
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

R o l l 26 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
.in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

103-B 

1. Town Worcester 

Address 26 Old Lincoln Street 

Name B l i s s B u i l d i n g 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner Le j an R e a l t y T rus t 
Room 303/346 Main S t r e e t 

3. Description: 

Date 1888 

Source e x t e r i o r date plaque 

Style elements o f V i c t o r i a n Gothic & 
Queen Anne  

Architect Barker & Nourse 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features f l o r a l pane l s , t e r r a c o t t ; 

chimney pots^ sandstone banding, 

name & date plaques 

Alterednot s i g n i f i c a n t l ^ t e 

Moved no Date 

OTM: Assessor ' s Book 1 , p . 5 
1 ^ 1 , ^ , . w l ' Lot size: 1 , 2634 sq . f t . 

One acre or less X 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

60 • 

Approximate distance of building from street 

10^ 

6. Recorded by B . R . P f e i f f e r 

OrganizationWorc. Her i tage Pres . Soc. 

Date December 1977 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) W i l l i a m H. B l i s s 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l apartments 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Bliss Building i s a four-storey b r i c k block of rectangular 
plan. The building's facade (east) i s symmetrical r i s i n g from a 
foundation of rock-faced sandstone to a bric k and sandstone parapet 
which bears a name plaque. The center entry i s framed by square 
columns with channeling and rosettes; window t r i m varies by storey, 
although a l l i s made of rock-faced sandstone. Beginning at the top 
of the f i r s t storey, two br i c k piers divide the wa l l int o three 
sections, these piers r i s e to t e r r a c o t t a v e n t i l a t o r s above the para­
pet. Other decorations of the facade includes t e r r a c o t t a t i l e s 
(second storey) and a sandstone date plaque. Sidewalls of the Bliss 
Building are undecorated and were o r i g n a l l y concealed by neighboring 

, structures. 
Located imraediately north of Lincoln Square, the Bliss Building 

was once part of an early d i s t r i c t of bric k apartment houses b u i l t 
l a r g e l y i n the 1880s. During the twentieth century,highway construc­
t i o n , urban renewal and the area's r e s i d e n t i a l decline have resulted 
i n the demolition of v i r t u a l l y a l l other buildings of t h i s type 
around Lincoln Square. The Bliss Building was constructed f o r William 
B l i s s , the son^ of Harrison B l i s s , both of whom were r e a l estate de-
velopers i n the Lincoln Square and downtown sections of Worcester. The 
Bliss Building i s c u r r e n t l y i n o r i g i n a l condition. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
Sanitary Engineer. Vol. XVII, March 17f 1888, p. x (bldg. n o t i c e ) . 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


