w i f e , Simeon J r . ' s stepmother. (Cont.) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Judd, Sylvester. The History of Hadley, Massachusetts, New Hampshire 

Publishing Co., Somerworth, N.H., 1976 

10. Geographical Data 
.76 a, Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name M t . Toby, Massachusetts 
UT M References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 5 0 0 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See attached assessor's map 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state i g / ^ code county code 

state N/A code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Mar i L . Myer , Program A s s i s t a n t w i t h Mary E l i z a b e t h 'Bernhard and 

name/title A n t o i n e t t e E. Tomasik, Pioneer V a l l e y Planning Commission 

organization:iMass.achusetts H i s t o r i c a l Comm. date February 9, 1984 

street & number 294 Washington S t r e e t telephone ^ 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for-the National Histodc-Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by, the National Park Service. , . . ; ^ 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

For NPS use only 
I h e r e ^ certify that this pj:pperty is included in the National Register 

Entered In the 
yatinnal 

(eeper of the National Reg»ter 

Attest: 

Regletoy date 

date 

Chief of Registration 
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H i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e (Cont.) 

Simeon J r . graduated from Yale i n 1786 and p r a c t i c e d law i n Conway 
and Amherst. He served as a Representative t o the General Court 
during 1809 and 1812-14. His son, Simeon E. Strong, l a t e r acquired 
the estate and sold i t i n 1845 t o Osmyn Baker. 

Although Judge Simeon Strong was the most prominent, others i n h i s 
fam i l y were also d i s t i n c t i v e . His bro t h e r Nehemiah (1730-1807) 
graduated from Yale i n 1755, became a p a r i s h m i n i s t e r i n Connecticut, 
and subsequently served as Professor of Mathematics and Natural 
Philosophy a t Yale between 1770 and 1781. He l a t e r studied law and 
was admitted t o the Bar. Simeon's s i s t e r Mary (1732-1814) married 
Solomon Boltwood, a member of a f a m i l y destined t o be d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
i n the annals of Amherst. 

Of Simeon's four sons who grew t o adulthood, a l l attended c o l l e g e , 
studied law, and were admitted t o the Bar. Simeon J r . has already 
been discussed. Hezekiah Wright Strong, a graduate of Yale, s e t t l e d i n 
Amherst a f t e r p r a c t i c i n g law i n D e e r f i e l d . A c t i v e i n town a f f a i r s , 
he kept a store and served as Postmaster f o r a time. He e n e r g e t i c a l l y 
promoted the establishment of Amherst Academy where h i s daughter, 
Sarah Sophie Strong, l a t e r taught. John Strong, an alumnus of 
Williams College, served as J u s t i c e of the Peace and engaged i n 
farming. Solomon Strong, also a graduate of Williams College, 
p r a c t i c e d law i n Royalston, A t h o l , Westminster and Leominster, and 
served i n Congress during 1815-1819. In 1818 he became a Judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas. Apparently he performed h i s d u t i e s 
simultaneously as both Judge and Member of Congress during 1818-1819. 
Caleb Strong, Governor of Massachusetts 1800-1807 and 1812-1816, was 
a cousin of the Amherst Strongs. 

A f t e r the Strong House passed from the o r i g i n a l f a m i l y i n 184 5 i t went 
through several changes i n ownership. Osmyn Baker, the buyer i n 1845, 
sold the land, house and barn t o George S. Woodman, who sold the 
property t o Sarah E. Emerson i n 1853. I n June, 1899, the D.A.R. began 
r e n t i n g the larg e rear e l l of the Strong House from Mrs. Emerson. The 
Amherst H i s t o r i c a l Society i n h e r i t e d the property from the Emerson f a m i l y 
i n 1916, w i t h the understanding t h a t the l o c a l D.A.R. would continue t o 
be allowed t o use the larg e extension. The house i s maintained as a 
musuem and i s open t o the p u b l i c during the summer months. 

The land on which the Strong House s i t s should be considered as sensi­
t i v e f o r the presence of subsurface s t r u c t u r a l remains, d i s c r e t e and s c a t t ­
ered t r a s h deposits and evidence of past landscaping. Research o r i e n t e d 
l o c a t i o n a l surveys and excavation using a r c h a e l o l g i c a l techniques may 
g r e a t l y increase our understanding of the s i t e ' s h i s t o r y . I n v e s t i g a t i o n s 
i n the immediate v i c i n i t y of the house could w e l l s u b s t a n t i a t e con-
j e c t i v e o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n and l a t e r a l t e r a t i o n dates; surrounding 
areas may produce data t o answer a v a r i e t y of questions r e l a t i n g t o 
past l i f e w a y s . 
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2. Location 
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Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CZI good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 
I I unexposed 

Check one 

una Itered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 
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• summary paragraph 
CH completeness ' 
• clarity 
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• dates 
I I boundary selection 



I 

8. Significance | 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CZI summary paragraph 
CU completeness . 
• clarity 
Q applicable criteria 
O justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
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11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

n Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









AMHERST oAiassacliusetts 

Ms. Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Office 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Ma. 02108 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

B O A R D O F S E L E C T M E N 

May 1 , 1984 

"'•/ED 
I.1AY-:1984 

The Board of Selectmen strongly supports the His tor ica l 
Commission's appl icat ion for placing the Strong House on the Na­
t ional Register fo r H is to r ic Places. The House is important to 
the Town's h is tory and to i t s present. I t has become an i n t e ­
gral and important part of a downtown that is beginning to change 
rap id ly . We ask you to support Amherst's app l ica t ion . 

Sincerely yours. 

Barbara G r i f f i t h 
Chai rwoman 

BG:my 



AMHERST ĉ assacfiusetts 
B O A R D O F S E L E C T M E N 

May 22, 1984 

National Register Office 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 

We are very pleased that the Strong House, 67 Amity Street, Amherst, 
Ma., has been voted eligible by the Massachusetts Historical Commission 
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places, and has 
been submitted to you for consideration. 

The Amherst Board of Selectmen strongly supports the listing of this 
property in the National Register of Historic Places. The House is 
important to the Town's history and to its present. I t has become an 
integral and important part of a downtown that is beginning to change 
rapidly. We ask for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
7 

Barbara K. G r i f f i t h 
Chaitwoman 

BG:my 
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