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The VanDyke-Libby House is a two and one half story brick building 
in the French Second Empire style of architecture.

The most outstanding architectural feature of the house is the dormered 
mansard roof. The roof is composed of wood shingles in a scalloped design. 
The protruding cornice at the base of the roof appears to be supported by 
four coupled brackets.

The symmetrical front facade of the house is three bays wide with a 
projecting central bay. The main entrance at this central bay is highlighted 
by a canopy styled overhang. There are bay window on the north and south 
facades. As originally constructed, the plan of the house was square; a 
wing was added to the northwest corner when the house was converted to a 
hospital.

The foundation of the house and a retaining wall to the east of the house 
are constructed of limestone blocks.

Because the house functions as an apartment house today the interior 
floor plan has been altered. A great deal of the original cherry wood, which 
was used in floors, paneling, moldings, and doors remains.

The house has retained its original exterior design features and is in 
a good state of preservation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The VanDyke-Libby House's significance is due to the style of archi­ 
tecture it represents.

It was constructed in 1867 at a cost of $25,000. This large French 
Second Empire residence was built by Mr. William J. VanDyke who was a 
successful lumberman. He sold the house and his lumber mill to Mr. R.C. 
Libby in 1880. Both of these men were very prominent businessmen in the 
City of Hastings during the late 1800s.

This residence has served as a private residence, a hospital and today 
as an apartment house. It is in a good state of preservation and remains 
an excellent example of the French Second Empire style of architecture.
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