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1. Name of Property

historic name Clase, Nicholas P,, House

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number  Capitol Hill Road Nal not for publication

city, town  New Sweden NA vicinity

state Maine code ME county Aroostook code (003 Zip code (4762

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

[x] private [x] building(s)

[:] public-local l:] district

[] public-State [site

[T public-Federal [ structure
(] object

Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 0 _Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register Q0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

Maine Historic PYeservation Commission

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
X1 nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Reglster of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requlrements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

See continuation gheet,

o

Da

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [:I meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau
5. Nationai Park Service Certification
T T
BRSETY: |

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet.

¥

SR /0/25/5}

[ determined eligible for the National
Register. |:] See continuation sheet.

[:]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[_Iremoved from the National Register.

[:] other, (explain:) /

QX[')‘SLignalure of the Keeper

Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single Family Dwelling Work in Progress

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

{enter categories from instructions)
foundation Stone

Other: Maine Swedish Tog House walls Wood: Weatherboard
roof Asphalt
other Hewn TLog Walls

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Nicholas P. Clase House is a one-story with attic log and frame
dwelling constructed in two parts. Both the broad three-bay log section and
its later offset frame addition are sheathed in weatherboards. A rubble
stone foundation supports the entire building.

The south facing front elevation features an engaged porch supported by
three (originally five) round log posts. It shelters a symmetrical
fenestration pattern that consists of a two-leaf door and flanking sidelights
as well as wide two-over-two double-hung sash windows. These openings are
framed by molded caps. A pair of brick flues rise through the roof ridge on
either side of the broad central hall.

Four windows occupy the east end of the log block. These symmetrically
placed units include, on the first story, unusual (for New Sweden) double
one-over-one windows framed by a single surround and more typical two-over-
twos in the attic. Three similar doubled windows are located along the north
wall, and the east end pattern is repeated on the west wall except where the
frame wing has disturbed the configuration.

The wing's date of construction is not positively known, although a
documentary photo postcard of New Sweden postmarked in 1908 shows its
existence at that time. It is narrower but of equal height to the 1log
section and is attached to the latter's southwest corner. A door is located
on the east end where it is covered by the porch and the south side features
a pair of two-over-two windows and a hip roofed enclosed vestibule. There
are two windows and a door in the west end and a trio of two-over-twos along
the north side. A large frame barn was formerly attached to the southwest
corner of this wing, an element that gave the connected complex a decided
telescoping appearance.

The interior of the Clase House is arranged in a manner that is
consistent with other Swedish log houses of the period. Entrance is made
into a narrow vestibule which, in this case, has a corner stair to the loft.
Flanking the vestibule to the west is the kitchen and to the east a pair of
small bedrooms. Occupying the middle bay of the north side is the living
room. With the exception of the northeast bedroom all first floor rooms in
the log block are accessible from the vestibule. The summer kitchen consists
of one large open room with a tool room and pantry at the west end.

[ ] 'see continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ nationally [] statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [ 18 [X]c []D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 1B [Jc [Jo [Je [JF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture c. 1874 ¢, 1874
—c. 1908

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Nicholas P. Clase House, which was probably built after 1874, is a
little altered example of the modest log houses erected by the Swedlsh
immigrants who settled in three Aroostook County townships beginning in 1870.
These buildings represent a wholly unlque tradition of construction in Maine.
For these reasons the Clase House is eligible for nomination to the Register
under criterion C.

Nicholas P. Clase (1821-1902) was among the first group of settlers who
arrived in New Sweden on July 23, 1870. He and his fellow colonists were
part of an experiment sponsored by the State Legislature to encourage foreign
immigration to Maine following more than a decade of population decline
resultlng from out migration to the west. Each head of a Swedish household
was given 100 acres of land, five of which were to have been cleared of
trees, and a State built log house. Clase and his family settled in what
became the village center of New Sweden on a lot which tradition maintains
was the first one drawn by the colonists.

In its September 2, 1874, the Presque Isle newspaper Sunrise published
an account of a visit to the Swedlsh colony. Included in this report was a
detailed enumeration of the settlers, livestock, the dimensions of their
buildings, number of children, and number of years in residence. Clase's
entry shows that his farm included twenty-two acres of improved land. He
also owned a number of animals. After his death the property descended to
his daughter Agnes (Clase) Anderson and subsequently to her children. it was
occupled until recently by her son Evald Anderson and has since passed to his
niece.

At the time of the Sunrise article, Clase's house was recorded as being
28 feet by 18 feet in dimension, a very common size according to the 1list.
This suggests that it was probably one of the original State built houses
(which were said to be 28 feet by 16 feet). The existing house, which is 24
feet by 38 feet, is clearly a replacement of the earlier one, a fact that is

[X] See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Hede, Richard, ed. Centennial History of Maine's Swedish Colony 1870-1970.
New Sweden, ME: New Sweden Historical Society, 1970.

Presque Isle Sunrise. September 2, 1874.

[:]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [E]State historic preservation office
[Jpreviously listed in the National Register []other state agency
[:]previously determined eligible by the National Register [___]Federal agency
E]designated a National Historic Landmark l:] Local government
[Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings [ Juniversity
Survey # [:IOther
L___]recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 1.43

UTM References

Al19l Isleielzi710) Isi119:8[81315] -3 O I R BT B T A B
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
clo Ll vy bbby by o 3 IV S I T IO I O A

E]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The nominated property occupies a 1.43 acre parcel of the larger 67

acre tract of which it is a part. (New Sweden tax map 188, lot 135.)
See the attached map for the specific boundary.

|:] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary has been drawn to embrace only the existing building and
its immediate surroundings. This is based on the fact that the historic
appearance of the adjoining farm has been lost and the significance of the
property is wholly related to the architectural uniqueness of the house.

|:] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie Kirk F. Mohney, Architectural Histaorian

organization _Maine Historic Preservation Commission  date July, 1989

street & number _55 Capitol Street telephone (207) 289-2132

city or town _Auqusta, state __ Maine zip code __04333




NP8 Form 10-800-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-80)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number ___8  Page _2

evident from the method of log construction which is restricted to the
Swedish built houses alone. Descriptions of those dwellings provided by the
State reveal that they were built of an inferior method of round 1log
construction similar to contemporary Maine logging camps. The Swedes, on the
other hand, erected permanent houses which display well crafted log joinery,
log interior partition walls and basements. In addition to the method of
construction itself, the interior plans also reflect a much different
approach to the arrangement of space. The Clase House, like a number of
other examples, utilizes a narrow entrance hall with doors leading into
flanking kitchen and bedroom spaces and a living room or parlor located
between the two.

Like the previously listed "Timmerhuset" (N.R. 8/23/73) and the Larsson-
Ostlund House in the Lars-Noak Historic District (listing pending), the
Nicholas P. Clase House illustrates a truly unique tradition of building in
Maine. While a number of these houses survive in the New Sweden area, few
have retained the integrity of the Clase House.
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