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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Chat hamRai |l road Depot i s |ocated on Depot Foad on the outskirts of Chat ham
The buildingsits onitsoriginal site andi spresently surrounded by contenporary
Structures. A low hedge separates the \ acre of property fromthestreet.

The Queen Anne/ Stick Style depot was constructed in1887. |tisal\hstory,
abl e roof, rectangtilar structure with a hexagonal tower rising fromthe north
rear) elevation. The symetrical buildingispainted yellow wth naroon trim
A nol ded stringcourse ties the w ndowcom ces together and defines the difference
in exterior sheathing. The [ower portion of the buildingis clapboards; the upper
Is flat boards. The overhangi ng eaves are supported by large brackets, which are
flanked by a boss creating an unusual and omanental entablature. Theroof is
covered wi th cedar shingles. Fenestration is 2/2 framed by wide, flat architraves.

The south facade has a central lJ | ocated, one-story projectionwith a shed roof.
This smal| section has four wndows andi s flanked by a five panel entrance door
to either side onthe nain body of the building. These doors are headed by single
l'ight transons. A single w ndow stands at either endof the facade.

The east and west elevations each have a double wndowon the first story and a
small triple arched window i nthe gable.

The north (rear) elevation i sidentical tothe facade with the addition of the
central tower. The ground |evel of the tower i s a three-sided bay. Four w ndows
occupy the bay, each with a nol ded panel below These w ndows are headed by t he
Chat hamDepot sign.  The portion of the tower rising fromthe buildingroof is
divided into four sections. The first issheathed I na clapboard-diapered

shi n%I e-cl apboard \oattem The second section i s defined by a slight overhand

and has small single and double segnmental |y arched w ndows crowned by a di apered
shingle pattem The third section i sthe tower entablature, identical to the
bui I ding entablature, "Mich carries the fourth section, the roof. The peak of the
hexagonal roof i s topped by a pinnacle.

The tower was slightly alteredin1900. Qranentaion over the w ndow com ces
was renoved, as were small coffered panels beneath the sills. This decoration
was replaced by the diapered shingles. The buildingcolors are not original.
The depot conplex originally included a passenger station, freight house, engine
house, car house, andtool shed. Only the passenger stationrenmains, and now
houses t he Chat hamRai | road Miseum
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Chat hamRai | road Depot is significant as the only remaining railroad stationon
Qod inits original condition, andas a good exang™ e of late 19th century Queen
Anne/ Stick Style architecture.

The depot was constructed by DaAdd Howes, buil der, for the Chat ham Rail road Gonpan

and Ad Colony Railroad Gonpany i n 1887.  The establishment of arail line to Chatham
increased both the infant tourist trade and the anount of conmercial goods shipped to
and from the town. The railroad contributed IargelJ to tlie gradual shift in Chathams
econony from one dependent on salt water trades andagriculture to one dependent on
tourismand construction.

Despite nunerous attenpts to attract arailroad to Chathamprior to 1887, no conpany
was Wi lling to underwite a small branch [ine to only one town. The Chat hamRailroad
(. was organi zed by several citizens with the sipport of town officials inthe wnter
of 1886-87. The main purpose of the organizationwas to raise funds to build a line
connecting with the main [ine of the Od Colony Railroad that ran through Harwich
center. The conpany was open to anyone who w shed to buy shares init. The majority
of sharehol ders were a fewindividuals; the town of Chathamwas the |argest single
sharehol der. ~ The Chat hamRai | road . purchased |and for the |ine, but the actual
railroad was built by the dd Colony . between My and Novenber 1887. The | ine opened
for business i n Novenber 1887 andran a distance of seven mles. The Chat hamRailroad
. owned the depot andrailyard with arepair shoE, tumable and watertower. They

al so owned a smal | station at South Chatham but they never owned any rolling stock;
they rented the land fromthe Od Golony @. which provided all services. the A d
(ol ony was absorbed by the New York, New Haven andHartford, it retained the sane
arrangenent with the Chat ham Q.

The New Haven . discontinued the Chat hamline passenger service inthe 1920's, and the
freight service inthe 1930's as no longer profitable. The Chat hamconpany itself went
bankrupt in 1937, proving atotal loss to Itsshareholders. Therails were soldas

scrap Iron to Japan, nuch to the consternation of the townspeople. The remining building
were sold to private individuals who either had themt omdown or converted for storage
purposes. Theoldrailroad yard i s nowoccupied by the fire station andel ementary school

There was a town novenent to have the depot destroyed in 1957-58, but it was purchased

by Ms. Phyllis Gaves Gox i n 1959w th the provisionthat it be naintained as a nuseum
and not torn down. The Chat hamRailroad Miseumwas opened i nJuly 1960. | tretains the
original dispatching andticket office, pictures andnmenorabilia. A 52-year ol d caboose
was given by the New York Central Railroad in 1962. |t stands directly behind the buildin
The miseumi s sLpported by donations and by funds from the Town of Chat ham
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