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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ramsey County Poor Farm Barn, owned by Ramsey County, stands on the
original site where it was constructed in 1918. The barn was used from that
time until 1950 to house livestock for the County Poor Farm, Presently, a
portion of the barn is utilized for offices, classes for the Ramsey County
Extension Service, and as an exhibit area for the County Fair and 4-H projects,

The two story brick structure is one hundred ninety by forty feet, incorporating
an extensive gambrel roof and has two accompanying large silos as well as an -
attached milkhouse, The interior of the hayloft offers the public an unobstructed
view of the interior of the roof and its elaborate construction,  The main floor
houses the cattle stalls, still intact, which are used as exhibit space.

This massive brick building supports a gambrel roof and two huge brick feed
silos, Two smaller brick silos and an attached milkhouse also accompany the
building., The barn was used to house milk cows for the farm's dairy business.
At one time the building housed seventy-five head of cattle plus horses and hogs.

The exterior of the barn has remained unchanged while the interior is altered
only in the construction of office and classroom space in a small portion of. the
building. The grounds surrounding the building support the county nursing home.
and the county fairgrounds. This offers a rural setting in the midst of an urban
area, Ml
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ramsey. County Poor Farm Barn is one of the last remaining barns of its

size in the St., Paul and Minneapolis area,

This imposing structure reflects

an era in which municipal government attempted to deal with its welfare
responsibilities by the operation of a paying farm,

The Poor Farm moved from its increasingly urban setting to the present, then

r’onS

the welfareTroles

present barn built in its place in 1918,

rural location, in 1885, when it began to operate the farm with those people on
As the farm complex grew, a smaller barn was removed and the

" As St.“faulﬂs—gtewth-continued to push outward, the farm gradually began to
By 1950 the Poor Farm ceased

be phased out of operation and the cattle sold.
to operate and the county moved on to other means of social welfare.

The building is a landmark in the area it serves and is visited by thousands
of people during the various activities around the barn., The building is interesting
itself in its architecture and size, but is equally as interesting as it represents
an era of emerging social conscious and group welfare,
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