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The R. 0. Phillips house occupies a prominent corner position in
one of Lincoln's oldest residential neighborhoods, the Near South. Built
from 1889-90 at a cost of $60,000, the house was constructed according to
the plans of architect J. H. W. Hawkins. A stately Colorado redstone
mansion, the crenellated corner tower at the northeast amply suggests
the local name for the house.- .

One of the fine Richardsonian Romanesque dwellings extant in Lincoln
and the State, the Phillips house is a large rectangular mass replete
with characteristic details (see Whiffen: 1969, p. 133 and photos # 1-5).
Oriented with its narrow front facing D Street on the north, the east
side carriage entrance has more visual prominence today due to the mature
growth of trees and shrubs on the north. Both entrances lead to a
wide ell-shaped stair hall. This hall separates a formal parlor under
the circular tower in the northeast corner from the rest of the house.
Two additional parlors, a large dining hall, breakfast nook, pantry,
kitchen, bath and back stair hall complete the original room arrangement
of the main level.

The second floor originally contained four bedrooms, a sitting hall,
the stair hall and two original bathrooms, while the third floor provided
space for a large ballroom complete with outside veranda above the
. circular corner tower. The house is finished throughout the two main
levels with oak floors and woodwork which is still in excellent condition.
Notable among the interior features are the fifteen fireplaces--five
in the basement, four each on first and second floors and two on the
third floor. TFinished in a variety of Victorian motifs, most are of
wood and/or ceramic tile finish while the large back parlor of the main
floor exhibits a unique, massive stone mantle complete with naive carved
figures. v

Located just southwest of the house is the original carriage house.
This building follows closely the design of the house and is the only
known extant carriage house associated with a nineteenth century mansion
in Lincoln.

A number of alterations have occurred in the ninety year history
of the house but few have significantly altered historic fabric. The
house and carriage house presently provide space for nine apartments—-
two on each of the four levels of the house and one in the loft of the
carriage house. The only major exterior alteration was the removal of
the simple, classically detailed wood porch on the east.
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R. O. Phillips played a prominent role in the early history and
development of Lincoln. A townsite representative for the Burlington and
Missouri River Railroad, Phillips was prominently involved with the
building up of towns along this line in Nebraska, Kansas and Colorado.

As a lawyer playing an active role in Lincoln politics he served as deputy
county clerk, county clerk and as a member of the Nebraska leglslature

He was secretary and treasurer of the Lincoln Land Company-and headed the
South Platte Company. Born in Greene County, Pennsylvania, he died in

San Francisco, California, having spent the years from 1869 to 1898 in
Lincoln (Sawyer: 1916, pp. 666-667; Watkins: 1913, pp. 519-520).

Architecturally, the Phillips house stands as a distinctive archi-
tectural entity and one of the few extant dwellings in the state which
exhibit mature Richardsonian Romanesque features (see A, C. Ziemer house,
NRHP lancaster County; George Frank house, NRHP Buffalo County). The
house represents a fine example of a major American style of architecture
named after the creative genius of that style, Henry Hobson Richardson
(Whiffen: 1969, pp. 133-140). Historical sources indicate that the mode
received a favorable response in Nebraska, however few structures still
exist,

Little is known of the architect for the Phillips house, John H. W.
Hawkins, except that he was born in New York and was a graduate of
Cornell University (Class of 1877). He located in Nebraska in 1885 and
commenced a profitable business which included major residences and
important public, commercial and religious buildings (Pen Sketches: 1892,
p. 87). Of the three known extant structures executed by Hawkins, two,
including St. Mathias Church in Omaha, are among the best Richardsonian
Romanesque examples in the State.
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